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On Jan. 20, we inaugurate a new president in Donald Trump.
The fishing industry, like all industries, is wondering what the new  

administration will bring: Will Trump be good for us?
One of the main chores for an incoming president is choosing cabinet  

members. The secretary of commerce is of particular interest to us, as the  
Commerce Department regulates fisheries.

Trump’s pick for commerce secretary, Wilbur Ross, is a billionaire inves-
tor with a Florida home and a track record for turning around distressed or 
bankrupt companies. Whether he knows anything about commercial fishing, I 
couldn’t say.

Ross will succeed outgoing Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker, another  
billionaire who hailed from Chicago.

Trump is expected to name a new head for a key Commerce Department 
agency, the National Marine Fisheries Service. This could take a while. President 
Barack Obama was in office for more than a year before a relative unknown 
from Maryland, Eric Schwaab, was named NMFS chief in February 2010.

Speaking of Obama, he exits as all presidents do, having pleased some and 
disappointed others.

He is making considerable waves in his final days in the White House. On 
Dec. 9, for example, he issued an executive order creating a Northern Bering 
Sea Climate Resilience Area. This area would appear to be north of the major 
fishing grounds. But the order infuriated Alaska’s all-Republican congressional 
delegation.

Obama also, during his time in power, established a National Ocean Policy, 
which created a National Ocean Council. This effort never seemed to go very 
far, although the White House on Dec. 7 did announce that the National Ocean 
Council had finalized the nation’s first “ocean plans,” one for the Northeast 
region and one for the Mid-Atlantic region.

Perhaps the new Trump administration will carry on with some Obama  
policies. Or maybe not. What’s certain is that the next four years are bound to 
be interesting.

      
This just in: For many years, regulators and industry have tried to craft some 

sort of comprehensive catch shares program for Gulf of Alaska groundfish, 
at least for the trawl sector. In recent months, it appeared a plan was finally  
coming together.

Now the matter looks dead in the water again. The North Pacific  
Fishery Management Council, at its December meeting, moved to postpone 
further work on the plan “indefinitely.”

      
Change of plans: You’ll recall that we published, in our last issue, the 

first of a two-part series on climate change and Alaska fisheries. We had 
aimed to bring you the second installment this month. Alas, plans change.  
Hopefully we’ll have that for you soon.
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KEEPING UP

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap
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Rockfish quotas announced: The fall 
commercial fishery for yelloweye and other 
species is set to open Nov. 8 in Southeast 
Alaska. – adfg.alaska.gov

Big meeting set: The Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission will convene Nov. 9 in 
Salem for an update on its Columbia River 
fisheries reform policy. – dfw.state.or.us

No more: Kodiak officials want a halt to 
state fish and game budget cuts. – kmxt.org

Behnken, Darm, Swanton: President 
Obama has announced three appointments 
to Pacific halibut and salmon commissions.  
– whitehouse.gov

IPHC proposals: Several regulatory pro-
posals are now posted on the International 
Pacific Halibut Commission website.  
– iphc.int

Pink rebound: The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game is forecasting a strong catch 
of 43 million pink salmon next year in  
Southeast Alaska. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Crabbers rejoice! California’s commercial 
Dungeness season opened on Nov. 15 from 
Point Reyes in Marin County south.  
– cdfgnews.wordpress.com

Fleet feedback: Alaska halibut fishermen 
pine for the days before observers, a new 
study finds. – kmxt.org

Caught on video: A U.S. Coast Guard 
helicopter on Wednesday hoisted an 
injured crewman from the newly built freez-
er longliner Blue North. – uscgnews.com

Juneau watch: A new, bipartisan leadership 
team takes shape in the Alaska House, with 
Rep. Stutes remaining as fisheries commit-
tee chair. – scribd.com

Poor outlook: The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game is forecasting a weak  
commercial harvest of 1.7 million sockeye 
salmon next year in Upper Cook Inlet.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

What went wrong? The U.S. Coast Guard 
continues its investigation into the  
summer sinking of the Bering Sea trawler 
Alaska Juris. – kucb.org

A unified voice: Seafood Harvesters of 
America speaks to the incoming Trump 
administration. – seafoodharvesters.org

Modernizing the fleet: Leaders in Wash-
ington state see a big opportunity in replac-
ing North Pacific fishing vessels.  
– seattletimes.com

What’s for dinner? Americans are eating 
more fish, but still not enough.  
– usatoday.com

Crab closure: Elevated levels of domoic 
acid are causing problems along the Ore-
gon coast. – dfw.state.or.us

More domoic acid drama: Washington 
shellfish managers are delaying the start of 
the commercial Dungeness crab fishery on 
the state’s southern coast. – wdfw.wa.gov

Northern California crab season set: 
The commercial Dungeness fishery opened 
Dec. 1 north of Humbolt Bay to the Oregon 
state line. – cdfgnews.wordpress.com

Pollock power: The quota for Bering Sea 
pollock is likely to remain high next year 
based on the new stock assessment.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

New commerce secretary: President-elect 
Trump has tapped billionaire Wilbur Ross 
for commerce secretary, and part of his job 
will be overseeing the nation’s fisheries.  
– npr.org

Willapa woes: Gillnetters in Washington 
state’s Willapa Bay seem to be losing their 
grip. – chinookobserver.com

What sank the F/V Alaska Juris? A public 
hearing is set to begin next week into the 
July sinking of the Bering Sea trawler.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com
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COMMENTARY

Fishing is as emblematic to Canada as ice hockey. It’s also a way 
of life with a long tradition in coastal indigenous communities. 

But since European contact, it’s been all but eliminated as an eco-
nomic development opportunity for them.

As Canada struggles to come to terms with reconciliation, court 
cases are helping define what indigenous rights and title mean in 
day-to-day life. If the federal government is serious about its com-
mitment to a new and respectful relationship with indigenous peo-
ples, it should set the tone through policies that address historic 
injustices, such as in commercial fishing practices.

It’s been seven years since the court recognized the Nuu- 
chah-nulth’s right to fish for a living. Despite losing two appeals 
and being given years to work through the court’s ruling, Canada 
has yet to negotiate or put in place court-mandated fishing plans. 
These Vancouver Island communities are tired of waiting. In  
September, hereditary chiefs dismissed Fisheries and Oceans  
Canada’s regional director-general from a meeting, telling her not 
to return until Canada is ready to implement the five nations’ right 
to catch and sell fish.

This and one other court ruling acknowledge an aboriginal 
right to commercial fisheries beyond already established food, 
social, and ceremonial fisheries. Nuu-chah-nulth rights to sell fish 
apply to any fish species in the territory except geoduck. The right 
can be restricted for valid conservation reasons, as the nations’  
fishing plans reflect. But while Canada’s courts recognize rights-
based fisheries, those rights are not respected. The federal fisher-
ies department approved minimal harvests of gooseneck barna-
cles and Chinook salmon, but turned down everything else the  
Nuu-chah-nulth proposed.

The court case examined the Nuu-chah-nulth’s pre-contact way 
of life alongside current West Coast fishery regulations. Fishing and 
fisheries resources trading were recognized as practices integral to 

Canada reconciliation requires recognizing  
rights-based fishing

by DAVID SUZUKI

the distinctive cultures of pre-contact society. The Nuu-chah-nulth 
were acknowledged as a fishing people who depended almost 
entirely on ocean and river resources for food and economic trade.

Over the past 20 years, many commercial fisheries in Canada 
have become more ecologically sound, yet economic benefits 
rarely go to communities living near the resources. Selling marine 
resources is an important community development opportunity 
for indigenous peoples who face erosion of their traditional fishing 
culture alongside limited job opportunities. A 23-kilogram halibut, 
for example, fetches about $500. It doesn’t take many to make a 
huge economic difference for these small communities. But about 
80 percent of the halibut industry’s annual allocation is not fished 
by those who actually own the quota. Seventy percent of the hali-
but’s value goes to the leaseholder, with only 30 percent for the 
fishing operation. Most of the price to harvesters bypasses coastal 
communities, often ending up outside of Canada.

Canada’s fisheries policies benefit industrial operations over 
aboriginal rights-based fisheries. While redeveloping aboriginal 
commercial fisheries alongside existing fisheries won’t be easy, it’s 
the next evolution. Halibut, salmon, crab, prawn, sablefish, and 
herring catches, of particular interest to the Nuu-chah-nulth, are 
fully allocated. But the Nuu-chah-nulth were the first to have a 
commercial fishery, and the court found it was unfairly taken from 
them. So it must be restored.

Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission called on all 
of society to embrace reconciliation, which is guided by the tenets 
of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Article 
20 says, “Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and devel-
op their political, economic, and social systems or institutions, to 
be secure in the enjoyment of their own means of subsistence and 
development, and to engage freely in all their traditional and other 
economic activities.” Despite mixed support from federal and pro-

vincial governments for UNDRIP, the commis-
sion emphasized its importance for reconcilia-
tion to succeed.

Indigenous peoples have been denied their 
share of marine resources for too long, watch-
ing as commercial and recreational fisheries 
profit from resources on their waters while 
their boats sit idle. For cultures built on shar-
ing and selling those resources, it’s a bitter pill 
and a threat to cultural survival. It’s time for a 
new relationship built on co-management and 
equitable division of ocean resources, guided 
by a shared commitment to ocean conservation. 
Reconciliation in action would mean restoring 
the rights of the Nuu-chah-nulth and other 
indigenous peoples to fish for a living. 

David Suzuki, co-founder of the David Suzuki 
Foundation, is a scientist, environmentalist, and 
broadcaster. David Suzuki Foundation senior com-
munications specialist Theresa Beer contributed to 
this commentary, which is taken with permission 
from davidsuzuki.org/blogs/science-matters.
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NEWS NET

Suit filed as West Coast 
anchovy management 
gets closer look 

The West Coast’s commercial northern anchovy fishery is draw-
ing more scrutiny, and a new lawsuit accuses federal managers of  
“failing to base the catch limit and related management measures on 
the best scientific information available.”

Filed the day before Thanksgiving in the U.S. District Court for 
Northern California by the Oceana environmental advocacy group, 
the lawsuit claims that “best available estimates” show that the 
ocean fishery’s 25,000-metric-ton annual harvest limit encompasses 
most or all of the anchovy population.

According to the lawsuit, the National Marine Fisheries Service 
“violated the law by failing to articulate the scientific basis for  
this catch limit” and hasn’t taken legally required steps to  

prevent overfishing.
The lawsuit also alleges that fishing has removed enough  

anchovy to deprive sea lions and brown pelicans of food, violating 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Mostly based in California, the small-scale anchovy fishery had 
an annual 31,000-ton catch cap until 2011, when it was reduced to 
25,000 tons. Oceana is challenging the 2016 federal reauthorization 
of the catch limit.

In most recent years, the fishery hasn’t come close to meeting the 
catch limit. California landings have ranged from a high of 19,277 
tons in 2001 to a low of about 1,000 tons in 2010.

About 17,000 tons were landed in 2015, and a similar haul was 
seen in 2016.

While Oceana describes the harvest limit as one that “could  
swallow all the anchovy available,” fishery managers categorize 
northern anchovy as a monitored species, or one with no pressing 
stock assessment needs.

The fishery’s harvest cap is well below its overfishing limit of 
100,000 tons, and its managers believe that population swings are 

Regional action plans to help deal with climate change
Editor’s note: This commentary originally appeared Dec. 16 on noaa.gov.

Across America, changes in our climate and oceans are having 
very real and profound effects on communities, businesses, 

and the natural resources we depend on.
Fishing communities face extra challenges, as droughts, floods, 

rising seas, ocean acidification, and warming oceans change the 
productivity of our waters and where wildlife live, spawn, and 
feed. And there is much at risk – marine fisheries and seafood 
industries support over $200 billion in economic activity and 1.83 
million jobs annually.

NOAA last year set out a national strategy to help scientists,  
fishermen, managers, and coastal businesses better understand 
what’s changing, what’s at risk, and what actions are need-
ed to safeguard America’s valuable marine resources and the  
revenues, jobs, and communities that depend on them. Today, 
NOAA released regional action plans with specific actions to  
better track changing conditions, provide better forecasts, and iden-
tify the best strategies to reduce impacts and sustain our marine 
resources for current and future generations.

Implementing these actions will give decision makers the  
information they need now to sustain our vital marine resources 
and the many people that depend on them every day.

We are seeing dramatic changes, particularly in cooler ocean 
regions like New England and Alaska where warming waters over 
the last 20 years are pushing fish northward or deeper to stay in 
cooler waters. In New England, known for its cod and lobster fish-
ing, ocean temperatures have risen faster than many other parts 
of the world. Changes in the distribution and abundance of these 
and other species have affected where, when, and what fishermen 
catch, with economic impacts rippling into the coastal communities 
and seafood businesses that depend on them. With better informa-
tion on current and future shifts in fish stocks, fisheries managers 
and fishing industries can better plan for and respond to changing 
ocean conditions.

But not all change is bad: As southern fish species like black sea 
bass spread northward along the East Coast, they may provide 
opportunities for additional commercial or recreational fisheries. 
Changing conditions may also stimulate more opportunities for 
other marine-related businesses, such as fish and shellfish farming. 
Better information on when, where, and how marine resources are 
changing is critical to taking advantage of future opportunities and 
increasing the resilience of our fisheries and fishing communities.

