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On March 20, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration made a noteworthy 
announcement.

The agency said it had completed its evaluation of two varieties of apples 
genetically engineered by Okanagan Specialty Fruits Inc., of British Columbia, 
and six varieties of potatoes genetically engineered by J.R. Simplot Co., of Idaho.

The FDA concluded, “These foods are as safe and nutritious as their  
conventional counterparts.”

It means the produce, known by the trade names Arctic apples and Innate 
potatoes, likely is bound for commercial sale.

The FDA announcement made me think immediately of salmon.
And I wasn’t the only one to make that connection. AquaBounty Technologies, 

of Massachusetts, posted on its website a Los Angeles Times article about the 
FDA decision.

AquaBounty for years has pursued FDA approval of its genetically  
engineered salmon.

Wild salmon defenders, including Alaska and West Coast lawmakers, are 
opposed to this newfangled salmon. They raise all manner of concerns, derisively 
calling the AquaBounty salmon “Frankenfish.” The critics suggest that these fish 
might not be safe to eat and could scramble the natural salmon order.

Of course, wild Pacific salmon harvesters also don’t want new competition in 
the form of a fast-growing variety of Atlantic salmon.

AquaBounty’s opponents are doing their best to shut genetically modified 
salmon out of the market. On March 13, Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski announced 
that she, along with Washington Sen. Maria Cantwell, Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley, 
and others would introduce bipartisan legislation “cracking down on” the  
potential introduction of Frankenfish. The bill would mandate labeling of the 
product if it proceeds to market. It also would require a stringent environmen-
tal study beforehand to assess “the potential risks and threats posed by the  
synthetically manufactured creatures,” Murkowski’s office said.

A bill also was pending in the Alaska Legislature to require retail labeling of 
food produced with genetic engineering.

Other elected officials, however, see things differently. Last year, dozens of 
members of Congress including Rep. Mike Pompeo, a Kansas Republican,  
sponsored the Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act. One goal of the bill was 
to “preserve the FDA’s 100-year management of food labeling by preventing a  
disruptive state-by-state patchwork of labeling requirements.”

Pompeo cited the risk of higher consumer food prices and “a bureaucratic 
nightmare for Kansas farmers.”

Fish, of course, are different from plants. But both are involved in the broad 
debate over genetically engineered foods.

AquaBounty insists its super salmon are safe. Known as AquAdvantage  
Salmon, the fish are all female, sterile Atlantic salmon that will be reared in  
contained, land-based systems, the company said.

The company also said that while AquAdvantage Salmon do grow faster, it’s a 
myth that they grow twice as large as natural salmon.

So, we wait for the definitive word from the FDA on genetically  
modified salmon.

Will it find that AquAdvantage Salmon, like Arctic apples and Innate potatoes, 
are OK to eat? Is resistance to genetic science futile?

Whatever the outcome, the wild salmon industry would do well to remember 
it has faced tremendous adversity before – specifically, the global rise of fish  
farming – and has not only survived but grown stronger.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

sitka herring stays status quo: Alaska Board  
of Fisheries rejects dueling proposals from  
subsistence, commercial interests. – kcaw.org

Washington salmon outlook is bright: Fishing 
prospects look good for Chinook in the state’s 
ocean waters and in the Columbia River. And 
solid runs of Puget Sound coho and pink salmon 
are expected. – wdfw.wa.gov

A special day for Alaska salmon?: A bill  
sponsored by Rep. Bryce Edgmon, D-Dillingham, 
would establish Aug. 10 of each year as Alaska 
Wild Salmon Day. – legis.state.ak.us

Chinook mop-up in southeast Alaska: The 
state Board of Fisheries has passed a proposal 
potentially giving trollers more opportunity to 
catch the full quota of summer king salmon. 
– kcaw.org

An ‘average’ forecast for Upper Cook Inlet: A 
harvest by all user groups of 3.7 million sockeye 
salmon is expected this season. – adfg.alaska.gov

