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The recent steep decline in crude oil prices is welcome news for commercial 
fishermen, who should be feeling less pain at the fuel dock.

In Alaska, however, lower oil prices aren’t entirely positive. The state  
government relies heavily on oil royalties and taxes. Nothing compares to oil 
when it comes to paying the bills and filling reserve accounts vital for Alaska’s 
future as a state.

With that as a backdrop, what’s happened to oil prices in recent months 
is scary. At the end of January, Alaska North Slope crude was less than $50 a  
barrel, compared to $110 back in July.

The price could go even lower. Or it could go higher. Who knows?
It’s not just the price that’s worrisome. Alaska oil production also has seen a 

huge decline over the years.
The hand-wringing has begun in Alaska.
On Feb. 5, the state’s new governor, Bill Walker, released a spartan budget 

proposal for fiscal year 2016.
“There are cuts in here, and some will be painful,” Walker said. His spending 

plan eliminates 300 jobs and significantly cuts operating budgets, including that 
of the Department of Fish and Game.

This grim situation presents a clear threat to the commercial fishing industry. 
It’s conceivable that policy makers will look for new ways to generate revenue 
and wean the state off oil money.

Alaska’s fishing industry already pays significant sums through the raw fish 
tax and other levies. The industry also enjoys certain tax credits.

Whether, on balance, the fishing industry fully pays its way is a complex 
question, and we’re not prepared to answer it here.

The important point is that some might feel the fishing industry, as well as 
other industries, don’t pay enough.

Alaska has no state income or sales taxes, and politicians naturally aren’t 
eager to impose them on the people. And so, the hunt for revenue likely will 
first point toward industry, toward new or higher user fees, and toward tax 
breaks that might be curtailed or eliminated. Depending on how fiscally dire 
things become, we could even see concepts such as fishery royalties enter  
the discussion.

What should the fishing industry do? At press time, we were hearing talk of 
an organized effort to showcase the industry’s importance in Alaska’s economy.

This sounds like a smart move. While Alaska remains a rich state, with tens 
of billions of dollars in savings, the time to be heard is now.

      
A crewmen’s tale: We are pleased this month to print an excerpt from a new 

book, “One Hook at a Time: A History of the Deep Sea Fishermen’s Union of 
the Pacific.”

This is a terrific volume, professionally written by Jeff Kahrs under the  
direction of project managers Jan Standaert and Sara Chapman. The engaging 
words and evocative photos tell the story of “the oldest known fishing union 
representing crewmen in the United States.”

If you’re like me and maintain a commercial fishing library, this book is an 
absolute must. Turn to page 18 to read the excerpt and to find out how to get 
your copy.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

*FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Retention of smaller halibut proposed:  
The Seattle-based Fishing Vessel Owners’  
Association suggests reducing the minimum 
size requirement for commercially caught  
halibut from 32 inches to 30 inches.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

new Bristol Bay reality show to premiere 
Thursday: Animal Planet's eight-part series  
“Alaska: Battle on the Bay” follows five Bristol  
Bay salmon boats and their crews. 
– discovery.com

The importance of China: A new report  
prepared for the Alaska Seafood Marketing 
Institute examines the state’s global seafood 
exports. – alaskaseafood.org

Bristol Bay association backs ‘The Breach’: 
Audiences at some screenings of the documen-
tary film will receive complimentary cans of  
Bristol Bay sockeye. – bbrsda.com

Florida senator to chair key subcommittee: 
Republican Marco Rubio replaces Alaska’s Mark 
Begich as chairman of the Senate Commerce  
Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisher-
ies, and Coast guard. – commerce.senate.gov

new director of Washington Fish and  
Wildlife chosen: Jim Unsworth comes from  
the Idaho Department of Fish and game.  
– wdfw.wa.gov

More salmon disaster relief approved:  
Nearly $13 million in federal aid will fund 
research and direct payments to recreational 
and commercial interests in Alaska’s Yukon-
Kuskokwim and Cook Inlet regions.  
– alaskafisheries.noaa.gov

Coast Guard medevacs injured fisherman 
near Kodiak: A Jayhawk helicopter safely  
hoisted the man off the F/V Irene h after he 
reportedly suffered an abdominal injury while 
pulling pot gear. – uscgnews.com

Alaska board backs Cotten as commissioner: 
Sam Cotten currently is serving as the acting  
head of the state Department of Fish and game.  
– adn.com

silver Bay seafoods executive talks 
starKist deal: The fast-rising processor also is 
investing $8 million in a canning operation at 
its home base in Sitka. – kcaw.org

strong Copper River sockeye catch expected: 
If the forecast proves accurate, the commercial 
harvest will exceed 2 million fish again this year.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Alaska legislative session begins today:  
Lawmakers face a tight budget year with the  
decline in the price of crude oil.  
– peninsulaclarion.com

Alaska governor appoints fish and game 
commissioner: Sam Cotten previously had 
served in an acting capacity.  
– peninsulaclarion.com

nMFs urges relief on Bering sea halibut: 
Agency tells IPhC that moderating harvest 
cuts in Area 4CDE would spare local residents 
economic hardship. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Commentary: Alaska’s flatfish trawl fleet is an 
important economic contributor committed 
to reducing halibut bycatch.  
– pacificfishing.com

san Francisco herring fishery under way: 
Two commercial vessels are reported to have 
made landings. – cdfwherring.wordpress.com

Aleutian marine sanctuary nomination 
rejected: Federal officials cite lack of  
community support. – kucb.org

Opinion: governor may regret Roland Maw 
appointment: Karl Johnstone says his  
replacement on the Alaska Board of Fisheries 
has had a goal of shifting fisheries manage-
ment from the state to the feds. – adn.com

Trident’s ‘The Alaskan’ brand debuts at 
Walmart: Exclusive new items are now on 
shelves at each Alaska Supercenter and 20 
stores in Washington, Walmart says.  
– news.walmart.com

Arrests made in dillingham boat break-ins: 
Police believe 24 fishing vessels were  
burglarized at the PAF boat yard. – kdlg.org



1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.

Pollock ad_Pacific Fishing_Layout 1  1/16/14  6:10 PM  Page 1



6  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  mARCh 2015  £  www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  

CoMMENTArY

Recent evidence showed a possible decrease 
in the Bering Sea halibut fishery alloca-

tion this year, prompting a growing concern  
about halibut bycatch and discard mortality  

and what to do about it.
As fishermen, the flatfish trawl catcher-processor fleet (aka 

Amendment 80 fleet) and the halibut fleet have a lot in common. 
We each provide healthy, sustainably harvested fish to feed the 
world and we proudly provide employment to fishing families. We 
also share a desire to reduce halibut bycatch.

Groundfish species harvested by the Amendment 80 fleet  
intermingle with halibut and cannot be harvested without some 
take of halibut. The Amendment 80 fleet maintains a halibut 
bycatch rate of less than 1 percent and our annual halibut discard 
mortality has dropped by 509 metric tons (over 1.1 million pounds) 
since 2005. Significant improvements in bycatch reduction have 
already been achieved, and efforts to reduce it further should  
consider potential impacts on our fleet’s fishermen and the Alaska 
communities that depend on us.

According to the North Pacific Fishery Management Council’s 
report “Five-Year Review of the Effects of Amendment 80,” the 
total economic impact of the Amendment 80 fleet is substantial, 
providing approximately 2,057 fishing jobs aboard our 18 ves-
sels. Additionally, our fleet makes approximately 540 port calls in 
Alaska annually, creating an additional 2,500 indirect and induced 
jobs within Alaska. Sales of fuel, groceries, moorage, and time in 
shipyards are major contributors to fishery support services and 
vendors in rural Alaska communities. These activities contributes 

millions of dollars in local and state taxes to Alaska – $4.4 million in 
fish taxes alone in 2012. A large share of these taxes are reinvested in 
the coastal communities that we support with our fishing activity.

We know halibut is a shared resource, and we take very seriously 
the importance of keeping discard mortality numbers as low as  
possible. As Capt. Terry Fisher of the F/V Ocean Peace says, “We do 
not like to discard fish that are valuable to another fishery. In fact, 
we do things to avoid these fish – we use excluders on our nets and 
we run away from high discard areas. All of which has a cost to our 
company and employees.”

Capt. Bob Hezel of the F/V U.S. Intrepid puts it this way: “We 
try very hard to catch only our target species, and we are largely 
successful. The crime is that we are forced by the law to throw away 
the halibut bycatch. It’s the same for the halibut fishermen, who are 
also forced by the law to discard their undersized halibut bycatch. 
Waste is bad, and laws that require fishermen to throw fish away 
are simply bad laws.”

To develop new ways of reducing the number of halibut we catch 
and increasing the survival of those we do catch, the Amendment 
80 fleet collaborates with fishery scientists, fishery managers, and 
fishermen from all over the world. Fortunately many of these efforts 
have paid off.

These improvements in bycatch reduction are possible because 
our fleet prioritizes accountability, science-based solutions, and 
collection of bycatch-related data (observers sample every haul). 
Armed with data, we are empowered to innovate ways to reduce 
bycatch and test whether these innovations bear fruit in real-world 
conditions. While there are things we don’t know and can’t control, 

by CHRIS WOODLEY

Alaska’s flatfish trawl fleet is an important economic  
contributor committed to reducing halibut bycatch

by NORM VAN VACTOR

Alaska seafood industry supports Bristol Bay drilling withdrawal
P resident Barack Obama in December removed the North  

Aleutian Basin from the federal offshore oil and gas leasing  
program. Bristol Bay and the adjacent southeast Bering Sea waters 
are off the table for future leasing. His decision was supported by 20 
seafood companies and trade associations who operate in the region, 
as well as 50 tribes and Native organizations from Western Alaska 
and the interior. The Bristol Bay Economic Development Corp. 
(BBEDC) was part of this collective voice for resolving many decades 
of uncertainty about whether our fishing grounds would become an 
oil and gas field.

We believe that the North Aleutian Basin is a place where the risks 
associated with offshore drilling are just not worth taking. The region 
represents 40 percent of the entire American seafood production. It 
is the heart of the Bering Sea fishery, with a wholesale value of over 
$2 billion each year. Putting such high-value fisheries at risk for a 
relatively small gain in energy production was not a business plan 
that made sense.

BBEDC is invested in all of the major fisheries in Bristol Bay  
and the Bering Sea, including salmon, pollock, cod, flatfish, halibut, 

herring, red king crab, and opilio crab. As a Community Develop-
ment Quota group, we use income from these fisheries to benefit our 
rural communities. Last year alone, we invested over $20 million 
in 17 communities in the Bristol Bay region, creating jobs, funding 
scholarships, and building infrastructure in Western Alaska.

For the past nearly four decades, the controversy has been that 
the North Aleutian Basin Planning Area, designated by the federal 
government for offshore drilling, overlaps with the epicenter for our 
fisheries as well as important rearing habitats for the fish populations 
we rely on. Imagine oil and gas wells drilled into the most important 
halibut nursery that produces young fish for all of Alaska. Or an oil 
spill when the world’s largest run of sockeye salmon are moving out 
of Bristol Bay to grow up in the deep ocean or moving in during their 
magnificent migration back to the spawning grounds.

In the 1980s, leases were sold that were then bought back in the 
1990s. In 2007, the exact same area that had been bought back was 
scheduled for another sale. The current administration answered our 
plea to stop the sale, which they did until 2017. But by then it was 
obvious that a permanent solution was needed to end this debate. We 
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Alaska seafood industry supports Bristol Bay drilling withdrawal
needed certainty that our world-class fishing grounds would not be 
sold to the highest bidder.

In Alaska, we have a science-based fishery management system. 
The seafood industry supports a practice of setting conservative catch 
limits, which has enabled the harvest of millions of pounds from the 
Bering Sea, year after year, over many decades. The duty of maintain-
ing our fisheries and safeguarding the ecosystem that makes them 
possible is an important and honorable challenge. And the benefits 
are widely shared among the fishermen, processors, consumers, sup-
port services, coastal communities, and the nation as a whole.

Our No. 1 goal is to ensure our natural heritage is here for the com-
ing generations. We want to thank the president for withdrawing 
Bristol Bay from the offshore drilling program. It resolves a concern 
that has gripped Bristol Bay leaders for decades. His action supports 
our fisheries and makes a lasting investment in maintaining the 
renewable economic engine that they provide.  

Norm Van Vactor is chief executive officer of Bristol Bay Economic  
Development Corp. and lives in Dillingham.

the information we gather on our own fleet is powerful.
While we have worked hard for these bycatch improvements we 

know we must do more. That’s why we continue to research new 
ways to reduce bycatch and discard mortality. To that end we are:

• Working with the National Marine Fisheries Service to allow for 
“deck sorting” to reduce halibut mortality. When deck sorting, hali-
but are accounted for before being carefully returned to the water as 
soon as the catch is brought on deck. Previous testing of this method 
has shown that it significantly reduces halibut mortality.

• Researching new ways to design habitat excluders to further 
reduce halibut caught in trawl nets.

• Maintaining constant communication between captains, 
observers, and home offices to monitor and avoid areas of  
higher bycatch.

We are all fishermen. We all contribute to the economic engine 
and social fabric of Alaska and we all hate wasting fish. That’s why 
we will continue to hold ourselves accountable, problem solve, and 
scientifically test new solutions. At the end of the day, we all agree 
that keeping our fleets fishing and reducing wasted fish is a worth-
while goal.  

Chris Woodley is the executive director of Groundfish Forum, which repre-
sents 14 of the 18 trawl catcher-processors that fish flatfish, mackerel, cod, 
and rockfish in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands. Groundfish Forum 
members are also members of the Amendment 80 sector and the Alaska 
Seafood Cooperative.
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CoMMENTArY by CHRIS BROWN and BRETT VEERHUSEN

E very day, tens of millions of Americans 
are able to enjoy wild-caught seafood 

because of thousands of American commer-
cial fishermen. Because commercial fishing 
has been a way of life that goes back many 
generations, Seafood Harvesters of America 
has come together to ensure that we have the 
right policies in place to sustain that way of 
life for generations to come.

The proliferation of sustainable fisher-
ies nationally is a shared goal of those who  
fish as well as of those who do not – as it 
should be.

Fishing is a noble expression of our  
patriotic duty to care for our resources, but 
more is needed to capture the essence and 
urgency of our situation. No definition of a 
sustainable fishery is complete without the 
recognition that its tenets include profitable 
enterprises, safe and well-maintained vessels, 
and salaries that are competitive within our 
communities and that are consistent with the 
risk and intense labor involved. In addition, 
well-managed fisheries give us reasonable 
cause to encourage our sons and daughters 

Seafood Harvesters of America –  
a voice for accountability

to share with us in an increasingly rare and 
wonderful way of life.