Communities and economies in southern states are also being 
impacted by changing climate and ocean conditions. Louisiana los-
es a football field-size area of coastal wetlands to the sea every hour 
due to rising seas and sinking lands. The loss of these essential nurs-
ery areas for shrimp, oysters, crabs, and many other commercial or 
recreationally important seafood species has significant impacts on 
fisheries, seafood industries, and coastal communities. Better infor-
mation and on-the-ground action can reduce these impacts and help  
sustain these vital habitats and the many benefits they provide.

In the Pacific and Caribbean, we’re seeing bleaching and destruc-
tion of vitally important coral reef environments associated with  
warming seas. Covering only 1 percent of the planet, coral reefs 
are the home to 25 percent of all marine species, and upwards of 
40 billion people rely on coral reefs for the fish and shellfish they 
eat. The loss of coral reefs also makes coastal communities more 
vulnerable to storm events. Coral reefs in Puerto Rico, for instance, 
help prevent an estimated $94 million in flood damages every year. 
NOAA’s Coral Bleaching Early Warning System has already helped 
decision makers take action to try and increase resilience of valu-
able reef ecosystems to warming seas and other threats.

These challenges may seem daunting. But with better infor-
mation on what’s changing, what’s at risk, and how to respond,  
decision makers can find ways to reduce impacts, increase  
resilience, and sustain America’s vital marine resources. 

Richard Merrick is chief scientist for NOAA Fisheries. To see the regional 
action plans, go to tinyurl.com/j3uwbeq.

Continued on Page 8

by RICHARD MERRICK
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mostly caused by environmental conditions. In its lawsuit, Oceana 
argues that when population dips, commercial fishing can cause 
“significant changes” in abundance that also affect predator species.

Management update: As the debate surges, there is movement 
toward an updated, more reliable assessment of stock size and  
evaluating new management options.

The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) has called for 
a “methodology review” of the sonar-based surveys that estimate  
anchovy biomass. That’s due in 2018.

At its meeting this spring, the council will consider a range of 
options for updating management.

A research paper titled “Recent Collapse of Northern Anchovy 
Biomass Off California” influenced the filing of Oceana’s lawsuit 
and was included in the PFMC’s briefing materials when it reviewed 
anchovy management last year.

The council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee and the  
Southwest Fisheries ScienceCenter found problems with the paper’s 
conclusions, however, as they’re based on egg and larval survey 
results from a limited area of Southern California.

The federal science teams believe that the Southern California  
surveys didn’t cover enough of the anchovy’s geographical range 
and may have missed significant spawning events. Due to the  
methodology issues, fishery managers consider the egg and larval 
surveys as inadequate for estimating total biomass.

Another surveying method – sonar-based “acoustic trawls” –  
produced an anchovy biomass estimate of 31,427 tons in 2015. But 
the federal scientists deem that number to be unreliable because 
sonar trawls don’t detect fish in the upper water column or  

within nearshore areas.
Missing some fish: “One piece of good news is that scientists 

acknowledge they’re missing an unknown but likely substantial part 
of the population and that current survey methods are inadequate,” 
said Diane Pleschner-Steele, executive director of the California  
Wetfish Producers Association.

The claim that the anchovy population is crashing also doesn’t jibe 
with what fishermen are observing.

Fishermen have told the PFMC they they’re seeing huge schools 
of anchovy – sometimes consisting of tens of thousands of fish – in 
areas of Southern California, Half Moon Bay, and Monterey.

“What one fisherman told me is that what we need is ‘the best 
available common sense,’ and I agree,” Pleschner-Steele said.

Management is challenging due to the varying nature of the 
anchovy population.

“The CPS (coastal pelagic species) fishery management plan and 
harvest control rules are designed to be precautionary, recognizing 
that CPS stocks have naturally large fluctuations in abundance,” said 
Kerry Griffin, the PFMC’s CPS staff officer. “The (management plan) 
is also intended to be fairly nimble and responsive to new informa-
tion and improved science, but it’s not always as easy as it should 
be, especially for the stocks classified as monitored.”

Markers will move when the PFMC meets this April to consider 
the options for determining a new overfishing limit and minimum 
stock size assessment for the anchovy fishery.

Meanwhile, Oceana’s lawsuit asks the court to void the fishery’s 
current catch and overfishing limits and to direct the completion of 
new ones.  – Daniel Mintz

A U.S. Army Chinook helicopter from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., on Dec. 12 prepares to lift a 14,000-pound buoy that washed 
ashore just south of the entrance to Tillamook Bay in Garibaldi, Ore. The beached buoy, which normally marks the navigable  
channel into the bay, was too heavy for a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter to transport. So the Army provided an assist. USCG photo by 
Petty Officer 1st Class Levi Read
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This life insurance costs less 

than that gym membership 

you bought last year.
- Angus Iversen

This year, make a resolution that’s easy to keep. 
Wear a PFD every time you’re on deck. Choose 
the right PFD for you at livetobesalty.org. 
Wear it. And live.

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)

Bering Sea pollock quota remains strong 
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council, at its December 

meeting in Anchorage, set 2017 groundfish quotas for Alaska.
The council set a total allowable catch (TAC) for Bering Sea pol-

lock of 1,345,000 metric tons, a slight increase from the 2016 level 
of 1,340,000 tons.

Bering Sea pollock is the nation’s largest commercial fishery 
by volume. The pollock are fashioned into such products as fish 
sticks and surimi. Pollock roe also is an important component of 
the catch.

Washington’s two U.S. senators are backing six fishery disaster 
requests now pending before the U.S. Department of Commerce.

Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray, both Democrats, sent a letter 
Dec. 2 to Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker asking for an expe-
dited review of the six disaster requests from Washington’s gover-
nor and tribal interests.

“The importance of these fisheries to the Pacific Northwest is 
enormous,” the senators wrote, “and their failure has far reaching 
consequences for tribal, commercial and recreational fishermen 
across Washington state and the Pacific Northwest.”

A federal fishery disaster declaration would make communities 

Senators urge fishery disaster  
declarations in Washington state

eligible for funding for projects such as fisheries recovery, job train-
ing, and infrastructure investments, the senators said.

The 2015 Dungeness crab fishery is one of the six requests. 
This fishery was severely hampered by a massive outbreak of the 
marine toxin domoic acid.

The other requests now before the Commerce Department 
include: 2014 Fraser River sockeye salmon, 2015 Grays Harbor 
coho salmon, 2015 south Puget Sound coho salmon, 2015 statewide 
coho salmon, and 2016 statewide coho salmon.

– Katie Frankowicz

The council set an overall Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands cod 
TAC of 239,399 tons, down nearly 5 percent.

The sablefish TAC was set at 3,009 tons, up 11 percent.
In the Gulf of Alaska, the council set a total pollock TAC of 

208,595 tons, down 19 percent. The cod TAC of 64,442 tons is down 
10 percent. Sablefish is up nearly 11 percent at 10,074 tons.

Council TACs are subject to U.S. Commerce Department  
approval.

– Wesley Loy

The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion on Dec. 2 voted to extend the transition 
period for a policy that would have forced 
commercial gillnet fishermen completely 
off the Columbia River mainstem beginning 
this year.

Now, the Columbia fisheries reform pol-
icy will continue to be debated and studied 
through Dec. 31, 2017. According to a news 
release, this extension “will allow for more 
consideration by commission members and 
consultation with management partners.”

Developed in conjunction with Washing-
ton, the policy has been controversial since 
its adoption in 2013.

The Washington Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission also is considering future options 
for the reform policy, and has a public meet-
ing scheduled for Jan. 13-14 in Vancouver.

Gillnetters have seen the reform as an 
attack, pushed and funded by the sportfish-
ing industry.

– Katie Frankowicz

Columbia gill-
netters get one-
year reprieve



10  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  JANUARY 2017  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  

by DANIEL MINTZ

Improved safety was a major selling point for converting Alaska’s halibut and sablefish fleet to individual fishing quotas. Wesley Loy photo

Safety in IFQs?
Study uncovers a surprise – 15 deaths in Alaska’s halibut  

and sablefish fleet

A recently released study found that “serious hazards 
remain” in Alaska’s quota-based halibut and sablefish 
fishery, with 15 deaths occurring between 2001 and 2015.

Released by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), the “Assessment of Occupational Hazards in 
the Alaskan Halibut/Sablefish Fleet” evaluates fatality risk after 
1995. That’s the year the fishery converted from a derby-style “race  
for fish” system to a more orderly individual fishing quota  
(IFQ) system.

The pre-IFQ years were infamous for brief, hectic seasons 
that saw fishermen working long hours despite savage weather  
conditions. The IFQ system assigned catch shares to fisher-
men, resulting in longer seasons and less pressure to fish under  
adverse conditions.

Although previous studies showed “a significant decrease” in 
the rate and number of fatalities in the first six years following IFQ 

implementation, the recent assessment found that “fluctuations in 
the number and rate of fatalities during a longer time period (1991 
to 2015) have resulted in a minimal decrease in risk.”

The upshot is that “while fishery management policies may  
have influenced safety, other factors may be responsible for the  
persistent hazards observed in the fleet.”

How they died: Of the 15 deaths that occurred between 2001 
and 2015, seven were from drowning related to four vessel disas-
ters. Severe weather was a factor in all four, and the study notes 
that “preventing vessel disasters involves applying good marine 
practices to keep vessels and systems well-maintained and water-
tight.”

Emergency training is also recommended, as is wearing  
personal flotation devices (PFDs). Four deaths in the study’s time 
period involved crew members falling overboard, with none of 
them wearing PFDs.

SAFETY FOCUS
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The remaining fatalities involved three onboard deaths – from 
suffocation in an enclosed space, a head injury from a fall, and  
a drug overdose – and an additional, onshore death from  
drowning after a fall off a dock.

Overall commercial fishing fatalities in Alaska are reported in 
another NOISH study, which shows that 133 fishermen died on the 
job between 2000 and 2009.

The halibut/sablefish study comprises a chapter in the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council’s draft 20-year review  
of the IFQ program, which was presented to the council at its Octo-
ber meeting.

More than management: Devin Lucas, one of the study’s three 
authors, said that although fisheries management can improve 
safety, it’s not going to be a “fix-all” for the hazards fishermen face.

“There are just too many other things that go on on fishing  
vessels and in the environment that contribute to those hazards,” 

he said. “It’s a piece of the solution, but it’s not the whole solu-
tion.”

Defining long-term trends is a challenge because of a lack of 
data on fatalities prior to the late 1980s, but according to a study 
co-authored by former U.S. Coast Guard officer Chris Woodley, 
whose research work is cited in the recent study, there were 14 
halibut fleet fatalities between 1989 and 1994.

Fatalities and the IFQ fishery’s fatality rate – which takes 
increases in fishing days and decreases in vessel numbers into 
account – did decrease noticeably in the first several years follow-
ing the introduction of the quota shares system. But in the years 
from 2004 to 2008, fatalities spiked, with seven deaths from the 
four vessel disasters occurring in 2005 and 2006.

“And then it drops off again – if you look at the last six years, 
there have been quite a few years with no fatalities,” Lucas said. 
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A new study finds that Alaska halibut and sablefish harvesting remains 
quite a hazardous occupation. ASMI photo

“So the message is that IFQs did reduce hazards and there were 
improvements, but clearly there have continued to be fatalities in 
the fleet on and off.”

Lucas added that when considering the trend over the study’s 
time period, the decrease overall is small and “clearly, fishermen 
have continued to be killed in the fleet, and there’s more work to 
be done.”

Safety measures: Getting crew members to wear PFDs is the 
“low-hanging fruit” in that effort, said Anthony Scott Wilwert, 

the Coast Guard’s Alaska vessel safety coordinator, along with 
onboard safety measures like installing emergency winch stops.

Another safety protocol is the Coast Guard’s dockside  
safety examinations, which are mandatory for commercial vessels  
operating beyond 3 miles of the territorial sea baseline. The 
exams were formerly done on a voluntary basis and making them 
mandatory has “certainly put us onboard a lot more vessels,”  
Wilwert said.

Between 700 and 800 vessels were examined annually when 
the program was voluntary. Wilwert estimates that 30 to 35  
percent more boats per year are examined under the mandatory 
version.

The effect over time remains to be seen, because making the 
exams a requirement has been in place only since October 2015.  
But Wilwert said there are indications that risks are being  
effectively addressed.

The 2015 federal fiscal year (October 2014 through September 
2015) was Alaska’s first year with no “operational fatalities” in 
the commercial fishing fleet. In the 2016 fiscal year, two fatalities 
occurred – one when a diver drowned while harvesting sea urchins 
and another when a deckhand fell from a tender.

Wilwert is optimistic about reducing risks, and he cred-
ited safety training and other initiatives by NOISH and the  
Alaska Marine Safety Education Association with furthering the  
effort. Another factor, he said, is the character of Alaska’s  
commercial fleet.

“We have some really awesome fishermen up here in Alaska 
who are very professional and understand their proximity to  
rescue and that they need to be able to sustain themselves if  
something goes wrong,” Wilwert said. 