Limit seiners and the law: A newly filed bill in 
the Alaska Legislature would clarify that salmon 
seine boats may be no longer than 58 feet.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

City plans Kenai River road: The road would 
give legal access to the south bank of the river 
mouth for salmon dipnetters. – peninsulaclarion.
com

Pacific Council bans new forage fisheries: 
Existing fisheries for species such as sardines and 
anchovies will not be affected. – oregonlive.com

sitka sound herring watch: The Alaska  
Department of Fish and game issues update No. 
1 as the state’s most competitive roe herring  
fishery draws near. – adfg.alaska.gov

strong year for Alaska exports: Seafood 
exports in 2014 increased 2.1 percent to $2.26  
billion, the governor’s office said. – gov.alaska.gov

southeast Alaska seine compromise hailed:  
A recent Board of Fisheries action balances  
subsistence needs and commercial fishing  
interests, Angoon Native corporation says.  
– kootznoowoo.com

sitka herring fishery nears: The fleet goes  
on two-hour notice starting Wednesday.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Bristol Bay’s big election: In a column in 
the forthcoming April issue of Pacific Fishing 
magazine, four former directors of the Bristol Bay 
Regional Seafood Development Association urge 
members to “fix an organization that has gone 
far off course.” – pacificfishing.com

sitka herring fishery opens: Faced with low 
prices, the normally competitive fleet opts to fish 
as a cooperative. – kcaw.org

steady fishing at sitka: Co-op seine fleet 
approaches half the 8,712-ton herring quota. 
– kcaw.org

A processor crunch in Bristol Bay?: State  
survey finds buyers might pass on millions of 
sockeye this season. – deckboss.blogspot.com

supporters prevail: Driftnet fleet votes to  
continue funding Copper River/Prince William 
Sound Marketing Association. – hosted.ap.org

Columbia River gillnet alternatives weighed: 
Seine gear could become part of the regular 
commercial salmon fishery this year.  
– chinookobserver.com

A change at the top: Robert heyano, president 
of the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development 
Association board of directors, has tendered his 
resignation. – bbrsda.com

earliest closure ever: Southeast Alaska winter 
troll season finishes with strong catches of king 
salmon on the outer coast near Sitka. – kfsk.org

Can eureka be cool again?: Northern California 
city studies feasibility of a new cold storage  
facility. – times-standard.com

Occupy B.C.: First Nation members set up  
camp at a government office to protest a herring 
fishery. – vancouversun.com
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CoMMENTArY

A businessman shows you a productive wild salmon river. He 
tells you they plan to take 100 percent of the water so a coal 
company can dewater the entire stream. They would divert 

the original course of the river and spend 25 years digging through 
hundreds of feet of hydrology and geology to get to the underlying 
coal layer, so they can ship the coal to Asia. Then, they tell you they 
would put everything back together – recreate the original ground-
water circulation, river contour, complex nutrients, and biota of the 
river and presto! Wild salmon would return.

As a lifelong Bristol Bay gillnetter, the Chuitna coal strip mine  
proposal for post-mining stream reclamation is baloney sandwich 
material to me. Those of us who rely on intact habitat and sustained 
yield of our salmon resource for money, or for recreation, or for sus-
tenance should view this as what it is – corporate magical thinking.

It does not take a comprehensive study to understand the trend 
that our wild salmon stocks have faced in interactions with big 
human projects like dams, mines, agricultural water diversion, cul-
verts, etc. Alaska is one of the last bastions of major lucrative wild 
salmon runs on the planet for the less than profound reason that it 
has yet to pit its salmon against these major threats. It also has a con-
servation mandate woven throughout the state constitution, which 
has helped sustain critical fish habitat.

Fishing or mining? The Chuitna mine proposal would test that 
constitutional mandate and set a horrendous precedent for future 
development decisions in Alaska, where the choice comes down 
to fishing livelihoods and large-scale mining projects. That is why 

by LOUIE FLORA

Commercial fishermen, does this  
scenario make a blip on your BS radar?

the proposed Chuitna coal strip mine is an important project for all  
fishermen to watch.