To date, 15 commercial fishing associations 
have officially united as a voice for account-
ability in Washington, D.C. The board 
includes Chris Brown (Rhode Island Com-
mercial Fishermen’s Association), Jack Cox 
(South Atlantic Fishermen’s Association), 
John Schmidt (Gulf Fishermen’s Associa-
tion), Brent Paine (United Catcher Boats), and 
Mark Gleason (Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers).

We believe it’s time that commercial fisher-
men carry our powerful economic message 
with a united voice in our nation’s capital 
because if we don’t have a seat at the table, 
then we can expect to be on the menu.

We kicked things off last summer with a 
panel on “The Future of American Fisher-
ies” at Capitol Hill Ocean Week (CHOW).  
Participating alongside NMFS Assistant 
Administrator Eileen Sobeck and the National  
Fisheries Institute’s John Connelly, we 
made it clear that we intend to be heard on  
regulatory issues, accountability, conserva-
tion goals, and the economic potential of  
America’s fisheries.

Ahead of the Pacific Marine Expo, we also 
wrapped up a member planning session to 
discuss our policy platform and map out 
our priorities for the next couple of years. 
Sam Rauch, deputy assistant administrator 
of NMFS, was nice enough to come by and 
share his thoughts on electronic monitoring, 
data collection, and accountability.

Last Congress, we were fortunate to avert 
a dangerous fish cliff of burdensome red tape 
and costly fines with a three-year extension 
of an existing exemption from incidental 
discharge permitting requirements. Now 
we hope to build on this bipartisan effort to  
promote accountability.

Fishermen have risen from the ashes of 
overfishing – cutting overfished stocks in 
half since 1999 – through effective account-
ability programs. Seafood harvesters now 
catch almost 10 billion pounds of American  
seafood, employing more than 1 million 
Americans. The last thing we want is to erode 
the progress we have made.

Yet, the last draft bills to reauthorize the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act contained a real-
location provision that sets a dangerous 
precedent for replacing real science-driven 

CHRIS BROWN

BRETT VEERHUSEN
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accountability with arbitrary political  
dictates by forcing regional fishery manage-
ment councils to revisit allocations every five 
years. Reallocation in the Gulf and South 
Atlantic could set a dangerous precedent for 
other regions in the future.

The idea of mandated reviews drastically 
changing allocations raises some serious 
questions for harvesters. How do you ask a 
bank for a loan to improve the safety of your 
vessel? How do you comply with costly load 
line and classification standards?

As part of a real science-driven data inte-
gration plan, councils should also consider 
electronic monitoring programs and increase 
the usage of reliable data sources. Electronic 
monitoring can serve as a supplement to 
avoiding the high costs associated with at-
sea observers, even in some full-retention  
fisheries. So we have requested that NMFS 
work diligently to encourage these pro-
grams and other cost-effective measures that 
improve sustainable fishery management.

We’re also pleased that President Barack 
Obama established a task force to combat 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) 
fishing, one of the biggest threats to the 
viability of America’s commercial fishing. 
IUU Russian fishing and crabbing alone has 
cost the United States almost $600 million in 
revenue and $11 million in taxes since 2000. 
Congress must ratify the Port State Measures 
Agreement and implement legislation 
to occupy the moral high ground when  
discussing IUU with other nations.

Every time a threat to accountability,  
foreign or domestic, goes unchecked, it 
undercuts America’s access to American-
caught seafood and punishes the coastal 
communities that have a huge stake in such 
an economically critical industry. Represent-
ing regions from Georges Bank to the Bering 
Sea and from California to the Florida Keys, 
Seafood Harvesters of America is working 
to protect our nation’s seafood resources. If 
you are interested in membership or to learn 
more, please contact our office.  

Chris Brown is president of Seafood Harvesters  
of America and president of the Rhode Island 

Commercial Fishermen’s Association. Brett  
Veerhusen, a lifelong fisherman from Homer, 
Alaska, is based in Washington, D.C., as execu-
tive director of Seafood Harvesters of America.
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YoUr BUSINESS Herring fisheries

seiners make sets in the sitka sound sac roe herring fishery, 2011. Johnny rice photo

ALASKA
Alaska, as usual, expects to have quite a bit of herring up  

for grabs this year. The question is whether the fish are worth  
anything.

The state’s annual herring cycle begins in Southeast Alaska,  
featuring the highly competitive Sitka Sound sac roe seine fishery. 
The action then moves north to Kodiak, west to Bristol Bay, and 
north again to the remote Western Alaska coastline.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has announced a  
preliminary guideline harvest level of 8,712 tons for the Sitka  

by WESLEY LOY, MICHEL DROUIN, and DANIEL MINTZ

From San Francisco to the Arctic,  
not much joy on herring grounds

fishery. It’s the smallest GHL since 2003.
Last year, the Sitka fishery opened March 20 and closed on 

March 30. The harvest totaled 16,976 tons on a GHL of 16,333 tons. 
What the nearly 50 participating seiners ended up making on the 
catch remains something of a mystery, but it wasn’t believed to be 
anything to crow about.

The department was expected to possibly revise the 2015 GHL in 
late February or early March.

Elsewhere in Southeast, the department has said low spawning 
Continued on page 12
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Focused On Net Profits?

Count On Cummins 
To Deliver Solutions
A well-researched repower can provide a quick return on investment in economy of 
operation, maintenance, and engine up-time. We understand the increasing complex 
rules and allowances for repowers where new or Cummins ReCon Marine engines can 
be used. It’s been our experience that the fishing industry has power options they truly 
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YoUr BUSINESS Herring fisheries continued from page 10

biomass means no commercial fisheries will be held at Seymour 
Canal, Hobart Bay/Port Houghton, Kah Shakes/Cat Island, and 
West Behm Canal.

Alaska’s other major sac roe herring fishery occurs near the 
remote village of Togiak in Bristol Bay.

The state forecast calls for a potentially very large harvest of 
29,012 tons, with 70 percent allocated to purse seiners and 30 per-
cent to gillnetters.

The Togiak fishery once was a feisty affair with scores of boats, 
processors, and spotter planes. In recent years, it’s been much 
calmer with the weak Asian market for herring roe.

The industry took 25,136 tons last season, at a weak grounds 
price of $50 per ton. The fishery ran from April 27 to May 13, with 
17 seine vessels and 24 gillnet vessels participating.

A sizeable volume of herring typically is available farther north 
in the Kuskokwim Bay, Nelson Island, and Cape Romanzof areas. 
But the fish often go unharvested for lack of buyers.

BRITISH COLUMBIA
The British Columbia roe herring fishing quota for 2015 is 37,200 

tons, a big jump from the 19,900 tons allocated in 2014. But as in 
2014, some of that quota may be left in the water over First Nations  
objections to fishing.

In 2014 a federal court judge granted the Nuu-chah-nulth 
Nations an injunction against a newly reopened herring fishery on 
the West Coast of Vancouver Island (WCVI). The herring fishery 
had been closed for conservation reasons in 2006.

With Fisheries and Oceans Canada deciding to open the area to 
roe herring fishing again in 2015, the Nuu-chah-nulth Nations say 
they might have to reapply for an injunction.

“Unfortunately, the Minister’s decision to open the WCVI in 
2015 is leading Nuu-chah-nulth Nations back to seeking an injunc-
tion against the 2015 commercial fishery; legal counsel has been 
instructed to prepare an application to the Federal Court,” the trib-
al group wrote in a release Jan. 5.

The Nuu-chah-nulth fishermen and community members main-
tain that WCVI herring stocks are not sufficiently rebuilt to allow 
commercial fishing.

On Jan. 8, the United Fishermen and Allied Workers’ Union- 
Unifor recommended to all B.C. commercial fishermen that they 
not select the WCVI as their seine or gillnet area for the 2015  
herring season.

On Haida Gwaii, the Haida Nation said it will not permit a  
fishery on its territory despite DFO announcing that there is a  
quota to be taken there.

If DFO goes ahead with announcing a fishery, the First Nation 
said it will take legal action to stop it.

According to the final draft of the 2014-15 herring integrated 
fisheries management plan, the total catch target for the B.C. roe 
herring fishery is 37,200 tons, with 20,425 tons dedicated to the 
seine fishery and 16,775 to the gillnet fishery.

The seine targets are split into 800 tons in Haida Gwaii (formerly 
the Queen Charlotte Islands), 800 tons in the Prince Rupert district, 
2,000 tons on the WCVI, 16,025 tons in the Strait of Georgia, and 

800 tons on the Central Coast.
The gillnet target is 1,200 tons in the 

Prince Rupert area, 1,000 tons on the WCVI, 
13,975 tons in the Strait of Georgia, and 600 
tons on the Central Coast.

With little money on the table from pro-
cessors, some fishermen are questioning 
whether it will be worth it to fish herring.

“My skipper said he was promised $200 
a ton so he won’t go,” reported herring  
gillnetter John Stevens.

With rumors of some fishermen being 
offered a down payment of $100 a ton with 
no guarantee of an adjustment later, and 
others hearing $250 to $300 a ton, union 
president Kim Olsen said the future doesn’t 
look too bright.

“Are these true?” he said. “We can only 
speculate, but the talk is that herring fishing 
won’t be worth the squeeze this year.”

CALIFORNIA
Prices for herring were weak this  

season and most of California’s permit 
holders decided not to harvest the fairly 
robust spawning schools in San Francisco 
Bay.

Catches from Alaska and British Colum-
bia far outweigh California’s and with the 
Japanese market for herring roe declining, 

Continued on page 46
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Halibut catch limits tick up
The International Pacific halibut Commission, at its Jan. 26-30 annual meeting in  
Vancouver, British Columbia, voted to recommend the following 2015 catch limits to  
the governments of Canada and the United States.

Regulatory area 2014 catch limits 2015 catch limits % change
 (pounds)

2A 960,000 970,000 1

2B 6,850,000 7,038,000 2.7

2C 4,160,000 4,650,000 11.8

3A 9,430,000 10,100,000 7.1

3B 2,840,000 2,650,000 - 6.7

4A 850,000 1,390,000 63.5

4B 1,140,000 1,140,000 No change

4CDE 1,285,000 1,285,000 No change

Total 27,515,000 29,223,000 6.2

Continued on page 14

After an excruciatingly long downward 
trend, the Pacific halibut quota is finally 
heading in the right direction.

At its 91st annual meeting Jan. 26-30 in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, the Interna-
tional Pacific Halibut Commission voted to 
recommend coastwide catch limits totaling 
29,223,000 pounds to the governments of 
Canada and the United States.

That’s up 6.2 percent from the 2014 quota, 
and the first increase in 11 years.

The season will open at noon local time 
on March 14, a Saturday, and close at noon 
on Nov. 7.

“The Saturday opening date was chosen 
to facilitate marketing,” the commission 
said in a press release.

This year’s fishery will begin consid-
erably later than the 2014 season, which 
opened March 8.

Tough stretch: It’s been a tough decade 

Hallelujah!  
Halibut quota 
finally points up 
for 2015 season

by WESLEY LOY

for commercial halibut longliners, who are 
hoping the stock is finally beginning to turn 
the corner.

IPHC scientists say the problem isn’t  
lack of halibut. The fish actually are very 
plentiful. The problem is that the halibut 

generally are small, growing more slowly 
than they have in times past. Scientists 
also cite smaller recruitments than those 
observed in the 1980s and 1990s.

Catch limits are based, of course, on 
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Pacific halibut catch limits, 2000-15

Continued on page 46

pounds of fish, not numbers of fish. And so 
quotas have, until now, been declining on 
the small halibut.

That decline has been steep and  
painful for longliners, with the catch limit 
falling steadily from the high of 76.5 million 
pounds seen in 2004.

Scientists see glimmers of a turnaround, 
noting that in recent years the estimated 
female spawning biomass “appears to have 
stabilized near 200 million pounds, with 
flatter trajectories estimated in coastwide 
models and slightly increasing trends”  
estimated in other models.

Regional breakdown: In Alaska, the 
IPHC set significantly higher catch limits in 
the two most productive regulatory areas.

In Area 2C (Southeast Alaska), this year’s 
catch limit is 4.65 million pounds, an 11.8 
percent increase. Of this total, 851,000 
pounds is allocated to the charter boat fleet, 
and the rest to the commercial fishery.

In Area 3A (central Gulf of Alaska), the 
catch limit is 10.1 million pounds, up 7.1 
percent. Of the total, 1.89 million pounds is 
allocated to the charter fleet.

Going into the commission meeting,  
halibut fishermen were much concerned 
about a potentially drastic cut in halibut 

availability in Area 4CDE, which takes 
in the Pribilof Islands and northern  
Bering Sea. Ongoing and substantial levels 
of halibut bycatch in Bering Sea trawl  

fisheries heightened the controversy.
In the end, the commission elected to 

make no change in the Area 4CDE catch 
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Editor’s note: The following is an update from 
AKCRRAB, the Alaska King Crab Research, 
Rehabilitation and Biology Program, which is 
sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant, the Universi-
ty of Alaska Fairbanks School of Fisheries and 
Ocean Sciences, NOAA Fisheries, the Alutiiq 
Pride Shellfish Hatchery, community groups, 
and industry.

Trident Basin, near Kodiak, is now home 
to a group of hatchery-reared red king crab.

NOAA researchers Chris Long, Pete 
Cummiskey, and Eric Munk released 11,250 
crab into experimental plots in August  
2014, and have tracked their survival  
and movement.

The released juveniles were reared at 
the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery from 
broodstock collected in Alitak Bay in  
fall 2013.

So far, the hatchery crab have survived 
about as well as juvenile crab survive  
in the wild – evidence that future  
rehabilitation efforts in Kodiak could be 
ecologically viable.

The outstocking experiment tests the 
viability of using hatchery crab to supple-
ment wild stocks, and helps determine the 
optimal density for future releases.

Divers released crab into 5-by-5-meter 
quadrats marked with ground line at 25, 50, 
and 75 crab per square meter. Since then, 
researchers have monitored crab density 
inside the plots to estimate survival, and 
outside the plots to estimate crab move-
ment. Also, they determined predator  
densities and did crab tethering experi-
ments to see if predator density or risk  
differed with crab density.

Released crab suffered about 65 percent 
mortality within 24 hours of release, similar 
to losses in other hatchery-reared animals 
when released into the wild.

Capable ecosystem: After initial mor-
tality, the crab loss rate within the plots 
was similar to that in healthy populations, 
and mortality rate and predation risk did 
not change with release density. Tethering 
experiments showed that predation risk 
decreased from August to October but was 
not affected by release density. This indi-
cates that the ecosystem around Kodiak is 
capable of supporting a healthy population 
of red king crab and that future releases 
could be done at high densities, which 

Hatchery crab released in Kodiak 
waters show good survival

could reduce costs. But these initial results 
do not account for mortality that is likely to 
occur at later stages, which could affect the 
success of release programs.