SAFETY FOCUS
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The F/V Kupreanof goes 
down in the Gulf of 
Alaska west of Juneau. 
This image is taken 
from an amazing U.S. 
Coast Guard rescue 
video, available online 
at tinyurl.com/h7lacy3.

Lessons learned
Two commercial fishing vessels 

encounter big trouble on the water
Editor’s note: The following are marine accident briefs from the  

National Transportation Safety Board. The first brief describes the  
sinking of the F/V Kupreanof off Southeast Alaska, and the second  
examines the grounding of the fish-processing vessel Gordon Jensen in 
Canadian waters.

 Sinking of the F/V Kupreanof
About 0300 local time on June 10, 2015, the uninspected commer-

cial fishing vessel Kupreanof began taking on water while transit-
ing from Juneau to Bristol Bay, Alaska. About two and a half hours 
later, the vessel sank in 420 feet of water. All four crewmembers 
were rescued without injury by the Coast Guard soon after aban-
doning ship. About 7,300 gallons of diesel fuel and an unknown 
quantity of hydraulic and lubricating oil were aboard the vessel 
when it sank. The Kupreanof was not salvaged due to the water 
depth. The vessel and the equipment stowed on deck were valued 
at $875,000.

The Kupreanof, a 73-foot-long, steel-hulled fish tender, was built 
in 1975 and its home port was Petersburg, Alaska. Tenders meet 
at sea with fishing boats that have reached full capacity, onload 
the fish, and then transport the catch to the nearest fish process-
ing plant. According to crewmembers, the vessel had primarily 
worked the Inside Passage in Southeast Alaska prior to the acci-
dent. The transit to Bristol Bay was the vessel’s first voyage in the 
open ocean in over two decades.

The Kupreanof was crewed by an unlicensed captain, an engi-
neer, and two deckhands. The captain had worked in the fishing 
and yachting industries for about 40 years, with about 10 years of 
experience on tenders. He was hired on the Kupreanof three weeks 

before the accident voyage and had only begun significant work on 
the vessel 10 days prior to departure. The other three crewmembers 
joined the tender between June 1 and June 2. None of the crew-
members had any previous experience on the vessel.

A September 2014 survey reported that the Kupreanof was 
“immaculately kept, well maintained, in excellent condition, and 
fully equipped for her intended service.” The survey also noted 
that the hull of the vessel had been ultrasonically tested in 2012 
and deemed to be in satisfactory condition. By May 2015, the vessel 
was under new ownership, and the captain stated that it was in “a 
little bit rougher shape than I knew about.” The condition did not 
concern the captain enough, however, to stop him from taking the 
vessel out to sea.

On the morning of June 7, the Kupreanof departed Petersburg en 
route to Bristol Bay via the Gulf of Alaska. That evening, the vessel 
stopped in Juneau, Alaska, to load provisions, repair one of its two 
cranes, and correct a minor plumbing problem.

The Kupreanof got underway from Juneau about 0500 on June 9. 
About 1500, the captain checked the weather forecast but was not 
concerned with the conditions. Issued at 0400 that morning, the 
National Weather Service forecast predicted winds increasing to 
30 knots and seas building to 11 feet through the evening. A small 
craft advisory was in effect through the night.

An hour later, before reaching the open waters of the Gulf of 
Alaska, the captain anchored the vessel at Inian Passage to test the 
anchoring equipment, check the lashings of the gear on deck, and 
review safety equipment and procedures with the crewmembers. 
During the safety review, the captain instructed the three crew-
members on donning survival suits, launching the liferaft, and 

SAFETY FOCUS
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locating and operating the emergency position indicating radio 
beacon (EPIRB). The captain also assigned each crewmember spe-
cific responsibilities in the event of an emergency.

About 1800, the vessel weighed anchor and resumed its voy-
age to Bristol Bay with the four crewmembers alternating watches 
at the helm. Three hours later, after the vessel entered the Gulf of 
Alaska, the weather conditions worsened as seas increased to 15-20 
feet. Just prior to midnight, the captain assumed the watch from a 
deckhand and checked the weather forecast. The National Weather 
Service forecast, which had been issued at 1600 (an hour after the 
captain had last checked the forecast), included a gale warning 
with 35 knot winds and 10-foot seas predicted through the night. 
The captain said the report surprised him based on what he had 
seen in the earlier report. He also stated that he did not know actu-
al wind speeds at the time because the vessel’s anemometer was 
not working.

About 0300, the captain woke the engineer; after the engineer 
relieved him at the helm, the captain went to the vessel’s aft deck 
to secure a large hose that had come loose. Thirty minutes later, the 
captain noticed that the stern was “sitting down” more than nor-
mal and not shedding water as expected. Soon after, he noted that 
the vessel had taken on a port list.

 In an attempt to resolve the list, the captain checked the engine 
room for water accumulation and pumped out the space, along 
with the shaft alley. He then began pumping out the lazarette, the 
aft-most space on the vessel. A single pump was used to remove 
water, with a valve manifold in the engine room controlling which 
space was being pumped. The captain did not find a significant 
amount of water in the engine room spaces, but he could not check 
the lazarette because equipment was stowed atop the access hatch.

Both the main fish hold and the aft bait hold were completely 
filled with water before the Kupreanof left Petersburg. The cap-
tain stated that he did not attempt to pump out the water in these 
spaces, fearing that free surface effect in the holds would make the 
vessel less stable. Both the captain and the engineer were aware 
that the vessel had capsized several years before when the holds 
had not been completely filled.

After unsuccessfully attempting to resolve the port list, the cap-
tain woke the other crewmembers to alert them of the problem and 
directed them to move to the upper decks with their survival suits. 
The list and aft trim on the vessel progressively worsened with the 
stern continuing to sink further into the sea and waves breaking 
over the transom. The captain turned the vessel south into the seas, 
but conditions did not improve.

Crewmembers stated that none of the vessel’s bilge alarms 
sounded prior to abandoning the vessel. The captain told investiga-
tors that he had satisfactorily tested all bilge alarms prior to leaving 
Petersburg, with the exception of the lazarette. He could not test 
the lazarette alarm because the access was blocked by equipment 
on deck.

At 0342, the captain made a Mayday call to the Coast Guard. 
The nearby fish-processing vessel Gordon Jensen, which was about 
10 miles away, responded to the distress call by heading toward 
the location of the Kupreanof, and Coast Guard Sector Juneau 
launched rescue helicopters from Air Station Sitka and Air Station 
Kodiak to assist the sinking vessel.

After all attempts to correct the list had failed, the crew donned 
their immersion suits, deployed the liferaft, and moved to the bow 
for safety while they waited for the Coast Guard to arrive. They 
continued to maintain communications via radio with the Coast 
Guard, and after a helicopter arrived on scene about 0510, the crew 
moved to the aft deck, entered the water, and boarded the liferaft. 
A Coast Guard rescue swimmer assisted each crewmember into 

Continued on Page 16

the helicopter’s rescue basket where they were hoisted one by one 
into the aircraft. The last crewmember was rescued from the water 
about 0540 as the vessel sank stern first.

The captain stated that he did not know what caused the vessel 
to sink, since he was unable to determine the source or location 
of the flooding. He believed a crack might have developed on the 
stern deck that led to flooding of an aft compartment. Since the ves-
sel was not salvaged after the accident, the cause of the foundering 
could not be determined.

Probable cause
The National Transportation Safety Board determines that the 

probable cause of the sinking of the fishing vessel Kupreanof was 
the flooding of an aft compartment, likely the lazarette.

Access to high-risk spaces
Blocking access to high-risk spaces, such as the lazarette on the 

Kupreanof, is a safety hazard. Without access, operators cannot be 
sure of the condition of the space, nor can they respond when emer-
gencies, like flooding, affect those spaces. In this accident, access to 
the lazarette – the space containing the steering machinery and one 
or more hull penetrations – was obstructed, which prevented crew-
members from determining if it was the source of flooding and, if 
so, possibly addressing the hazard. 

Testing of alarms and sensors
All alarms and sensors should be tested on a regular basis to 

verify operation so that the crew has early warning of developing 
hazards.

 Grounding of the processor Gordon Jensen
On Dec. 19, 2015, about 1810 local time, the U.S.-flag  

fish-processing vessel Gordon Jensen, en route from Seattle,  
Washington, to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, grounded in Canadian 
waters near the town of Bella Bella, British Columbia, about 250 nm 
northwest of Vancouver, Canada. As a result of the grounding, the 
forward-most portside ballast tank was breached, costing $583,376 
in repairs. There were 165 persons aboard the vessel. No injuries or 
pollution were reported.

The Gordon Jensen, originally named the USS Zeus, was built in 
1943 by the Chicago Bridge and Iron Co. as a tank transport ship. It 
was sent to the World War II Pacific Theater to enable Navy person-
nel to repair damaged ships. After the end of the war, it remained 
a part of the Navy’s reserve fleet until 1973. The following year, 
the Navy sold it to a commercial operator, who converted it to a 
salmon-processing vessel. Icicle Seafoods, the owner and operator 
of the Gordon Jensen at the time of the accident, purchased and 
renamed the vessel in 2012.

The 311-foot vessel departed Seattle for Dutch Harbor, Alas-
ka, about 0100 on Dec. 18, 2015, the day before the accident. The 
grounding occurred about 1810 the following evening, Dec. 19. 
Vessel personnel were preparing for an abandon-ship drill that the 
master had scheduled to begin at 1815. Because of the darkness, 
the master illuminated deck lights in advance of the drill to enable 
vessel personnel to readily locate and proceed to their assigned 
muster stations. The master and an able seaman serving as look-
out were in the wheelhouse navigating the vessel at the time. A 
third person, the fish-processing operations manager, was also in 
the wheelhouse to take notes about the drill. The master had set 
the vessel’s steering to autopilot for the passage. The autopilot had 
built-in alarm features that, if properly set, would have alerted the 
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navigation crew if the vessel proceeded off course; however, the 
master did not set these alarms. He told investigators after the acci-
dent that he had scheduled the abandon-ship drill for that time of 
the evening (1) so that it could be conducted while the vessel was 
in protected waters, and (2) to minimize disruptions to the sleep 
and rest times of personnel standing watches, so that as few people 
as possible were adversely affected by the timing of the drill.

However, the master also told investigators that, in hindsight, 
scheduling the drill for the time when the vessel would be travers-
ing the passage was a mistake. He said that he was distracted from 
navigating by his supervision of the crew drill, while the vessel 
was traversing the narrow passage. He told investigators, had he 
waited 15 minutes, “I would have been in pretty clear, open water 
and would not have had to focus as much on the navigation part 
there, as opposed to where I was.”

The master told investigators that in the wintertime he typically 
took the accident route to avoid open water so as not to expose the 
people aboard to more adverse weather conditions. In the summer-
time, when weather conditions were typically calmer, the master 
would transit with the vessel in open seas to the west.

The master also believed that, because of the drill, the illumina-
tion of the deck lights outside the wheelhouse limited his ability 
to scan the external environment and restricted his navigation to 
radar. Had the master set the navigation alarms, they would have 
alerted him when the vessel veered off track into shallow water, 
thereby enabling him to correct the course.

The evidence supports not only the master’s explanation of his 
errors, including his effort to conduct two intensive activities – the 
emergency drill and the vessel navigation in a narrow passage –  
simultaneously, but also the effects of those errors on the safety 
of the vessel. Conducting the drill while attempting to navigate 
through a narrow passageway increased opportunities for error, 
because the master could not do either task effectively while try-
ing to do them simultaneously. The master’s decision to navigate 
through a narrow passage while overseeing an abandon-ship drill 
at the same time limited his ability to navigate, which led directly 
to the grounding.

After the accident, about 1900, the ship’s crew notified the  
Canadian Coast Guard, who allowed the vessel to divert to  
Ketchikan, Alaska, to undergo repairs. The U.S. Coast Guard, who 
was notified by the company after the grounding, inspected the 
vessel after its arrival in Ketchikan.

Investigators attempted to determine why this master – who, 
according to his estimate, had made 50 transits through that 
waterway and had years of experience as a fishing vessel master –  
decided to conduct a drill while transiting the narrow waterway. 
Company policy, in accordance with Coast Guard rules, called for 
post-accident drug and alcohol testing of the officers on watch. The 
vessel’s safety officer and the fish-processing operations manager 
tested the master for alcohol about 1940 that evening using a sali-
va swab. The result was positive for alcohol consumption, and a  
second swab revealed the same result. Consequently, at 2037, com-
pany officials took a breathalyzer sample of the master, which 
showed a blood alcohol concentration of 0.029 gm/dL. At 2100, 
company officials searched the master’s onboard living quarters, 
which he shared with his wife who worked in the fish-process-
ing part of the vessel: Two mostly empty bottles of alcohol were 
found. The company prohibited possession and consumption of  
alcohol on its vessels. The master’s breath alcohol level of 0.029 
gm/dL, tested about 2.5 hours after the accident, indicates that 
at the time of the accident his alcohol level exceeded the Coast 
Guard’s maximum allowable alcohol level of 0.040 gm/dL. Assum-
ing no consumption of alcohol after the accident (the master was 

in the presence of company officials during that time) and based 
on the accepted rate of elimination of ethanol from blood (rang-
ing from 0.015 to 0.020 gm/dL per hour), the master’s calculated 
breath alcohol level at the time of the accident likely ranged from 
about 0.066 to 0.076 gm/dL. Company officials also collected urine 
samples from the master and watch officers, which were tested 
for the five classes of illegal drugs. The results of the urine tests  
were negative.