The Chuitna River is 40 miles west of Anchorage and supports 
all five species of wild Pacific salmon, as well as rainbow trout and  
Dolly Varden. It feeds into Cook Inlet, where salmon and halibut 
fisheries are under increasing pressures. Perhaps equally important, 
the Chuitna enters Cook Inlet near the Native Village of Tyonek and 
the setnet sites of a number of commercial fishermen. If permit-
ted, the Chuitna coal mine, and its associated export facility, would 
destroy the setnet fishery, requiring fishermen to give up long-held 
setnet leases.

PacRim Coal, a Delaware company owned by a couple of very 
wealthy men from the state of Texas, has proposed to strip mine an 
area currently beneath Middle Creek, an important tributary of the 
Chuitna River. PacRim Coal is asking the Alaska Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) to allow them to use 100 percent of the water 
on a 14-mile stretch of river to support their industrial operations.

The opposition: A small group of locals and a large and grow-
ing group of Alaskans are fighting to protect this river – not simply 
for the sake of the salmon system that would be destroyed, but also 
for the horrible policy precedent that would be created by trading 
a renewable salmon resource for coal. Well before PacRim filed for 
100 percent use of the river, the Chuitna Citizens Coalition filed an  
application with DNR to preserve enough river flow to maintain 
habitat for salmon and trout.

Recently, DNR announced it would process the coalition’s water 
rights application. The approval or denial 
of this application will determine whether 
water should be left in the Chuitna River for 
salmon or diverted to allow an Outside min-
ing company to completely destroy the river 
for a coal mine. May not sound like a big 
deal, but it is a big deal.

The path Alaska forges on this issue of fish 
habitat preservation through regulation, stat-
ute, and legal precedent will determine the 
outcome for our fish and our fisheries in the 
years ahead. A coal strip mine of the size and 
magnitude as proposed for Chuitna would be 
a new ballgame for Alaska. Additionally, the 
large-scale extraction of coal for sale to Asia 
when the world is in the process of weaning 
itself off this fuel source is both counterpro-
ductive and counterintuitive. If a thriving fish 
system is torn out for coal extraction, that sets 
a pretty low bar for future exploitation.

Take action: The commercial fishing com-
munity has an opportunity here to weigh in. 
Defend wild salmon when they need defend-
ing, and in the long run, you defend yourself.

Let Alaska Gov. Bill Walker (bill.walker@
alaska.gov) know you stand for strong  
habitat protection for wild salmon and a 
strong future for commercial fisheries.

For more information on the Chuitna  
Campaign, go to akcenter.org.  

Louie Flora is legislative liaison for the Alaska 
Center for the Environment and Alaska  
Conservation Voters.
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YoUr BUSINESS

A recent scholarly paper written by some top National Marine 
Fisheries Service scientists seems to be a hearty endorsement of net 
pen salmon aquaculture. But, on closer examination, the paper is a 
list of problems facing the industry – all arguments long used by 
foes of the industry.

Take feed, for instance.
“The use of fish meal and fish oil in aquaculture feeds has been 

highlighted as a major sustainability issue and a limitation to the 
growth of carnivorous species aquaculture,” the authors write.

Environmentalists have objected to salmon feeders who have 
long vacuumed the southern oceans of baitfish to render down to 
aquaculture feed. Native sardine populations cannot keep up with 
aquaculture’s appetite, and the price of fish meal and fish oil has 
doubled in the past decade.

The price of feed represents about half the cost of running a  
net pen, so farmers are frantically looking for different protein 
sources, like soybeans, according to the paper. Changing the ration 
for farmed fish changes the nutritional content of products sold  
to consumers.

Faced with a mounting feed bill, the industry has cut back.  
Norwegian farmers reduced the content of fish oil and meal in their 
feed from more than 60 percent to about 25 percent.