Another set of experiments is planned 
for this year. Crab of different sizes will be 
released to see how size affects overall loss 
rate. And researchers will try strategies 
such as releasing at night when predation 
may be low, to reduce initial high mortality.

These experiments represent a significant 
step forward for the AKCRRAB project, 
which has brought together collaborators 
from the fishing industry, Native groups, 
coastal Alaska communities, and the state 
and federal governments. Researchers have 
worked closely with the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game throughout the brood-
stock collection and outstocking experiment 
through collection and transport permits.  
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by NED ROZELL

A scientist once noticed a connection 
between the stress that tides inflict on the 
planet and the number of small earthquakes 
that happen in some areas when that  
pressure is greatest. She saw a pattern 
to these earthquakes leading up to great  
tsunamis. A graduate student is now  
looking for a similar signal in Alaska.

Yen Joe Tan of Columbia University 
is combing through a database of off-
shore Alaska earthquakes to see if there 
is any link between the number of small  
earthquakes triggered by tides and great 
earthquakes that send tsunamis racing 
thousands of miles.

How might tides cause earthquakes? 
At high tide, more water piles on top of 
geological faults, adding to stress that’s 
already there. If the fault is close to slip-
ping, the tides can trigger small tremors. 
Solid ground also responds to the gravita-
tional pulls of the moon and sun. Joe Tan is  

looking at the combined effects of ocean 
and Earth tides.

A Japanese researcher has studied the 
relationship between tides and earthquakes. 
Sachiko Tanaka of the National Research 
Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Pre-
vention in Tsukuba, Japan, found that tid-
ally triggered earthquakes were common 
off the northeast coast of Japan several to 
10 years before the magnitude 9 earthquake 
that triggered the tsunami in 2011. She 
found similar results when she went back 
and looked at data from around Sumatra 
before the 2004 tsunami.

“She showed a small nudge by tidal 
stress can push it over the limit,” Joe  
Tan said.

Using records of past earthquakes, Joe 
Tan wants to see if any parts of the Aleu-
tian Arc are perhaps giving the same sig-
nals. Though his data are much more sparse 
than that available to Tanaka, he has seen 
three areas that seem to increase in seismic-
ity when tidal forces are high. Those zones 
are southeast of Kodiak, south of Tanaga in 
the central Aleutians, and south of Buldir in  
the western Aleutians.

“They might be currently critically 
stressed,” he said of these areas.

The potential for a giant earthquake 
along the sweep of the Aleutians is no 
secret. When U.S. Geological Survey  
scientists and others last year imagined an 
earthquake/tsunami scenario that would 
affect millions on the anniversary of the 
1964 Good Friday earthquake, they chose 
a fictional magnitude 9.1 epicentered just 
south of Sand Point. The Alaska effects 
would be terrifying and deadly, and the 
researchers estimated the resulting tsunami 
would inundate the ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach, crippling a supply system 
we all depend upon.

Joe Tan hopes to see if his approach of 
using statistics could be useful in improving 
forecasting earthquakes in great subduction 
zones, like the one where southern Alaska 
meets the sea.  

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks Geophysical Institute.

Can tidal forces lead to giant  
earthquakes and tsunamis?
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unloading the dories was no simple task with the slop generated by the waves deflecting off the hull of the schooner. Courtesy Puget sound 
Maritime Historical society

Chapter One

UNITING LONGLINERS
1 cent a pound is too small recompense for their risky work at this  
time of the year.
– The Seattle Daily Times, November 4, 1912

Peter B. Gill was a Norwegian sailor working lumber schooners 
when he joined the Coast Seamen’s Union in the 1880s. He 
remained in the coastal trade until he came ashore to work as  
a recruiter for the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific (SUP), a union  
created in 1891 when the Coast Seamen’s Union merged with the  
Steamship Sailors’ Union. Gill became SUP’s business agent in 
1895, and he was secretary of SUP’s Seattle chapter when he took 
interest in the special conditions endured by fishermen at sea and 
the inequities they suffered.

Independent fishing vessels sold their fresh North Pacific halibut 
at the Seattle dock during the summer of 1912 for $.045 to $.058 a 

The DSFU – a ‘powerful advocate’ for longline crewmen

by JEFF KAHRS

Editor’s note: Here’s an excerpt from “One Hook at a Time: A  
History of the Deep Sea Fishermen’s Union of the Pacific.” This is a 
colorful look at the roots and perseverance of what is billed as the old-
est known fishing union representing crewmen in the United States.  
Founded in 1912 and based in Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood, 
the Deep Sea Fishermen’s Union represents halibut and black cod  
longline fishermen. The 144-page history book begins in the days of 
sailing schooners and dories, and continues through the revolution-
ary conversion to individual fishing quotas in the U.S. fisheries in the 
1990s. The publisher is Documentary Media of Seattle, and the author 
is Jeff Kahrs, a journalist and former commercial fisherman. Sup-
port for the project came from 4Culture of King County. The book is  
available for a limited time at a price of $40 plus shipping and han-
dling. To get your copy, contact the union hall in Ballard by phone at  
(206) 783-2922 or by email at DSFU@DSFU.org. The following excerpt  
covers the union’s start. We plan to print a second excerpt in our April 
issue covering the union’s more recent experience.
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pound – a decent price for the hard work 
and the risk assumed by boat owners and 
crew, though how much this was worth 
depended on the percentage of the gross 
allotted to the crew. Dorymen on steam-
ers, however, pocketed only a penny a 
pound that season. On November 4, 1912, 
dorymen who worked the smoke boats 
owned by the San Juan Fishing & Packing 
Company – the San Juan, Independent, and 
Comet – met at the SUP hall on Seneca Street 
in downtown Seattle to air their grievanc-
es. This meeting, chaired by Gill, marked 
the formation of the Halibut Fishermen’s 
Union of the Pacific (HFU), four years later 
renamed the Deep Sea Fishermen’s Union 
of the Pacific (DSFU). Gill presented rea-
sons for challenging the owners of the New  
England Fish Company and the San Juan 
Fishing & Packing Company. He made clear 
to the union members that these companies 
were large-scale businesses, and that he felt 
if they recognized the union, other smaller 
and independent operators would follow. 
The union’s untested membership agreed 
with Gill and voted to strike. The work 
stoppage idled 168 fishermen who worked 
on steamers, including New England’s 
steam schooners the New England and the 
Kingfisher, plus San Juan’s new 131-foot  
vessel, Starr.

The HFU’s list of demands was short: a 
one-and-a-half-cent-a-pound share of the 
catch and recognition of the union. The 
strike quickly spread from Puget Sound, 
first port-to-port and dock-to-dock, and 
then ship-to-ship.

The risks of fishing were served up fresh 
to the shoreside strikers with the news that 
a November storm had wrecked the schoo-
ner Oakland off Yakutat, Alaska, and the 
Osprey had been torn to pieces outside the 
entrance to Coos Bay, Oregon. The price 
for a pound of halibut had sunk so low 
that neither crewmen nor fish companies  

Continued on page 20
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the crew of the halibut steamer independent, 1914. Courtesy nordic Heritage Museum

ingolf Widsteen crewed on the steamer san Juan in the 1920s and was lost at sea in 1929 while 
fishing on the Grant. ingolf was the grandfather of current dsFu members Mike and norman 
ness, and great-grandfather of current member Andy ness. Courtesy Mike ness

A Gloucester-type halibut schooner at anchor with dories and crew 

heading out to haul the gear. Courtesy nOAA

felt like negotiating. Gill prepared HFU 
members for a long, protracted strike.

The union’s members had not yet gained 
enough critical mass to impress the large, 
well-funded fishing companies, nor at first 
even enough to disrupt the operations of 
the numerous smaller fishing companies 
and independents. Gill sent union repre-
sentatives to nearby enclaves of hook and 
line fishermen, including Tacoma, Port 
Townsend, and Bellingham, to recruit  
new members.

When the independently owned Zapora 
tied up in Ketchikan at the New Eng-
land Fish Company dock on November 
15, its crew struck. The ship’s captain 
ordered them to offload the catch, return 
to the banks, and fish. At first the crew 
refused to even lift the hatch, but they 
relented long enough to move their 
catch from the steamer’s hold onto the 
dock. By the end of the month, crewmen 
on the last of the company halibut  
steamers joined the strike.

Winter storms raged at sea, and for a 
time the New England Fish Company and 
San Juan Fish Company were content to 
keep their steamers in port. They ignored 
the striking crew and waited for calmer 
winds and water. But when conditions and 
the price of halibut began to improve, ship 
owners became impatient. The Weiding 
& Independent Fisheries Company hired 
strikebreakers for its steamer, the Weiding. 
Boarding the nonunion crew was planned 
as a clandestine operation, but HFU strik-
ers waiting in the dark ambushed the scabs. 
Though the young union won the day, the 
Weiding eventually was able to sail from 
the company dock under the protection of 
heavy fog.

The scabs hired by vessel owners were 

Industry in Transition

A March 19, 1916, Seattle Daily Times article was headlined 
“last of the Picturesque Gloucester Fishers soon to leave 
Coast.”  the story described the long relationship between 
north Pacific and new England ports and the end of Glouces-
ter-type vessels such as the Victor and Ethan, which returned 
to the Atlantic seaboard. the Gloucester vessels, referred to 
as Georges bank boats, had pioneered the hook and line 
fisheries in the north Pacific, and as the Times article noted, 
“now they were to be seen no more, replaced by the remark-
ably sturdy power schooners (such as the Tordenskjold, the 
Polaris, and the Vansee) with their capacious holds, manned 
by a predominately norwegian crew.”
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Halibut boats alongside the new England Fish Company’s dock in 
seattle, 1912. university of Washington libraries, special Collections, 
Cobb 3603Continued on page 22

chosen more for their availability than their experience. Few  
possessed the skills necessary to handline. The Seattle Daily Times 
wrote: “The arrangement followed an unprofitable trip with  
inexperienced men composing her crew.” The New England Fish 
Company chose to break the strike at its Vancouver, B.C., dock 
using a method that had proven successful in a 1907 strike: It 
imported strikebreakers from Nova Scotia who were experienced. 
The company agreed to pay them $.015 a pound providing they 
agreed not to join the union. The contract issue for New England 
was less about the money than union recognition.

The Union’s problem with scabs in Vancouver was  
temporary. Fishing was good, prices improved, the seas calmed, 
and on March 13, 1913, a satisfactory agreement was reached.  
Picketers returned to fishing. The union won recognition and 
a quarter-cent-a-pound raise on company boats. By April, the  
HFU had 750 members in Seattle, and a new branch formed by 
fishermen north of the border in Vancouver, B.C. Branch offices 
were also planned for Ketchikan and Petersburg, Alaska.

HFU action had gained grudging recognition from the New  
England, San Juan, and other fishing companies, but demands 
by crewmen for a larger share of the profits and union  
recognition by independent vessel owners fell on deaf ears. In May 
1913, HFU members voted to strike against them in an attempt to 
reduce the boat share of the catch from 25 to 20 percent. Thirteen 
boats remained in port and 130 crew were left to sit on the beach. 
At Gill’s request, the International Seamen’s Union of America, a 
federation of seafaring unions, pledged its support, and the HFU 
began to gain national attention.

·  Gentle handling 
·  Capacity up to 100 tons per hour 
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·  Innova data collection & reporting
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I will tell you what’s 

uncomfortable and it 

isn’t your PFD.

-Angus Iversen
-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

Today’s low-profi le PFDs are comfortable, don’t 

tangle in gear and extend survival time in the 

water. Choose your PFD at livetobesalty.org. 

Wear it. And live.

Boat Owners Unite
Independent boat owners recognized the need to organize 

if they were to have any chance of bargaining with the union, 
so they formed the Pacific Coast Fisherman’s Association. The  
hastily assembled group claimed that the cost of construct-
ing and operating boats meant its members would not be able 
to profit if they accepted the HFU demands. This proved to be 
a weak argument, as the strike lasted only two weeks before the 
association agreed to reduce the boat share. Crewmen were still 
expected to pay for the food they ate on board, as well as the costs 
of bait, ice, and gear. They also were required to maintain the 
boat’s fishing gear in good order and cover most of the cost for 
replacing gear lost at sea. Finally, they were expected to shoulder 
these expenses even if the expedition was a bust – a “hole trip,” 
where the proceeds from the catch were not enough to cover  

the boat’s expenses.
By the end of 1914, the Pacific Coast Fisherman’s Association 

had been reorganized as the Fishing Vessel Owners Association 
(FVOA), whose contractual bonds with the HFU would remain 
in force until 1916, when the contract was renegotiated. The 
results of HFU’s first strike actions included easily understood  
agreements regarding how the crew was to be paid between the 
union, a company, and FVOA members. Whether crewmen worked 
on company boats or independently owned vessels, their percent-
age of the net profit or loss from a fishing trip was, for the first 
time, clearly defined.

By September 1914, the HFU had grown to 1,275 members. It 
had also established a new branch at Prince Rupert, B.C., where 
halibut boats had begun to deliver fish for shipment on the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railroad to eastern markets in both Canada and  

the United States.
The boat share had been established 

between the FVOA and HFU, but the price 
being paid for halibut at the Seattle dock 
was challenged in 1914 when a local city 
attorney, Clay Allen, filed charges with the 
court against every major fish processor on 
Puget Sound – Booth Fisheries Company, 
Chlopeck Fish Company, International Fish-
eries, San Juan Fishing & Packing Company, 
and Occidental Fish Company. The charges 
stated that those named were in violation of 
the Sherman Antitrust Act and alleged that 
these companies were colluding to control 
the price and limit the supply of halibut. 
This was the first antitrust case brought 
in Washington State, and was settled in 
1918 when Federal Judge Jeremiah Neterer  
levied a penalty of $12,000 on the five com-
panies following their plea of no contest.

Without waiting for a settlement, the 
FVOA moved quickly to take charge of 
the dockside bidding process for halibut.  
Supported by HFU, the FVOA established 
an open room for bidding, which would 
take place in plain view, a model similar 
to that used by the well-established grain 
exchanges. It was called the Fish Exchange 
and it opened on the second floor of a Seat-
tle warehouse on Pier 8. By 1915, halibut 
prices reached $.10 a pound. Boat owners 
had learned the advantage of working with 
the HFU. It only made sense, given so many 
shared interests.

Upon the occasion of the DSFU’s 90th 
anniversary many years later, then presi-
dent Pat Hunter observed that relations 
between the FVOA and DSFU had histori-
cally been congenial. “Virtually all of the 
members of both organizations are a part of 
the tight-knit … community.” He pointed 
out, “Many captains and boat owners had 
known their crewmen since childhood, and 
almost all of them had in earlier years been 
crewmen themselves.”  