In addition, the master told investigators – as the Coast Guard’s 
medical records of the master confirmed – that at the time of the 
accident he was taking gabapentin, an anti-seizure prescription 
medication that may be sedating, to treat back pain. The Coast 
Guard approved the master’s use of the drug after reviewing 
supplemental information about his acceptable history of its use, 
which the prescribing physician provided. The master also told 
investigators that he had taken NyQuil the afternoon of the acci-
dent because he was having flu-like symptoms, such as cough-
ing. NyQuil is the brand name of an over-the-counter medication 
that contains doxylamine, a sedating antihistamine that is also the 
active ingredient in over-the-counter sleep aids. NyQuil also con-
tains 10 percent alcohol, which investigators ruled out as having 
caused the master’s breath alcohol level but may nevertheless have 
been sedating. In addition, because of digestive issues, the master 
reported that he had made frequent visits to the bathroom the night 
before the accident.

Therefore, at the time of the accident, the master was under 
the influence of alcohol and two sedating medications that inter-
acted with each other (the prescription drug gabapentin, known 
to be sedating when interacting with other medications, and the 
over-the-counter antihistamine doxylamine found in NyQuil). 
Moreover, he was sleep-deprived as a result of being awakened 
numerous times throughout the night by his coughing and the 
need to use the bathroom. Consequently, the master’s cognitive 
performance at the time of the accident – that is, his ability to make 
good decisions, to shift attention as needed, and to quickly react 
to events, among other cognitive skills – was compromised. The 
cumulative effects of sleep deprivation, two sedating substances, 
and alcohol consumption on the master’s performance explains his 
poor decision-making at the time of the accident and his inability to 
recognize the hazards of conducting a drill while transiting a nar-
row waterway. Further, the Coast Guard’s approval of the master’s 
using gabapentin was predicated on his avoiding the use of other 
medications, including over-the-counter ones, simultaneously. In 
its Navigation and Vessel Information Circular (NVIC) 04-08, the 
Coast Guard warned mariners of the need to avoid combining 
medications with other potentially impairing medications.

Along with not conforming to the Coast Guard’s warning to 
mariners regarding the use of over-the-counter medications with 
prescribed medications, the master knowingly violated the com-
pany’s zero-tolerance policy regarding the possession and use of 
alcohol while on board its vessels. He also violated Coast Guard 
regulations that prohibit operating a vessel while under the influ-
ence of alcohol. In sum, the master’s actions endangered himself 
and the other 164 persons aboard the Gordon Jensen.

 Probable cause
The National Transportation Safety Board determines that the 

probable cause of the grounding of fish-processing vessel Gordon 
Jensen was the combined effects of prescription pain medication, 
over-the-counter cold medication, alcohol, and sleep deprivation, 
which led to the master’s impaired cognitive performance, pre-
venting him from recognizing that he could not effectively perform 
the duties and responsibilities of master. 

SAFETY FOCUS
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Ideal for seining, crabbing

THE F/V LOUI M
by Daniel Mintz

Working with Wahl: After taking a 10-year break from commer-
cial fishing, Mark Anderson got back into it with a splash. In late 2012, 
he returned with a new 58-foot seiner/crabber, the F/V Loui M. 

The construction of the Loui M rekindled Anderson’s longtime 
collaboration with Fred Wahl, a well-known Reedsport, Oregon-based 
boat designer and builder. Wahl built Anderson’s first new boat, the 
F/V St. Patrick, in the 1990s, when the Fred Wahl Marine Construction 
boat yard was just starting.

“I was a young, upcoming fisherman, and he was an up-and- 
coming boat builder,” Anderson said.

Seeking to spend more time with his family, Anderson sold the 
St. Patrick to the University of Washington in 2002 and ran it as a 
research vessel. A decade later, he was invited into a partnership, 
working with Wahl on the construction of the Loui M and a  

58-by-26-foot combination boat, the F/V Magnus Martens.
 At the time, Wahl was trying to market a boat design featuring a 

22.5-foot beam – a configuration ideal for seining and crabbing. 
Anderson was open to it, and that design was chosen for the  

Loui M. When the boat’s construction was finished in December 
2012, Anderson had traded his ownership share of the Magnus 
Martens to become co-owner of the Loui M with Mike and Fred Wahl 
of Wahl Fisheries.

The vessel worked the Southeast Alaska pink salmon seine fishery 
in 2013, followed by the Oregon Dungeness crab fishery. Wahl 
quickly sold two more of the narrow-beam boats. “He was totally right 
– there was a market for it,” Anderson said. 

Faster, more affordable: The Loui M’s beam design makes it “a 
little bit more of an elegant seiner,” said Anderson. It also offers some 

Welcome Aboard

The Loui M rolls a 9,000-pound bag of pink salmon in Southeast Alaska’s Clarence Strait.



19  JANUARY 2017  |  WELCOME ABOARD IS BROUGHT TO YOU COURTESY OF THE PACIFIC FISHING ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

Manufacturers of  
Hydraulic Deck Equipment  

Commercial Vessel Dockside  
Conversions and Repairs

Only 12 miles up river from the  
Port of Newport, Oregon

508 SE Butler Bridge Rd.
Toledo, Oregon 97391

Ph: 541.336.5593

F/V Loui M 
Congratulations on 
your new Yaquina 

Seine Winch

practical advantages.
“We felt that it would be a more afford-

able boat to operate, it would be faster, and 
it would be an easier boat to seine with,” he 
continued. “Those were the things on the 
drawing board that we felt were important.”

The vessel is outfitted with a 19-liter, 
600-hp Cummins main – the same engine 

used on the wider Magnus Martens. But the 
Loui M is more fuel-efficient and, surprisingly, 
more stable. 

“I find the Loui M to be slightly more of a 
comfortable ride on the ocean,” Anderson  
said. 

Another notable aspect is the vessel’s  
Continued on Page 20

Loui M crew member Maria Debari stands knee-deep in a haul of salmon.

«High resolution bathymetry data 
and tidal zones means positioning 
pots has never been more precise»

Mark Anderson,
Skipper of Loui M

CALL uS todAy:
+1 503 579 1414

www.mytimezero.com tidal currents3d bathymetry
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ample 160,000-pound hold capacity. Anderson attributes that to hav-
ing “a bigger, deeper, fuller hull” than other boats with the same width.

The Loui M also has something that’s unique to Wahl-built boats 
– an electrically powered hydraulic system augmented by a separate 
system driven off the main engine. Electric power can be used for 
lower-load crabbing operations, but for higher-demand salmon  
seining, the hydraulics are run off the main with electric as a backup. 

“It takes so much hydraulics to run a seiner operation these days, 
it’s hard to do it electrically,” said Anderson. 

‘Hooked on the lifestyle’: A resident of Friday Harbor,  
Washington, Anderson is 59 years old and began commercial fishing 

work in 1977 as a means of paying his way through college.
“I was not thinking I was destined to be a commercial fisherman, 

but by the end of my college career I was pretty hooked on the 
lifestyle,” he said. 

After working his way up through the cannery industry, Anderson 
got his first boat in 1986 and sold it four years later. He explored 
boat-building partnerships, but nothing clicked until he visited Wahl’s 
boat yard.

Anderson was impressed, and the construction of the F/V St.  
Patrick advanced his fishing career and was also part of Wahl’s early 
boat design and construction work. The development of the Loui M 
brings the working relationship to the present day. 

Anderson splits operation of the Loui M with Patrick “Sully” Sullivan, 
who heads the boat’s Dungeness crabbing operation from winter to 
spring in Oregon.

Being a co-owner of the boat, Anderson finds that “it’s hard to hand 
it off to someone else,” but Sullivan has shown that he’s worthy of it. 

“He takes care of the boat very much like it’s his own, and I  
really like how he manages his end of things when he’s got it,”  
said Anderson. 

Fishery search: Southeast Alaska and Puget Sound salmon  
seining complements the crabbing, but Anderson gave the Oregon 
squid fishery a try last year and expects to do it again this spring. 

He’s also considering pot fishing for black cod. “At this point, we’re 
looking at whether it would be cost-effective to rig the boat up for that 
and maybe to lease quota,” Anderson said.

Starting next year, pot fishing for cod will be legal in Alaska.  
“Nobody knows how it’s going to go,” said Anderson, adding that the 
cod fishery is “hard to dive into” because of its expenses. But adding 
cod to the Loui M’s range of fisheries is “on the drawing board.”

This year’s Alaska pink salmon season only saw half the catch that 
was predicted and, Anderson said, the Dungeness fishery is carrying 

Mark Anderson is the Loui M’s co-owner and helms the vessel’s 
salmon seining operation.

Ü Commercial and recreational propeller repair.
Ü Commercial and recreational propellers IN 

STOCK up to 60” diameter.
Ü Custom manufacturing up to 168” diameter in 

Bronze, Nibral and Stainless.

4463 26TH AVE WEST  |  SEATTLE WA 98199
P: 206-283-7707  |  F: 206-283-0586

jake@krugerpropeller.com

Nominate fishing vessels for possible inclusion in a future issue of Pacific Fishing.
Send your nominations to  Christie Daigle at christied@nwpublishingcenter.com & Diane Sandvik at dianes@pacificfishing.com

wants to hear from you

Happy New Year!We’re wishing you a joyful & prosperous 2017!
      The Pacific Fishing team

Welcome     Aboard

*  *  *
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Builder/Marine Architect/ 
  Annual haul-out shipyard ............. Fred Wahl Marine Construction, Inc.
Length and beam ............................ 58' Length / 22'6" Beam
Permit broker ................................... Dock Street Brokers
Power, main(s) and size ................. Cummins QSK19 – 600HP
Hydraulic hoses/retailer.................. A-1 Coupling & Hose (Gates hose)
Service for main ............................... Curry Marine
Reduction gear and ratio ................ Twin Disc MGX-516 5.03:1
Auxiliaries and sizes ........................ John Deere 65kw and 99kw
Generator and size .......................... John Deere 4045 TFM 65kw/6068 TFM 99kw
Lubricants ......................................... Delo 400
Lubricant retailer ............................. McVoy Oil / Tyree Oil
Skiff .................................................... Mavrik Marine
Skiff power ........................................ John Deere – 335HP
Hydraulics ......................................... Vickers 20HP / Vickers 40HP
Refrigeration ..................................... Cold Sea Refrigeration
Prop ................................................... 68"x46" – 4 Blade Bronze
Prop tuning ....................................... Krueger and Sons
Web hanging  ................................... LFS
Crab gear .......................................... Trilogy Crab Pots

Getting the job done: F/V Loui M
Power block .........................................Marco 33"
Winches ................................................Yaquina Boat Equipment
Machinery/power controls ................Glendenning Engine Controls EEC-4
Chart system ........................................Nobletec TimeZero Catch
Sat phone .............................................MSAT
Sounder(s) and servicing...................Radar Marine / Koden
Finders(s) and servicing.....................Radar Marine / Standard
Sonar and servicing ............................Radar Marine / Simrad
Radio(s) and servicing .......................Radar Marine
Autopilot ..............................................Radar Marine
Proprietary weather service ..............NOAA
Fire suppression system ....................Valley Fire
Windows ..............................................Diamond Sea Glaze
Hatches.................................................Baier Marine
Insurance/broker ................................Wells Fargo
Your buyer ...........................................Silver Bay Seafoods / Hallmark Fisheries
Life rafts ...............................................Guardian (8 man)
Safety equipment retailers  ...............Marine Safety Services
Keel coolers .........................................Duramax Marine
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more weight for the Loui M than salmon. Adding a third fishery is one 
of Anderson’s goals.

Oregon’s Dungeness fishery wasn’t significantly impacted by 
last season’s toxic algal blooms. California’s season was drastically 
delayed, however. “You never know when it’s going to be your turn 
– maybe next year it will be Oregon’s turn or Washington’s turn or 

everyone’s turn,” he said.
But unpredictability is part of the nature of commercial fishing,  

Anderson continued, and he views the future optimistically. “I don’t 
think I’d be a commercial fisherman if I wasn’t somewhat of an  
optimist, and I don’t think I’d be as heavily invested in fishing if I 
wasn’t optimistic about it,” he said.
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SCIENCE

Coho smolt. John McMillan photo

NOAA Fisheries has released a recovery plan 
for Oregon Coast coho salmon that calls for  

public-private partnerships to conserve habi-
tat for the threatened species, positioning coho  
for possible removal from the federal list of 
threatened and endangered species within the 
next 10 years.

If the plan is successful, Oregon Coast coho 
could become the first of 28 threatened and 
endangered species of salmon and steelhead on 
the West Coast to recover to the point they can be 
delisted from the Endangered Species Act.

“We can see that recovery is in reach for  
Oregon Coast coho, which is a testament to the 
hard work by the state, coastal communities, and landowners to 
restore habitat and reduce threats from hatcheries and harvest,” 
said Barry Thom, West Coast regional administrator for NOAA 
Fisheries. “Strong partnerships have brought us this far, and they 
will be critical to get the rest of the way to delisting.”

