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Trump and  
the oceans

All new presidents come into office with big plans.
Often, however, many of their actions consist of unwinding the policies  

of previous administrations, or reviving ideas proposed in the past but  
never implemented.

Such is the case with the Trump administration with respect to ocean policy.
Please don’t take this as criticism. We’re not saying President Trump is 

right or wrong. All we’re aiming to do here is highlight a pair of major policy 
announcements that warrant our close attention going forward.

On June 21, the Trump administration unveiled a plan to reorganize the 
federal government to make it “more efficient, effective, and accountable.”

One of the plan’s many proposals would “merge” the National Marine 
Fisheries Service with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This would involve 
moving NMFS out of the Department of Commerce, where it’s currently 
housed, and into the Department of the Interior, where FWS is located.

The merger, says the Trump administration, would cure the confusing “split 
jurisdiction” in having two agencies administer the Endangered Species Act 
and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. The reorganization plan notes that 
NMFS is responsible primarily for marine species, while FWS looks after land 
and freshwater species.

NMFS, of course, is the main agency regulating our ocean commercial 
fisheries. And so, industry is bound to have some worries about any relocation 
of the agency.

“This idea is not new,” Trump’s government reorganization plan acknowl-
edges. “Dating back to the Carter administration, previous administrations 
and congresses have proposed reorganizing NMFS and FWS, with a focus on 
improving natural resource management.”

The Trump administration’s other big move came on June 19, when the 
president issued an executive order on ocean policy.

The order establishes an Ocean Policy Committee, to be co-chaired by the 
Council on Environmental Quality chairman and the director of the Office of 
Science and Technology. The committee will include several Cabinet members 
plus representatives from NOAA, the Coast Guard, and other agencies.

The Ocean Policy Committee would “provide advice” on ocean-related 
matters and would “engage and collaborate” with stakeholders.

It would have an executive director and a full-time staff. Thus, it would be a 
new bureaucracy.

Perhaps this sounds familiar. In 2010, President Obama also issued an 
executive order on ocean policy. His order likewise created bureaucracy in the 
form of a National Ocean Council.

Trump’s executive order revokes the 2010 executive order, thus washing 
away Obama’s ocean policy.

What’s the point? Trump contends his Ocean Policy Committee is “stream-
lined” compared to Obama’s “overly bureaucratic” National Ocean Council 
and its associated regional planning bodies.

The Obama policy stirred fears of ocean “zoning” and a new bureaucracy 
somehow superseding fishery management councils. But this never seemed to 
happen, at least not on the West Coast.

Presidents come and go. Policies come and go. But the fishing industry’s 
position is constant – it wants to be heard. We’ll see over time what Trump’s 
ocean policy really means.  

ON THE COVER: Bowpickers head out for the May 17 
Copper River salmon season opener. Emily Mesner/The 
Cordova Times photo
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It’s FREE!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap!

Hauling herring: The harvest in Alaska’s 
ongoing Togiak herring fishery has surpassed 
10,000 tons. – adfg.alaska.gov

Togiak winding down: The herring seine 
fishery will close tonight, but the gillnet fishery 
will remain open until further notice.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Talking Chinook: The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game is inviting the public to attend  
a Chinook salmon symposium May 21 in Sitka.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Gillnetters get ready: The famed Copper River 
salmon fishery is set to open for the season on 
May 17. – adfg.alaska.gov

Emergency petition: Outdoor sporting groups 
want the Alaska Board of Fisheries to halt 
expansion of hatchery pink salmon production. 
– krsa.com

Yukon River outlook: No directed Chinook 
salmon fishery is expected this year, but millions 
of chum could be available for commercial 
harvest. – adfg.alaska.gov

Bering Sea fatality: A 55-year-old man was 
killed aboard the F/V Ocean Hunter, Alaska State 
Troopers report. – dps.alaska.gov

Sharing the pain: Salmon closures are  
hitting hard in northern British Columbia.  
– thenorthernview.com

Juneau watch: Alaska legislators have passed  
a bill increasing commercial fishing loan limits.  
– akhouse.org

All done in Juneau: Alaska lawmakers have 
passed state spending plans and a flurry of 
other bills to conclude their extended legislative 
session. – ktoo.org

Chilling out: Bristol Bay salmon fishermen 
are chilling more of the catch than ever, a new 
report says. – gallery.mailchimp.com

No emergency: The Alaska Board of Fisheries 
denied an emergency petition seeking to stop a 
salmon hatchery expansion. – peninsulaclarion.com

Opinion: Time for mining to clean up its act.  
– vancouversun.com

Stock status: The number of U.S. fish stocks 
listed as overfished has reached an all-time low, 
with three species of West Coast rockfish rebuilt 
to sustainable levels, according to a new report 
to Congress. – noaa.gov

Copper River's slow start: Last week's season 
opener produced an estimated 1,900 sockeye 
salmon, far fewer than projected. – adfg.alaska.gov

Call for cans: The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is looking to buy canned pink 
salmon. – ams.usda.gov

Plea deal: A criminal case centering on a 
violent fishing vessel collision in Prince William 
Sound is expected to wrap up without jail time. 
– adn.com

Lost boat: Washington's Long Beach Peninsula 
is grieving over a missing crab fisherman.  
– dailyastorian.com

The big picture: The North Pacific 
Anadromous Fish Commission reports total 
salmon catches for 2017. – scribd.com

Sad ending: Divers find a missing fisherman 
inside a sunken vessel in Willapa Bay.  
– dailyastorian.com

Interstate alliance: Some Alaska lawmakers 
want to team up with Montana and other states 
to protect watersheds they say are threatened 
by rapid Canadian mining development.  
– juneauempire.com

Alaska politics: Here's what Bill Walker will do 
if Mark Begich runs for governor. – adn.com

Trimming the fleet: Buyback organizers have 
accepted 36 bids to retire Southeast Alaska 
salmon seine permits. – deckboss.blogspot.com

New hire: Alaska's former fish and game 
commissioner, Cora Campbell, has joined Silver 
Bay Seafoods. – deckboss.blogspot.com
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Sign up to receive our FREE emails which  
bring the latest commercial fishing news  
and events to your inbox. 

Email us at circulation@pacificfishing.com.  
Please include your name and email address in your email.

Follow us on Facebook, and let us know 
what is happening out on the water. 

Check out the photos, videos and more! 
Visit our page at facebook.com/PacificFishing!

Questions?  Contact us at (206) 324-5644 or christied@nwpublishingcenter.com.

Stay in touch with us throughout the month!
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COMMENTARY by TYLER LAPPETITO

In 2017, we reached a disappointing and unfortunate milestone 
in the transboundary Taku River watershed: Six decades of toxic 

acid mine drainage (AMD) from Tulsequah Chief mine, abandoned 
in 1957.

The Tulsequah River is the Taku’s largest tributary and the mine 
site sits right on the banks of the Tulsequah, about 13 river miles 
upstream of the Alaska-British Columbia border and 40 miles 
northeast of Juneau.

The AMD from the mine site has created an associated “dead zone” 
documented by Alaska Department of Fish and Game biologists in 
the river area surrounding the entry of the AMD. The affected area is 
in what otherwise is productive salmon-rearing habitat.

As a Southeast Alaska commercial drift gillnet fisherman, the 
Taku is of vital importance to me and my family’s livelihood.

The Taku’s importance is not limited to my family, but is also 
critically important to other commercial, sport, and subsistence 
fishermen and to the overall health of Southeast Alaska’s economy.

The Taku River is Southeast Alaska’s single-largest producer 
of all species of salmon, and roughly 40 percent of the region’s 
king salmon originate in the Taku. Taku River salmon account 
for an annual average of $4.2 million in first wholesale value and  
$6 million total annual output with approximately 400 people 
earning income directly from the commercial harvest.

The AMD violates the Canadian Fisheries Act, mine permits, an 
agreement with the Taku River Tlingit First Nation, and possibly 
the Boundary Waters Treaty between the United States and Canada.

The Alaska government and fishing and conservation organi-

zations have long tried to compel B.C. officials to do something 
about the AMD – all to no avail. B.C.’s longstanding strategy to 
find a new mine operator to reopen the mine, eventually clean up 
the site, and stop the AMD discharge has been an abject disaster. 
This strategy failed twice and bankrupted two companies while 
still allowing the AMD discharge to continue unabated. It is now 
obvious that the only solution is to clean it up and close it down.

In November of last year, a joint letter from Alaska Gov. Bill 
Walker and Lt. Gov. Byron Mallott and Alaska’s congressional 
delegation was sent to then-Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
seeking federal engagement in B.C.’s transboundary mining 
development. An issue of immediate concern to Alaska expressed 
in that letter was the cleanup of the Tulsequah Chief mine and 
the AMD discharge. This letter has resulted in the state of Alaska, 
the Alaska congressional delegation, the State Department, and 
the Environmental Protection Agency now working together to 
address Alaskans’ concerns about the mine cleanup as well as 
impacts from even more extensive upstream B.C. mining.

In a series of follow-up letters between the State Department, 
Mallott, the EPA, and the B.C. Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy, the need for cleanup of the mine was a 
primary concern.

In addition, Mallott and Alaska Sen. Dan Sullivan recently 
returned from a trip to Ottawa where Tulsequah Chief was a major 
issue. Sullivan also had a follow-up meeting with Canadian offi-
cials, and the senator was encouraged by the discussion regarding 
the cleanup of Tulsequah Chief.

While it’s encouraging that B.C. and Canadian officials are 
finally acknowledging the need for mine cleanup and their desire 
to move forward, they have yet to advance any definite or specific 
commitments or actual plans for cleanup.

In fact, over the past three decades the B.C. government has 
repeatedly inspected the mine site and issued cleanup orders to 
multiple mine owners with the latest dated Oct. 27, 2017.

Given that Canadians and Americans all agree that the mine needs 
to be cleaned up and the AMD stopped, now would seem to be a 
golden opportunity for that to happen. Compared to other trans-
boundary mining issues, this should be a relatively easy task to 
accomplish and would be a good signal that British Columbia intends 
to honor its commitment to responsible resource development.

However, it’s still not happening. What is British Columbia  
waiting for?

Alaska apparently needs to be much more aggressive with 
British Columbia than it has been up to this point. We need action 
and we need it now. No amount of positive-sounding rhetoric from 
B.C. political leaders or agency officials will stop the AMD that 
continues to pollute the Taku River watershed.

All Southeast Alaska salmon fisheries are now faced with unprec-
edented restrictions on the harvest of king salmon destined for the 
Taku and other transboundary rivers – actions necessary to allow 
escapements sufficient to provide for future sustainable fisheries. 
Alaska is taking extreme measures looking toward the future. It’s 
time that British Columbia and Canada do the same and clean up the 
Tulsequah Chief mine once and for all and demonstrate their commit-
ment to the prevention of future mine waste pollution in the trans-
boundary region’s watersheds. My future livelihood depends on it.  

Tyler Lappetito is a salmon gillnetter and halibut longliner out of  
Petersburg, Alaska.

It’s time to clean up the Tulsequah Chief mine

PORT TOWNSEND SHIPWRIGHTS
A full service yard servicing the  

NW fishing fleet for over three decades.

Inside repair facility up to 140 feet

wood ~ aluminum ~ steel ~ systems

360-385-6138  www.ptshipwrights.com
    /PortTownsendShipwrightsCoop
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NEWS NET

Kelly Susewind named 
director of Washington 
Fish and Wildlife

Editor’s note: The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife issued 
the following news release on June 16.

The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission appointed Kelly  
Susewind, of Olympia, as the new director of the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

The commission, a citizen panel appointed by the governor to 
set policy for WDFW, voted unanimously to select Susewind after 
interviewing seven candidates in May and narrowing the field to 
three finalists.