BookSHElf One Hook at a Time



 www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  £  mARCh 2015  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  23

wElCoME ABoArd F/V Kariel by DANIEL MINTZ 

When Steve Fish was 19 years old, he faced a turning point 
in life – he’d just quit college in Northern California and 
was looking for a new challenge.

He found it in Petersburg, Alaska, where he worked on a  
salmon and halibut tender for a month and then as a deckhand on  
salmon seiners.

At the time, it was just an adventure, but the experience of  
fishing in Alaska put the hook in him. 

“I didn’t plan on staying, but I didn’t plan on going back, either,” 
he said. “I ended up really loving it and finding a home there.”

Now 60 years old and with decades of commercial fishing  
experience, Fish lives in Sitka, where he moors his boat, the  
F/V Kariel. Its unusual name refers to the members of his family.

Fish intended to name the vessel after his wife, Kari Johnson, but 
she wasn’t game for that. So the letters “el” were added in honor of 

Fish
     and
  family

Sitka longliner adapts California boat for pursuit  
of Gulf of Alaska halibut, black cod

the skipper’s daughter, Eva, on the bow of the F/V Kariel. Photos courtesy of steve Fish

Continued on page 24
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wElCoME ABoArd F/V Kariel 
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steve Fish’s son, Erikson, at the roller aboard the F/V Kariel.

their children, Eva, Erikson, and Lexi. 
It’s his fifth boat, but he’s had it for more 

than 25 years, and it’s changed a lot since he 
bought it.

Fit for Alaska: The vessel, 66 feet long 
and 19 feet wide, was built in San Diego. It 
had a “fairly common design” for the era, 
Fish said, with steel construction and a 
“classic” stepped wheelhouse.

The boat was set up for California’s 
milder conditions. Installing hatch cov-
ers that didn’t leak was the first in a series  
of modifications.

A new mast and booms with winches 
were also added, along with a bait shed for 
longlining halibut and black cod. The ves-
sel had “zero electronics we could use,” Fish 
said, and all of it was replaced. 

One of its radars was rebuilt and another 
was bought new, along with a $1,000 com-
pass. Other equipment, including a longline  
hauler, was transferred from a previous 
boat.

Even the bunks had to be revamped for 
Alaska, as they lacked sea rails.

“Whatever we didn’t replace, we had to 
rebuild,” Fish said.

For 20 years, a 365-horsepower Cummins 
engine served as a reliable main, but when 
Fish recently considered rebuilding or 
replacing it, he opted for a more efficient 
engine. The 450-horsepower John Deere he 
now uses is “more efficient for this opera-
tion,” he said, and gets about the same 
cruise speed of 8 knots.

The Kariel has a hold capacity of about 
120,000 pounds, and each of its two  
chillers has an 18-ton capacity. The vessel 
is a leap from Fish’s first boat, which was  
30 feet long with a plywood hull and  
gasoline engine.

Independent lifestyle: Commercial fish-
ing offered a way of life that Fish could 
relate to.

“I liked it because I liked being outside, 
I liked working with tools, and I like being 
on my own schedule,” he said. “I liked the  
independence and having to rely on your 
own drive to get by.”

The early phase of Fish’s career was a 
learning curve.

“I caught my first halibut on my own, and 
I’ve made lots of mistakes over the years,”  
he said. 

Halibut and black cod were Fish’s best 
options when he first started because salm-
on had shifted into a limited entry fishery. 
After a few years of struggling, fishing 
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steve Fish, right, dresses halibut, with son-in-law Adam Hackett at the roller.

began to pay off but, Fish said, the early 
1980s were “starvation years.”

He hadn’t yet mastered catching black 
cod, and Japanese companies were using 
their own longline vessels to supply lucra-
tive Asian markets. But by the mid-1980s, 
the Japanese vessels were excluded from 
the Gulf of Alaska and the export market 
expanded, Fish said.

Halibut fishing was also paying well but 
was limited to hectic, derby-style seasons 
that lasted for all of one or two days.

Fish recalled a two-day season opener in 
September 1994 that coincided with a sav-
age storm whose winds kicked up 25- to 
30-foot swells. By the time the two-day sea-
son ended, two boats had sunk.

‘Cadillac’ catch: Since then, a quota 
system has made fishing “much more civi-
lized,” Fish said. And the market for black 
cod has advanced.

“It wasn’t recognized as the Cadillac fish 
it is today,” he said, with China and “white 
tablecloth restaurants” in the United States 
driving up prices.

Management of halibut fishing is  
contentious, and Fish is one of many  
skippers who believe there’s too much focus 
on smaller vessels and not enough on the 
trawl boats with high bycatch.

Continued on page 26
the F/V Kariel is homeported at sitka, one of Alaska’s 
foremost commercial fishing towns.
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F/V Kariel at a glance
Owners: Steve Fish and Kari Johnson

Vessel type: halibut and black cod longliner

Length and beam: 66 feet by 19 feet

Hull type: Steel

Engine: 450-horsepower John Deere

Year built: 1980

Builder: Lakeside Delta Marine Inc.

Homeport: Sitka

the F/V Kariel is a 66-foot steel longliner built in 
southern California. 
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“It’s not a well-made system – it’s 
extremely inefficient and cumbersome, and 
it’s not responsive to the needs of fishermen 
or scientists,” Fish said. “And they’ve got a 
long way to go to make it cost-efficient and 
functional for fishery management.”

Fish’s vessel carried observers under 
a mandatory 30 percent coverage sys-
tem for 22 years and under a lottery-style  
system for the last two years. Lobbying for  
electronic monitoring or video camera  
systems is intensifying, and Fish is part of 
the effort. 

He emphasized the importance of  
participating in commercial fishing associa-
tions, and he’s a member of several of them. 
One of the main groups he belongs to is the 
Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association. 
He is also a member of the Petersburg Vessel 
Owners Association, the Southeast Alaska 
Fishermen’s Alliance, the United Fisher-
men of Alaska, the Seattle-based Fishing  
Vessel Owners’ Association, and the  
Halibut Coalition.

“I think it’s vitally important for fisher-
men to support their organizations,” he said. 
“You’ve got to have representation.”

‘Keep your head down and work’: Fish 
does most of his halibut and cod longlining 
in the spring, working areas between Sitka 
and Kodiak.

“I like it – it’s kind of a keep your head 
down and work until you can’t hold your 
head up anymore way of fishing,” he said.

Relief skipper Steve Hanson runs the boat 
for salmon tendering in the summer. In the 
fall, Fish longlines for halibut and black  
cod with his older daughter, Lexi, and his 
son-in-law, Adam Hackett.

But most of his work is done with a crew 

Continued on page 46

wElCoME ABoArd F/V Kariel 
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dECk TECH by LANGE SOLBERG

Don’t just pick your fish – slide (or cushion) them

A salmon slide offers numerous benefits. As one skipper put it, “it’s like having 
another crew member on board.”

Are you old enough to remember fish pughs? Mesh brailers? 
Dry scows? Were you there when the first tenders, seiners, and  
gillnetters began installing refrigerated seawater systems? If not, 
perhaps the terms “chiller” and “brailer bag” have been taken for 
granted, and careful handling on board has always been something 
you’ve practiced with pride.

Regardless of your tenure, two terms are still wiggling their way 
into mainstream dock talk for gillnetters: “salmon slide” and “deck 
mat.” Some have an incentive: Your processor is compensating for 
using one of these two methods to carefully handle fish on board. 
But for the rest of us, it’s 
time to get educated. What 
are salmon slides and 
deck mats? How are they 
being used, and why are 
they effective? Which one 
should I consider using on 
my boat?

Slides and mats are tools 
to help solve three issues: 
one, improve quality and 
mitigate bruising, gaping, 
and other effects of fish 
falling on hard decks and 
getting damaged on the 
way to the fish hold; two, 
get fish forward; and three, 
enhance overall back-deck 
efficiency. Salmon slides 
tackle and largely solve all 
three points, while deck 
mats really only address 
the first (which is probably the most important, anyway).

How it works: A salmon slide is a tightly stretched piece of 
downward-sloping rubberized vinyl, about 40 inches wide, 
attached to an aluminum bar on one end (stern roller end) and 
a half-round fish catch on the other (drum end). On each end of 
the mounted catch fits one 8-inch, 45-degree PVC elbow, which 
can be pointed in any direction you want the fish to exit the catch. 
Some skippers even attach lay-flat hose or rubber tubing to the 
PVC elbows so that fish are guaranteed to make it all the way into 
whichever holds are being used. The slide is highly customizable 
– flush deck or non-flush deck, narrow or wide drum. It can be 
integrated. Your most important considerations involve the heights 
of and distances between your stern roller and drum.

The slide has numerous benefits. It’s as simple as “pick a fish, let 
it go.” The slide transports that fish from your hands forward to 
your holds almost seamlessly. It is therefore extremely useful with 
all fishing styles and in any conditions, especially on big days. It 
also naturally hoists the leadline farther off the deck, which makes 
for less bending over while picking. Furthermore, if the starboard 
hold is too full and you want to direct fish to one side, insert an 

A-0 buoy (or anything else that fits) into one 
of the exit holes on the catcher, and your fish 
is now only headed to one side. Finally, it can 
be left in place while setting the gear, which is 
an important factor in its overall integration. 
To sum it up, one skipper even told me, “It’s like having another 
crew member on board.”

Quality is paramount: I’ve also been asked if the slide is “in the 
way” on deck. If you want to walk unobstructed across the back 
deck or get the slide out of the way for any other reason, it unhooks 

and stows literally in sec-
onds (the slide is attached 
via a simple locking tab/
slot method). Otherwise, 
it’s not too difficult to sim-
ply step over on the low 
end, even while picking.

Over the past few years 
I have also seen more and 
more anti-fatigue mats 
being used on deck. Like 
having a slide, some pro-
cessors pay for a little cush-
ion on an otherwise hard 
aluminum or fiberglass 
deck. The mats, closed-cell 
and usually three-quar-
ters of an inch thick, lie 
between the drum and the 
back of the boat, providing 
a softer landing for a fish 
if it’s dropped after being 

picked. The mats interface easily – lay them on deck and go fish-
ing. Some extra cleanup is sometimes required, as gill plates and 
gurry can get trapped between the mat and deck. However, a fish 
hitting a mat is far superior in quality than the same fish hitting an  
aluminum deck, and the investment is minimal considering 
the return. In addition to higher fish quality, your crew will also  
be happier and less fatigued standing on a soft instead of  
hard surface.

Salmon slides address all three issues we laid out in the begin-
ning: fish quality, movement of fish forward (with little to no 
effort), and overall deck efficiency. Mats surely accomplish the first 
goal, which is paramount considering our never-ending quest to 
deliver a high-quality product. Some processors pay for these han-
dling practices, and even if they don’t, using a mat or a slide is 
definitely a “best practice” in ensuring a top-notch catch no matter 
which value-added destiny it may have.  

Lange Solberg works in commercial sales at LFS Marine Supplies in  
Bellingham and is a third-generation Bristol Bay skipper. He has also 
seined in Southeast Alaska and gillnetted in Puget Sound.
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ToUGH GIrl by AMY MAJORS

Squid fishery strikeout, a Hollywood hassle, then home

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

We hustle so  
you keep fishing

thank you for fishing with us

Out of luck: A month in SoCal came and went so quickly.  
Rightfully so, because I was beginning to loathe the smell of squid 
with a passion, along with the sound of the main engine – only 
because that meant I had to take a break from sunbathing on 
the nice, warm beach next to the dock where we tied up. It was 
a fun fishery, though, one that I hadn’t yet participated in, and  
certainly another adventure that I would never forget. If the  
Southeast Alaska salmon forecast weren’t so large for the coming 
summer, I would highly consider giving the squid fishery another 
try. But it is. The salmon prices are good too, so what is a girl to 
do? That’s fishing. You never know when or how much you will be  
compensated for all the effort and time that you put into your 
work. It’s a lifelong dedication to the industry that drives us to  
succeed in ways that we never think possible at the time. But 
for our families, it’s a lifelong wait for us to come back from the 
sea. Get caught with the commercial fishing bug and they will be  
waiting awhile.

It was the beginning of October, and most of the quota for the 
2014 squid fishery had been caught. Out of luck and out of time, 
I was destined to become a part of the quota – by that I mean the 
quota of deckhands who walk the docks looking for work, never to 
get what they came here for. A dime a dozen, especially for a girl 
who’s well-known for telling it how it is in her docudramas via 
an international publication. So, I did what any other deckhand 
would do in a time of crisis and dock-walk exhaustion – buy a plane 
ticket and fly home. But first … I wanted to check out the nightlife  
in Hollywood.

Rocking Hollywood: I had but one wish ever since I became  
familiar with the “God of Rock,” and that was to visit the Whisky a 

Go Go bar in Hollywood.
I’m flying solo, dressed to the nines, perfect 

hair and makeup, rocking the hell out of a 
little black dress – the first dress I’ve worn in 
a year. Plus, I’m nearby. Why not? A hundred-
dollar bill to the taxi cab driver and I’m staring at some of the most  
influential artists in the business who I’ve come to adore: Janis Joplin, 
Jimi Hendrix and, of course the “God” himself, Jim Morrison.

Looking at the history on those walls gave me goose bumps. So 
much so, I began to demand that random people take pictures of 
me standing next to some of the photographs. I’ve never pissed off 
a couple of bouncers so much in my life! Ten minutes of that and  
they were escorting me out of the building as I exclaimed, “I’m a 
commercial fisherman from Alaska, and this is on my bucket list,  
you stupid @#$%^!”

They didn’t believe me. Go figure.
“Wait! I meant to say that I’m a tax attorney … er, a bank-

er?! What’s the problem? I’m not dressed scandalous enough in  
comparison to all the slutty-looking girls who think looking like a 
two-dollar hooker is the norm?!”

They tilted their heads to the side in disbelief. After I let my foul 
mouth run, they could give a shit what I was.

“Hmmm, if I were a TV star, this bullshit wouldn’t happen,” I 
thought to myself while re-adjusting my extremely uncomfortable 
attire and jumping into the waiting cab.

On to Missoula: Bouncers and being 86ed from the Whiskey aside, 
it was a memorable experience that will be permanently etched into 
my psyche. I fulfilled a lifelong dream, but there I was – nearly broke, 
no job, and no clue what to do with my life. The only certainty was 
that I knew I’d be on a boat fishing again soon, and also that I wanted 
to visit my sister in Missoula, Montana.

There was nothing in Ketchikan for me, so I packed up my  
Grundéns sea bag, with my dog in tow, and left just as soon as I 
returned from California.