The scholarly paper in the journal Fisheries is titled  
“Environmental Performance of Marine Net-Pen Aquaculture in 

NMFS scientists detail progress, problems 
in U.S. marine aquaculture

by DON McMANMAN

the United States.” The paper’s lead author is Michael B. Rust, 
of the NMFS Office of Aquaculture. The other seven authors also 
work for NMFS or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration. NMFS has long been a cheerleader for U.S. aquaculture.

Good for you: Here’s a sample from an NMFS website: “It’s 
good for you and good for the country. ... Buying U.S.-grown 
farmed fish and shellfish guarantees that your seafood meets  
rigorous state and federal standards and supports American jobs.”

The scholarly paper asks, “Why is the marine finfish aquacul-
ture industry not expanding? The reasons may lie, in part, with  
environmental concerns expressed about the salmon net-pen  
aquaculture industry.”

For example, many consumers worry about the denuding of 
southern ocean baitfish fisheries, the effects on water quality at the 
farm sites, the use of antibiotics in teeming fish farms, escape of 
farmed fish to breed with native fish, and the potential for diseases 
and predators to cross from farm populations to wild stocks.

These “negative public perceptions” have fouled an industry 
that makes sense to industrialists and the paper’s authors.  
Fish, for example, are better to raise than, say, cattle, the paper 
states. Fish have a larger percentage of edible protein than do  
cattle, for example, because cattle have relatively large skeletons to 
deal with gravity.

Continued on page 8

Aquaculture
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Powerful Solutions.

Count On Cummins To Deliver Solutions
Our marine professionals can help you navigate your options 
and improve your bottom line. 

Washington: Rich Murdy (425) 277-5329 or Tony Thomas  (425) 277-5330
Oregon/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864 
British Columbia/Alberta: Cary Griffiths  (604) 785-7151
cumminsnorthwest.com

ReCon Marine
155 hp - 600 HP

Marine Generators
5 kw - 1,800 kw

Propulsion 
247 hp - 2680 hp

Pacific Seafood is buying halibut &  
black cod in Wrangell, Seward, Homer & Kodiak.

Pacific Seafood, Kodiak, AK
Rey Blanco, Plant Manager

Ph: 907-486-8575 / Cell: 907-539-2973
Dispatch: 6730 / rblanco@pacseafood.com

Sea Level Seafoods, Wrangell, AK
Vern Phillips, General Manager
Dustin Phillips, Asst. Manager

Ph: 907-874-2401
Cell: Vern - 907-723-2833

Cell: Dustin - 907-723-0565
Dispatch: 1212

vphillips@pacseafood.com

Resurrection Bay Seafood, Seward, AK
Christopher “Kit” Durnil, 

General Manager
Ph: 907-224-3366  

Cell: 907-362-2344
Dispatch: 0352  

kdurnil@pacseafood.com

Alaska Operations Manager
David Brindle

Cell: 206-402-8993
dbrindle@pacseafood.com

Ice, bait, fuel and supplies are available at each location.

YoUr BUSINESS Aquaculture
But cattle feedlots generally don’t send 

animal waste floating over the country-
side. Salmon feedpens do, and the effect 
on water quality is a major problem with  
aquaculture, the paper states.

“Fish wastes do not decompose quickly 
enough to keep up with the supply from the 
farm. In this case, sediments shift toward 
anaerobic conditions and the benthic (bot-
tom-dwelling) species diversity declines.”

Uneaten feed and corpses of farm fish 
drift downward and smother natural  
organisms and environments. In short, a 
gooey sludge suffocates net pen sites.

However, matters have improved, the 
paper states. “Benthic impacts from U.S. 
net pens have reduced dramatically over 
the last few decades, due to improved siting 
and better management practices.”