Susewind accepted the appointment 
as permanent director following the 
commission’s vote. He will oversee an 
agency of 1,800 employees and an oper-
ating budget of $460 million for the cur-
rent two-year budget period. WDFW is 
charged with conserving fish and wild-
life and providing sustainable recre-
ational and commercial opportunities.

Susewind has worked at the state 
Department of Ecology since 1990 in 
a variety of roles, most recently as the 

director of administrative services and environmental policy. He 
Kelly Susewind

also worked several years during the 1980s as a private sector  
environmental consultant.

Susewind received a bachelor’s degree in geological engineer-
ing from Washington State University and an associate’s degree in 
engineering from Grays Harbor College in Aberdeen. He grew up 
in the Grays Harbor area.

New era: “All of the commissioners look forward to a fresh start 
for WDFW under Kelly’s leadership, particularly in the approach 
our agency takes to improving our working relationships with the 
Legislature, Native American tribes, and the people of Washington 
to manage the state’s wonderful fish and wildlife resources,” said 
commission Chairman Brad Smith.

“Today’s appointment marks the beginning of a new era in the 
department’s history,” Smith added. “We have an immensely dedi-
cated, talented, and energetic staff, and we are confident that with 
Kelly in the director’s position, WDFW will achieve the high level 
of success we expect.”

Susewind said: “I’m honored to have the opportunity to serve the 
people of Washington at an agency whose effectiveness is critical to 
our ability to conserve fish and wildlife resources while providing 
outdoor recreation and commercial opportunities throughout the 
state. The public has high expectations for WDFW, and I’m excited 
about being in a position to deliver the results they deserve.”

Susewind’s salary will be $165,000 per year. He will assume the 
director’s position on Aug. 1.

After voting to appoint Susewind, the commission thanked 
Acting Director Joe Stohr for his service since former Director Jim 
Unsworth’s resignation in early February.

“The commission sincerely appreciates Joe’s strong leadership 
over the past five months,” Smith said.  

Whale entanglements drop but concerns remain
A recently released federal report on U.S. West Coast whale 

entanglements shows that the number of confirmed cases dropped 
last year but “still represents a significant increase compared to 
pre-2014 levels.”

Thirty-one West Coast whale entanglements were confirmed 
in 2017, according to the report, which NOAA Fisheries released  
in May.

That’s a favorable result compared to the peaks seen in 2015 and 
2016, when 50 and 48 entanglements were confirmed respectively.

But prior to 2014, there were less than 10 entanglements per year 
on average.

The report concludes that the rising number and variability of 
entanglements “likely reflect a variety of dynamic factors, includ-
ing changes in the abundance and distribution of whales and their 
prey, changes in environmental conditions, shifting patterns in fish-
ing and other human activities, and increased public reporting.”

Continuing a recent trend, the California coast was where most 
of the entanglements were observed and confirmed, accounting for 
26 of them. But the report notes that the origin of entanglements 
may not be at the locations where they’re observed as whales “can 
remain entangled for many weeks, months, or even years, and still 
remain capable of traveling great distances.”

Researchers also note that California’s majority share may reflect 
“higher sighting rates,” especially in areas like Monterey, where 
whale watching is a tourist draw.

Gear types: Humpback whales were the most commonly 
ensnared species with 16 entanglements. Fourteen cases were 

linked to specific gear types.
Five were associated with California’s commercial Dunge-

ness crab fishery and three with Washington’s commercial  
Dungeness fishery.

Four cases were linked to gillnet fisheries, and California recre-
ational crabbing and the sablefish/coonstripe shrimp commercial 
fishery each accounted for one case.

In 20 of the confirmed cases, it’s unknown whether whales were 
able to free themselves from entangling gear. Response teams 
were able to fully disentangle gear in three cases and partially free 
whales in five cases.

One whale appeared to free itself on its own. Two cases involved 
dead whales.

California’s response to the entanglement issue includes a pilot 
risk assessment and mitigation program advanced by state’s 
Dungeness Crab Fishing Gear Working Group last year. Part of that 
effort is distribution of a “best practices guide” to advise crabbers 
on entanglement prevention techniques.

The entanglement rates of recent years trigged a lawsuit against 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife filed by the Center 
for Biological Diversity last October.

The lawsuit describes entanglements related to California’s  
commercial Dungeness fishery as illegal violations of the Endan-
gered Species Act and demands that the CDFW be blocked 
from authorizing crabbing until a federal incidental take permit  
is gained.  

– Daniel Mintz
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NEWS NET

B.C. announces new approach to salmon farm tenures
Editor’s note: The British Columbia government issued the following 

news release on June 20.

The government of British Columbia will establish rigorous new 
rules and expectations for the renewal of salmon farm tenures in 
B.C. waters.

“The challenges facing our wild salmon have been ignored for 
far too long,” said Lana Popham, minister of agriculture. “That’s 
why we are putting in place a new approach to provide clarity and 
outline our expectations moving forward for a sustainable industry 
that protects wild salmon, embraces reconciliation, and provides 
good jobs.”

The new requirements provide clarity on the salmon farming 
tenure process, establishing key criteria for tenures past 2022.

“We need to take the necessary steps – steps that should have 
been taken years ago – to ensure that fish farm operations do not 
put wild salmon stocks in jeopardy,” said Doug Donaldson, minis-
ter of forests, lands, natural resource operations, and rural develop-
ment. “The thousands of British Columbians who rely on our clean 
ocean waters for jobs, culture, and recreation expect no less.”

Effective June 2022, the province will grant Land Act tenures 
only to fish farm operators who have satisfied Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO) that their operations will not adversely impact wild 
salmon stocks, and who have negotiated agreements with the First 
Nations in whose territory they propose to operate.

A key court ruling in 2009 clarified that the federal government 
has the exclusive jurisdiction for regulating fisheries, including  
fish farms.

“We will look to DFO to bring the best science to determining 
where and under what conditions open-pen fish farms can operate 
without threatening wild salmon and other species,” Popham said.

The year 2022 aligns with the current renewal date of the sub-
stantial majority of fish licenses issued by DFO. Operations with 

expired provincial tenures, or tenures that expire before June 2022, 
may operate with month-to-month tenures.

In addition to aligning with the expiry date of the majority of 
federal fish licenses, the province will give notice of the change 
in expectations to fish farm operators. This will give operators 
time to adapt their operations to requirements established by 
DFO, strengthen their relationships with First Nations, and make 
investment decisions.

The province and Broughton-area First Nations are continuing 
discussions, which began Jan. 30, to resolve concerns regarding 
specific farms in the Broughton Archipelago. This announcement 
does not predetermine the outcome of those discussions.  

On the horizon
Pacific Fishing magazine’s monthly digest of upcoming 

management meetings and other notable events.

• Alaska Wild Salmon Day, Aug. 10.
• Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting, Sept. 5-12, Seattle.
• North Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting, Oct. 1-9, 

Anchorage.
• Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting, Nov. 1-8, San Diego.
• Pacific Marine Expo, Nov. 18-20, Seattle. A major trade show 

for commercial fishermen and mariners. More information at 
pacificmarineexpo.com.

• Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting, Nov. 28 to Dec. 4, Dillingham. 
The board will consider Bristol Bay finfish proposals.

• North Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting,  
Dec. 3-11, Anchorage.

Arctic Storm orders  
new factory trawler, 
Rolls-Royce to design

Seattle-based Arctic Storm Management Group is building a  
huge new factory trawler to catch and process North Pacific 
pollock and cod.

The news came June 11 via Rolls-Royce Marine, which said it 
had signed a contract with Louisiana shipyard Thoma-Sea Marine 
Constructors for the 328-foot vessel.

“This will be the largest and most advanced fishing vessel ever 
to be built in the U.S.,” Arctic Storm CEO Doug Christensen said in 
a press release from Rolls-Royce. “The fact that both the design and 
the supply and inte-
gration of the compre-
hensive equipment 
package is provided 
from, and coordinat-
ed by, Rolls-Royce is 
a key enabler for us.”

It’s the largest fish-
ing vessel contract to 
date for Rolls-Royce, 
valued at about $20 million, the company said.

The vessel will be equipped with a processing plant for fillet, 
surimi, fishmeal, and fish oil, Rolls-Royce said. It will accommo-
date a crew of more than 150 people.

The vessel is scheduled for delivery in 2021.
In addition to the design, Rolls-Royce will supply the propulsion 

system based around a Bergen main engine in combination with 
Bergen generator sets.

“This arrangement is deigned to optimize and meet the require-
ments for low fuel consumption, reduced emissions, and low noise 
and vibration levels,” Rolls-Royce said.

Arctic Storm is a prominent player in Alaska’s enormous Bering 
Sea pollock fishery.

The company currently has two factory trawlers, the 334-foot  
Arctic Storm and the 272-foot Arctic Fjord. But these vessels are old –  
the Arctic Storm was built in 1941, and the Arctic Fjord in 1974.  

– Wesley Loy
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Grant awarded for Bristol Bay cannery history project
The NN Cannery History Project has received a $50,000 maritime 

heritage grant from the National Park Service to collect, preserve, 
and share the stories of people who lived and worked at a 128-year-
old historic cannery at South Naknek, Alaska. Those include 
company personnel, Native residents, commercial fishermen, 
and the diverse cannery workers whose lives are reflected in the  
industrial landscape.

“I’m excited to be able to link the story of the NN Cannery 
and the many people who created Alaska’s working waterfronts 
to the nation’s broader maritime history,” said project director  
Katherine Ringsmuth.

The National Park Service announced $2.6 million in grants on 
May 11 to help fund maritime heritage pres-
ervation and education projects across the 
nation. In partnership with the federal Mari-
time Administration, the grants included the 
project centered around the South Naknek 
NN cannery, named after company short-
hand used to identify the cannery.

In partnership with the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks’ Project Jukebox, the NN 
project will conduct interviews that dis-
cuss the significance of the cannery’s his-
toric structures and the stories of the people 
who lived and worked there. The project 
dovetails nicely with an existing jukebox 
about the Bristol Bay fishery, where fisher-
men talk about resource use, climate change  
and more.

“Oral histories from the NN Cannery 
Project will give a voice to cannery work-
ers who are practically invisible to the his-
torical record – those who butchered the 
fish, worked the slime line, maintained its 
machinery, and those who fed and housed 
them,” said UAF archivist Karen Brews-
ter. “Project Jukebox makes these stories 
available to anyone wanting to know more 
about Alaska’s rich cannery history and the 
diverse group of people who worked there.”

For over a century, the NN Cannery 
served as the centerpiece of the resource-
rich Bristol Bay salmon fishery. The facil-

ity functioned almost continuously from 1895 to 2015, relying on 
employees from Europe, Asia Pacific, and Latin America, as well 
as indigenous Alaskans. The cannery has maintained architectural 
and cultural integrity, making it one of the most historically signifi-
cant industrial artifacts on the West Coast.

Now owned by Trident Seafoods, the nation’s largest seafood 
producer, the company supports the effort.

“As a history buff, I am very excited about what the project is 
doing and commend them for their efforts,” said Trident’s Vic 
Scheibert, president of Alaska operations.

Trident took over sole operation of the South Naknek cannery 
in 1995.

“From exploration, to industry, and military conflict, these 
grant projects tell the story of our nation’s history through a 
maritime lens,” added NPS Deputy Director Dan Smith. “Through 
a collaborative effort, the National Park Service is dedicated to 
conserving these treasures and enhancing public awareness of our 
maritime heritage.”

The project team plans to nominate the NN Cannery as a Maritime 
Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places.

All material collected and recorded in the project will be saved at 
UAF’s Elmer E. Rasmuson Library.

The NN Cannery History Project also has received other funding 
including a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

The NN Cannery was placed on the Alaska Association for 
Historic Preservation’s Top 10 List of Alaska’s Most Endangered 
Historic Properties in 2017.  
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www.bonarplastics.com • 1-800-768-6246

Allow Bonar Plastics experienced sales staff, or one of 
our stocking distributors to help you make the right 
choice for your transport and holding needs.