It was great to be back in my old stomping grounds after spend-
ing years working on the back deck of a commercial fishing boat in 
Alaska. My sister, Molly, and I had a blast, and my dog, Hoonah, 
and I were able to go on several hikes during the eight days I 
spent there. Sis and I even went to a Blitzen Trapper concert in  
downtown Missoula one night.

Reflecting on failure: The trip to Montana was just what I 
needed after being shot down for squid in SoCal. At least I tried. 
In the beginning, I was fairly sure that all my efforts and connec-
tions in the industry would provide a job, but I was dead wrong. 
You can never know what will happen in life, especially in the  
commercial fishing industry. Traveling to Ventura Harbor without 
a secure deckhand position was not my finest hour, but I knew that 
success is a direct result of all the effort put forth into something you 
believe in. Embarrassed and extremely disappointed, I had no choice 
but to jump on a plane bound for Ketchikan, Alaska. Back to reality, 
here we come! @#$%^ my life.

What I did in Bristol Bay was something to be proud of, I kept 
telling myself. I went north to the unknown, rocked it, and loved 
every second! Who knows what the next fishery will be. Plans  
frequently change, but Norway is the current plan. Hell, I could go 
virtually anywhere in the world and jump on a boat. It’s a lonely 
and confusing feeling at times to know that you live out of your  
Grundéns sea bag year-round, but I’m on the ocean. Time to get 
ready for the 2014 Fish Expo and out of this rain gear for a bit.  
Amy Majors writes monthly for Pacific Fishing. Trident Seafoods Corp. 
sponsors this column.
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by MICHEL DROUINBrITISH ColUMBIA
Lifeboat damaged; salmon-hungry seals to be tracked

Lifeboat rescue: The Steveston Lifeboat, a vessel that has made 
861 rescues over its career including 21 during last summer’s  
Fraser River sockeye salmon fishery, had to be evacuated after it 
was holed by a submerged piling during a Dec. 11 training exercise.

The boat had departed the Steveston harbor on the Fraser River 
in Richmond, British Columbia, to conduct radar training.

“As we headed out, I handed the watch over to one of our 
other captains, a master mariner, because I wanted to concen-
trate on training,” said vessel commander John Horton. “We were 
going to go over and anchor where we could see better, but as we 
were heading out he said, ‘I’ll just cruise up and down right off  
Steveston.’ So I said, ‘Then go to the red buoy and turn upriver.’”

The vessel struck normally visible pilings and a rock wall  
that were covered by an 
exceptionally high tide.

“The fellow on the wheel 
got disoriented for a few 
seconds and ran over the 
jetty,” Horton said.

As soon as the bow of the 
vessel struck, the bottom 
was punctured by a piling, 
and the vessel started  
filling with water and heel-
ing over.

The vessel’s rigid-hull 
inflatable was launched and 
some crew members trans-
ferred to the Fraser Life-
boat, which arrived within 
seven minutes. Other rescue  
vessels also responded and provided assistance.

Horton said damage to the vessel is extensive, requiring roughly 
$200,000 in repairs. Insurance will cover some of the repair bill, 
but he hopes the rest can be raised by donations to the Canadian  
Lifeboat Institution.

Steveston Lifeboat was built in 1944 in Pearl Harbor for the U.S. 
Navy. Since coming into service in 1988 in British Columbia, it has 
participated in rescues and assistance missions in the Fraser River, 
in the Gulf of Georgia, and in U.S. waters in Washington state and 
Alaska, with special service to the U.S. and Canadian commercial 
fishing fleets.

      
Seal beanies: You can only imagine what the other seals think.
In an effort to calculate the number of salmon that harbor seals 

consume, a University of British Columbia doctoral student has 
devised a method where seals wear electronic counters atop their 
heads to tally the number of tagged salmon smolts they eat.

The student, Austen Thomas, plans to glue radio frequency  
identification (RFID) devices on the heads of 20 seals this spring in 
the Gulf of Georgia.

At the same time, fish hatcheries will put internal passive  
integrated transponder (PIT) tags into 40,000 coho smolts just 
before they are released from the Qualicum River hatchery on  
Vancouver Island.

It’s all part of the Salish Sea Marine Survival Project to determine 
what is happening to Chinook, coho, and steelhead, Thomas said.

“There is poor marine survival in the juvenile life stages of those 
species,” he said. “So the question is, what is driving that mortality 

and what can we do about it?”
The harbor seal population has grown 

at the same time that the salmonids have 
declined, Thomas said. But rather than 
assume a correlation between the increase 
in seal populations and salmonid decline, the actual amount of  
predation must be determined.

Traditional methods such as scat studies have been used, but 
the PIT tag study will be the first time that actual numbers of fish 
consumed by seals can be determined without having to directly 
observe seals eating them.

Whenever a seal consumes a juvenile salmon carrying a PIT  
tag, the scanner on the seal’s head will log the tag’s unique  

identification number.
“I get that information 

transmitted through a  
satellite,” Thomas said. 
“The scanner will be col-
lecting the information and  
tallying the number of 
smolts seals eat.”

The head-mounted scan-
ners will drop off when the 
seals molt in the fall.

A second electronic 
device mounted on the 
backs of seals will provide 
GPS information.

“The really neat thing is 
that we can reconstruct the 
animal’s path using the GPS 

data and determine when and where these individual predation 
events occur,” Thomas said.

“The timing and location of seal predation on juvenile salmon 
is important for designing a mitigation strategy if we determine it 
is necessary,” he said. “We may decide that the best way to reduce 
predation pressure is to create better places for juvenile fish to  
hide from predators by restoring estuaries and eelgrass beds,  
for example.”

      
New Fish SAFE money: British Columbia’s Fish SAFE program 

received a financial boost Jan. 20 with a federal government grant 
of $262,000 to continue its work to improve safety on commercial 
fishing vessels.

The money is coming from the Fisheries and Oceans Can-
ada Pacific Integrated Commercial Fisheries Initiative, which 
helps First Nations to become more involved in the commercial  
fishing industry.

Since 2004, Fish SAFE has provided safety courses across  
the fishing industry in navigation, vessel stability, and emergency 
preparedness.

The new money will be a big help for Fish SAFE in bringing 
courses to numerous outlying First Nations communities along 
the coast and in the interior where commercial fisheries have been 
expanding, said program manager Gina McKay.

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry 
since 1990.

salmon-counting devices will be mounted on the heads of 20 seals.
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MId-CoAST rEporT by KATIE WILSON

Could ‘the blob’ negatively impact salmon survival?
Salmon forecast: NOAA Fisheries is forecasting that 2015 could 

prove to be a “relatively poor year” for salmon survival.
Though El Niño conditions were considered neutral in 2014, sea 

surface temperatures were warmer than usual. A moving mass of 
warm water that researchers referred to repeatedly as “the blob” –
so named, apparently, by Nick Bond, Washington’s state climatolo-
gist – expanded during the summer, and unusually warm waters 
were recorded even in the Bering Sea. The blob was both wide and 
thick, with warm water found to depths of 100 meters on survey 
cruises in early spring and mid-summer.

Researchers and fisheries managers say good ocean conditions 
have kept salmon strong in the ocean in recent years, but juveniles 
entering the ocean last year “encountered below average ocean 
conditions off Oregon and Washington,” according to NOAA. This, 
they predict, will likely mean below average returns of adult coho 
salmon this year and of Chinook salmon next year.

Counts of spring Chinook at Bonneville Dam in 2014 were 
average compared to returns over the past 17 years, ringing in at 
around 188,078 fish, matching closely a prediction of 190,000 by 
NOAA. The fall return of Chinook, however, was a different story, 
with an exceedingly high count at Bonneville: 854,478 fish total.

NOAA researchers tasked with examining the various  
indicators used to predict the outlook for salmon seasons year to 
year said that they are considering changing how they use these 
indicators. In the future, they might look at indicators “that are best 
correlated with returns of various salmon species and life history 

types, rather than assuming that all indicators 
are equally applicable for all species and life 
history types.”

      
New WDFW director: Commercial fisher-

men, anglers, and conservationists alike are cautiously optimis-
tic that a change in leadership at the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife will ensure their voices are better heard. WDFW 
has come under fire both internally and externally over the years, 
with some critics saying it has not been in tune with the needs of  
the fisheries.

Jim Unsworth, who will replace Phil Anderson as the new head 
of WDFW, was most recently the deputy director of the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game. He was hired in January after 
the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission interviewed eight  
candidates, ultimately narrowing the field to four finalists.

Unsworth will oversee a department with more than 1,600 
employees and a biennial operating budget of $376 million. An 
avid hunter and fisherman, he worked for more than 30 years with 
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game and holds degrees in fish 
and wildlife management.

      
Sea lion woes: At the end of January the port of Astoria and 

commercial fishermen who tie up at the port’s East Mooring Basin 
were once again dealing with sea lion problems.

The basin has long played reluctant host to thousands of sea 
lions passing up and down the river. In January, the sea lions were 
following a run of smelt, but last fall, NOAA Fisheries published 
preliminary data saying 45 percent – or approximately 99,000 – 
adult Chinook salmon entering the mouth of the Columbia River 
last spring went missing between river mile 28 and Bonneville 
Dam. Sea lions and seals congregating at the estuary were likely to 
blame, NOAA determined.

Commercial fishermen, rarely ever fans of the pinnipeds, said 
it seemed like there was even more animal activity last year than 
usual. Some researchers have theorized that the large runs of salm-
on in recent years have lured more sea lions and seals to the area.

Astoria sees thousands of California sea lions and Steller sea 
lions each year – so many, in fact, that the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife has used the area as a staging ground to capture, 
brand, and tag the animals.

Many of the sea lions are seasonal visitors, but each visit has the 
chance to cause havoc in the basin. The port has tried numerous 
tactics to keep the sea lions away from port property and to make 
sure fishermen are able to safely access their boats – everything 
from laying down matting with a low electrical current coursing 
through it to galvanized pipes placed a foot and half high along 
the docks. Wildlife activists have objected to some of these tactics.

Some of the approaches have worked, according to recent  
reporting by The Daily Astorian, but port commissioners and 
employees hope that a better solution can be found. As Director 
Jim Knight said, the port can protect itself, but it’s just pushing the 
problem off to someone else.

The sea lions don’t appear to be going anywhere anytime soon.

Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook Observer in Long  
Beach, Washington.
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SoUTHErN ClIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

A game-changer for Northern California water

 

907.276.2007     www.cfabalaska.com      800.544.2228 

Financing Alaskan FamiliesFinancing Alaskan Families Financing Alaskan Families
Alaska Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank  

Financing Alaska’s Fishing  
Industry 

 Terms to 20 Years 

 Permits, IFQ’s, LLP’s 

 Vessels 

 Gear and Equipment 

 Shore based facilities 

 Flexible Terms 

 Low Rates 

In black and white: In California, “paper water” is a term that’s 
been used to describe contractually obligated but unrealistic water 
allotments from impacted river systems.

After water from the Trinity Reservoir in the northern part of 
the state is diverted southward, there’s a share of paper water for 
local use. But a legal declaration from the U.S. Department of the  
Interior has made it clear that what’s on paper is indeed what has to 
be delivered.

For Chinook salmon and those who make their living and draw 
their sustenance from fisheries, it’s a historic turnabout.

The department’s legal opinion assesses water releases from the 
Trinity Reservoir into the Trinity River. The Trinity Dam also diverts 
water to the state’s Central Valley Project, sending it to farms and 
millions of urban users in the central and southern parts of the state.

Trinity Reservoir water is sent into the lower Klamath River basin 
in Humboldt County in far lesser amounts, under emergency orders.

Following the infamous Chinook salmon die-off of 2002, congress-
men, county officials, tribes, and fishing groups have brandished a 
1959 water rights contract and demanded the annual 50,000 acre-feet 
of water it guarantees to Humboldt.

Until now, the feds have deemed that emergency releases  
warding off fish kills have met the contract’s conditions. The change 
of mind came after the mighty Westlands Water District challenged 
last summer’s emergency releases and got an injunction that briefly 
held them off.

A judge lifted the injunction and compelled the feds to clarify 
how emergency releases will be dealt with in the future. Interior’s  
internal opinion emerged, and now it’s part of the department’s 
water allotment policy.

From now on, the allotment in the contract will be considered 
separate from what’s required to prevent fish kills.

Dave Bitts, a Eureka-based fisherman and the president of the 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, said Humboldt 
County will be able to use the water for whatever it wants, with one 
seemingly obvious choice being fisheries support.

“If it benefits salmon, it benefits Humboldt County,” he said. 
“Believe it or not, we have as many serious salmon fishermen  
working out of this port as any other in the state.”

As celebratory as the turnabout seems, Bitts called for perspective.
“Last year, 500,000 to 700,000 acre-feet of Trinity water went over 

the hill in a way-below-par precipitation year,” he said.
It’s also worth noting that Interior’s legal opinion hasn’t been con-

firmed by a court. But if past history of legal actions by huge water 
districts like Westlands is any indication, it will get its chance to be.

      
Crab landings unquantified: Usually at this time of year, the 

state’s landings data for the crucial first month of the Dungeness 
crab season are trotted out in this column. Not this year.

The state’s number crunchers have been diverted to another task 
– poring over charter boat logs to update the data in that sector of 
the fishing industry.

So we’ll have to wait for hard and fast data on December and 
January landings.

As of late January, the season seemed all but dead. Many  
fishermen had pulled their traps, and those who didn’t were  
thinking about it.

The season began on Nov. 15 in the state’s central region, where 
an initial boom quickly fizzled into spotty crabbing. The northern 
region’s season began on Dec. 1 with hauls that were lackluster and 

stayed that way.
When the numbers are released, they’ll  

probably be a somewhat downscaled ver-
sion of last season’s, when the central region  
delivered a solid 10.4 million pounds of crab 
and the northern region came in with about 6.6 million pounds.

      
Crab management advice: As directed by legislation, the state’s 

Dungeness Crab Task Force reviewed conditions of the fishery and 
released a report outlining its recommendations in mid-January.

With a full season of trap limits having run its course for the first 
time last year, the task force declared that the new program is “an 
important step in managing the amount of gear in the water.”

The caveat is that there’s still room for evaluating the trap  
limit program’s “challenges and loopholes,” particularly regarding  
issuance of replacement tags.

In other recommendations, a majority of the task force’s members 
oppose “permit stacking,” which has been proposed as a way to 
increase individual trap allotments.

There’s support for changing regulations to expand the number 
of traps fishermen can transport to Oregon and Washington. But 
the task force opposes giving the director of the Department of Fish  
and Wildlife more authority to collaborate with those states on  
management issues.