Disease: Sickness harbored in net pens 
is evaporating, the authors contend. For 
example, Norwegian farmers have reduced 
the use of antibiotics by nearly 95 percent 
in the past 20 years, while they increased 
their output from 180,000 metric tons 
to 1 million metric tons. Same goes for  
British Columbia.

The reason: better vaccines and better 
practices. Farmers in Maine used no  
antibiotics from 2007 to 2112, the last year of 
good records, according to the paper.

Authors maintain there have been 
no outbreaks or viruses found in the  
Northwest for infectious salmon anemia 
(ISA), a horrifying disease that crippled 

the Chilean salmon farming industry for  
several years, beginning in 2007.

There have been outbreaks in British 
Columbia of infectious hematopoietic 
necrosis (IHN), but it seems to be native 
to the Pacific Northwest. The disease has  
been found in B.C. farms, but there is no 
evidence that it has affected native fish. 
Native fish may be resistant.

Even so, there is little likelihood that fish 
farms will incubate diseases that will cause 
great harm to native fish. The reason: Wild 
fish are too wide-spread and isolated to 
spread disease far, the authors contend.

Sea lice: It’s a different story for para-
sites, such as sea lice. The paper’s authors 
seem to concede fish net pens can cause the 
spread of sea lice to wild fish. The paper 
discusses sea lice only in terms of control.

“Controlling the level of parasites on 
farms significantly reduces the potential for 
transfer to wild salmon and trout.”

The authors give several examples of 
lice control programs in Norway, Maine,  
British Columbia, and Ireland. They say 
that, in Washington, salinity in net pen 
areas is too low for sea lice proliferation.

Escapees: “Although catastrophic loss-
es” (during storms, for example) “may be 
easily identified, more attention is needed 
to identify and prevent chronic, low-level 
escapes,” the authors write.

But the industry is getting better at  
keeping its livestock penned in. Between 
1987 and 1996, the average annual escape 
rate was 3.7 percent of annual harvest. More 
recently (2000-09), the escape rate averaged 
0.3 percent, the paper states.

The authors concede: “The primary  
concern of escaped fish is the potential for 
them to interbreed with wild conspecif-
ics and reduce the long-term fitness of the  
wild population.

Genes: Still, the paper finds genetic  
mingling between wild and escaped farmed 
fish worrisome. “Loss of fitness can occur 
when cultured fish genetically suited to  
survival in captivity interbreed with 
wild populations and the resulting off-
spring have reduced ability to survive and  
reproduce in the wild,” the authors write.

So, why not breed farmed fish to be 
unable to breed with wild?

It’s worth a try, as is a strategy to make 
farmed fish unable to breed at all, the  
paper states.

Trouble is, any change to farmed fish may 
affect their ability to put on a lot of weight 
fast – the whole reason for their existence 
and the sole reason farmers are paying for 
that very expensive feed.  
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YoUr BUSINESS Boats and gear

Above left: seine boats are complex systems that can benefit from an analysis of the entire oper-
ation from net to loads to hydraulics. Here, a Marco deck winch, the PKW20, is pursing a 500-ton 
set of herring in the sitka fishery in March. Photos and graphics courtesy of Marco Global

Above right: A wireless load cell (yellow, at the top) measures the physical load on the power-
block. Wireless hydraulic pressure sensors are mounted on the motor.

by EINAR ASK, MARCO GLOBAL

 Picture
this

See how  
fishing system  

diagnostics 
can improve 
your seiner’s  
performance

adequate to supply the requirements of the 
deck machinery of the day. But over time 
the machinery grew and now requires more 
flow.

Finding performance: After analyz-
ing seine net performance for the past four 
years, Marco has expanded its research to 
include hydraulic performance and dynam-
ic load analysis. Marco can now perform a 
diagnostic of an entire fishing operation and 
clearly communicate where performance can 
be improved.

We can get as detailed as you like. We can 
show you very specific details about your 
net and its behavior in your normal seine 
operation, as well as evaluate the health of 
your hydraulic system.