Unipac Packaging Products Ltd.
#108 - 19097 - 26 Avenue
Surrey, British Columbia, V3Z-3V7 
Toll free - 1-800-313-2211
Ph. 1-604-273-4822 • www.unipac.ca

DACO Corp. 
8825 S 184th Street, Kent, WA 98031 
Toll free - 1-877-433-7973
info@dacocorp.com (E-Mail) 
www.dacocorp.com

The Original “Bonar Box”

The historic NN Cannery at South Naknek was the first cannery on the 
Naknek River, and operated for over 100 years. Bob King photo
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NEWS NET

Suspected outlaw high-seas fishing vessel held, 
salmon seized as U.S. and China work together

The cutter Alex Haley detained a Chinese-flagged fishing vessel, 
the Run Da, in international waters east of Hokkaido, Japan, the 
U.S. Coast Guard said.

The vessel was suspected of violating a worldwide driftnet mor-
atorium called for by United Nations resolution, the Coast Guard 
said in a June 22 news release.

The Coast Guard said it seized 80 tons of salmon.
The crew of the 282-foot Alex Haley, homeported in Kodiak, and 

China Coast Guard officers conducted a joint boarding on the high 
seas of the Run Da.

A U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak C-130 aircraft sighted the 
suspected outlaw fishing vessel.

“The captain of the Run Da admitted to fishing with driftnets 
up to 5.6 miles in length,” the news release said. “The joint board-
ing team discovered 1 ton of squid and 80 tons of chum salmon  
on board.”

The Alex Haley transferred custody of the Run Da and its crew 
to the China Coast Guard for escort to China for prosecution.

“This case was the first apprehension of a large-scale, high-seas 
driftnet vessel since 2014 and highlights the successful fisheries 
enforcement cooperation and patrols of the U.S., Canada, China, Japan, 
Russia, and the Republic of Korea,” said Capt. Darran McLenon,  
chief of response for the 17th U.S. Coast Guard District.  

A team from the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Alex Haley boards the fishing 
vessel Run Da. USCG photos

Coast Guard crewmen uncover an approximately 5.6-mile driftnet on 
the fishing vessel Run Da.

Cmdr. Jon Kreischer, left, commanding officer of the cutter Alex Haley, 
signs over custody of the fishing vessel Run Da to the commanding 
officer of China Coast Guard patrol vessel 2301.

China Coast Guard patrol vessel 2301, left, and the U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter Alex Haley.
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Foss Maritime’s two full-service shipyards 
are equipped to take on any project from 
cost-effective repairs and maintenance to 
major conversions and new construction. 
With multiple dry docks and marine 
railways, cranes up to 90-tons, experienced 
teams of ABS- and DNV-certified engineers 
and highly skilled craftspeople, we keep 
your fleet moving forward. 

always safe. always ready.

www.foss.com/shipyards  

800.426.2885

the dock 
will see 
you now 

Plan for removal of four Klamath River dams filed
Editor’s note: The following is a news release from the Klamath River 

Renewal Corp.

The Klamath River Renewal Corp. (KRRC) has filed its “Defi-
nite Plan for the Lower Klamath Project” with the Federal Regula-
tory Energy Commission (FERC) for the proposed removal of four 
hydroelectric dams on the Klamath River – J.C. Boyle, Copco No. 
1, Copco No. 2, and Iron Gate. This filing represents an important 
next step in KRRC’s effort to restore the Klamath River.

The plan was filed on June 28 as part of KRRC’s application to 
FERC for the transfer of the FERC license to operate the dams. 
FERC will review the plan to confirm KRRC has the technical, legal, 
and fiscal capacities to become the licensee.

KRRC’s dam removal and river restoration 
project, currently the largest dam removal 
project in U.S. history, is expected to improve 
water quality, revive fisheries, create local 
jobs, and boost tourism and recreation.

The plan is an approximately 2,300-page 
document that provides comprehensive 
analysis and detail on project design, decon-
struction, reservoir restoration, and other 
post-deconstruction activities.

Among the many topics covered in the 
plan are KRRC’s plans to manage construction 
impacts, manage impacts to groundwater 
wells, perform flood-proofing, improve roads 
and bridges, provide recreation opportunities, 
replace the city of Yreka water line, protect 
aquatic resources, and provide for ongoing 
fish hatchery operations. The plan also 
provides updated information on project costs 
and risk management.

KRRC is confident these foundational doc-
uments will help FERC determine KRRC has 
the capabilities to assume license of the dams 
and to complete the dam removal process, 
which includes deconstruction of the dams 
and restoration of formerly inundated lands.

“We have completed a major milestone 
through the development and filing of this 
plan,” said KRRC Executive Director Mark 
Bransom. “KRRC has developed this plan 
with tremendous respect for the complexity 
of the project.”

In May, FERC authorized KRRC to con-
vene a panel of nationally recognized 
experts to serve as an Independent Board 
of Consultants (BOC) for the project. This 
panel brings expertise in dam construction 
and removal, engineering, aquatic and ter-
restrial biology, construction cost estimating, 
and risk management. During the coming 
months, FERC and the BOC will review and 
provide guidance on the plan. KRRC wel-
comes this feedback and will continue its 
planning and preparations in anticipation 
of a future decision by FERC on the transfer 
and surrender applications.

If KRRC receives all necessary approvals to begin work, it 
expects to begin site preparations in mid-2020, with dam removal 
and restoration activities commencing in 2021.

KRRC is an independent nonprofit organization formed in 2016 
as part of the amended Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agree-
ment. KRRC is part of a cooperative effort to re-establish the nat-
ural vitality of the Klamath River. Signatories of the agreement 
including the states of California and Oregon, local governments, 
tribal nations, dam owner PacifiCorp, irrigators, and several con-
servation and fishing groups appointed KRRC to take ownership 
of four PacifiCorp dams and then remove them.  
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James Burton sports some Grundéns gear while taking part in this year’s Copper River salmon fishery. Photo by Emily Mesner/The Cordova Times

FOULWEATHER FORCE
                  Grundéns builds on its deep heritage as  
                    a maker of protective gear for fishermen

Challenging weather is a constant in commercial fishing, and for almost a century, protective 
gear made by Grundéns has been part of the day-to-day life of working fishermen.

“We Are Fishing” is the company’s slogan, and while its products reflect modern advances 
in durability and weather resistance, its values stem from its origin in the coastal Swedish village  
of Grundsund.

Carl Grundén was a fisherman’s son who began making oil-soaked canvas rainwear in 1911, part of 
his village’s effort to shield its working residents from the coastal elements.

Grundéns’ mission advanced as its gear evolved from the original “oilskins” to rubberized fabrics 
and finally polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and polyurethane.

“We started by understanding the needs of fishermen and providing products that satisfied those 
needs at the time, and that’s absolutely still what drives us today,” said Grundéns CEO David Mellon. 
“Our focus has expanded to the entire globe and outside of just people who earn their living from 
fishing, but the foundation of it is still understanding the customer’s needs – what’s the problem and 
how do we provide a solution.”

Pacific Fishing is 
profiling companies  
with a deep legacy of 
support for the fishing 
industry, providing 
essential products, 
services, and innovation. 

In the spotlight this month: 
Grundéns
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Company organization, focus: Grundéns is a privately held 
company headquartered today in Poulsbo, Washington.

It has operations in Sweden, Chile, and Portugal.
Grundéns announced Mellon’s hiring as CEO in July 2017. The 

company has 44 employees in the United States and nine in Europe. 
A company spokesman declined to disclose annual sales figures.

While the company’s scale is worldwide, its mission is as focused 
as ever. It’s about “the trust, ultimately, that consumers put in our 
products,” Mellon said, “when, really, lives are on the line.”

The management of Grundéns views the relationship between 
its products and fishing itself as part of the company’s identity.

At a recent two-day strategic planning session, company 
staff focused on the “We Are Fishing” concept together with an 
emphasis on environmental conservation.

Fishing-related advocacy will be part of the company’s future, 
as seen now with its strong stance against a proposal to develop a 
mine in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed.

“While we’re probably too small to influence the broader 
political spectrum of things, we do try to get involved in areas 
where we do think we can make a difference. Our fight against the 
Bristol Bay mine is a good example,” Mellon said.

He acknowledged that PVC is “not the greatest material” 
environmentally. Grundéns CEO David Mellon

Grundéns foulweather gear has long been ubiquitous in the commercial fishing industry. Archive photo
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After the initial version of its new Deck-Boss boot proved slippery on certain decks, Grundéns used fishermen feedback for a redesign. Grundéns photo

“But I think we do everything possible that we know of and 
that is within our capabilities today to reduce our footprint,” he 
said. “One example is that we’ve taken steps to remove a lot of the 
chemicals that are harmful from our PVC in all of our products. 
We do go through a fair amount of work to make sure we find 
that best balance point between the most appropriate product, the 
best performing product, and the least environmentally damaging 
product that we can put forth.”

The gear: Mellon said the products Grundéns is best known for 
include the Brigg jacket and Herkules bib, which are “the industry 
standard at the high end and also some of the company’s longest-
running products.”

The Neptune anorak jacket is “one of our more popular styles,” 
while the Weather Watch jacket is “probably our No. 1 product on 
a unit basis.”

The company’s recently released products include the 
SuperWatch anorak and bib, which feature extraordinary abrasion 
and cut resistance using an overlay mesh of tiny ceramic domes.

Releasing a new product involves extensive development 
and testing. The SuperWatch products respond to requests from 
fishermen and were tested in the field for more than a year. Mellon 
said feedback continues to shape the SuperWatch line.

“Fishermen have told us they want this type of material put onto 

a higher-end, more waterproof jacket,” he said. “This is not made 
for north Bering Sea kind of weather, so we’re currently working on 
how to incorporate that into more waterproof jackets and heavier-
duty saltwater gear.”

Another major recent release from Grundéns is its Deck-Boss 
boot, development of which began over two years ago.

“We saw what we perceived in the market as an opportunity 
relative to the durability as well as the comfort of boots offered 
for commercial fishing and we thought we had some better ideas 
on how to do that,” Mellon said. “I think most people would give 
us credit for nailing it and making the most comfortable boot 
out there. So, when you’re working on deck for a 24-hour shift 
or whatever, it’s absolutely the best boot you’ve put your foot in 
and stood on deck with, and from a durability standpoint, we also 
checked that box quite well.”

Boot reboot: But a new product can take more than one try.
The initially released version of the Deck-Boss boot had a  

vexing flaw.
“Where we missed – and in all honesty, we had a bit of a blind 

spot – is that on certain decks, primarily diamond-plated alumi-
num that’s untextured, the boots ended up being quite slippery,” 
Mellon said. “So, we took that feedback and … we went out and 
retested, and sure enough, we found the same thing and worked 
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Scania marine engines are dependable, reliable and 
powerful – exactly what´s needed for demanding duties. 
Their compact size and favorable power-to-weight ratio 
ensures easy installation and maintenance, even in 
engine rooms with limited space. The XPI common rail 
fuel injection system is not only fuel-efficient, but it also
provides the power your business requires.provides the power your business requires.

There’s a Scania marine engine for every job. Find your 
closest Pacific Northwest Scania marine engine dealer 
online at http://www.cascadeengine.com.

on reformulating both the material as well as the design and recon-
structed the whole bottom of the boot.”

The revamped version was released this spring, and Mellon said 
feedback has been very positive.

“Now, we’ve also gotten a lot of negative feedback, honestly, 
from many people on ‘How did you guys miss it so bad on the first 
one,’ and we acknowledge it wasn’t as good as we wanted it to be,” 
he said. “But from the moment we heard about the problem, we 
had a lot of people putting a lot of effort into revising it and making 
it the best boot that we could and through the fishermen’s feedback 
on the traction issue, we absolutely made a better product.”