Some matters were held off for future decision-making. Among 
them was devising funding for the California Lost Fishing Gear 
Recovery Project, which enlists skippers to pull derelict traps that 

Continued on page 46
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fISH fACTor by LAINE WELCH

Marketing campaign aims to keep Alaska sockeye moving
Sockeye marketing: Alaska seafood marketers are ramping 

up promotions and bankrolling a $1 million global media blitz to 
counteract a tough sockeye salmon market. 

Sockeyes are by far the most valuable salmon catch, often worth 
two-thirds of the value of Alaska’s entire salmon fishery. But  
last summer’s unexpected surge of reds left lots of inventory in 
freezers, and record U.S. imports of competing farmed salmon 
from Chile and Norway – combined with the prospect of another 
big run at Bristol Bay – make for a sockeye sales squeeze.  

Alaska’s approach will be patterned after the $1 million canned 
pink salmon campaign when the record catch in 2013 plugged that 
market, said Tyson Fick, communications director for the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI).

“We’re targeting in particular the U.K., Japan, and Canada with 
canned sockeye,” he said.

Domestically, retailers with 6,000 to 7,000 individual stores will 
run sockeye promotions through the spring, and a joint promotion 
with Washington state winery Chateau Ste. Michelle will reach 
another 10,000 or so stores, Fick said.

“And then in food service we’re working through Sysco with 
a Lenten promotion that will run from February through April,  
specific to frozen sockeyes,” he said.

The campaign also will advertise in overseas media, and as with 
pink salmon, work directly with retailers and distributors to move 
product and “move the needle on awareness.”

“We look to take advantage of some of the larger food trends – 
knowing where your food comes from, local seafood, clean waters, 

things like that,” Fick said.
It’s a good strategy, but he admits there 

are many factors over which the industry has 
no control, such as currency exchanges and 
international global politics.

“But the whole idea of this marketing operation is to buffer  
that and to at all times have a preference for Alaska out there,”  
Fick said.

Referring to the pink campaign that has kept sales steady, 
he added: “All of the data coming back indicates it’s working  
pretty well.”

      
Iceland’s example: Iceland is a top fishing nation, and it leads 

the world in turning fish parts into high-value marine products. 
State and industry representatives visited recently to learn more 
about how Iceland does it.

“The purpose was to increase our knowledge about the new  
full-utilization technologies that Iceland companies are using to 
produce a variety of high-value marine goods. It’s what they’re 
known for,” said Matt Catterson, an economist with the Alaska 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Develop-
ment, which organized the trade mission. Also participating were 
the Iceland Ocean Cluster, Juneau Economic Development Council, 
and ASMI.

The two countries share similar challenges in developing  
high-value products from fish parts, Catterson said, but Iceland has 
some clear advantages.

“Iceland is a unique place in a lot of ways. They have really 
abundant and inexpensive energy from all their geothermal 
resources. They also have great logistic connections within their 
country and to the European market,” he said.

One thing that really stood out was Iceland’s “collaborative  
culture,” especially with biotech companies and academia.

“It’s a model that doesn’t really exist in Alaska yet, where  
smaller biotech companies that are associated with the  
university in Iceland have partnered with some of the larger seafood  
companies to produce these high-value marine products from fish 
wastes,” Catterson said. “They include a variety of pharmaceutical 
and cosmetic products, as well as basic marine ingredients like  
collagen or … enzymes that have really valuable commercial  
applications worldwide.”

Nine Alaska seafood companies are currently producing fish oils 
and meals, which is nothing new, and the volume and value has 
ticked upwards steadily in recent years. The value of 25 million 
pounds of fish oils produced in 2013, for example, was $15 million, 
a $3 million increase since 2010.

Many large and small companies are creating products from fish 
parts, such as Trident’s oil supplements and pet treats. At Dutch 
Harbor, Bering Select recently began producing omega-3 products 
from cod, and the Alyeska plant has started to produce collagen.

“The global trend is utilizing all of the resources,” Catterson said. 
“There isn’t necessarily going to be more fish available to catch and 
process, so increasing the value of what you catch and process is 
how the industry will grow in Alaska. And this is not news to any 
of the seafood companies operating here.”

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces  
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.
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by WESLEY LOYAlASkA NoTEBook
Big Copper River catch expected; more disaster aid coming
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Copper River forecast: State biologists project a strong catch of 
2.24 million sockeye salmon this year at the famed Copper River. 
That would surpass the nearly 2.1 million taken in the 2014 season.

The forecast also calls for a modest catch of 6,000 Chinook  
salmon.

Copper River catches typically pay handsome prices, as the  
fishery is Alaska’s first major gillnet salmon harvest of the year. 
The season opens in mid-May.

Cordova is the hub port for the Copper River fishery, which 
draws some 500 drift gillnet boats.

      
Disaster relief: The federal government has approved a pay-

out of nearly $13 million in disaster relief in connection with poor  
Chinook salmon returns in 2012.

This will be the second and final outlay of aid money. An initial 
installment of $7.8 million went out last year as direct payments to 
commercial fishermen in the Cook Inlet and Yukon-Kuskokwim 
regions.

The National Marine Fisheries Service announced the second 
payout would be distributed as follows:

• $7.5 million for research, restoration, education, gear  
replacement and modification, and outreach. Of this sum, $6.4 
million is for the Yukon-Kuskokwim region and $1.1 million is  
for Cook Inlet.

• $4.5 million in direct payments to the recreational fishing  
sector, including sportfish guides.

• $700,000 in direct payments to commercial buying stations and 
salmon buyers in the Cook Inlet area.

The Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, based in  
Portland, Oregon, will administer the aid distribution, NMFS said.

      
New industry fees: NMFS is proposing to collect “cost recovery 

fees” from major sectors of the Alaska fishing industry.
The fees would cover the Bering Sea pollock fleet; the Amend-

ment 80 fleet targeting sole and other groundfish; Community 
Development Quota groups; and the Aleut Corp., which holds 
rights to Aleutian Islands pollock.

NMFS is proposing to assess fees of up to 3 percent of the  
ex-vessel value of catches as a means to recover costs of  
management, data collection, and enforcement associated with  
the affected sectors.

The proposed fees were described in a lengthy notice published 
Jan. 7 in the Federal Register.

The notice indicated that the fees likely would be well under 
3 percent. But collections would be substantial at more than $3  
million a year.

The fees would be due by Dec. 31 of the calendar year in which 
landings are made.

The government already imposes cost recovery fees on certain 
Alaska fisheries operating with catch shares, such as halibut, sable-
fish, and Bering Sea crab.

      
Shrimp decline: A premium Alaska seafood product is spot 

shrimp, a jumbo prawn caught predominantly in Southeast Alaska 
using pot gear.

The fishery has a long and dynamic history 
and now seems to be entering a tough stretch.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
in a December management report, said 
“there is evidence that the majority of shrimp 
management areas are moderately and steadily declining.”

The department has responded with reduced catch limits and 
area closures.

During the early 2000s, the harvest routinely exceeded 1 mil-
lion pounds of shrimp. Harvests have declined since to 560,834 
pounds in the 2013-14 season. Spot shrimp made up the bulk of the  
harvest, with a few coonstripe shrimp mixed in. The shrimp paid 
an average of $3.79 per pound ex-vessel, with the overall fishery 
value topping $2.1 million.

After a spike in fishing effort, the state implemented limited 
entry for the fishery in 1998. A total of 108 permit holders made 
landings in the 2013-14 season, with 158 permits remaining latent.

Following limited entry, many shrimpers began chasing the 
lucrative Japanese market for sorted, boxed, whole shrimp  
frozen at sea. This market collapsed in 2008, leading to an increase 
in tailed product for the domestic market, the Fish and Game  
management report said.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.
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lETTEr froM UNAlASkA by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

Some Bering Sea catcher boats put cod ahead of pollock
Mucking through for P-cod: Good things come to those who 

wait, according to the Bering Sea pollock fleet. For the second  
winter in a row, catcher vessels were slow to start fishing their  
allocations once A season began. The crew of the F/V Seadawn 
arrived in Unalaska on opening day and immediately began  
gearing up to fish Pacific cod.

“Pollock is always there,” said deckhand Ron Mitchell. “We’ve 
got to make sure we get our cod so it doesn’t close down before we 
get it all caught.”

Several “combo” vessels in 
the United Catcher Boats group 
made a similar choice – cod 
over pollock.

But as UCB Executive Direc-
tor Brent Paine told the North  
Pacific Fishery Management 
Council during its February 
meeting in Seattle, it was rough 
going. There wasn’t a lot of 
cod to be found near Unimak 
Pass, and the grounds were 
heavy with halibut, a prohibited  
species.

“The Akutan and Dutch Har-
bor cod boats stood down for 
four to five days voluntarily,” 
Paine said.

Some vessels decided to 
switch to pollock early, but oth-
ers stood all the way down – 
taking a break from fishing to 
watch the Super Bowl on Feb. 1.

      
Halibut under the micro-

scope: The North Pacific coun-
cil had some special guests at its 
Seattle meeting.

The International Pacific 
Halibut Commission dropped in for a day-long conference on  
managing bycatch in the Bering Sea fleets.

A lot of the discussion centered on ways to account for juvenile 
migration and mortality and how that information factors into 
stock assessments. But the panels – which rarely meet jointly – also 
took a look at reductions to the bycatch limit.

NPFMC staff presented a range of caps that are 10 to 35 percent 
lower than the current ceiling of 4,575 metric tons. As of press time, 
the council hadn’t taken any action on those proposals. A final 
bycatch plan isn’t expected to come out until June.

      
Shell game back on? Oil giant Shell is planning to invest 

at least $1 billion over the next year to keep its Arctic drilling  
ambitions alive. Company executives told investors and journalists 
that the money will be used to keep a fleet of ice-ready vessels on 
hand for exploration this summer. To make room in the budget, 
Shell is cutting back on $4 billion worth of risky investment proj-
ects.

Shell has the permits in place and is operationally ready, said 
CEO Ben van Beurden. The company, he said, is aiming to drill this 
year in the Chukchi.

Other oil companies have stepped away 
from the Arctic with the drop in oil prices. 
But Shell already has sunk $6 billion into its  
program since 2008 and endured a black eye 
for errors made during its last expedition 
– including the grounding of one of its rigs near Kodiak and the 
near-grounding of another in Unalaska in 2012.

Shell will still need to resolve a long-running court challenge to 

its leases before it can send its rigs back to the Chukchi Sea.
      

Directing Arctic traffic: If warming trends continue and ice 
keeps melting, Shell could have company up north. The U.S. 
Coast Guard thinks that more cargo ships are going to start sailing 
through the Chukchi Sea.

Before that happens, the Coast Guard is trying to set up  
traffic lanes. The routes that are now up for public comment are 
four miles wide and purposely designed to avoid delicate habitat 
and fishing grounds.

As it stands, the Coast Guard doesn’t have the authority to force 
vessels to use its proposed marine highway. But even if it did, it’s 
not clear how many would need it. Traffic through the Northern 
Sea Route – which stretches over Russia to the Bering Strait – 
dropped by more than 40 percent last year. Policy analysts at the 
Arctic Institute say it may not bounce back if China goes ahead 
with plans to build a “silk road” of railways and pipelines over 
land. It would connect ports along the Pacific Ocean to the Baltic 
Sea, with no sea ice in sight.

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB in Unalaska.

the F/V seadawn at the unisea dock in unalaska. lauren rosenthal photo
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Vessel Data Recorder
Want a complete record of your vessel’s 
position, how fast it was going, how much 
fuel was being consumed, or the tank  
levels and temperatures? 

With Maretron’s Vessel Data Recorder (VDR100), all of this 
information plus much more is automatically stored on a USB 
thumb drive so you have a complete record of everything that 
happens aboard your vessel. And this includes free software 
for simple analysis of the recorded data. 

To learn more or if you would like to speak to someone 
about any questions you may have:

www.maretron.com/products/vdr100.php
866-550-9100  •  Phoenix, AZ

Sat-Fi™: the World's Most Powerful  
Satellite Hotspot
With Sat-Fi, globalstar customers can 
use their existing Wi-Fi enabled devices 
to send and receive calls, email and 

SMS text messages
 
 over the newest, most modern satellite 

network. Whether on land or at sea, up to eight Sat-Fi users 
will be able to maintain reliable connectivity when beyond 
cellular with one Sat-Fi device. Experience the industry’s  
best voice quality and the fastest data speeds, all at an  
affordable price.

For more information including pricing and coverage 
maps, please visit:

www.globalstar.com/PFSat-Fi
985-335-1567  •  Covington, LA

What’s New “What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.  
Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.

AMsOIL InC.
AMSOIL Outboard Synthetic Oil
AMSOIL Outboard 100:1 Pre-Mix Synthetic 2-Stroke 
Oil has been specially formulated for outboard 
motors. The product has excellent lubricity and 
cleanliness properties, controls friction and helps 
prevent wear, plug fouling, ring sticking and 
exhaust port blocking. The oil lowers or eliminates 

smoke and improves throttle response, delivering outstanding 
protection and performance at lean mix ratios. 

AMSOIL Outboard Synthetic 2-Stroke Oil’s synthetic formula-
tion burns clean; smoke is virtually undetectable when mixed 
at 100:1. Users will benefit from these low-emission proper-
ties. Recommended for pre-mix two-stroke outboard motors,  
personal watercraft and jet boats where TC-W3 is specified.  

715-399-6557  •  www.amsoil.com

GLOBALsTAR

MAReTROn

nORTH AMeRICAn FIsHInG sUPPLIes InC.
Now in Seattle
Morenot Fishery AS. has been present in 
the US for many years and we felt it was 
the right time now to establish ourselves 
with our own company in Seattle. 

Our main focus will be on supplying the Long line and Trawl 
fishing fleets in the US. This will enable us to give a better 
service to our existing customers and hopefully attract new 
customers as well. The company has been operational since 
December with Jamie Eik leading the team in Seattle.

We will be offering a complete spectrum for the fishing fleet 
including: Dyrkorn Swivel Lines • Catch Fishing Hooks • Captain 
Hook Control Systems • Injector Trawl Doors • Pelagic Trawls  
• Bottom Trawls • Hardware • Crew Supplies.

www.nafscorp.com  •  info@nafscorp.com 
206-268-0175  •  Seattle WA

Now in Seattle
In 2014, Nautican opened a dedicated 
sales and engineering office in Seattle, 
WA to support growing business. 

Nautican completed several signifi-
cant projects, including eight nozzle units for a new class of 
river push boats in South America, and three ship sets of 70” 
to 90” units for Northwest fishing boat retrofits. In early 2015,  
propeller installation of the first of three Arctic Class Tugs will 
be complete, two pairs of 148” units installed on two 10,000hP 
ATBs under construction, and a set of 104” units for an ATB, 
which will join an all-Nautican propulsion systems fleet.