We can even point out where time can be 
saved in the daily fishing operation.

It’s like going to a doctor’s office for a 
physical. They test your blood chemistry, 
blood pressure, heart rate, lung capacity, and 
efficiency. Then they analyze the data and 
give you a report that is useful in helping 
you improve your health.

Improved efficiency on a seine boat might 
mean you get an extra set in before the day 
is over. An extra set a day can add up to a lot 
of money.

The help we offer, and the level of detail, 

is scalable to our customers.
We can provide a video that synchronizes 

deck operations with dynamic loads and 
pressures. We also can provide a motion 
graph of the net underwater as you put it 
through tests. This is the ultimate report, 
and fishermen who have seen one are able 
to make changes to their net design and 
hydraulic system and then test again to con-
firm improvement.

On a more basic level, we can simply 
test your hydraulics and provide you with 
a printed report of the actual pressures in 
your system. Or you can rent net depth sen-
sors from us, fish them, and return them. 
Depth sensors on the leadline will paint the 
depth of the net on the graph. We can then  
provide you with PDF files showing your 
net at whatever time points you desire, or 
we can provide a moving graph of your net’s 
performance.

The most basic motion graph of your net 
will cost under $1,000, and the price scales as 
more features are requested.

How it works: This is all new to us, so 
our capabilities are increasing regularly. And 
sometimes answering one question raises 
another. So what we learn will help you 
fix one problem, but it might also start you 
thinking about something else in the system.

Hydraulic systems on seine boats 
rarely provide the pressure and 
flow that skippers think they have 

to their machinery. And this changes the  
performance of their hydraulic machinery.

The seine operation is a complex sys-
tem that involves how the net performs in 
the water, how the machinery handles the 
net, and the performance of the hydraulic  
system onboard.

David O’Neill of Marco Global has been 
analyzing seine net performance in the 
water for years. In trying to solve material 
and net design problems, we started raising 
questions about the loads on the net and the  
performance of the deck machinery.

We started gathering performance data 
on seine nets of all types a few years ago. 
Our unique graphs showed us a lot about 
what was happening under the surface. We 
learned volumes about how various con-
structions and materials behaved on their 
own and when worked by the skiff and boat 
in normal fishing operations.

We learned a lot, but we noticed  
inconsistencies.

All manufacturers of hydraulic machin-
ery provide performance charts showing 
customers what they can expect from their 
equipment under various pressure and flow 
conditions. But some hydraulic systems are 
compromised and are not providing the 
pressures and flow for one reason or another.

One major reason is that when the 
hydraulic system was installed – a 30-gal-
lon-per-minute system, for example – it was 
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Caught in the Copper River

Shipped from  
Cordova

Served in Boston tonight.

For over 83 years, we’ve built our reputation on outstanding 
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NET Systems takes 
over Marco Global 
seine net department

Nor’Eastern Trawl Systems, known as NET 
Systems, has taken over the purse seine net 
department for Marco global.

Founded in 1978, NET Systems is located on 
Bainbridge Island in Washington state and has 
two other locations in Alaska, at Dutch harbor 
and Kodiak. The company is owned by Nichimo 
Co. Ltd. of Japan.

NET Systems, in a press release, said of the 
Marco global net department takeover:

“The purse seine net loft has moved to the 
NET Systems location on Bainbridge where 
it shares two buildings with a trawl net loft, a 
welding shop, and eight state-of-the-art net-
ting looms that produce the strongest netting 
in the world. Two net lanes have been set up 
to accommodate new construction of purse 
seines along with repairs. Nets will be run 
through the lanes and then piled onto pallets, 
which can be delivered to Fishermen’s Terminal 
for pickup or stored on site.”

Adam Wartman, captain of the fishing vessel 
Ariel, was quoted in the press release: “If you 
have never seen web being made from a loom, 
then I highly recommend coming in for a tour 
of the facility.”