New opportunities: The company’s future will include more 
new approaches to protective gear.

A year ago, Grundéns “set on a path of reinvesting in innovation 
in the company,” Mellon said, and “there are a lot of areas where 
we see new opportunities.”

Based on the success of the Deck-Boss boot, the company will 
expand its footwear offerings at the tail end of this year. Into 
2019, fishermen will see additional Grundéns products coming  
to market.

What they won’t see is deviation from a focus on fishing. Asked 
about the company’s foray into producing general workwear, 
Mellon said Grundéns isn’t developing or designing any further 
products in that category.

Grundéns has “reaffirmed its commitment” to fishing and the 
people who do it, he said.

“I’m constantly surprised at how much consumers really love 
Grundéns and even when we make mistakes, they’re willing to 
accept our apologies and give us another shot,” he said. “That 

Specialty: Foulweather gear

Headquarters: Poulsbo, Wash.

Ownership: Privately held

Leadership: David Mellon, CEO

Online: grundens.com

connection with end users is a really strong one and one that I 
haven’t seen with many of the businesses I’ve been involved in.”

He added: “We really don’t take lightly that people do entrust 
their lives to our gear, they’re trusting us to protect them from the 
elements, and we really have to work hard every day to make sure 
we uphold their trust.”  

GRUNDÉNS
AT A GLANCE
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SCIENCE

Of the five species of salmon that swim Alaska waters, the 
pink is by far the most plentiful. Some scientists think the 
fish is an overabundant predator that outcompetes other 

salmon and some seabirds.
In the late 1990s, Japanese researchers noticed an intriguing 

pattern while studying in the Bering Sea just north of the Aleutians. 
During every odd-numbered year, populations of tiny ocean 
creatures called copepods were very low. The year after, their 
numbers were high.

Pink salmon eat copepods. And, the Japanese scientists noted, 
pink salmon are most abundant in odd calendar years. The Japa-
nese scientists postulated that pinks, which have exploded in num-
bers since the early 1990s, had gobbled up many of the copepods.

About a decade ago, biologists Alan Springer and Gus van Vliet 
noticed a similar pattern among tufted puffins in a well-studied 
colony on Buldir Island in the Aleutians. The puffins were laying 
eggs earlier in even-numbered years and later in odd years. They 
too wondered if pink salmon might be responsible, by leaving less 
food for the puffins.

Hatchery releases: Though they are the smallest of the salmon, 
pinks are the dominant species in the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea. Pink salmon born in hatcheries, where professionals 
harvest eggs from wild salmon and rear them in captivity before 
releasing them in the ocean, have doubled in numbers since 1990. 

Russians have pink salmon hatcheries that increase numbers in 
the North Pacific and Bering Sea. Alaskans run hatcheries in Valdez 
and other places in Prince William Sound. Hatchery managers 
release more than half a billion pink salmon smolts into Prince 
William Sound each year, some to be caught by fishermen. Canned 
and frozen Alaska pink salmon are sold all over the world, with a 
strong market in China.

Pinks are different from kings, chums, and other salmon species. 
Their life is just two years long, from the time they are eggs until 
they die after spawning. While other Alaska salmon spend at least 
two winters in either the Bering Sea or North Pacific, pinks spend 
only one year in the saltwater surrounding Alaska before returning 

Pink salmon – too much of a good thing?
to freshwater sources to spawn. They remain small until the last 
few months before they spawn, when they eat like crazy and their 
body mass increases by 500 percent.

In that time of greatest growth – from about March to July in the 
spawning year – pinks may be eating so many shrimp, fish, squid, 
and krill that they are not leaving enough for other species. Their 
ferocity and eating efficiency could even be affecting birds half a 
world away, off the coast of Australia and New Zealand.

Far-reaching impact? Short-tailed shearwaters are dusky, 
gull-like birds that live in the Bering Sea and North Pacific in the 
Alaska summer and return to nest on islands off Australia during 
the Alaska winter. During odd-numbered years, the birds arrive 
south of the equator with less body mass and tend to nest in fewer 
numbers. Springer, van Vliet, and several of their Australian 
colleagues wrote about this 9,000-mile connection in a recent paper 
in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Springer, a research professor emeritus with the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks Institute of Marine Science, has pondered the 
impacts of pink salmon for quite a while. He pointed out that 100 
million pinks returned to spawn in Prince William Sound in 2013. 
Thirty percent were wild fish and 70 percent were born in hatcheries. 

 “There is an obvious strategy in using the oceans as unattended 
feedlots, but we know that the feed troughs will not be perpetually 
full, and despite the nutritious protein and fatty acids of free-range 
salmon, it is time to consider additional issues as well,” Springer 
wrote in a 2014 paper.

Possible solutions to the excess pink problem are relaxing catch 
limits for commercial fishermen and reduced hatchery releases 
of pink salmon each year, but Springer knows both of those are a  
hard sell.

 “We all love salmon,” he said. “It keeps a lot of people healthy, 
happy, and entertained, and it keeps a lot of people employed and 
many rich, so what’s the problem with even more?”  

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks  
Geophysical Institute.

by NED ROZELL

Pink salmon returning in August 2017 to Port Valdez near the Solomon Gulch Hatchery, where workers release about 230 million salmon smolts 
to the ocean each year. Ned Rozell photo
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New computer-generated daily maps will help fishermen locate 
the most productive fishing spots in near real time while 

warning them where they face the greatest risk of entangling sea 
turtles, marine mammals, and other protected species.

Scientists developed the maps, the product of a system called 
EcoCast, to help reduce accidental catches of protected species in 
fishing nets.

Funded primarily by NASA with support from NOAA, Califor-
nia Sea Grant, and Stanford University, EcoCast was developed by 
NOAA Fisheries scientists and academic partners with input from 
fishermen and managers.

Using the swordfish fishery as an example, EcoCast incorporates 
data from tracking of tagged animals, remote sensing satellites 
and fisheries observers to help predict concentrations of the 
target species (broadbill swordfish) and three protected species 
(leatherback turtle, blue shark, and California sea lion).

EcoCast will help fishermen, managers, scientists, and others 
understand in near real time where fishing vessels have the highest 
probability of catching targeted species and where there is risk of 
catching protected species. In doing so, EcoCast aims to improve 
the economic and environmental sustainability of fisheries that 
sometimes inadvertently catch and kill sensitive species.

The first peer-reviewed description of the science behind the 
system appeared recently in Science Advances.

“We’re harnessing the field of big data so that information on 
ocean conditions can be of most use – so fishermen can go where 
they’re likely to find the swordfish they want to catch but avoid 
the species that they do not want to catch,” said Elliott Hazen, a 
research ecologist at NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
and lead author of the new paper.

Smaller closure areas: Currently, NOAA Fisheries closes a 
large area off the West Coast to the swordfish fishery seasonally to 
protect leatherback turtles, which travel widely and can be caught 
incidentally in the nets. Fisheries managers could use EcoCast 
to outline small “dynamic closures” that shift according to the 
likely locations of the species they are trying to protect. Since they 
concentrate protection where it’s needed most, dynamic closures 
for leatherback sea turtles could be two to 10 times smaller than the 
current static closures while still safeguarding the species that need 
it, the scientists found.

“EcoCast pioneers a way of evaluating both conservation objec-
tives and economic profitability for sustainable U.S. fisheries,” said 
Rebecca Lewison, a senior scientist on the project from San Diego 
State University and a co-author of the new paper. “By meeting 
both conservation and economic objectives, EcoCast is an impor-
tant step forward in supporting species, their ecosystems, and our 
local and state economies.”

Dynamic closures could also support more “climate-ready” fish-
eries management approaches that adjust to changing ocean con-
ditions as the climate shifts and changes over time. For instance, 
unusually warm conditions off the West Coast in 2014 and 2015 
have driven shifts in fish and marine mammal species, forcing fish-
ermen to adjust their efforts.

“EcoCast directly addresses both scientific priorities and fish-
eries management needs,” said Heidi Taylor, of NOAA Fisher-
ies, West Coast Region. “The use of real-time environmental data 
to support dynamic ocean management provides an innovative 
approach to balance viable fisheries and protecting the ecosystem.”

Super maps for fishermen?
She noted that fishermen 

participated throughout the 
development of EcoCast, 
which should help boost its 
usefulness to the fishing fleet.

The EcoCast system is up 
and running now, produc-
ing color-coded maps posted 
online each day hosted via 
NOAA’s CoastWatch West 
Coast Regional Node. Man-
agers can adjust the system 
to support additional fisher-
ies, but this paper focused 
on reducing bycatch of leath-
erback turtles, blue sharks, 
and California sea lions in the 
West Coast drift gillnet fish-
ery that targets swordfish.

EcoCast maps fishing areas 
in a blue-to-red scale that  
predicts the best waters to catch swordfish with little to no bycatch 
in darker shades of blue, with the greatest risk of encountering 
sea turtles, sea lions, and sharks shown in red. As the ocean con-
ditions change, the dynamic map also changes. Managers can 
adjust the weighting of each species as risks change and the fishing  
season progresses.

Fishermen appeal: “The fishermen will be willing to try this 
because they’re always looking for ways to do things differently, 
and better,” said Gary Burke, a drift gillnet fisherman in Southern 
California. “It’s not going to be perfect, because it’s a prediction, 
but it may give us access to information we haven’t had before.”

He said that fishermen have long watched ocean conditions such 
as sea surface temperatures as indicators of where the best fishing 
might be. The added information that EcoCast provides, such as 
the predicted concentrations of sea turtles, sea lions, and sharks, 
makes it a more powerful tool to help fishermen decide where – 
and where not – to fish.

“EcoCast simply would not have been possible a decade ago,” 
Hazen said.

The increasing availability of satellite ocean data, the miniatur-
ization of satellite tags for turtles and fish, combined with faster 
and more powerful computers helped make it happen. Research-
ers are working to add data on additional species such as marine 
mammals to best reflect bycatch concerns.

“Now we can integrate all this information through complex 
statistical models that turn tens of thousands of data points into 
something more useful,” Hazen said. “We’re putting the informa-
tion directly in the hands of the fishers and managers.”

EcoCast is supported by a partnership that includes NOAA 
Fisheries, UC Santa Cruz, San Diego State University, Stanford 
University, Old Dominion University, the University of Maryland, 
drift gillnet fishermen, fisheries managers, and other stakeholders.

“EcoCast is leading the way toward more dynamic management 
of marine resources,” said Woody Turner, program manager for 
ecological forecasting in NASA’s Applied Sciences Program.  

– Southwest Fisheries Science Center
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SCIENCE

Alaska salmon fishermen have a significantly higher rate of 
health problems than the general population, according to a 

new study conducted by the University of Washington School of 
Public Health in partnership with Alaska Sea Grant.

The health issues include noise-induced hearing loss, upper 
extremity disorders, and fatigue possibly associated with  
sleep apnea.

The study began in early 2015 when Torie Baker, Alaska Sea 
Grant marine advisory agent in Cordova, and members of 
Cordova District Fishermen United invited 600 salmon gillnet 
permit holders to answer health questions before and during the 
fishing season. Debra Cherry, a physician and injury prevention 
and treatment researcher with the University of Washington 
Department of Epidemiology, led the effort.

The research effort is one of the first of its kind in the United 
States, according to the study’s authors. The peer-reviewed study 
was published in April in the Journal of Agromedicine.

Striking finding: Evidence of noise-induced hearing loss in the 
study is striking. About 80 percent of physical exam participants 
had hearing loss, compared to the 15 percent norm for Americans. 
In addition to engine noise while fishing, most fishermen 
reported exposure to noise during off-season activities such as 
snowmachining, hunting, and construction jobs.