Decimation: As many as 1 to 2 million coho once returned to 
rivers and streams on the Oregon Coast, supporting fisheries 
that helped anchor local economies. Intensive fishing and heavy  

New recovery  
plan aims for  
delisting Oregon 
Coast coho salmon

logging through the 1900s contributed to declines, and the  
number of spawning adults dropped below 15,000 in the 1980s. 
NOAA Fisheries initially listed Oregon Coast coho as a threatened 
species in 1998.

The condition of the species has since improved as state fish 
and wildlife officials have reduced the risks posed by harvest and 
hatcheries. Partnerships bridging state, local, tribal, and federal  
levels have helped implement projects to reopen and improve  
habitat. Recent numbers have ranged from more than 350,000 
spawning adults in 2011 and 2014, dropping back to 57,000 in 2015.

The threats still affecting coho include degraded habitat, espe-
cially the loss of floodplain habitat where many juvenile coho 
spend their first year growing before migrating to the ocean. A lack 
of large wood in rivers that provides rearing habitat for young fish 
is also a factor. Reduced water quality and barriers such as culverts 
that block migrating fish pose continuing threats.

“The best available science tells us that habitat is the bottom line 
in stabilizing and rebuilding coho to the point they can sustain 
themselves,” said Rob Walton, recovery coordinator for NOAA 
Fisheries in western Oregon. Coho remain vulnerable to the effects 
of climate change on the rivers and streams where they spawn and 
rear, but improved habitat can help mitigate those impacts.

Key role of landowners, communities: The plan is voluntary, 
not regulatory, and hinges on local support and collaboration. 
Coho recovery, and ultimately delisting, will depend in large part 
on voluntary actions by partners implementing the recovery plan, 
complemented by regulatory protections under the Endangered 
Species Act and other state and local directives. The plan promotes 
a network of partnerships that integrate the needs of Oregon Coast 
coho with the needs of coastal communities.

“The plan recognizes the critical role of local landowners and 
communities in bringing about recovery,” said Guido Rahr, pres-
ident and CEO of the Wild Salmon Center in Portland, which is 
leading development of a business plan to guide local recovery 
measures. “We all must be part of a solution that will deliver mul-
tiple benefits for Oregon in the form of resilient communities, 
improved habitat, and healthy fish populations.”

– NOAA Fisheries
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Few images are more evocative of the history of Alaska’s  
commercial fishing industry than the sleek and sturdy profile of a 
Bristol Bay double-ender under sail.

Thousands of these cannery-owned crafts were constructed 
in San Francisco and the Pacific Northwest and then sent north. 
Once in Alaska, a two-person crew composed of a skipper and a  
“puller” was responsible for harvesting fish without the assistance 
of hydraulics while sailing, rowing, sleeping, and living in an open 
watercraft in Bristol Bay. There is a reason why fisheries historian 
Bob King calls these fishermen the “Iron Men of Bristol Bay.”

Very few of these fishermen are still living, and few of the  
once-ubiquitous double-enders are still in sailing condition.

One seaworthy double-ender is currently in Homer. The vessel 
is a so-called Libby boat, constructed and fished by Libby, McNeill 
& Libby. The company had extensive operations throughout  
Alaska; in Bristol Bay alone it operated canneries at Koggiung, 
Ekuk, Nushagak, Pederson Point, and Kvichak Bay. The Libby  
canneries painted their double-enders butterscotch yellow to  
distinguish their boats from those of other canneries, a color that 
old-timers remember as “Libby orange.”

The federal Fish and Wildlife Service was responsible for manag-
ing Alaska’s salmon fisheries prior to 1959, when Alaska achieved 
statehood. Under pressure from the cannery lobby, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service contended that utilizing sail was a means to  
conserve Bristol Bay salmon. However, fishermen and many  
Alaskans knew what was really happening: Canneries were  
reluctant to spend the money required to retool their fleets to 
accommodate power.

Switching to engines: Only in 1951 did fisheries managers 
allow engines within fishing boats in Bristol Bay. As a result, the 
Bristol Bay salmon fishery is considered the last major commercial 
fishery to be wind-powered. Within a few years, the bulk of the 
fleet had converted to power, including the Libby boat that is now 
in Homer.

Dave Seaman owns the old Libby boat. Seaman is a shipwright 

and a member of the Kachemak Bay Wooden 
Boat Society. Seaman is hoping to sail the  
Libby boat back to Bristol Bay this summer 
and has teamed up with Tim Troll, of the 
Bristol Bay Heritage Land Trust, and others 
to make this historic trip.

The Libby boat will take a route that hundreds of Bristol Bay 
boats follow each year – the Iliamna Portage. It will sail from  
Homer to the Alaska Peninsula, where it will portage through the 
Chigmit Mountains before rejoining water at Lake Iliamna. From 
there, it will sail across Iliamna and down the Kvichak River.

“The tentative plan is to launch from Homer on July 4 and arrive 
in Naknek by the end of the sockeye season,” said Troll, 
right in time for the annual Fishtival celebration.

This journey will commemorate several important 
events in Bristol Bay and Alaska overall. For one, 2017 
marks the tipping point in the Bristol Bay salmon fishery, 
in which there has been “66 years of sail and 66 years of 
power,” Troll explained.

Moreover, the sailing of the double-ender across Lake 
Iliamna will also highlight a significant step forward for 
sockeye salmon conservation in the region. The Bristol 
Bay Heritage Land Trust is partnering with Pedro Bay 
Corp. and Iliamna Natives Ltd. to create the Iliamna 
Islands Conservation Easement, which will consist of 173  
islands and 12,300 acres of prime sockeye spawning  
habitat within Lake Iliamna.

“Lake Iliamna is the largest sockeye-producing lake 
in the world and is the beating heart of the Bristol Bay  
commercial fishery,” explained Troll. “We will sail the boat 
through these (newly protected) islands.”

Commemorating history: Finally, it is 150 years since 
the United States purchased Alaska from Russia. Gov. Bill 
Walker has declared 2017 the Alaska Year of History and 
Heritage. Walker encourages “all Alaskans to take the 
occasion of this 150th anniversary year to study, teach, 

reflect upon our past, and apply its lessons to a brighter, more 
inclusive future.”

Returning the Libby boat to Bristol Bay is a way to commemo-
rate the birth of the commercial salmon fishing industry in the bay, 
just in time for this statewide celebration.

The project is contingent on donations to cover the cost of a new 
sail for the boat, some basic maintenance, and the portage. Bristol 
Bay Heritage Land Trust is leading the fundraising effort. You can 
help this historic double-ender sail home to Bristol Bay by making 
a tax-deductible donation to the project at bristolbaylandtrust.org.

For readers in Puget Sound interested in the history of double-
enders, visit the APA Cannery Museum at Semiahmoo in Blaine 
to see the double-enders on exhibit. Moreover, Sailing for Salmon 
is a photo exhibit highlighting historic images from Bristol Bay,  
currently hosted at the University of Washington’s School of 
Aquatic and Fishery Sciences. Lastly, the new Alaska State  
Museum in Juneau features a Libby boat from the Koggiung/
Graveyard cannery.

Anjuli Grantham is a freelance public historian based in Kodiak. She 
directs the Alaska Historical Society’s Alaska Historic Canneries  
Initiative. Read more of her work at anjuligrantham.com.

LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

Historic double-ender to be sailed back to Bristol Bay

This double-ender is set to sail this summer from Homer to Naknek.  
Tim Troll photo
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Bristol Bay forecast: State fishery managers are forecast-
ing a harvest of about 27.5 million sockeye salmon this year at  
Bristol Bay.

That would be a fairly large catch, if the forecast proves accurate.
Last year, Bristol Bay gillnetters took 37.3 million sockeye. The 

base ex-vessel price of 76 cents a pound was up substantially from 
the 50 cents seen in 2015, and the sockeye catch tallied a total value 
of $153.2 million.

The 2017 forecast projects a harvest of nearly 8.6 million sock-
eye in the Egegik District, followed by 8.3 million in the Naknek- 
Kvichak District and 6.1 million in the Nushagak District.

Bristol Bay sockeye is the state’s single most valuable  
commercial salmon fishery, attracting hundreds of gillnetters every 

summer for a typically brief and intense harvest season.
A recent sockeye market analysis prepared for the Bristol Bay 

Regional Seafood Development Association found considerable 
reason for optimism this year.

“Wholesale prices for sockeye products have trended up in 
recent months,” the analysis says, adding that farmed salmon  
prices also have risen.

Bristol Bay accounted for 36 percent of global sockeye produc-
tion between 2011 and 2014, with Russia the next largest producer 
at 30 percent, the analysis says. Other Alaska regions combined for 

by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK

Another sizeable sockeye harvest projected at Bristol Bay

Bristol Bay’s enormous sockeye runs attract hundreds of commercial  
gillnetters every summer. Wesley Loy photo

27 percent, with Canada and Japan being the 
only other sockeye producers of note.

   
Cook Inlet forecast: Another of Alas-

ka’s major sockeye areas, Upper Cook 
Inlet, is forecast to see a relatively poor commercial harvest of 1.7  
million fish.

“The forecasted commercial harvest in 2017 is 1.2 million less 
than the 20-year average harvest,” the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game said.

The Kenai and Kasilof rivers are the main sockeye systems in 
Upper Cook Inlet.

   
Southeast pink forecast: Last season saw a lousy pink salmon 

harvest in Southeast Alaska. This year could be better, with the 
Department of Fish and Game forecasting a catch of 43 million 
fish.

“An actual harvest of 43 million pink salmon would be just 
above the recent 10-year average harvest of 39 million pink 
salmon,” the department said.

Southeast produced only 18.3 million pinks in 2016, far short 
of forecast. The price averaged 23 cents a pound, compared to 
20 cents in 2015.

   
Fleet reduction: Southeast salmon seiners are again consid-

ering a buyout of some permits.
A voting period was to open Dec. 13 for permit holders to 

decide whether to shoulder a $5.8 million loan to permanently 
retire 22 permits from the fishery.

In 2012, Southeast seiners approved a $13.1 million loan to 
remove 64 permits.

Currently, there are 315 permits in the fishery.
The voting period will end on Jan. 13, according to a federal 

public notice.
The notice, which lists all the permit holders by name, is 

available online at tinyurl.com/hhy6rkf.
   

Sitka herring outlook: One of Alaska’s biggest, earliest, 
most competitive and most valuable herring fisheries occurs 
each spring outside the Southeast town of Sitka.

Last year was frustrating, with the industry taking 9,758 tons 
on a target harvest level of 14,741 tons.

The Department of Fish and Game has announced a quota of 
14,649 tons for the 2017 season.

Sitka herring are prized mainly for their eggs, or roe. The roe 
is marketed primarily in Asia.

   
Blotter: The Unalaska police blotter is known for its often 

colorful entries. Here’s one you’re sure to enjoy.
Suspicious activity, Oct. 22 – Caller reported a possible mutiny aboard 

a fishing vessel as the crew was not listening to the captain and refused to 
get out of bed. The caller called back and reported that everything was fine 
now and the crew was working. An officer responded and confirmed that 
there were no mutinous scurvy dogs upon the vessel. 

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of 
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF:

FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Fleet feels red king crab catch could’ve been better
Fast fishery: It was fast and furious for Alaska’s premier crab 

fishery with the fleet catching the nearly 8-million-pound red king 
crab quota at Bristol Bay in less than three weeks.

The overall take was down 15 percent from the 2015 fishery and 
will likely fetch record prices when all sales are made.

“The only price we have is an advance price so fishermen can 
pay fuel, bait, and other trip expenses. The final price will be 
determined from now to January,” Jake Jacobsen said in early 
November. Jacobsen is executive director of the Inter-Cooper-
ative Exchange, which represents 70 percent of the Bering Sea  
crab harvesters.

Crabbers fetched an average price of $8.18 per pound for their 
king crab in 2015, and the fishery was valued at more than $81  
million at the docks.

The 2016 fishery got underway on Oct. 15 and hauls averaged 
37.4 red king crab per pot, compared to 32 crabs the prior year, 
Jacobsen said, adding that some boats were catching 60 to 70 crab 
per pot, even as the fishery was coming to a close.

The crabbers believe there are lots more crab on the grounds than 
were revealed in the standardized summer survey upon which the 
catch quotas are based.

“It’s not one of those things where we don’t think the crab is 
there; it’s a result of the survey not being able to find them,” said 
Ruth Christiansen, science adviser and policy analyst for Alaska 
Bering Sea Crabbers, a trade group.

Jacobsen agreed.
“Fishermen were very pleased with the good fishing and at the 

same time furious that the catch could be so low when the resource 
is more abundant than they’ve seen in many a year,” he said.

Jacobsen added that fishermen also saw high numbers of female 
and undersized crab, which bodes well for next season. Only  
legal-sized males may be retained for sale.

Federal biologists conduct the annual summer surveys and  
calculate the catch quotas. The state Department of Fish and Game 
manages the Bering Sea crab fisheries in-season.

   
Halibut outlook: The Pacific halibut stock appears to have stabi-

lized, but that isn’t likely to equate to higher catches in 2017.
That was the take-home message from the International Pacific 

Halibut Commission’s interim meeting Nov. 29-30 in Seattle, where 
staff unveiled summer survey results.