Learn more at www.nautican.com
206-925-3569  •  Seattle, WA

nAUTICAn

Fish Handling and  
Processing Equipment
We are leaders in supplying fish handling 
and processing equipment to the onshore, 
onboard and fish farming industry.

We play a major role in designing and producing the auto-
matic and robotic systems that have made fish processing 
easier, faster, safer, cleaner and more profitable.

Optimar has now established the first US division, located in 
Seattle. In total, the Optimar group employs over 200 people 
around the world.

For more information, please contact us at:

www.optimarstette.com  •  ff@optimarus.com
206-351-9451  •  Seattle WA 98119

OPTIMAR
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

AdvErTISErS INdEx
Alaska Air Cargo ............................................................................. 19
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SEAL CONTROL
Regulated explosive pest control

devices for commercial fishermen with  
ATF User Permit #5400

and Wildlife Control Statement.  

Questions/Brochure:  
California Seal Control Corporation

Phone: (310) 831-5516
Email: ca.sealcontrol@gmail.com

Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Juneau & Sitka: 
Late April through early May 

Ketchikan, Wrangell & Petersburg: 
Mid-June

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling expenses for  
the following dates:

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

  Need repairs?  
Get back on the  
water fast with Foss.
  Call Carl Smith  
at 206.281.4731  
or 206.953.5615  
or email at  
casmith@foss.com.

Marine Transportation Services • Harbor Services 
Engineering and Shipyard Services • Liner Barge Services

www.foss.com/shipyards

BOATBUILDING
SEINE SKIFFS
UTILITY SKIFFS
GILLNETTERS
WORK BOATS
CUSTOM BUILDS

VESSEL UPGRADES
AND REPAIRS

CONVERSIONS
TOP HOUSES

REPOWERS
BULWARKS
PPLUMBING
INTERIORS

FIBERGLASS

FABRICATION
HATCH COVERS
DECK EQUIPMENT
BOOMS
MASTS
RIGGING

BOATBUILDING
REPAIR
FABRICATION

SEATTLE, WA
206.953.7676

SNOWBOATBUILDING.COM

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $300K
PWS SEINE .......................................... $27K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $16K
KODIAK SEINE .................................WANTED
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $38K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALmoN                                                                                     
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................... $70K
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $160K 
AREA M SET ........................................ $50K
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $170K
BBAY SET......................................$98K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $300K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $215K 
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $43K
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $250K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $70K

POWER TROLL ..................................... $41K
HAND TROLL ........................................ $12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $29K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $248K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $50K 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $35K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................................N/A
SE POT SHRIMP ......................................N/A
SE RED/TANNER ...................$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE RED/TANNER ................................ $150K
SE BRN ..................................... $80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $70K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $25K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ............. $300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................WANTED
CAL TROLL/42’ .................................... $15K

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
4,000# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ $22
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

15,000# “C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ $22
9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17

25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25
9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4
ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED

ANY# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $20

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2142m – 1989 JUMBO WEGLEY, 903 CUMMINS MAIN GIVES 
10 KNOT CRUISE/15 TOPS, IMS 7.5TON RSW, ALUMINUM 
FLUSH DECK AND HATCHES, COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. VERY 
WELL MAINTAINED BY ORIGINAL OWNER. ASKING $240K.

p2102m – 55 X 18 ALUMINUM SHORE SEINER, 3408 CAT 
MAIN W/7000 HOURS, TWIN DISC 514, ISUZU 6BBI RUN-
NING HYDRAULICS, 5KW NORTHERN LITES, 18 TON IMS 
HYDRAULIC RSW, PACKS 85K IN 3 HOLDS W/GOOD CIRCU-
LATION. DUAL RADARS, COMPUTER W/NOBEL TEC, COLOR 
SOUNDER, 2 GPS, SAT PHONE, PLOTTER, WAGNER PILOT. 
ASKING $750K FOR BOAT. NET, SKIFF AND SE PERMIT 
AVAILABLE.

p2129m – 58' DELTA COMBO, BUILT IN 1982. 3408 CAT 
MAIN W/9850 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC GEAR, 50KW 
ISUZU AUX, COLD SEAS RSW. MAIN BOOM W/SLIDER AND  
VANGING. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE COMNAV 
PILOT, FURUNO RADARS, GPS, NAVNET, WESMAR SONAR, 
FURUNO SOUNDER. WELL SET UP AND MAINTAINED.  
INCLUDES 18 X 10 SEINE SKIFF W/400 HOURS. NEW 20KW 
AUX. LOADS OF OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT. REDUCED TO 
$1.1M. TRY OFFERS.

p2145m – 32 X 11' 6" FIBERGLASS LIGHT BOAT, CUMMINS 
6CTA MAIN, ZF GEAR, 40KW ISUZU. 6 - 4,000 WATT AND 2 
- 2,000 WATT SAMSUNG KN 202H LIGHTS. DUAL RADARS, 
TRACPHONE, FURUNO SOUNDER, 2 PLOTTERS, HD 800  
WESMAR SONAR, COMNAV PILOT. GREAT PACKAGE W/PERMIT. 
ASKING $495K.

p2143m – 1983 ROBERTS, CAT MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 
BOW THRUSTER, PROP CLEAN OUT. NEW LISTING. CHECK 
ONLINE FOR MORE INFO AND SURVEY. ASKING $80K, BAY 
PERMIT AVAILABLE.

p2144m – 58 X 22 STEEL COMBO, 6125 JOHN DEERE 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 4045 JOHN DEERE AUX DRIVE 
65KW AND 35/25 VICKERS PUMP, 30KW ISUZU. NEW 25 
TON TEKNOTHERM TITANIUM CHILLER. NEW EXHAUST ON 
ALL ENGINES. PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMES WITH BS 
LLP AND COD POTS, SEINE AND SKIFF. SOLID, SEAWORTHY 
PLATFORM, ASKING $1,050,000.

p2148m – AMERICAN COMMERCIAL STERNPICKER,  
TAMD60B VOLVO, TWIN DISC GEAR, FLUSH DECK, SET UP 
FOR SLUSH. SS FUEL AND WATER TANKS. NARROW FIXED 
REEL W/REXROTH DRIVE. GREAT WORK BOAT FOR ONLY 
$90K.

p2147m – GRANDY 56' SEINER, 343 CAT MAIN, 40KW ISUZU, 
18 TON IMS RSW, RADAR, SOUNDER, NOBEL TEC. ALL THE  
BASICS. JUST ADD A NET AND SKIFF. ONLY $150K.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C, B, C or D halibut IFQ 
for 30% or 25% medical transfers. I pay 
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking, easy going, 
lots of references and return clients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

foR LEASE
Secure your lease for 2014/2015 Dungeness 
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast  
Dungeness permit for lease. Permit is good up 
to 58’. (360) 268-2433.

wANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

pERmiT foR SALE
SE Alaska gill net permit. No brokers. (907)  
747-6388.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Fast, comfortable, and as fun as 
possible. Ready to fish 2c 3a  

halibut, southeast cod and west 
yak. Very competitive rates! 15 

years experience and a solid crew.  
Please call Anthoney Sine,  

(907) 738-0936

F/V FORTUNE  
looking to catch 

your IFQs:

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

Pacific Fishing Mar ‘15

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
3B-C-B:    3,650 lbs ..........asking $25.00
3B-C-B:    3,200 lbs ..........asking $25.00
4A-B-U:    3,800 lbs ..........asking $19.00
4A-B-U:    1,200 lbs ..........asking $17.00
4B-B-B:    3,800 lbs ..........asking $10.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:    75,000 lbs  .............asking $3.75
AI-C-B:      3,200 lbs  ............ asking $1.50
BS-C-B:       8,300 lbs.............make an offer
CG-B-U:       8,000 lbs.............asking $25.00
CG-C-U:     10,000 lbs.............asking $26.00
SE-C-U:                75 lbs.............asking $24.00
SE-C-B:            2,700 lbs.............asking $22.00
WG-B-U:  35,000 lbs  ............ asking $14.00
WG-C-B:         7,500 lbs.............asking $13.00
WG-C-B:         5,500 lbs.............asking $12.00
WY-C-U:     10,000 lbs.............asking $28.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission

Non-Exclusive Listing  

PL14-008   85’x20’x9.8’ steel 
charter, pleasure, or liveaboard 
vessel, built in 1962 by Fairmile.  
Very economical w/ twin Gardner 
L6B mains rated at 150 hp ea., 18 
kw and 32 kw gensets.  Bulbous 
bow and bow thruster.  Very 
comfortable with large galley w/ 
updated appliances, 2 salons, 
master suite w/ 2 heads, 2 guest 
staterooms.  Large open deck 
area.  Call for details.  Asking 
$395,000. 

SP14-008  41’x12’x6.5’ fg gillnetter 
built by Sea Horse in 1978. GM 8V71 
main with 5000 hours since rebuild. 
Twin Disc gear. Packs 15k # in (6) 
holds. Net reel, level wind, power 
roller, and boom. (2) nets. Electronics 
include GPS, VHF, computer, radar, 
sounder, and plotter. Completely 
rewired in 2014.  Asking $150,000.

TR15-001  48’x13’x8.4’ steel freezer 
troller built in 1979 by Thomas R. 
Slater. GMC 671. Northern Lights 12 
kw generator. (2) 3 spool Kolstrand 
troll gurdies and crab block. Blast 
freezer in fishhold, 12,000 lbs. 
capacity. 10’ Aquapro RBI inflatable 
with a 3 hp Yamaha outboard.  
Asking $180,000.   

CO14-012  57.8’x18.5’x8.7’ Fred 
Wahl built combination vessel built 
in 1989.  Cummins NTA 855 main 
with 3,300 rebuilt hours.  Twin Disc 
gear.  Isuzu 4BG1-B 45kw and 
Isuzu A 4JG1 25kw generators.  
IMS 18 ton RSW system.  90,000# 
capacity in two tanks.  Bait fish hold 
is outfitted with freezer unit.  (2) 
cargo booms and main boom with 
winches.  Asking $1,500,000.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in MARCH vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 3-1-15)

Gillnet: Bay permits were slipping back toward $170k in early February. SE permits 
dipped down toward $90k in January before rebounding to $95k. PWS permits were 
relatively slow with asking prices still in the $230s. Cook Inlet permit prices were creep-
ing back, starting at $65k. Area M permits were available as low as $145k.

Seine: SE permits are still stuck at $300k, right where they have been all winter. Can’t 
remember when the last call from a buyer was. PWS permits were picking up a little with 
a sale pending, north of $200k. Cook Inlet permits are back to normal. Kodiak permits 
about the same, with permits starting in the mid $40s. Area M permits are still available, 
starting at $60k.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits are available, starting in the low $40s. hand Troll permits 
were available as low as $12k. Washington troll permits were available in the high $20s. 
Oregon permits were available, asking $14k - $20k or more. California permits were 
starting to come on the market in the $15k - $17k range.

BOX   score

 SALMON 

 S SE DRIFT 95 92+ 88-

 S PWS DRIFT 230 225 235

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 65 62+ 64-

 S AREA M DRIFT 145- 140- 109.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 170- 170 162.4-

 S SE SEINE 300 260 307.5

 S PWS SEINE 215 205+ 197.5-

 S COOK INLET SEINE 82 75 86+

 S KODIAK SEINE 43- 42 50.1

 S ChIgNIK SEINE 245 200 211.3

 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 65.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.6+

 S COOK INLET SET 16 12 14.9-

 S AREA M SET NET 50- 40- 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 45 45+ 39.8

 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 8.6

 S POWER TROLL 41 38 39.8-

 S hAND TROLL 11- 11 10.7-

 HERRING 

 h SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4

 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 h SITKA SEINE 300 230+ 419

 h PWS SEINE 27- 20- 30.9

 h COOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8

 h KODIAK SEINE 35- 30 30.3

 h SE POUND SOUTh 37 30 35.8+

 h SE POUND NORTh 38 25 43.1

 h PWS POUND 6+ 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18 17 13.5-

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 34- 32 27.5+

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 48 40 35.5

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 65+ 50 43.8

 S SE POT ShRIMP 25 20 22.4

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24- 22- 29.7

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 132.5+ 130+ N/A

 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,500/FT 1,000-3,000/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,500/FT 1,250-3,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

SE AK Dive URChIN 4 3 2.4

SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 25 22- 28.5

SE AK Dive gEODUCK 70 60 86.6

Customers Jake, Paul and Ben Clampitt

Northwest Farm Credit Services is a cooperative. 

When you become a customer you also become 

an owner. You have a voice and a vote in how our 

association does business. Plus, when we do well 

we share profits with you in the form of patronage. 

No bank does this.

 

You borrow. You own. You earn. You grow. Learn more 

about the benefits of being a customer-owner.

northwestfcs.com/fisheries  |  206.691.2000

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

The new quota is out and with increases most of the areas, demand will be up. 
There is virtually no 2C, 3A or 3B on the market. So look for some outta sight pric-
es. Most of the 4A was bought up within a few days of the new quota coming out 
also. It looks like the market will stay extremely tight … just like the last few years.

Little change from last month with SE Sablefish being the main thing buyers are 
looking for. Unblocked SE has been moving at $25-$26/lb. Blocks are trading for 
$22-$24/lb. Still not much interest in WY, with blocks available as low as $20/lb. 
Plenty of Cg is available, but anything over $20/lb doesn’t get much interest. 
Some Wg/AI/BS has moved recently, when they are priced right.

 h 2C D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 42.00-46.00

 h 2C C/B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 h 2C C/B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-48.00

 h 2C C/B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 h 2C A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3A D  B/U 34.00-40.00 33.00-38.00

 h 3A C/B 1-5 B 36.00-38.00 36.00-38.00

 h 3A C/B 5-10 B 38.00-40.00 38.00-40.00

 h 3A C/B >10 U 42.00-44.00 40.00-42.00

 h 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 h 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B C/B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 h 3B C/B >10 U 20.00-26.00 18.00-20.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 h 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A C/B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A C/B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A C/B >10 U 18.00-20.00 14.00-16.00

 h 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 9.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 h 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 21.00-23.00

 S SE C/B >10 U 26.00-30.00 24.00-25.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 20.00-28.00 18.00-20.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-34.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S Cg C/B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S Cg C/B >10 U 22.00-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S Cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg C/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg C/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg C/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 0.75-6.00 0.75-4.50

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00

P E T E R S B U R G  F I S H E R M E N ’ S  S E R V I C E ,  I N C .  D B A

w o r k i n g  h a r d  f o r  f i s h e r m e n

Call Olivia & Marcie today!
www.alaskabroker.com •  1-888-347-4437 

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

foR SALE
F/V HADASSAH: 58x19 Delta seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator; 7-1/2-
9kw Northern Lights generator; upgrades 
include large rolling chaulks, UHMW guards, 
metalized hydro valves and SS lines; bul-
bous bow; Furuno sonar; Pilkington deck 
winch. Also available: 19' Rozema skiff.  
(907) 399-7219.