Researchers also found evidence of rotator cuff problems in 40 
percent of physical exam participants compared to the norm of  
8 to 14 percent. The potentially high prevalence of obstructive 
sleep apnea, captured via standardized survey questions, is also 

concerning, say the authors. Less sleep combined with poor quality 
sleep may exacerbate fatigue during the fishing season.

Worldwide, fishermen are exposed to noise, ultraviolet radia-
tion from the sun, long and irregular work hours, and physical 
strain. Prior studies show that fishermen have a higher prevalence 
of hearing loss, actinic keratosis (a precancerous skin condition),  
leukemia, fatigue, and musculoskeletal injuries. Because poor 

health in fishermen can result in urgent medical 
evacuation, countries such as Italy and Poland 
require fitness-for-duty exams.

The National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health funded the Cordova research through 
the Pacific Northwest Agricultural Safety and 
Health Center. While injuries and fatalities in 
the U.S. fishing industry dropped significantly 
between 1990 and 2009, NIOSH saw a need to 
evaluate chronic health risks.

The Cordova study: Sixty-six Cordova-area 
fishermen participated in the preseason online 
survey, and 38 responded to the midseason sur-
vey. Some were outfitted with Fitbits to track 
activity and sleep habits before and during the 
fishing season, and 25 fishermen had a complete 
physical exam including medical history, a hear-
ing screening, and a three-minute step test to 
assess fitness during the fishing season.

Most participants were white males, at an aver-
age age of 49 with 27 years of fishing experience. 
Only 3 percent smoked tobacco. Some 70 percent 
of the participants were overweight or obese. 
During the off-season, more than half reported 
vigorous weekly exercise and six to eight hours 
of sleep. During the fishing season, most worked 
longer hours and had less sleep and less aerobic 
exercise compared to off-season.

At the conclusion of the study, researchers sent 
a letter to each participant with their individual survey, exam and 
Fitbit results, recommendations for follow-up, and a summary of 
study findings. In Cordova, Cherry presented study findings at 
two community meetings in fall 2015.

The outcomes of the fishermen’s health study continue to spur 
interest among locals, said Baker, who is a faculty member at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks College of Fisheries and Ocean  
Sciences and a partner in the study. Responding to that interest, 
she provided free hearing screenings this past April at the Cordova 
Community Health Fair.

“Partnering with our public health nurse from Juneau, we pro-
vided hearing screenings for 62 people in just four hours. We were 
very surprised at this response. It was an excellent opportunity to 
assist folks with tracking an often missed or lower priority health 
condition,” said Baker.

The Cordova health study researchers say they are eager to 
increase the study size to further explore their results, and to 
alert health care providers in other fishing ports as to fishermen’s 
specific health needs and challenges.  

– Alaska Sea Grant

Hearing loss, rotator cuffs, and more
A study reveals widespread health issues among Alaska fishermen

Alaska Sea Grant marine advisory agent Torie Baker speaks with fishermen in Cordova about 
participating in a health study.
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Unusual injuries such as bite marks and flipper amputations are showing up on seals 
in the Bering Strait, Chukchi Sea, and Beaufort Sea regions.

Ice-associated seals and Steller sea lions in particular appear to be in contact with 
a typically uncommon predator in these waters, according to a group of scientists, 
hunters, and subsistence managers who are watching the trend.

The likely culprit? Sharks.
Several species are known to visit the western and northern coasts of Alaska, 

including sleeper shark, dogfish shark, Greenland shark, and salmon shark. A variety of 
northern shark species seem to be following the movements of prey species venturing 
farther north due to warmer ocean temperatures.

That’s according to a group of scientists and observers from Alaska Sea Grant, 
the North Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management, Kawerak Inc., and 
Ocean Associates Inc. that have been recording injuries to or attacks on pinnipeds 
through stranding data, aerial survey sightings, marine mammal hunter observations,  
and bycatch.

“People are providing information on harvested seals with amputated flippers 
because they don’t normally see that. These are not the marks of a killer whale. Killer 
whales have pegged teeth – the injury pattern would be different and community 
members are noting these are novel injuries,” said Gay Sheffield, an Alaska Sea Grant 
marine advisory agent in Nome.

Gruesome injuries: “In some injuries we’ve seen, bone has been sliced. There have 
been penetrating stab wounds and circular bite marks. The flesh is sometimes torn 
as if a sharp, triangular-shaped object has ripped the skin leaving an upside-down V 
pattern,” said Sheffield.

Sheffield has been sharing information with, among others, Raphaela Stimmelmayr, 
a wildlife veterinarian and research biologist with the North Slope Borough who is also 
tracking the unusual injuries.

“Some of the injuries reminded me of what I saw in sea turtles attacked by sharks 
when I worked in the tropics,” said the Utqiagvik-based vet. “It’s very suggestive of 
shark bites.”

Both scientists are quick to point out that they don’t have enough evidence at this 
point to say with certainty what is going on, but by working with coastal communities, 
Kawerak, and each other, they hope to collaboratively learn what may be attacking the 
pinnipeds. They presented a scientific poster about shark-pinniped interactions at the 
Alaska Marine Science Symposium in Anchorage last January.

The poster, titled “Sharks and shark predation on ice seals and sea lions: Preliminary 
results from the Bering Strait and the North Slope regions, Alaska,” has a table that lists 
shark sightings, strandings, and bycatch dating back to 1950. It shows increased reports 
from 2010 onward. In the waters off Gambell that year, a very large shark was reported 
by hunters as attacking a bull sea lion, weighing several hundred pounds, in the water.

“There are not many sharks that could kill a large sea lion,” Sheffield said, noting that 
she has no doubt as to the hunters’ observation.

Brandon Ahmasuk, subsistence resources program director with Kawerak, said the 
hunters who witnessed the attack described the bull sea lion leaping out of the water 
and then making a beeline toward shore. Next, they saw what looked like a huge shark 
before it dove below the surface. They soon saw a large pool of blood in the water and 
no sign of the sea lion.

“They estimated the shark was between 14 and 16 feet in length,” Ahmasuk said.
Currently, there is one record of a great white shark, at least 12 feet in length, caught 

in the central Bering Sea during August 1979. The fisherman cut open the stomach of 
the shark to see what it had been feeding on. Large chunks of Steller sea lion fell out, 
according to Sheffield.

It is unclear if the number of shark attacks on pinnipeds is picking up or if it’s a 
matter of people providing more observations. Some coastal residents of western and 
northern Alaska began to report more unusual marine mammal sightings beginning in 

Is a toothy terror invading 
northern Alaska waters?

by PAULA DOBBYN

Continued on Page 20
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SCIENCE

There has been great progress during the past two decades in the 
understanding of the ocean ecology of Pacific salmon and their 

response to climate-induced changes in their ocean environment.
This book is a comprehensive summary and interpretation of the 

research published on the ocean ecology of six species of Pacific 
salmon (pink, chum, sockeye, coho, Chinook, and cherry), steel-
head, and coastal cutthroat trout by researchers in Canada, Japan, 
Korea, Russia, and the United States. The book includes a summary 
of standard Pacific salmon research techniques in the ocean, and 
relevant new information on the life history in fresh water.

Each chapter is authored by well-known researchers from Pacific 
salmon-producing countries. The chapters for each species report on 
the recent knowledge of the marine life histories, including abun-
dances, stock-specific distributions and migrations, feeding behavior, 
trophic interactions, growth, survival, and enhancement activities.

The book provides up-to-date scientific information on the ocean 
life of Pacific salmon as well as discussions about future research 
needs. It will be an invaluable source of information and a standard 
reference for scientists, teachers, students, and anyone interested in 
Pacific salmon.

To obtain a copy, go to tinyurl.com/yd69cel8.  

– American Fisheries Society

New book: ‘The Ocean 
Ecology of Pacific 
Salmon and Trout’

2011 when over 600 seals in northern and western Alaska beached 
themselves or were harvested. The seals were found to have skin 
lesions, hair loss, weakness or some combination of both. A cause 
of the disease was never determined.

Warming seas: The scientists tracking the suspected shark inju-
ries have a working theory.

“We speculate ocean temperature rise, reduced sea ice coverage, 
and associated movements of prey species (e.g., fish, marine mam-
mals, etc.) are resulting in increased exposure of northern shark 
species to pinniped,” according to the poster.

It’s unclear whether more sharks in Alaska’s northern waters 
will have any major biological implications for seals and sea lions, 
Stimmelmayr said.

But it’s important to compile field observations and data to 
document changes, she said.

With historically low sea ice conditions in the Bering Sea in 
recent years, species are showing up that local residents haven’t 
seen before, like hanasaki crabs, also known as spiny king crabs, 
said Ahmasuk. Hanasakis, which taste similar to king crab, are 
historically found in Asia but have been documented in the Bering 
Strait region in recent years.

Ahmasuk said some other marine species are arriving earlier in 
the summer, such as salmon, as ocean temperatures warm. To him, 
it makes sense that there would be more sharks in northern waters 
as well.  

Paula Dobbyn is communications manager for Alaska Sea Grant.

Continued from Page 19
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The short-lived pickled herring trade in Southeast Alaska
The spruce boughs and red ribbons festooning Petersburg’s 

Sons of Norway Hall during the holiday season can warm the 
saltiest of hearts. Yet, even this elegant display of Christmas finery 
is overshadowed by what bedecks the tables during the annual 
pickled herring contest. Salted, cured, kippered, smoked, canned, 
and pickled – most every method of preserving seafood is featured. 
Herring may be the title act, but halibut, salmon, eel, black cod, 
shrimp, and more make an appearance, albeit a brief one due to the 
bevy of hungry attendees.

As evidenced by Petersburg’s beloved contest, herring is a cher-
ished part of the Alaska homepack. For a moment around World 
War I, pickled herring was also a noted factor within the Alaska 
seafood industry.

Herring were destined to be used for bait or fertilizer in the early 
decades of commercial exploitation. One of the earliest American-
era industries in Alaska was a herring processor. Killisnoo, near the 
village of Angoon, in Southeast Alaska’s Chatham Strait, became 
home to the Northwest Trading Co.’s herring plant in 1878. This 
plant turned herring into fertilizer and operated a commercial 
whaling enterprise.

Packing barrels: By the turn of the 20th century, small 
salteries throughout Southeast packed herring into barrels for  
commercial export.

The earliest operators used beach seines to capture herring, 
while the Killisnoo plant set a purse seine using two rowboats 
that would encircle a school of herring. By 1918, most commercial 
herring fishermen used powered purse seiners.

During the teens, herring plant operators embraced a variety of 
methods to prepare herring for human consumption. In 1916, the 
Alaska Herring and Sardine Co. opened its herring and salmon 
cannery in Port Walter. There, herring were kippered – salted and 
smoked – before being canned and sold as Wakefield’s Kippered 
Herring. According to fisheries trade publication Pacific Fisherman, 
the product was quite popular, being “known and used all over the 
civilized world.”

Most early herring salteries pickled (aka cured) herring in barrels 
“Norwegian-style.” That is, herring of various sizes were haphaz-
ardly gutted and packed with lots of salt into barrels. Consumers 
preferred so-called Scotch-cured herring, but Alaskans lacked the 
expertise required to make this finer product.

Wartime boom: World War I changed this, providing Alaska 
herring fishermen and processors with an unexpected opportunity. 
Due to wartime conditions in the North Atlantic, American 
consumers could not access Scotch-cured herring from Norway 
or Scotland. At the same time, wartime conditions compelled 
the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries to invest in the speedy development 
of the nation’s fisheries resources for consumption on both the 
homefront and on the Western front. Hungry consumers paired 
with enthusiastic Bureau of Fisheries employees brought a short-
lived boom to Alaska’s pickled herring industry.