The results showed that the overall stock abundance declined a 
bit, and the bulk of the fish remain small for their ages.

But the fact that halibut removals have remained relatively sta-
ble over three years is encouraging news for a stock that was on a 
downward trend for nearly two decades.

Also of note – drops in halibut bycatch across all regions.
“We’ve seen a substantial reduction in bycatch from almost 9 

million pounds in 2014 to about 7 million pounds in 2016,” said 
IPHC biologist Ian Stewart.

The commission will set 2017 catch limits at its annual meeting 
Jan. 23-27 in Victoria, British Columbia.

   
Pot protection: Starting this year, Gulf of Alaska longliners 

targeting sablefish will be able to use pot gear as a way to thwart 

hook-robbing whales.
Pots strung together on longlines have been 

used in the Bering Sea since 2008 to protect 
sablefish catches from killer whales.

Sperm whales are the sablefish pirates in 
the Gulf.

Sablefish can bring $4 to more than $9 a pound, depending  
on fish size. So “getting whaled” adds up to a bad payday  
for fishermen.

The new gear will be legal to use throughout the Gulf, with  
measures in place to prevent conflicts between pots and hooks.

“In the Southeast area, anyone using longline pot gear for sable-
fish will have to remove all of their gear from the fishing grounds 
when they go in to make a landing,” said Rachel Baker, with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service in Juneau.

Cost, however, could stymie many fishermen wanting to  
switch to pot gear. Buying pots and making the necessary vessel 
conversions could cost as much as $100,000.

“So we’re likely to have limited numbers of fishermen switch-
ing to pot gear right away and possibly even down the road,”  
Baker said.

The new rules go into effect in March and will be reviewed after 
three years.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor column and produces “Alaska Fish 
Radio” out of Kodiak.
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Chums hot down south: An enormous return of chum salmon 
to British Columbia’s south coast led to a record catch for seiners 
in Johnstone Strait and a strong fall fishery, which continued into 
mid-November off southeast Vancouver Island.

The latest numbers indicate that over 2 million chums returned 
to the Fraser River, offsetting a record low return of sockeye in the 
river. The 853,000 sockeye in 2016 was the lowest run since records 
started being kept in 1893.

Gillnetters and seiners fished in Johnstone Strait between  
Vancouver Island and the mainland in October.

Preliminary catch numbers from Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) indicate that gillnetters took 220,144 chums, trollers 64,775, 
and seiners 1.06 million.

In the second of two openings for seiners, the fleet took 876,560 
chums in 14 hours of fishing Oct. 17-18.

The volume of fish arriving at the plants from the seine fishery 
was so overwhelming that some boats had to wait four days to 

deliver, with subsequent quality issues resulting.
The Fraser River was open to gillnetters on Oct. 2 and 27.
Trollers had a fishery near the river mouth as well from Oct. 

24-28, which was then extended to Nov. 4, but no boats went out.
When DFO identified a surplus of chums in the Fraser River, it 

allowed a seine opening near the river mouth Oct. 30-31 to take 
41,000 fish. That fishery was a bust, however, according to Barbara 
Mueller, DFO Fraser River manager.

“A handful of boats went out, but they could not find any fish,” 
she said.

Prices ranged as high as $1.57 a pound for net-caught fish 
and $2.50 a pound for frozen-at-sea troll fish. As the season pro-
gressed, prices dropped to 50 cents and even 40 cents per pound in  
some areas.

The chum return not only was good for commercial fishing but 
provided excitement for people in urban areas near Vancouver, 
where chums returned to creeks and the public could view them 
migrating upstream to spawn. Bears and at least one bobcat were 
photographed fishing in the streams.

On B.C.’s north and central coast, the season’s catch was 228,096 
sockeye, 37,752 coho, 1.7 million pinks, 522,648 chums, and  
4,450 Chinook.

by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA
Big chum run helps offset Fraser sockeye crash

Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announces the Oceans Protection Plan 
on Nov. 7 in Vancouver, B.C.

   
Trudeau’s plan: Only three weeks after 

a tug ran aground on B.C.’s central coast, 
spilling diesel fuel into local waters and 
onto valuable clam and seaweed beds,  
Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on 
Nov. 7 announced a national Oceans Protection Plan.

Trudeau said the government of Canada, working with partners 
and engaging indigenous and coastal communities, will devel-
op regulations and other tools to better respond to local marine  
traffic issues.

The five-year, $1.5 billion plan includes new hydrography and 
charting, new navigational aids, and improved marine traffic moni-
toring with new radar sites.

The plan also includes placing additional emergency and 
enforcement officers on the Pacific and Atlantic coasts; amend-
ing Canada’s Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund to ensure adequate  

industry-funded compensation for those affected by oil 
spills; and requiring industry to provide quicker action for 
any spills from a ship.

Trudeau said that the Oceans Protection Plan also will 
expand the Canadian Coast Guard’s role in patrolling and 
monitoring Canada’s marine environment and acting as 
a first responder to marine incidents. For example, the 
plan will strengthen the Coast Guard’s Marine Commu-
nications and Traffic Services Centers to ensure uninter-
rupted communications with mariners. It also will increase  
towing capacity by leasing two large vessels capable of 
towing container ships. And towing kits will be installed 
on major Coast Guard vessels to improve capacity to take 
swift action to avoid disasters.

Canada also intends to form new Indigenous Com-
munity Response Teams in B.C., which will offer training  
for search and rescue, environmental response, and  
incident command.

Future plans include building six new lifeboat stations 
in strategic locations to ensure faster response times and a 
new environmental response depot with modern response 
equipment and a dedicated team near Port Hardy, B.C.

Trudeau also vowed to create four additional Primary Environ-
mental Response Teams to strengthen Coast Guard on-scene capac-
ity across Canada during marine pollution incidents.

Trudeau’s announcement did not include any reference to  
his 2015 election campaign promise to bring in a north coast  
tanker ban.

It also did not address the B.C. government’s demand for three 
new salvage rescue tugs, a new Coast Guard station in Prince 
Rupert, and funding for a maritime training center at the B.C.  
Institute of Technology.

   
Tug recovered: As mentioned above, the tug Nathan E. Stew-

art ran aground near Bella Bella on Oct. 13, spilling 28,412 gallons 
of diesel and 591 gallons of lubricants into local waters, polluting 
valuable clam, seaweed, and kelp beds and the shoreline. The tug 
had been pushing an empty fuel barge from Alaska when it went 
off course and ran aground, rupturing several of its fuel tanks.

After numerous delays for weather, a lifting operation finally 
began on Nov. 14 and the vessel was put on a barge.

Michel Drouin has covered British Columbia’s fishing industry since 
1990. He lives in Vancouver, B.C.
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MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE FRANKOWICZ

Washington state sends a bill for wrecked crab boat

The stern of the F/V Titan juts out of the water near a jetty at Ilwaco.  
Washington Department of Ecology photo

Titan penalties: Two years after a commercial fishing boat  
loaded with crab crashed into a small jetty outside of Ilwaco,  
Washington, and sank into the Columbia River, the state is now 
seeking reimbursement for its response to the incident.

State officials have ordered the F/V Titan’s owners to reimburse 
the state $8,000 – the cost of the state’s response. The owners also 
have been fined $10,500.

Boat owners are fined any time there is an oil spill into Washing-
ton waters, said Washington Department of Ecology spokesperson 
Lisa Copeland.

According to incident responders at the time, the 78-foot ves-
sel had approximately 4,600 gallons of oil and fuel on board. The 
Coast Guard noted a visible oil sheen on the river for several days 
after the crash.

The state has only two 
investigators for such inci-
dents, and so it typically 
takes a year or two for these 
cases to wrap up, Copeland 
said.

The Titan’s owners do 
have the choice to appeal the 
fines but had not yet done so.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
rescued the five crew mem-
bers aboard the vessel after 
the Titan struck Jetty A in 
December 2014. Water had 
flooded the engine room, 
and the crew’s attempts to 
keep the boat from flood-
ing failed. At first, the vessel  
was secured to the jetty.  
Later, however, it began to 
shift. Rough weather and 
strong currents and tides 
prevented multiple attempts 
to salvage it.

By January, the Titan had 
sunk to the bottom of the riv-
er, still tethered to its anchor. 
When divers attempted to 
salvage the boat, weather 
and currents were too rough.

This spot near Jetty A is 
“one of the most difficult 
spots to work at the mouth 
of the Columbia River,” the 
Department of Ecology said 
at the time. “It is characterized by strong currents, tides, rough 
seas, and frequent storms.”

Since the boat was out of the way of navigation channels, the 
Coast Guard, the Department of Ecology, and the salvage contrac-
tor hired by the Titan’s owners decided to leave it where it was.

   
Crab delay: Commercial crabbing was delayed on portions 

of the Washington coast as well as the entire coast of Oregon at 
the beginning of December due to high levels of domoic acid in  
crab viscera.

Though these levels only showed up 
in crab sampled off the Oregon coast in 
November, the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife took the extra precau-
tion of closing the southwest portion of 
Washington’s coast due to the high level of crab typically caught 
around the Columbia River region, the border between Oregon  
and Washington.

   
Willapa’s dwindling boats: It’s been over a year since the Wash-

ington Fish and Wildlife Commission tightened restrictions on  
gillnetting in Willapa Bay. At the time, fishermen and fish buyers 
there predicted the new rules would be a “nail in the coffin” for 

Willapa Bay gillnetters. And 
in November, it seemed that 
their prophecy was becoming 
reality.

In November, there was 
no fishing at all. And though 
this closure had more to do 
with poor coho returns than 
the new 2015 state regula-
tions, Pacific County’s week-
ly newspaper, the Chinook 
Observer, reported that the 
number of boats fishing 
the bay dropped from 60 to  
about 40.

The fishermen who’ve 
remained have had to weath-
er a higher degree of uncer-
tainty than ever before.

The Chinook Observer 
report detailed regular fish-
ing woes: broken gear, repairs 
coming up at the wrong time 
and place, luck of the draw, 
uncertain runs of fish. But the 
fishermen and processors in 
Willapa Bay said these regu-
lar uncertainties have been 
compounded by the strin-
gent regulations imposed by 
WDFW.

   
Fall Chinook numbers: 

The Columbia River fall run 
of Chinook came in under the 
10-year average, according to 

state fisheries managers in November.
By early November, fewer than 100 fish were passing fish coun-

ters daily at the Bonneville Dam, and the run was considered more 
or less complete at 440,120 adult fall Chinook and 54,091 jacks. The 
10-year average at that same time is 502,797 adult Chinook and 
83,212 jacks.

Last year blew away this year’s numbers, as well as the 10-year 
average, with 951,348 adult Chinook passing the dam.

Katie Frankowicz reports from Astoria, Ore.



28  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  JANUARY 2017  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  

Northern crab opener: After a mid-November season opening 
in the San Francisco Bay central region, California’s commercial 
Dungeness crab season opened in the northern region as press time 
loomed. It was a welcome change from last year, when the north-
ern opener was delayed to mid-May due to toxic algal blooms.

But the domoic acid toxin is still in the mix as a 70-mile  
segment of the north region, from the Salt Point area to the entrance 
of Humboldt Bay, remained closed due to some crab samples 
exceeding a safety threshold for the toxin.

Another type of testing – meat-to-shell ratio – showed crab  
quality to be robust. The high quality along with the reduced  
fishing area and unfavorable boating conditions led Eureka  
crabbers to consider negotiating for higher prices from buyers.

The crab fleets in Trinidad and Crescent City didn’t support 
that strategy, however, and fishing began with an out-of-the-gate  
ex-vessel price of $3 per pound.

On Dec. 1, the first day that crab pots were allowed to be pulled, 
rough seas interfered with fishing. In Eureka, boats weren’t able 
to get out of the bay and in areas north, trap buoys were pulled 
underwater by strong currents.

But some landings were made north of Eureka, and Trinidad-
based crabber Zach Rotwein said crab volume seemed good.

“It looks like it should be a fairly decent season,” he said.
   

New leadership, new resolve: The Humboldt Fishermen’s  
Marketing Association represents Northern California fishermen, 
with the Eureka area being its epicenter. The 150-member organi-
zation enters the new year with a renewed sense of mission and a 
new leader.

Eureka-based fisherman Scott Creps has been elected as the new 
president of the association’s board of directors. Creps “brings to 
the position a long career as a local commercial fisherman, experi-
ence in fisheries issues, and a degree in business administration,” a 
mid-November press release said.

Creps wasn’t available for comment, but Ken Bates, a  
longtime association member and board vice president, said 
the association is transitioning in several ways. Workloads will 

SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

California crabbing mostly starts on time

A deckhand and a U.S. Coast Guard marine environmental specialist 
examine survival suits on Nov. 8 in San Francisco as part of Operation 
Safe Crab vessel checks. USCG photo

be spread out among board members and  
committees, he said, and the association’s 
bylaws will be updated.

“The bylaws should reflect the wish of 
our membership to be even more involved 
in political and environmental issues than we have been,” Bates 
said. “Part of what’s going on now is that we’re trying to push this 
fairly old organization into doing new things that will benefit its  
members and the community at large.”