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want  to  har vest  your  b lack  cod IFQ.  
Family owned, experienced captain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality harvest experience. 
Contact Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or 
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
54' fiberglass freezer troller. Very well main-
tained boat with a very large fishhold. 1800 
gal fuel capacity. 30kw genset new in 2008. 
AK power troll permit available. Price reduced 
to $285,000. Owner retiring. (360) 280-2675. 

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

foR SALE
40' Snowball Gillnetter. Less than 500 hrs on 
3208TA/TD 507. Tanks, electronics, controls, 
hydraulics, through hulls, hoses, flush deck/ 
narrow reel. Surveyed 2014, in Kenai. $115,000/
offer. (530) 864-4846.

1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located 
in Cordova, Ak. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx 
11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen. 60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. Complete list of amenities and copy 
of survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. $750,000 
obo. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

foR SALE
1974 54' heavily built aluminum seiner. 73,000 
in RSW. 3406B cat, 26 inch gripper, super 
heavy duty rigging, fast and very fuel efficient. 
Lease purchase possible with $100,000 down. 
$369,000 o.b.o. Skiff, seine, and P.W.S. permit 
also available. (360) 531-3074.

foR SALE
Brand new steel, 50x16x6.5, 6068 John Deere, 
200hp. Ameron paint, Comnav, FG Fish Hold, 
Yahct Int. 2000 fuel, 580 water. $500,000,  
(707) 961-1102.

SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Price reduced to $299,000. 75 foot commercial 
passenger carrying vessel. Coast Guard current 
for 100 miles offshore. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

foR SALE
65' solid fiberglass custom sportfishing charter 
boat. Licensed USCG for 47 people and 24 bunks 
for overnight. All electric galley. $312,000.00. 
Call Don at (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
F/V Lone Fisherman. 58' Whaleback limit seiner, 
longliner, crabber. $1.8M. Contact Jeb Phillips. 
(907) 518-1977. jebphillips23@live.com

foR SALE
Carrier model 5F40-M219 refr igerat ion 
compressor. (907) 747-6388.

foR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat li-
censes for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. Prices 
are $325,000 U.S. dollars.

foR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
1980 45' troller. California salmon permit. 
$119,500.V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-2529549. 
Contact Tom Cardosa at (619) 813-9263 or  
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars 
call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE - ALASKA LEgACY
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150 - 755 MHP100 - 750 HP

250 - 900 MHP 450 - 500 MHP

www.cascadeengine.com
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seafood at select stores in Alaska and  
Washington state.

The expanded assortment includes a 
new product line, called The Alaskan, 
from Seattle-based processor Trident  
Seafoods Corp.

The new line, launching exclusively 
at Walmart, features pouched product 
including pollock fillets, fish sandwich 
fillets, grilled salmon, coho salmon fillets, 
and whitefish burgers.

Aside from The Alaska line, Walmart 
said it also was adding nine more  
seafood products made with cod,  
salmon, rockfish, sole, and king and 
snow crab.

“Each of the new items is harvested in 
Alaska and processed locally in Alaska or 
in the Pacific Northwest,” Walmart said.

All 14 new items are available in each 
Walmart Supercenter in Alaska and 20 
additional stores in Washington, the 
company said.  

oN THE doCkS

Postcard: Winter is harvest time for bering sea bairdi tanner crab and opilio (snow 
crab). Here, a brailer of tanner crab is offloaded from the deck of the fishing vessel  
ramblin’ rose in January at the unisea dock at dutch Harbor. Jim Paulin photo

Alaskan Leader 
Fisheries fined for 
Seattle fuel spill

The Washington Department of  
Ecology fined Lynden-based Alaskan 
Leader Fisheries LLC $11,000 for a 2013 
fuel spill to Elliott Bay from one of its 
fishing vessels.

The Bristol Leader, a 167-foot freezer 
longliner, spilled 181 gallons of diesel 
into the bay on Sept. 13, 2013, while  
taking on fuel from a tank truck at  
Seattle’s Terminal 91, the department 
said in a Jan. 15 news release. 

Incoming fuel intended for empty 
tanks on the Bristol Leader went instead 
to a partly full tank.

“Ecology determined that the ves-
sel’s chief engineer had not followed the 
company’s written procedures and load-
ing plan,” the department said. “These 
specified which tanks would receive 
fuel and in what order, and required the 
chief engineer to monitor tank levels and  
valve settings.”

Fuel flowed out of an air vent and 
quickly filled a surrounding 49-gallon 
containment bin. Fuel then flowed across 
the deck and overboard. An oil spill  
containment boom had been placed 
around the Bristol Leader before fueling 
began, which kept most of the fuel from 
spreading beyond the waters immediate-
ly around the vessel.

“The company could have prevented 
the spill if they had kept a close watch on 
the valves and fuel levels,” said David 
Byers, Ecology’s spill response supervi-
sor. “Each fuel transfer requires full care 
and attention to every step.”

The department further said Alaskan 

Leader Fisheries did not immediately report 
the spill as required by Washington law.

“The company delivering the fuel to the 
Bristol Leader made the initial report,” the 
department said. “The vessel owner had 
no prior Washington spills, and cooperated 
with the spill cleanup response and follow-
up investigation.”  

Retail giant Walmart announced Jan. 28 
it was adding more wild-caught Alaska 

Trident’s new 
brand, The Alaskan, 
launches in select 
Walmart stores
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The sea can be hostile.   Hazards abound.  
Disaster and risk of injury are never far away. 

Training programs dedicated to the safe return 
of men and women who work on the water

COME HOME.  SAFE.
©
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WE ASPIRE TO:
•	 Be	the	maritime	industry’s	

first	choice	for	safety	and	
emergency	procedures	
training

•	 Provide	tools	and	
motivation	to	help	our	
students	improve	safety	in	
their	workplace

•	 Build	lasting	professional	
realtionships	through	
exceptional	customer	
service

•	 Establish	pride	through	
professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
•	 Provide	hands-on	learning	

experiences
•	 Utilize	purpose	built	

training	facilities
•	 Employ	only	exceptional	

instructors
•	 Partner	with	companies	

who	pro-actively	support	
their	employees’	safety

•	 Conduct	initial	and	
recurrent	training	for	
thousands	of	professional	
mariners	every	year

Fremont Maritime	is	a	committed	world	leader	in	the	field	
of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.

Training programs dedicated 
to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.

The sea can be hostile. 
Hazards abound. 
Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.

Winter 2012 PFR – 1

fremontmaritime.com

A new study explores the lucrative  
economic partnership between Alaska 
and Puget Sound, with the commercial 
fishing industry figuring prominently 
into the mix.

The Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce contracted with McDowell 
Group, a research and consulting firm, 
to do the study titled “Ties that Bind: The 
Enduring Economic Impact of Alaska on 
the Puget Sound Region.”

The study covers a number of sectors 
including tourism, shipping, seafood, 
petroleum, health care, education, and 
others.

The bottom line: “Alaska’s economic 
relationship with Puget Sound accounted 
for 113,000 jobs in the region, and $6.2  
billion in labor earnings, in 2013,” the 
study says. The numbers include direct, 
indirect, and induced impacts.

With respect to seafood, the report 
offers these notes:

• Puget Sound residents own nearly 
1,000 commercial fishing vessels  
participating in Alaska commercial fish-
eries.

• Puget Sound’s 36 seafood processing 
companies accounted for 82 percent of 
total first wholesale value of Alaska sea-
food production in 2013.

• Alaska-related commercial fishing 
created 10,150 jobs and $600 million in 
labor earnings in Puget Sound in 2013.

• Alaska-related seafood processing 
created 13,100 jobs and $690 million in 
labor earnings in Puget Sound in 2013.

• Government and industry organiza-
tion-related employment created 650 jobs 
and $50 million in labor earnings in 2013.

• Including multiplier effects,  
nearly 24,000 Puget Sound jobs and $1.3 
billion in labor earnings are tied to Alas-
ka’s seafood industry.

Download the report at tinyurl.com/
n7c6xrb.  

Fishermen’s terminal in seattle’s ballard neighborhood is the de facto headquarters for the 
Alaska commercial fishing industry, which contributes hugely to Puget sound’s economy. 
Wesley loy photo

Alaska is a big deal 
for Puget Sound 
region, study finds
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are sold back to their original owners.
While there was agreement to “investigate how to design, 

implement, and fund a lost trap retrieval program,” the task force 
report names it as something to grapple with in the coming year.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and 
natural resources industries for more than a decade.

Southern Climes continued from page 31

that’s been with him for years. His formula for preventing turn-
over is straightforward. 

“You hire high-quality guys and pay them well and treat them 
well – the same combination any business has with keeping good 
people,” he said. 

Though he didn’t plan on it when he first got to Petersburg, 
Fish is now an established part of Alaska’s fishing culture.  
And a guy named Fish would seem to be destined to become  
a fisherman.

“The fish theme’s pretty thick around our house,” he said. “I’ve 
had people say, ‘No way – you’ve changed your name.’”  

Welcome Aboard continued from page 26

Halibut fishery continued from page 14

San Francisco’s three herring buyers offered prices that the  
gillnet fleet balked at.

One processor, Icy Strait Seafoods, eventually offered $300 a 
ton, a price that’s considered minimal for San Francisco Bay, but 
was enough to get two boats on the water to net herring.

The fleet usually numbers about 35 boats in a season that runs 
from Jan. 1 to March 15, though the bulk of the haul is landed by 
mid-February.

This year, the buyer negotiations bumped the start of fishing 
to mid-January. As the end of the month approached, a total haul 
of about 40 tons was brought in by the two working boats.

One of them is skippered by Ernie Koepf. He said Alaska’s 
herring quotas are far greater than California’s – this year, the 
quota for San Francisco Bay was 2,400 tons – applying “down-
ward pressure to the market.”

“The price is as low as it’s ever been,” said herring fisher-
man Nick Sohrakoff, who chairs the California Department of  
Fish and Wildlife director’s Herring Advisory Committee. “I 
don’t think a lot of herring will be landed in San Francisco Bay 
this year.”

When prices slump, volume can compensate, but that  
dynamic isn’t present in California. The state sets its harvest caps 
at 5 percent of the fishery’s spawning population.

“It’s a very conservative percentage, to allow rebuilding,” said 
Ryan Bartling, a CDFW environmental scientist.

The herring fishery has been in a state of flux over the last 
decade. Bartling said environmental conditions caused the 
spawning biomass to crash in 2009, with a population of only 
5,000 fish.

A rebound was almost immediate and spawning population 
reached 70 tons in 2012.

But the heavy supply from Alaska and Japan’s diminishing 
demand for roe have pulled prices down, leading to a season of 
discontent this year.

“This is my 36th herring season and it might be my last,” 
Koepf said.  

Herring fisheries continued from page 12

limit, which will remain this year at 1.285 million pounds. Eileen 
Sobeck, the head of the National Marine Fisheries Service, had 
written to the commission recommending that it “provide  
adequate harvest opportunities” for local fishermen facing  
economic hardship.

In Area 2B (British Columbia), the commission set a catch limit 
of about 7.04 million pounds, up 2.7 percent from last year. The 
catch limit includes an allocation for sport catch.

In Area 2A (Washington, Oregon, and California), the catch 
limit rises slightly to 970,000 pounds.

In other action: The Seattle-based Fishing Vessel Owners’ 
Association submitted a proposal to reduce the minimum size 
requirement for commercially caught halibut from 32 inches to 
30 inches.

FVOA is a major player in the halibut fishery, representing  
a large number of commercial longliners. Its manager,  
Bob Alverson, is one of the three U.S. members on the halibut 
commission.

Commissioners received a staff report on the potential  

implications of changing the minimum size limit. The commis-
sion’s Conference Board, representing commercial and sport  
halibut fishermen, and Processor Advisory Group recommend-
ed not changing the size limit “at this time,” the IPHC press  
release said.

“With that advice and the significant uncertainty concern-
ing the behavior of the fishery in response to such a change, the  
commission assigned further investigation of the issue to its 
Management Strategy Advisory Board,” the commission said.

In other action, the commission said its stock assessment  
survey for 2015 in Area 4CDE will be expanded, including a  
“calibration survey” with the NMFS eastern Bering Sea  
trawl survey.

The IPHC’s next annual meeting is planned for Jan. 25-29, 
2016, in Juneau.

NMFS Alaska chief Jim Balsiger, who represents the U.S.  
government on the commission, was elected chair for the  
coming year.

Also, IPHC Executive Director Bruce Leaman’s contract 
expires in early 2016. He’s held the position since 1997. The com-
mission said it will search this year for Leaman’s successor.  
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Lynden’s Cool Chain service allows us to manage your seafood supply chain from start to fi nish. Our wide variety of 

equipment means we have the capability to handle any job and move product as fast as it can be processed to domestic 

and international locations via air, highway and sea service. With extensive experience shipping out of Alaska and the ability 

to maintain just the right temperature, Cool Chain accommodates the needs of fi shermen, processors, restaurants and more 

by picking up where seafood is caught and delivering to where it is consumed. 

Cool ChainSM  Logistics
for the Seafood Industry!
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We know how hard you work—you eat, live and breathe the catch—  
long hours, rough conditions. Tackling a good run is all that matters  
to the bottom line. That’s why MSI has designed the MSI-4300  
Port-A-Weigh Plus and MSI-9300 Port-A-Weigh Plus CellScale™ RF  
crane scales to perform for you. Weather-resistant design features like marine- 
grade alloy construction and generous battery life endure season after season.   
 
One Port-A-Weigh crane scale can weigh your entire catch during transfer to a  
tender vessel. Aboard the vessel, Port-A-Weigh crane scales can remain in the sorting  
hoppers throughout the transfer to station. As the most robust scales in the industry, 
these scales easily resist wear and tear during transport and rough conditions.  
 
Beyond durability, the intelligent capability of the Port-A-Weigh Family teamed with  
our data collection software precisely records each species’ weighment. The software  
also logs Scale ID, Fishing Vessel and Location, allowing the tender vessel to perform 
transactions quickly, maximizing profits, so you can get back out to sea faster. The  
software will also allow the operator to log transactions and generate end-of-day reports.

Experience the MSI Port-A-Weigh advantage: season after season durability.  
Visit www.msiscales.com/fishing to request more product and custom  
software information and to schedule a product demonstration in your area.

800-472-6703
www.ricelake.com