In the spring of 1917, the Bureau of Fisheries sent an expert pick-
ler to Alaska to teach the fine art of Scotch-cured herring. August 
Klie (presumably the same expert) shared the method with readers 
of Pacific Fisherman magazine, describing a finicky process. One 
had to begin with very fresh, unblemished herring. Workers (usu-
ally women) “gibbed” (gutted) the herring. Two products were cre-
ated through the gibbing process – one that was gutted and gilled, 
and another that was gilled and gutted except for the milt or roe.

After gutting, the herring were sorted by size and roused in 

enough salt so that the herring packed in a 
barrel would not touch the skin of any other 
fish. Using too much salt, however, would 
lead to salted, not pickled, fish. The herring 
were laid in a specific pattern within the bar-
rel and then left to settle for two days. Herring of the same day’s 
pack, cure, and selection were added to the top. The barrel was 
closed, put on its side to rest, and then opened after 10 days. A 
bung hole was drilled in the side, and the pickling juice drained 
into a bucket. This same pickling juice was poured on top of the 
herring within the same barrel, rinsing the fish with its own juices. 
This rinsing process was repeated several times before more her-
ring were added to the top of the barrel, again of the same day’s 
pack. The barrel was topped, stamped, and shipped to the herring 
markets of New York and Chicago.

Demand for quality: Klie left with a warning: “Don’t cure her-
ring in large vats or tanks and then repack into Scotch-style barrels 
and think you are getting away with it. The trade buying Scotch 
herring is well-posted. It knows what is best and pays accordingly.”

To help assure the quality of the herring, packers brought women 
who were experienced at gibbing and packing Scotch-cured herring 
to several plants in Southeast Alaska. In 1918, close to 100,000 barrels 
of Scotch-cured were packed in Alaska, breaking all previous records.

It seemed that a new industry was flowering until it became 
evident that not everyone heeded the warning of Klie. In Sep-
tember of 1918, Pacific Fisherman noted that some unscrupulous  
herring packers had delivered low-quality products. The magazine 
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ALASKA NOTEBOOK by WESLEY LOY

Gulf sockeye fisheries go bust while Bristol Bay flourishes
Salmon situation: As the Fourth of July approached, Alaska 

salmon fisheries were seeing mixed results, as usual. But the 
contrast between good news and bad news seemed more extreme  
than normal.

Sockeye fisheries across the Gulf of Alaska were struggling. The 
Copper River District remained closed after three unproductive 
early openers. As of press time, the sockeye catch totaled a paltry 
25,976 fish for the district. Fortunately, fishermen had landed about 
900,000 sockeye elsewhere in the Prince William Sound region.

At Chignik, early-run sockeye returns were dreadful, so much so 
that community members asked the governor to declare a fishery 
economic disaster. The state took steps to restrict neighboring 
fisheries to allow Chignik-bound sockeye to pass through.

Yakutat also was seeing historically low sockeye returns, forcing 
a commercial setnetting closure, radio station KCAW reported.

The picture was much brighter at Bristol Bay, home of Alaska’s 
richest sockeye fishery. As the fishery approached its traditional 
Independence Day peak, the sockeye harvest stood at more than 10 
million fish. Thus, it appeared the bay was well on its way to fulfill-
ing the preseason harvest forecast of 37.6 million sockeye.

Most of catch was occurring in the Nushagak District, on the 
west side of Bristol Bay.

      
Togiak herring totals: Purse seiners netted a big haul of herring 

near the remote Southwest Alaska village of Togiak. But fishery 
value appeared rather depressed again this year.

The seine fishery ran from April 22 to May 2, with poor weather 
and water conditions dogging the fleet through much of the sea-

son. Nevertheless, seiners were able to bag 
16,490 tons on a quota of 16,829 tons.

Purse seine participation was documented 
at 20 vessels, up from 19 in 2017, the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game reported.

Only one gillnet vessel took part, and thus the department 
held the gillnet catch figure confidential. Dillingham radio station 
KDLG identified the lone gillnetter at the F/V Wave Ryder.

The department put the ex-vessel value of this year’s Togiak 
herring fishery at about $1.65 million, based on an advance price 
estimate of $100 per ton. The valuation does not include any post-
season adjustments.

Togiak herring are valued primarily for their roe, or eggs, with 
Asia the main market.

      
Cook Inlet conflict: Because of its sizeable runs of prized 

Chinook and sockeye, ready road access, and proximity to the 
state’s main population centers, Cook Inlet is Alaska’s most intense  
salmon battleground.

The various user groups – commercial fishermen, sport anglers, 
dipnetters, and subsistence harvesters – continually question Cook 
Inlet salmon management and attempt to shape policy more to 
their liking.

Now, it seems, Gov. Bill Walker wants to set a new tone in Cook 
Inlet. On June 4, he signed an administrative order establishing a 
Cook Inlet Salmon Task Force with the goal to “establish common 
understanding and areas of agreement between individuals or 
groups representing the Upper Cook Inlet salmon fishery.”

The task force will provide the governor observations and 
recommendations to improve management through legislative, 
regulatory, or administrative change, according to the order and a 
state website.

The task force “will not undermine the role or authority of the 
Board of Fisheries,” the order said.

When last we checked, task force members had not yet been 
named. Presumably, the task force won’t really get rolling until 
after the summer fishing season.

      
Disaster relief: Alaska will receive $56.4 million in disaster relief 

for the 2016 Gulf of Alaska pink salmon fishery failure.
The money comes out of disaster funding Congress appropriated 

to help fishermen, fishing communities, and businesses left reeling 
from fishery failures and hurricane impacts.

“This is a big deal,” Gov. Walker said. “Alaska will get more than 
a quarter of the $200 million allocated to help fishing communities 
across the country that have faced fisheries-related disasters.”

The state is “working collaboratively” with federal officials and 
stakeholders on plans to disburse the funds, said a June 21 press 
release from the governor’s office.

Exactly who will receive relief, when, and in what form remains 
to be seen.

      
Personnel file: Andy Wink, a seafood industry research analyst, 

is the new executive director of the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood 
Development Association. He replaces Becky Martello, who 
announced her resignation in February.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of Deck-
boss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.
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A May 15 ruling by U.S. District Court 
Judge Michael McShane didn’t draw con-
clusions on the antitrust issues and instead 
focused on whether the plaintiffs in the case 
were directly affected.

McShane granted Pacific Seafood’s motion for summary judge-
ment, which argued that the fishermen who filed the lawsuit had 
no standing to make claims of monopolization because they don’t 
participate in the Westport market.

McShane stated that “even if Pacific Seafood’s proposed acquisi-
tion of Ocean Gold would suppress prices paid to fishermen who 
deliver to Westport, these plaintiffs are not the proper parties to 
challenge the proposed merger.”

Pacific Seafood currently owns about a third of Ocean Gold, the 
judge’s ruling said.

      
Willapa Bay tragedy: The U.S. Coast Guard responded to sev-

eral Washington Coast assistance calls in May, including one that 
ended tragically.

According to the Coast Guard, on May 19, Long Beach fisherman 
Kevin Soule’s wife reported that he was several hours overdue 
from a solo fishing trip. Helicopter and small-boat searches yielded 
no results, but a sheen, life ring, and crab pots were located in 
Willapa Bay by the Pacific County Sheriff’s Office on May 20.

On May 23, divers found Soule’s body inside the sunken vessel. 
The cause of the sinking hasn’t been determined.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.

Salmon season starts with high prices, low catch
Price bailout: West Coast ex-vessel prices for Chinook salmon 

were extraordinarily high in the first month of fishing, but the price 
advantage was offset by its cause – low catch rates.

Commercial salmon fishing began in May in all three West Coast 
states. California’s first phase of fishing was notable for its location, 
the Klamath Management Zone (KMZ) from the Oregon border to 
the Humboldt South Jetty.

“It’s pretty unusual to have any month except September open 
in the KMZ,” said Jennifer Simon, of the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s Ocean Salmon Project.

The state’s earlier than usual KMZ season reflects this year’s 
rebound of Klamath River fall-run Chinook. But the May catch 
didn’t match expectations – a 3,600-fish quota was set and only 
about 950 fish were caught, Simon said.

She added that at $10 to $12 per pound, ex-vessel prices were strong.
The unfulfilled portion of the quota was rolled over to June, 

upping that month’s catch allowance to 6,650 fish.
In contrast, the Southern California area that includes Monterey 

was open for the first week of May and exceeded preseason predic-
tions. Four-thousand fish were caught and prices were similar to 
those seen in the KMZ.

Fishing was closed in June in the Fort Bragg and San Francisco 
Bay areas due to a second year of low Sacramento River Chinook 
returns. July, when the catch is strongest, will also be mostly closed.

Oregon’s fishing was also slow to ramp up.
“It was probably about one fish per day the first week or so,” 

said Mark Newell, a fisherman and buyer/processor. He added 
that the catch picked up in the second half of May, with some boats 
having double-digit daily catches.

Newell said he did a majority of his buying in Newport, paying 
$12 to $13 per pound.

“It’s the highest price I’ve ever paid,” he said.
Washington’s coastal fishing is divided into four areas under 

weekly catch limits. Greg Mueller, of the Washington Salmon Troll-
ers Association, said the area from Leadbetter Point to the Queets 
River and the Neah Bay area were where the fish seemed to be.

Washington’s season is restricted this year, primarily because 
of low Columbia River Chinook runs. The season’s Chinook catch 
limit is 27,500 fish, down from last year’s limit of 45,000 fish.

And it’s uncertain if this season’s lowered limit will be reached.
“The last two years, the Chinook salmon did not show up 

north of Cape Falcon – and I mean, they just plain did not show 
up,” Mueller said. “This year, we’ve got depressed runs and the 
runs that are really down are the ones that the Washington Coast 
depends on.”

Ex-vessel price reached $12.50 per pound as of early June, but 
the low supply dampened the season’s early phase.

“With the exception of the price bailing us out, it’s pretty 
damned meager,” said Mueller.

      
Pacific Seafood prevails: A federal judge has ruled that fisher-

men seeking to block Pacific Seafood Group’s further ownership 
of a Washington processing company don’t have an antitrust case 
because they “do not participate in the relevant markets.”

A group of fishermen filed an antitrust lawsuit in 2015, alleging 
that Pacific Seafood’s acquisition of Westport-based Ocean Gold 
Seafoods would undercut competition and intensify what was 
described as Pacific Seafood’s market monopoly on groundfish, 
whiting, and Pacific shrimp.

WEST COAST by DANIEL MINTZ 
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issued cautionary counsel, noting, “The 
handlers and consumers of Scotch-cured 
herring in the principal centers of consump-
tion cannot be fooled by these shady prac-
tices and the Jewish housewife of New York 
is a better judge of herring than many of the 
men who are packing them.” (Pickled her-
ring is prized in Jewish cuisine.)

Indeed, the price for Alaska-made Scotch-
cured herring collapsed, forcing the closure 
of businesses throughout Southeast. More-
over, when World War I ended, consumers 
were reunited with the Scottish and Nor-
wegian herring brands that they preferred 
before the war interrupted trade. The Alas-
ka pickled herring boom had bust.

Anjuli Grantham is a public historian, writer, 
and producer based in Alaska. Read more of her 
work at anjuligrantham.com.