The association’s former president, Aaron Newman, resigned 
last fall after serving multiple terms. He also served a four-year 
term as a Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation Dis-
trict commissioner and is now focusing more on his fishing work.

   
Anchovy debate: The impacts of California’s small-scale  

northern anchovy fishery continue to be debated, and the poten-
tial for management change was considered by the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (PFMC) when it met in mid-November.

The council opted not to pursue any changes but directed its 
scientific committees to develop a more accurate stock assessment 
process and review the fishery’s overfishing limit. 

The annual northern anchovy harvest is now capped at 25,000 
metric tons, but annual catches usually top out between 10,000 and 
12,000 tons.

Environmental groups and some researchers have warned that 
the anchovy population is crashing. Believing that there’s cause for 
tightening management, they’ve been pushing for an assessment of 
the fishery’s abundance and for lowering the annual limit.

A lack of recent and wide-ranging data puts the debate in limbo, 
but fishermen have been reporting an abundance of nearshore and 
upper water column anchovy – fish that aren’t included in sonar 
surveys, said Diane Pleschner-Steele, the executive director of the 
California Wetfish Producers Association.

Among scientists, there’s agreement that research needs to be 
more thorough, and Pleschner-Steele said recent surveys have con-
firmed the anchovy abundance that fishermen have been reporting.

“So at least there’s some acknowledgement that the world hasn’t 
come to an end with regard to anchovy,” she said.

The next step will be taken in April, when the council will  
consider a range of options for updating anchovy management and 
revising the overfishing limit.

In the meantime, the management issue is being taken to court. 
Immediately following the PFMC’s meeting, the Oceana environ-
mental advocacy group filed a lawsuit. For more details, see the 
article beginning on Page 7.

   
Lackluster squid catch: The state’s squid fishery is continuing 

a down cycle, with only about 34,500 short tons landed as of late 
November. This year looks to be another where landings will fall 
well below the annual 118,000-ton total limit.

Pleschner-Steele said that “neutral ocean conditions” are pre-
vailing now, as an El Niño pattern continues to recede. Scientists 
say the odds of shifting to a La Niña – which often features cooler 
water and drier conditions – are a little better than 50-50. 

“That’s not good for the water situation and drought, but it 
would be good for squid,” said Pleschner-Steele.

She was about to add that there are signs that conditions are 
returning to normal, but stopped short and said, “I hesitate to use 
the word ‘normal,’ because I don’t know what’s normal anymore.”

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.
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, 
What’s New “What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.  

Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.

DECK-BOSS BOOT
Proudly built in the Pacific Northwest, the Deck-Boss boot is engineered to be durable, 
tough and incredibly comfortable. 

Our “Herkulues Grip” outsole provides superior traction in wet conditions. This 15-inch 
boot utilizes a rigid toe cap and is built using an injection process that eliminates  
delamination and cracking. 

A 1-inch groove holds a durable silicone band that can be used to keep pants out of 
the muck and legs dry. 

Contact us at:
info@grundéns.com • p: (800) 323-7327

shop.grundéns.com/locate-dealers/

GRUNDÉNS

170-FOOT FISHING VESSEL CONVERSION
Jensen Maritime, Crowley Maritime Corp.’s Seattle-based naval architecture and marine  
engineering company, provided engineering services including structural and mechanical 
work for the conversion of the 170-foot long, 40-foot wide fishing vessel now named  
Defender, making her the first fish-pumping vessel in the Global Seas fleet.

Because the vessel was being converted from East Coast to West Coast fishing work, a  
new fish-pumping system was installed on the stern and a new full forward, sheltered fish 
distribution room was constructed for protection during the fish-sorting process. 

Structural work included: a stern extension, bulbous bow with refurbishing of the thruster, 
whale back bow cover for the refurbished anchor windlass, an anti-roll tank, aft decks and 
bulwarks. Mechanical work included: rebuilding the main engines and generators, instal-
lation of new propellers, nozzles and Deflector Rudder system. And, electrical systems and 
wiring received substantial upgrades and reworks by the shipyard along with sandblasting, 
water blasting, deep cleaning, and re-coating.

Once the work was completed, the vessel was renamed, relaunched and christened prior to her 5,200-mile trek to Seattle, Wash., 
in time for B season fishing in the Bering Sea.

p: (206) 332-8090 • www.jensenmaritime.com/What-We-Do/Vessel-Modifications

JENSEN MARITIME

MARINE TRANSPORTATION & SHIPPING SERVICES
Samson Tug & Barge is a  full-service marine transportation company that provides  
door-to-door freight shipping services. Alaskan-owned, Samson specializes in shipping 
seafood and seafood supplies to and from Alaska's largest fishing communities. 

Samson provides bi-weekly barge service to Central and Western Alaska from Seattle. 
Barges depart Seattle every other Thursday. Regularly scheduled stops include Cordova, 
Valdez, Seward, Kodiak, King Cove and Unalaska/Dutch Harbor. Samson will also visit  
other ports of call and normally calls on Adak, Larsen Bay and Alitak during peak  
fishing seasons.

Samson sails from Seattle weekly to the communities of Metlakatla, Ketchikan, Prince 
of Wales, including Craig, KIawock and Thorne Bay, Wrangell, Petersburg, Juneau and our 
home town of Sitka.

Samson Tug & Barge is headquartered in Sitka. We take pride in serving our friends and 
neighbors here in Alaska. Most of our employees have a long history of working with Samson.

We enjoy helping our customers be successful and we will be proud to serve you. You can count on our experience.

p: (800) 331-3522 • www.samsontug.com • Sitka, AK 99835

SAMSON TUG & BARGE
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Professional Services
Gibbons & Associates, P.S.

MARITIME ATTORNEYS
Proctor in Admiralty

Over 30 years experience
Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations

Injury and Wage Claims
Salvage

Collisions
Shipyard Claims

Liens
Contracts

Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve
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put your best 
fleet forward

www.foss.com/shipyards   
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

From repairs and maintenance to major 

conversions and new construction, Foss 

Maritime’s two full-service shipyards keep 

your fleet moving forward.

“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”

WE BUY IN  
ALL FISHING AREAS 

AND WE OFFER 
GREAT PRICES.

Call us today for a quote on your trip!

MAIN OFFICE:
Phone ........206-232-5040
Fax ............206-232-4413
Dana Cell...206-295-7500
Tyler Cell ...206-354-7717
Dispatch ....4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone ..........360-676-1606
Fax ..............360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Cavin Cell ....206-310-2939
Dispatch ......5644

WANT TO 
REACH 
FISHERMEN?  

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She
knows
the
business.

WANT TO 
REACH 
FISHERMEN?  

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at 

(206) 962-9315 or 
dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

click
www com

Home of

Updated weekdays for your reading pleasure

1.800.777.0714 toll free

www.merequipment.com

8-500kW Marine Generators
// Pull harder in the harshest marine environments
// More copper & premium corrosion resistance
// Superior motor starting & low operating temps
// Better fuel economy & longer engine life
// Easy to service & worldwide dealer support
// Proudly made in America
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
 Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in JANUARY vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 1-1-17)

Gillnet: A recent Bay permit listing at $132k was down slightly from the  
previously low asking price of $135k. Nothing new over the past month on SE 
permits, with offers at $80 and asking prices starting at $90k. A PWS permit  
traded in the mid $140s in December. Cook Inlet permits were available, starting 
at $50k, but no new offers. An Area M permit sold for $115k recently and more 
permits are available under $120k.
Seine: Interest in SE permits picked up a little, but was still pretty low at around 
$180k. A recent sale in PWS moved at around $140k. Nothing new in Kodiak, 
where permits are available in the low $30s. Nothing going on in Area M, where 
permits are available in the $50k - $60k range.
Troll: No activity in any troll permits over the past month.

BOX  score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 90 80- 85.5
 S PWS DRIFT 145 140+ 135-
 S COOK INLET DRIFT 50- 40- 56.1
 S AREA M DRIFT 118 110+ 100
 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 132- 125- 123+
 S SE SEINE 178.5+ 178.5+ 165-
 S PWS SEINE 145- 140+ 150.8
 S COOK INLET SEINE 60 50 68.3
 S KODIAK SEINE 32 30 38.3
 S CHIGNIK SEINE 145 130 167.2
 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 57.4
 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 16.6-
 S COOK INLET SET 18 16 15.4
 S AREA M SET NET 62+ 55 56.5+
 S BRISTOL SET NET 40 36 35
 S LOWER YUKON 9 8 9.6-
 S POWER TROLL 37 34- 35-
 S HAND TROLL 10.5 9.5- 9.5-
 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4
 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5
 H SITKA SEINE 325+ 240 243.8+
 H PWS SEINE 20- 16 30.9
 H COOK INLET SEINE 10 8 16.8
 H KODIAK SEINE 21- 20 30.3
 H SE POUND SOUTH 25 24 27.6-
 H SE POUND NORTH 30 25 43.1
 H PWS POUND 5 3 3.5
 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.1
 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 39 36 38.8
 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 60 55 55.3
 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 80 70 56.9
 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 18.3
 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7
 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 175 165- N/A
 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT  1,500-4,000/FT N/A
 S OREGON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A
 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 300-800/POT 250-700/POT N/A
 SE ALASKA DIVE

SE AK Dive URCHIN 3.5 2.5- 2.5+
 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 28 23 26.4+
 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 55 50 63.8+

Your
trusted
source.

Here to Help You Grow

We support fisheries and agriculture with 
reliable, consistent credit and financial 
services, today and tomorrow.

· Vessels

· Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

206.691.2000 | northwestfcs.com/fisheries
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
 Boats/Permits/IFQs

       
       
  

Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories: A = freezer boats  B = over 60’  C = 35’-60’  D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Prices for 2C held steady over the last month. All listings were $60/lb or more. 
A little unblocked 3A came on the market and was snapped right up in the mid 
$50s. So there are still buyers looking for more. Recent sales of 3A blocks are still 
moving for around $50. There are still a few pieces of 3B available and offers are 
coming in, but sellers are holding tight at asking prices in the mid $40s. The only 
recent activity in Area 4 was a couple of price reductions, but still no interest  
from buyers.
Recent activity in SE Sablefish IFQ was for unblocked going in the upper $20s and 
blocked in the mid $20s. Nothing new in WY. Small blocks of CG were moving in 
the $16-$18 range. Unblocked CG sellers are still looking for mid to upper $20s. 
WG continues to move in the $11 to $13 range. Nothing new further west.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 60.00-64.00 56.00-60.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 65.00-67.00 58.00-62.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 67.00-68.00 62.00-64.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 68.00-70.00 66.00-68.00

 H 2C A  B/U 70.00 68.00

 H 3A D  B/U 48.00-58.00 44.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 50.00-55.00 47.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 55.00-58.00 48.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 57.00-60.00 54.00-56.00

 H 3A A  B/U 60.00 60.00

 H 3B D  B 30.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 45.00-46.00 42.00-43.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 46.00-50.00 43.00-44.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 46.00

 H 4A D  B/U 16.00-24.00 14.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 20.00-26.00 18.00-22.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 24.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00-32.00 22.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 12.00-20.00 10.00-15.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 20.00-25.00 15.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-24.00

 S SE C/B >10 U 27.00-29.00 25.00-27.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-25.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 26.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 20.00-22.00 16.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 20.00-22.00

 S CG A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-13.00 8.00-10.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 12.00-14.00 10.00-11.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 14.00-17.00 12.00-16.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.00-4.00 .50-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 .75-3.00
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4315 N. 8th St., Tacoma, WA 98406

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $21K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND .........................................N/A
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $90K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $170K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $150K
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $139K
BBAY SET................................................N/A
SE SEINE ........................................... $250K 
PWS SEINE ........................................ $175K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ................................... $39.5K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $190K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K
POWER TROLL ........................................N/A
HAND TROLL ........................................ $11K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $19K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $175K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $65K 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................................N/A
SE POT SHRIMP ................................... $22K
KODIAK TANNER <60' .......................... $28K 
OR DUNGY 58'/500 POT ..................WANTED
WA DUNGY 58'/500 POT .................... $295K
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ........................... MAKE OFFER
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $28K 
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .....................WANTED
OR TROLL/34' ..................................... $5.5K
CAL DUNGY 46'/350 POT ................... $215K
WA TROLL ............................................ $30K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

9,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $29
2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25F
3,500# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22

11,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14
7,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

75,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $3.10
18,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKED @ $5

ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3A HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED

3,000# “C” 4A HAL BLKD @ $25
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P2235M – 32 X 14.6 HYDRAULIC FISHING SUPPLY  
STERNPICKER, TWIN 430HP VOLVOS W/1400 HOURS SINCE 
OVERHAUL IN 2009, NEW IMS RSW. CONSTANT FLOW HYD 
W/NEW DRIVES, NARROW REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW POW-
ER STEERING. LOTS OF UPGRADES. WELL MAINTAINED.  
COMES W/EVERYTHING. TURN-KEY. ASKING $275K. PERMIT 
AVAILABLE.