Looking Back continued from Page 21
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PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING classifieds

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001
  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 253-564-3672

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $320K
PWS SEINE .......................................... $21K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $21K
SE GILLNET PKG .................................. $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .....................................N/A
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $25K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $85K
PWS DRIFT .....................................WANTED
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................... $55K
COOK INLET SET .....................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ................................WANTED
AREA M DRIFT ................................WANTED
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $175K
BBAY SET........................................WANTED
SE SEINE ................................................N/A
PWS SEINE .......................................Wanted
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE .........................................N/A
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $200K
POWER TROLL ..................................... $31K
HAND TROLL .......................................... 12K

PUGET SOUND DRIFT ............... $17K TERMS
PUGET SOUND SEINE ..............................N/A
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $48K
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $35K
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................................N/A
SE RED KING/TANNER W/80 POTS ...... $150K
SE POT SHRIMP ..............................WANTED
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K
PUGET SOUNG DUNGY ....................WANTED
OR DUNGY 58’/500 POT ..................WANTED
OR DUNGY 58’/300 POT ..................WANTED
OR DUNGY 26’/200 POT ....................... $30K
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT .................WANTED
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ..................................... $120K
SE CUCUMBER ................................WANTED
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......................... CALL
CAIFORNIA SQUID ...........................WANTED
CAL DUNGY 41’/350 POT ................... $215K
OR TROLL UNLIMITED/WGEAR ............. $25K
CAL NEAR SHORE N. CENTERAL ......WANTED
CAL DEEPER NEAR SHORE ................... $39K
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $108K
WA TROLL ...............................................N/A

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “B/C” SE BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED
16000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD UNFISHED @ $35
8000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD UNFISHED @ $33

2800# “C” SE BCOD BLKD UNFISHED @ $33
ANY# “B/C” WY BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED

2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $35
ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD BLK/UNBLKD @ WANTED

4000# “C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ $28
ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HALIBUT BLKD/UNBLKD @ WANTED
3000# “B” 2C HALIBUT UNBLKD UNFISHED @ $67

5000# “C” 2C HALIBUT BLKD @$65
ANY# “B/C” 3A HALIBUT UN/BLKD/BLKD @ WANTED

2000# “C” 3A HALIBUT BLKD UNFISHED@ $40
1100# “B” 3A HALIBUT UNBLKD UNFISHED @ $51

ANY# “B/C” 3B HALIBUT UNBLKD @ WANTED
4000# “C” 3B HALIBUT BLKD @ $42
2,900# “C” 4A HALIBUT BLKD @ $25
1700# “C” 4A HALIBUT BLKD @ $22

P2348M – 46' WAHL COMBINATION, RIGGED FOR CRAB, 
SALMON AND TUNA. GMC 6-71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 509 
GEAR, 10KW ISUZU AUX. DECK MOUNTED SPRAY BRINE 
UNIT FOR TUNA, 4 SPOOL SIMPLEX GURDIES. ELECTRON-
ICS INCLUDE GOLDSTAR RADAR, FURUNO RADAR, FURUNO 
SOUNDER, FURUNO GPS, COMNAV PILOT. WASHINGTON 
AND OREGON CRAB PERMITS AND GEAR AVAILABLE. BOAT 
AND OREGON SALMON PERMIT $200K.

P2346M – 46.5 X 12.5 COMBO, 3306 CAT MAIN, TWIN 
DISC 509, 6.5KW GAS GENERATOR, COPPER COIL 
REFER THRU OUT HOLD, 4K CRAB INSERT, 17" JUNES 
BLOCK, JUNES SS TUNA PULLERS, KOLSTRAD GURDIES, 
ALUMINUM RIGGING, FURUNO NAVNET, COMNAV PILOT, 
SAT PHONE. PACKS 125 POTS AND 10K CRAB, 5 TON 
ICED TUNA. CURRENTLY FISHING. AVAILABLE 10-18.  
ASKING $75K.

P2343M – 2016 36' ALUMINUM CRABBER. LOW HRS. 
STILL UNDER WARRANTY. YAMAHA 350 HP MAIN. YAMAHA 
25 HP AUX. GARMIN 24 MILE RADAR, GARMIN CHART 
PLOTTER AND FATHOMETER, VHF W/AIS RECIEVE ONLY, 
POT PULLER, AFT STEERING STATION, TRIM TABS, MSD 
HEAD, WALLIS DIESEL HEATER/COOK TOP, VEE BERTH 
BUNKS. ASKING $150K.

P2342M – 1995 51'X15’9 FIBERGLASS CONBINATION LONGLINE/
POT/SEINER BUILT BY SKOOKUM. JOHN DEERE 6068 AT 330 HP. TWIN 
DISC 3:1 RATIO. JOHN DEERE 40 KW GENSET. 1,200 GALLONS  2 
TANKS. PACKS 55K LBS. IN (2) FISH HOLDS. CHILLS 40K LBS WITH 18 
TON RSW SYSTEMS. AFT HOLD PACKS 15K LBS, OR PLATE FREEZER 
OPTION AVAIL. FULL ALUMINUM LONGLINE FWD AND AFT SHELTER. 
KOHLSTRAND LONGLINE HAULER, 15" JUNES CRAB BLOCK, JUNES 
DAVIT AND VALVES. ELECTRONICS INCLUDE: (2) RADARS, (2) VHF, (2) 
GPS, COMPUTERS, (2) SOUNDERS, COM-NAV AUTOPILOT AND HAIL-
ER, DICKINSON STOVE, HOT WATER HEATER, SHOWER, (4) BEARTHS 
AND DAY BUNK IN WHEEL HOUSE. ASKING $425,000.

P2340M – 32' X 13'8" LACONNER, 421 HP CUMMINGS VT 903 
M, ZF GEAR, 2 DIRECT DRIVE 6 CU HYDRO PUMPS, POWER 
STEERING, BOW THRUSTER, 7.5 TON PACWEST RSW SYSTEM, 
MARITINE FAB REEL W/REX ROTH INTERNAL DRIVE, MARITIME 
FAB ROLLER, LEVELWIND, AND ANCHOR WINCH, COM-NAV AU-
TOPILOT, 2 GARMIN PLOTTERS, 2 VHF RADIO'S, 1 W/REMOTE 
MIC, FURUNO RADAR, INVERTER, CLEAN AND READY TO FISH. 
INCLUDES 20' CONTAINER, LOTS OF SPARE PARTS, TOOLS, AND 
300 FATHOMS OF GEAR. AVAILABLE AFTER 2018 SEASON $300K.

P2335M – 40' WEGLEY COMBO, PRACTICALLY NEW. CUR-
RENTLY RIGGED FOR POT FISHING AND HAS DECK GEAR 
FOR GILLNET, ALUMINUM MAST AND BOOM. C-9 CAT MAIN 
500HP (1K HOURS SINCE NEW), ZF GEAR, 5.5K AUX. FURU-
NO RADAR AND SOUNDER, STANDARD HORIZON PLOTTER, 
SIMRAD PILOT. ROOMY CABIN W/GOOD ACCOMODATIONS. 
FLUSH WORK DECK WITH RAILING ALL AROUND. TURN KEY 
OPERATION. PUGET SOUND GILLNET, CRAB AND SE DUNGY 
PERMITS AVAILABLE WITH GEAR. BOAT ONLY $495K.

P2321M – 32 X 13.5 ROZEMA BUILT IN 1980, 3208TA 
CAT REBUILT AND TWIN DISC GEAR REBUILT IN 2010, 
IMS RSW NEW IN 2008. NARROW SLIDING REEL. PACKS 
16K IN 8 INSULATED HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS 
WITH RADAR, GPS PLOTTER, COLOR SOUNDER. WELL 
MAINTAINED RSW BOAT. ASKING $215K W/GEAR.

P2344M – 1979 MODUTECH, COMPLETELY REFURBISHED 
IN 2007, TAMD 61A VOLVO, TWIN DISC 507, 4.5CUBE 
DIRECT DRIVE PUMP FOR 7.5 TON IMS RSW, VICKERS 
CLUTCHED BELT DRIVE FOR DECK GEAR. FLUSH DECK W/
ALUMINUM BULWARKS AROUND ENTIRE DECK. NARROW 
FIXED REEL. PACKS 10K IN RSW OR 15K W/DECK LOAD. 
SALE INCLUDES 14 - 50 FTM NETS AND 6 - 25 FTM NETS, 
BRAILER, LINES, BUOYS, SURVIVAL SUITS, SPARES AND 
CAR. ONLY $100K FOR TURNKEY RSW!
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PACIFIC FISHING  classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

There’s
nothing fair 
weather 
about us.
With a deep understanding of aquaculture and 
fisheries, our dedicated staff finances vessel 
purchases, quota shares, permits, equipment, 
and more. We also offer programs for young 
and beginning fishermen. 

Standing strong through sunny days and 
stormy weather. That’s Northwest Farm 
Credit Services.

206.691.2000 | northwestfcs.com/fisheries

Here to Help You Grow

TRI-CORE PLASTICS CONTAINERS LTD.
1 (800) 214-3542 • www.plasticfishcontainers.com

DX 335
Capacity 2000lbs

DX 327
Capacity 1500lbs

D 660
900lbs

DX 310
Capacity 300lbs

KEEP IT COOL
In Stock, West Coast

Factory II 

Available

Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

www.alaskaboat.com
alaskaboats@gmail.com

Homer, Alaska

IFQs • PERMITS • VESSELS
FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE

(800) 992-4960 • (907) 235-4966

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home
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Permit Information
 

Dock Street Brokers
(206) 789-5101 (800) 683-0297

www.dockstreetbrokers.com
For all the latest permit & IFQ 

listings please call or visit 
our website.

IFQ NEWS
*Price differences reflect the range from small blocks of D or C class 
on the lower end to unblocked B class unless ortherwise indicated.*

HALIBUT
Fishing reports are mostly positive.  Reduced grounds prices have 
had a substantial impact on quota prices.  Lower quota prices 
are creating potential buying opportunities for fishermen that are 
taking a long-term outlook.  The latest is as follows:    

 

AREA              ESTIMATED VALUES
2C                                 $55.00/# - $65.00/#
- No activity. Current asking prices do not reflect market 
demand.
3A                                 $40.00/# - $50.00/#
- Lower prices have resulted in increased activity.
3B                                 $25.00/# - $38.00/#
- Prices significantly lower, buying opportunity?
4A                                 $20.00/# - $29.00/#
- Demand for unblocked, availability remains limited.
4B                                  $12.00/# - $22.00/#
- Still no unblocked available, buyers remain active.
4C                                  $10.00/# - $20.00/#
- Limited demand, limited available.
4D                                  $10.00/# - $20.00/#
- Same 4C, not much available.

AREA              ESTIMATED VALUES
SE                                 $30.00/# - $35.00/#
- Significant gap in price expectations between buyers and 
sellers.
WY                                 $30.00/# - $35.00/#
- Recent activity, buyers have mopped up most availabe quota.
CG                                 $20.00/# - $28.00/#
- Decreased demand causing prices to drop.
WG                                 $12.00/# - $19.00/#
- Unblocked goes quickly, buyers still looking, blocked remains 
available.
AI                               $2.00/# - $7.50/# (A class)
- Demand for A shares, increasing interest in B & C shares.
BS                              $1.50/# - $7.50/# (A class)
- Buyers looking for larger blocks of B & C shares, steady 
demand for A shares.