P2202M – 58 X 22 X 10.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT IN 1992, 
CAT 3408 MAIN, ZF GEAR, 80KW AND 30KW AUX, 18 TON 
AND 25 TON RSW FOR 3 HOLDS THAT PACK 125K TOTAL. 
LOADED WITH UP TO DATE REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS 
INCLUDING OLEX, SIMRAD ES70 AND FURUNO TZ TOUCH. 
RIGGED FOR SEINE, POT FISHING AND SET UP FOR LONG-
LINE WITH COMPLETELY ENCLOSED SHELTER DECK W/
MARCO MKII AUTO LONG LINE SYSTEM INCLUDING 40 
SKATES OF GEAR. VERSATILE LIMIT BOAT THAT CAN DO IT 
ALL FOR ONLY $1.725M.

P2223M – DELTA 42 W/TOPHOUSE, 8V71 GMC MAIN, TWIN 
DISC GEAR, 7.5 TON IMS RSW. MAIN BOOM W/SLIDER, 
TOPPING AND VANGING, 2 PICKING BOOMS. PACKS 36K. 2 
VHF, FURUNO RADAR, FURUNO GPS, NOBLETEC ON LAPTOP, 
ROSE POINT NAV ON TOSHIBA, FURUNO SOUNDER, WOOD 
FREEMAN PILOT. LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES. REDUCED 
TO $250K.

P2254M – PALMER STERNPICKER BUILT IN 1973, LUG-
GER 6108A MAIN, ZF GEAR, DUAL HYD PUMPS, 7.5 TON 
IMS RSW. REEL W/LEVELWIND. GARMIN GPS, RAYMARINE  
RADAR, FURUNO PLOTTER, SSB, 2 VHF, COMNAV PILOT. 
NEEDS A LITTLE TLC, BUT WHERE ELSE WILL YOU FIND AN 
RSW BOAT FOR ONLY $40K.

P2261M – 58 X 27 COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR POT, 
LONGLINE AND TENDER, CUMMINS KTA 19M3 MAIN, TWIN 
DISC 5:1 GEAR, JOHN DEERE 50KW AND 27KW, TEKNO-
THERM RSW. MARCO LONGLINE SYSTEM. LOADED W/
ELECTRONICS. LOTS OF NEW EQUIPMENT AND UPGRADES 
OVER PAST 8 YEARS. $1.2M WITH AI, BS AND CG LLP. WG 
POT LLP AVAILABLE.

P2257M – 1983 FLUSH DECK SHORE, VOLVO TAMD70D 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, DUAL CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAU-
LIC PUMPS, NEW HYD HOSES AND VALVE BANK IN 2015, 
7.5 TON RSW. SEAMAR RADIAL DRIVE ARTICULATING DRUM. 
GARMIN PLOTTERS. LOTS OF SPARES, INCLUDING ENGINE, 
GEAR, SHAFT AND STARTER. 2ND OWNER, VERY WELL 
MAINTAINED. ONLY $160K.

P2245M – 32 X 12.5 ROBERTS, LUGGER MAIN,  
HYD ANCHOR WINCH, ALUMINUM REEL, POWER ROLLER. 
WAGNER STEERING, HYNAUTIC CONTROLS. GARMIN 
PLOTTER. GREAT STARTER. REDUCED TO $70K.

P2260M – CLASSIC 36' MEL MARTIN STERNPICKER, 2K 
HOURS ON NEW CUMMINS QSB 5.9 AND ZF GEAR W/ZF 
ELECTRONIC CONTROLS. GILLNET REEL W/LEVELWIND. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE RAYTHEON RA-
DAR, SOUNDER AND PLOTTER. AUTO PILOT. SE PACKAGE  
AVAILABLE FOR $167.5K W/PERMIT AND GEAR. BOAT  
ONLY $79K.
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FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently locat-
ed in Cordova, AK. Twin Lugger 460 engines, 
approx 11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen.  60k cap. in 
main hold/Sunday hold. New stainless hydrau-
lics. Complete list of amenities and copy of 
survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. Reduced to 
$245,000. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

FOR SALE
California lobster business for sale. Owner 
retiring. Price of lobster $25 a pound. Boat and 
boat trailer. Permit. 350 traps and lots of extras. 
$179,000. Please call Don at (949) 279-9369.

FOR HIRE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit. 
Holds 80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell 
quickly. $2.6 million includes skiff, squid  
permit and net for fishing. Call Don. (949)  
279-9369.

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

We make buying, selling & trading boats, permits & quota easy!
Contact: Margaret at (877) 939-2289

(907) 202-0012 | info@crboats-permits.com

www.CRBOATS-PERMITS.com

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.
IFQs • PERMITS • VESSELS

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
(800) 992-4960 • (907) 235-4966

www.alaskaboat.com
alaskaboats@gmail.com

Homer, Alaska
Pacific Fishing Jan ‘17

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission

Call Today!  (800)683-0297

HALIBUT IFQ
3A-C-B:    2,350 lbs ...........asking $55.00
3A-C-B:    1,800 lbs ...........asking $54.00
3B-B-U:    4,000 lbs ...........asking $46.00
4A-B-U:  25,000 lbs...........asking $31.00
4A-B-B:    8,000 lbs...........asking $28.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:    75,000 lbs  ............asking $3.10
CG-C-U:    6,200 lbs  ...........asking $24.00
SE-C-U:    5,000 lbs  ...........asking $30.00
WG-B-U: 11,000 lbs  ...........asking $14.00
WG-B-B:    5,500 lbs ...........asking $13.00
WG-C-B:    5,700 lbs ...........asking $12.00

BB15-027  32’x13.4’ Kvichak Bay 
boat, blt 1989. Flush deck, bow 
thruster and RSW.  550 hp Lugger 
6140 main.  Naiad 8” bowthruster.  
7.5 ton PacWest RSW. 16K# in 16 
holds.  Sliding net reel with Twister 
drive.  Asking $300,000.

TN16-001  58’x20’x9.2’ steel 
combination longline/tuna vessel 
built by Nelson Log Bronc.  Cummins 
KT-19M turbo main rated at 425 hp.  
6,000 gallons fuel capacity.  1,000 
gallons fresh water.  Maxim water 
maker.  35 to 40 tons frozen tuna 
capacity.  Air blast at -25 degrees.  
Full aluminum shelter deck.  Excellent 
vessel for high seas tuna, proven 
producer. Reduced to $550,000.

TR16-041  35’x12.5’ aluminum 
troller built by LaConnor in 1989.  
Cummins 6BT w/ 210 hp.  Packs 
3,000 lbs combined in fish hold 
inserts and totes.  (2) recently rebuilt 
3 spool Simplex gurdies.  Asking 
price $150,000. 

SE16-018  58’x19.5’ seiner/pots/
tender/longliner built in 1990.  
Complete refit in 2007 from mast to 
keel.  550 hp Lugger 6140, (2) Deere 
4045 65 kW gen sets. Packs 95K# 
w/ 50 ton RSW, 25K# dry.  Bulbous 
bow, extended rolling chocks.  
Picking booms, Pilkington davits, 
self-pursing winch, 28” block with 
gripper.  Full electronics package 
with Trac phone, (3) 19” monitors 
interfaced with radar, plotter, 
sounder and Thorium monitoring 
system.  Full galley with washer and 
dryer.  Also includes 19.5’ Rozema 
skiff with nozzle and John Deere 
6081.  Asking $1,400,000.
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FOR SALE
F/V Gaffrock. 46' Marshal Cole built 1976. 
Well maintained. Volvo 102A, with 15000 hrs., 
8 kw Northern Lights gen set with 3300 hrs. 
Longline, crab, gillnet, troll. Also available, S.E. 
gillnet permit. $280,000.00. (907) 957-7087.

FOR SALE
F/V HADASSAH. 58x19' Delta Seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator, 71/2, 9 kw 
Northern Lights Generator; upgrades include new 
awlgrip paint job and visor addition; complete 
new RSW system, 2015 rebuilt transmission, 
replaced stainless fuel lines and day tank; large 
rolling chalks; UHMW guards; metalized hydro 
valves and stainless lines; bulbous bow; Furuno 
sonar; many more upgrades. Also available: 19' 
Rozema Skiff, net, long line gear, cod pots and 
pot gear. (907) 399 7219.

Satellite telephones,  
MSAT-G2 2-Way radio  
hardware, new and  
used PTT handsets

Iridum antennas, Iridium  
and Globalstar sat phones

Sat Phones MSAT-Iridium-Globalstar
Batteries and  

accessories 
Coax cables built 

to spec

Owner:
Mike Barnacastle 

toll free: (877) 792-8972  •  p: (520) 824-2261
w: www.mjsales.net  •  e: satdish@vtc.net

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell. $750,000 dollars. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
36'x12' fiberglass bowpicker. 20 ton herring 
boat located in SF. Volvo 41A and duoprop.  
Radar and pilot, large deck space. Boat, gear,  
3 SF herring permits $60k. Note: Carl Moyer 
candidate for new owner. nearshoreguy@ 
hotmail.com. (650) 679 7124

FOR SALE
54' Fiberglass salmon/albacore freezer troller, 
1800 gallon fuel capacity, 15 ton fish hold. 
Very comfortable sea boat, owner retired.  
Asking price $250,000 USD. (360) 280-2675  
Calls only.

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

FOR SALE
86' Seiner 1978. Currently set up for trap fish-
ing. Blackcod and Rockfish. Originally built as a 
Tuna boat. Gear for squid and tuna fishing. New 
dole plate freezer -77ºF (core temperature -30ºF 
in three hours). Steamship inspection valid  
until 2018. $2.95m USD. (250) 586-2220.  
info@seamountmarine.ca

FOR SALE
42' x 18' new aluminum combination vessel. 
6125 600 H.P. JD main. 360ZF 2:1 gear, 40 
KW Perkins Aux., 3x4 Arms tank/crab pump. 
2 hatches, insulated 3" foam 400 CF front, 
200 CF rear 22" SS block and Davit. UHMW  
decking packs 240 40“ pots. 2 SITEX explorer, 
14" monitors color sounder, plotter and radar. 
Asking $480,000.00. Call Ed (503) 791-1952.

FOR SALE
Awesome 38 foot 2014 Lobster boat with 
California Lobster permit. $375,000.00 dollars. 
Rigged and ready to fish. Holds 100 lobster traps 
on deck. Call Don. (949) 279-9369

FOR SALE
California lobster permit for sale. $120,000. 
Boat also for sale. $6,000.00. (619) 507-1910.

FOR SALE 
NEW, NEVER USED (9) 2.3 MW DC 
Generators. American Bureau 
of Shipping inspected and ap-

proved. 900 rpm. Manufactured 
by Teco Westinghouse. Units 

are still in original manufactur-
er’s crates. $150,000 each OBO. 
Call Industrial Harbor for more 

details and specifications.  
(253) 272-5234

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for  
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don 
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.
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FOR SALE
2015 32x14, Maritime Fab Bristol Bay Gill-
netter. Scania 12 liter 650 HP, ZF360 2:1 gear.  
PacWest 7.5 ton hydraulic RSW. Packs 18k 
lbs in hatches. Naiad thruster. Webasto diesel 
heater. Dual hydraulic pumps. Maritime fab 
deck gear. Brailers and electronics included. 
In Naknek, available fall 2016. Asking $545k. 
Call or email: isaaco@laconnermaritime.com;  
(360) 466-3629.

FOR SALE
Monk designed 46 x 14 fiberglass Gillnet/Com-
bo vessel. Completed 1980 in Port Townsend 
by Chinook Marine. CAT 3208T, 7.5 ton RSW, 
12’ bow thruster, 10 KW hydraulic generator, 2 
Cessna hydraulic pumps, 18,000 lbs capacity, 
960 fuel, 300 water. Reinforced aluminum reel 
on tracks, trolling pole tops, complete electron-
ics, spacious quarters.  Extensive refit in 2006-
07. Large inventory of spares. Dry stored in 
Petersburg. $260,000. (206) 605-8747

FOR SALE - F/V Marauder
58x19’ Seiner, King, Tanner, Dungeness crab-
ber, Tender, easily converted to longliner. 
Vessel is essentially new from major recon-
struction in 2014. V1271 Detroit, 65KW John 
Deere Generator, 18 ton IMS RSW, Basically 
Turn Key Operation, Survey available. Asking 
$975,000.00 for more information contact 
Steve Thomassen (907)305-0993

FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.1 
million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer will pay $50,000. Has secured other permit. 
Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

And don’t forget to like us at:
www.facebook.com/PacificFishing/

Subscribe to

www.pacificfishing.com/fishwrap.html

FishWrap      and receive 
   fishing news each weekday in your inbox.

FOR SALE
Retiring. 32x16 Bristol Bay vessel. 820man 
main 4cy Mitsubishi. 7kw gen., R.S.W.,  
electric heat. Nets and lots of spare parts. 
Stored inside (Naknek). Jerry (541) 459-0435. 
$299,000.00.



Powerful  
Solutions.

F/V Patriot
Owned by Mike Pettis
Built by Giddings Boatworks in Charleston, OR 
QSK19 Engine

British Columbia/Alberta: Aaron Bruce (604) 220-3765
Oregon/ Washington/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864
California/Hawaii: Tom O’Connor (510) 347-6614

salesandservice.cummins.com

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 
to 38 liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology 
to reduce emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as 
the platform for more stringent emissions upcoming in the U.S. and globally. These 
engines run cleaner and stronger with exceptional dependability and durability. Let 
our marine professionals help navigate you and improve your bottom line.
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