SABLEFISH
Sablefish reports indicate mediocre catch rates. High percentage 
of small fish continues to result in depressed dock prices. 
Demand for unblocked remains relatively steady.  However, price 
expectations of sellers exceed those of buyers.  The latest is as 
follows:

AK Power Troll                            $30K
Area M Drift                               $165K
Area M Seine                              $110k
Bristol Bay Drift                           $155K
Bristol Bay Setnet                         $45K
Chignik Seine                             $125k
Cook Inlet Setnet                   3 Packages Available
Kodiak Seine                              $31k
Kodiak Tanner <60’                        $27k
Lower Yukon Gillnet                        $12k
PWS Drift                                  $155k
PWS Seine                                $168k
SE Dungeness (75-300 pot)           Variable - Call for info
SE K69: R/B/brown/tanner                 $185k
Southeast Drift                            $88k
Chatham Sablefish                         $410k

California Crab                         Variable - Call for info
Activity has slowed, possibly due to potential regulation chang-
es and high asking prices. Permit variables make it difficult to 
pair buyers and sellers. Listings wanted.
- 175 pot: $50k-$70k range. Low demand.
- 250 pot: $60k-$90k less than 35’.  $90k-$150k for 35’ -                      
58’+.  Increasing demand, low availability.
- 300+ pot: high demand and low availability.
California Squid                    $20k/ton - $24k/ton
- Steady interest, low availability.
California Squid Light                   Variable - Call for info
- Buyers actively looking for light permits, and brail permits 
with large tonnage endorsements.
California Spot Prawn                   Variable - Call for info
- Buyers actively looking, sellers wanted.
Oregon Crab                           Variable - call for info
- 200 pot: $45k-$55k. Cash buyers looking.
- 300 pot: $120k - $150k. High demand for 58’+.
- 500 pot: Demand for 60’+.
Puget Sound Crab                         $175k
- Increasing interest, some recent sales.
Puget Sound Crab Lease                   $17k
Puget Sound Drift                          $15k
Puget Sound Seine                         $150k
Puget Sound Seine Lease                   $11k
Washington Crab                       Variable - Call for info.
Sellers wanted, increasing interest from buyers.
- 300 pot: ranging from $2.5k - $3k/ft. Sellers wanted.
- 500 pot: steady demand, sellers wanted.
Washington Crab Lease                 Listings wanted
Washington Troll                         $26k
Longline - Unendorsed                     $110k

Sablefish Endorsed                     Variable - Call for info
- Steady demand despite low grounds price.
- Unfished Tier-3 permits available.

 ALASKA PERMITS          ESTIMATED VALUES

 WEST COAST PERMITS     ESTIMATED VALUES

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com
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FOR SALE
Highland Refrigeration self-contained RSW/
brine freeze system for sale: For installation 
on deck of your vessel or ashore. Chill approxi-
mately 4,000lbs fish from 65ºf to 32ºf per hour. 
Brine freeze approximately 400lbs/hour from 
35ºf to 0ºf. Power Supply: 3 phase 460V/60 Hz. 
$39,400. Refrigeration system was factory built 
in December 2012 but is still essentially new. It 
has been stored indoors except during two test 
runs, one week in March 2013 and one week 
in April 2014. The system has run for a total of 
60 hours since it was built. The gen set has 15 
additional hours accumulated during monthly 
maintenance starts. See it start at: drive.
google.com/file/d/1hWwUaoPdZcE7siu0nb9m
n1GbtRxhKudG/view?usp=sharing. Contact Ted  
at (619) 226-7944.

FOR LEASE TO EXPERIENCED SKIPPER/CAPTAIN
Enterprise v 70’ fiberglass freezer boat. USA #13 
tuna license, K-license with quota, L-license 
with full quota. Completely rewired last year, 
new Hiab this year, currently going through CSI 
and being repainted. Freezing capacity 20,000 
lb. per day, holding capacity 90,000 lb. frozen 
fish, 5 separate holds. Able to do frozen sable 
and fresh halibut at same time. Excellent sea 
boat. Great opportunity! For more details contact 
Wally Simpson at (604) 329-0911.

F/V ANNA
47’ steel troller/sailer. Steel for price of wood. Isuzu 
6BD1 130 h.p./550 fuel/good sails/aluminum poles 
& hayrack/full electronics/new aluminum pilot 
house, new hydraulic system and all new wiring 
2005/drop in slush/crab tank/large insulated & 
glasses fish hold. Turn-key. Stika. Contact Bill Lewis 
(907) 738-1054 williamcampbelllewis@gmail.com.

HALIBUT IFQ
We will fish 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ for 28%. 30 
years experience, lots of references and return 
clients. I pay for everything. 25% medical trans-
fers. (541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for 
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don  
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Lobster permit with 120 traps ready to fish 
130,000 dollars season in session. Other permits 
for California available. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
40'x11.5'x5' Canadian aluminum gillnetter, built 
by McEarchern in 1970. 230 hp John Deere 
6068 w/ 1,000 hours, new in 2017. Twin Disc 
509 gear. 800 gallon fuel capacity in (2) alu-
minum tanks. Packs 20,000# in (3) insulated 
holds. 10" shrimp block, Maritime Fabrication 
stern roller, new Kinematics drum with Twister 
drive and levelwind, aluminum picking boom, 
and (2) PL-2 Pullmasters. Electronics include 
GPS, VHF, radar, sounder, ComNav autopilot, and 
computer w/ Nobeltec. Great combination vessel 
with lots of recent upgrades. Asking $170,000. 
(907) 401-0158, cvaughanak@gmail.com.

F/V ANGIE
Unique Opportunity - Direct marketing, 

catcher/processor
Suitable for a small group of trollers, gill nett-
ers, seiners, set netters, or use as a floating 
lodge. Rigged additionally as factory troller with 
Alaska permit. Complete tender, processing and 
transport with current direct Salmon markets 
established for those who want to sell their fish 
for more money. Excellent for remote locations 
and small villages. Completely self contained, 
with ice machine, water maker, blast freezing, 
cold storage, vacuum packing and onboard fil-
let machine. Over 2 million invested, come and 
inspect. Vessel and equipment excellent condi-
tion, available immediately. (206) 369-2486.

Marco Mark 3 AutoBaiter System Complete 
Longline Setup off Working Longliner

Well maintained and completely functional 
Marco Autobaiter Mark 3. Includes Baiter, Hook 
Catcher Combi, Mustad Stripper and 70 Rails. 
This system will accommodate approximately 
15,000  13 or 14 Hooks. No gear included. Sys-
tem Harvested 100000 Cut of Alaska Sablefish 
2017 season. Baiter rebuilt in 2012. Includes 
Complete Spare Parts kit. Very dependable 
system, will offer consultation and assistance 
during initial setup and usage. $40,000. Contact 
Garrett Elwood: FVWesternfreedom@gmail.com 
or (425) 345-8301.

Boats/Permits/IFQs

Completely rebuilt in 
2013/2014. Vessel has crabber/
tender/longline history and 
several thousand pounds of 2C 
Alaska halibut quota that is 
separate but may be negotiated 
with boat. $399,000, will 
consider up or down real estate 
trades. Located in Bellingham, 
WA. Call (360) 201-5702.

50' All-Aluminum Marco Fishing/Work Vessel

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW
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See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com

HALIBUT IFQ
2C-B-U:   3,000 lbs ...........asking $67.00
2C-C-B:   2,000 lbs ...........asking $64.00
3A-C-B:   3,400 lbs ..........asking $45.00
3A-C-B:   1,700 lbs ..........asking $45.00
3B-B-U:   4,900 lbs ..........asking $43.00
3B-B-B:   3,350 lbs ..........make an offer 
4A-C-B:   1,700 lbs ..........asking $22.00
4B-C-B:      850 lbs ...........asking $12.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
CG-C-U:   8,500 lbs  ............asking  $28.00
CG-C-B:   4,300 lbs  .............asking $26.00
SE-C-U:    5,000 lbs  .............asking $38.00
WY-C-B:   2,800 lbs  .............asking $34.00

(206)789-5101Dock Street Brokers (800)683-0297

SE16-020  58’x19.6’ combination seine/
crab, blt ‘74.  Major reconstruction in 
14-15.  GMC 12V-71 main rebuilt in 
2011. Deere 4045 65 kW aux w/ PTO 
and 25 GPM pump. 18 ton IMS RSW 
system, 85K#  salmon, reinsulated 
and relined fish holds.  Full electronics 
plus video monitoring system.  Asking 
$550,000.  Any offers encouraged!

CR18-004  50’x15’x8.5’ steel Monk 
design, built by W. Robertson in 1979.  
Cummins main rated at 325 hp.  Kubota 
30 kW auxiliary.  10 ton Spray Brine 
system w/ 5F30 Carrier compressor.  
Capacity of 23,000# crab in tanked hold.  
500 fully rigged crab pots. INCLUDES CA 
500 pot crab permit good to 50’, Complete 
turnkey package with permits and gear.  
Call for survey.  Asking $890,000.

TE18-004  50’x24’x42” aluminum house 
aft tote tender, Jensen design, built in 
2015 by Mavrik, less than 1,000 total 
hours on the boat.  Very shallow draft.  
Lots of deck space with raised deck 
house.  Twin 410 hp Cummins QSL9 
mains, ZF 2:1 gears.  John Deere 61 
kW and Northern Lights 12 kW gen 
sets.  Deck crane w/ 2k# lift at 30’ reach.  
Capable of carrying 48 full totes.  No 
fish hold but plumbed for RSW for deck 
tanks.  Asking $1,435,000.

CO18-010  31’x11’x3.5’ fiberglass 
combination crabber/troller built by 
Uniflite in 1977.  John Deere 6068TFM 
rated at 201 hp w/ Borg Warner Velvet 
drive.  Packs 2500 lbs in (3) fish holds.  
3 spool Kolstrand gurdies, (2) hayracks 
and Junes block w/ hydraulic knuckle 
boom.  Full electronics package.  Asking 
$32,000.

CR18-019  34’x10.7’x4.6’ fiberglass 
crabber built by Westport in 1974.  CAT 
3208 main rated at 425 hp.  ZF301 
gear.  7.5 kW Onan genset.  Insert packs 
4,500#, and 8,000# w/ raised hatch 
combing.  Includes 17” Warren Junes 
block and 38 gpm hydro pump.  OR 200 
pot crab permit and 175 Trilogy crab pots 
available.  Call for more info.  Asking 
$95,000.

Begin your high visibility exposure in the 
world’s most productive and lucrative 
commercial fishing industry. Reserve space 
by JULY 18 for the September issue.

Pacific Fishing captures the essence of the  
North Pacific fisheries on all levels.

Contact John Nordahl, Ad Sales, at (206) 775-6286  
or johnn@pacificfishing.com

The story of Cordova’s Orca Cannery

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN n MAY 2017

www.pacificfishing.com

• California landing fee hike

• Sitka, B.C. herring reports

Around the Yards
US $2.95/CAN. $3.95
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Looking Back: WWI and the seafood industry

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN n MARCH 2017

www.pacificfishing.com

• Halibut catch limits

• Coping with climate change

03
US $2.95/CAN. $3.95
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Powerlifting
Which deck crane  

is right for you?

Gary Isaksen’s amazing models

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN n JUNE 2017

www.pacificfishing.com

• Togiak herring wrapup
• Bristol Bay’s cool catch

Salmon preview

06

US $2.95/CAN. $3.95

63
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6

JOIN YOUR CUSTOMERS  
IN THE NORTH PACIFIC!

www.pacificfishing.com



EYES
ON THE

 HORIZON

While you spend time working on your boats 
and gear to prepare for the season ahead, we 
are also looking beyond the horizon, developing 
new markets and maintaining relationships with 
your customers in the U.S. and overseas.

Building global demand for Alaska seafood 
sustains fishing families and communities for 
generations. The Alaska Seafood Marketing 
Institute team is proud to be on deck with you.  

www.alaskaseafood.org

YOUR PASSION: 
harvesting Alaska’s 

wild seafood. 

OUR MISSION: 
making sure the 

world demands it.

Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute
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Integrated Marine SystemsIMS

Manufacturers of Refrigeration

SELF-CONTAINED RSW SYSTEMS  SPLIT RSW SYSTEMS CONDENSING UNITS FOR CHILLING AND/OR FREEZING 
TITANIUM & COPPER NICKEL CHILLERS LIVE AQUATIC REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS 

PARTS FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS OF REFRIGERATION IN-HOUSE DESIGN, ENGINEERING & INSTALLATION SERVICES

IMS – simple, reliable and built to last

7.5-TON HYDRAULIC  10-TON HYDRAULIC 8.5-TON SPLIT DIESEL5-TON HYDRAULIC

50 HP ELECTRIC20-TON ELECTRIC 35 HP ELECTRIC

Integrated Marine SystemsIMS

Manufacturers of Refrigeration
It Pays to Invest in          
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