In addition to offering mid-water and bot-
tom trawls (including shrimp), trawl doors, and 
wire rope, NET Systems said it will be growing 
its customer base as well as supplying materi-
als and gear for the salmon, squid, sardine, her-
ring, and tuna purse seine fleets worldwide.

Nichimo, the parent company of NET Sys-
tems, is the home of the only purse seine test 
tank, where seine nets are built to scale, tested, 
and observed. Video is available at facebook.
com/netsystemsseine.

“This global alliance allows NET Systems  
to offer worldwide support and access to a 
variety of other products, including Ultra Cross 
Knotless Netting,” the company said.

Continued on page 12

To get the data, we place depth sensors in 
the nets and load cells on the boat and skiff 
to measure the towing force and hydraulic 
sensors on the powerblock and winch. This 
generates a lot of data.

Big data is a big deal in the science and 
business analytics world, and data visualiza-
tion allows us to understand the meaning  
of otherwise large, incomprehensible  
assortments of data. It allows us to see rela-
tionships between events that would other-
wise go unnoticed.
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Photo credit: Simon Hughes Photography

Marco Global diagnostics can provide fishermen easy-
to-understand videos and graphics to illustrate how their 
seine operations are working. Here, one graphic reveals 
how the return pressure on a purse winch is too high. in 
the second graphic, the black line depicts an old net and 
the red line a new, high-tech net that fishes deeper despite 
10 percent fewer meshes in depth.

Cameras record deck operations as part of the synchronized data analysis.

You can see examples of our motion graphs and hydraulic analysis at  
marcoglobal.com.

The motion graphs of net performance, synchronized with loads and hydrau-
lic pressures, allow an individual to understand and analyze his system easily. 
Sometimes a fisherman is able to tell us why one part of his net is not fishing as 
deep as other parts are.

Net performance is important, as knowing what your net is doing underwa-
ter under various towing pressures will likely cause you to change your fishing 
technique so that you can fish your favorite spots more effectively.

In the sample graphs on our website, you can see where one customer’s net, 
while pursing, would rise at one spot, then drop, then the next sensor would 
rise, and then drop again, all the way through the net. The culprit was a splice 
that was hanging up on every ring and opening an escape hatch for the fish. The 
problem was immediately seen, and the splice was reworked.

Another example online shows how the 
hydraulic return pressure on a deck winch 
was too high, which robs performance. 
The customer was able to make changes to 
his system to fix the problem once it was 
brought to his attention.

Comparing multiple nets: With our 
graphing system we can overlay the per-
formance of multiple nets. This allows us to 
compare the before and after pictures and 
to analyze the results of any changes made 
in a net.

Or you can compare multiple sets made 
with the same net fished differently each 
time.

Over the past two years, Marco has used 
its own system to analyze the performance 
in the field of our new Purse King deck 
winches. We took readings and saw where 
improvements could be made, and the 
result was a unique dual-sheave design for 
this winch family.

In the Sitka herring fishery this spring, 
we acquired more data and action video 
and now have made a major change to the 
deck winches, allowing us to remove the 
cookie cutter, which makes the new winch 
even faster to use.

It will be interesting to see where else this 
fishing operation diagnostic business will 

Continued on page 42
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ASMI faces funding  
reduction as competitive  
challenges mount

The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute could face a $1.9 million 
funding cut for the upcoming fiscal year – a 7 percent reduction 
driven by tanking oil prices that have had state legislators pining 
for a rebound that doesn’t appear imminent.

The final numbers weren’t in by press time, but it appeared 
ASMI funding was to go from $26.7 million in fiscal year 2015 to 
$24.8 million for fiscal 2016, which begins July 1.

As of early April, the House and Senate were working out minor 
differences. The budget, of course, is subject to Gov. Bill Walker’s 
veto power.

“I understand the position the state is in fiscally,” ASMI  
Executive Director Mike Cerne said in an interview. “I understand 
the actions that the governor and the Legislature are taking. It’s a 
difficult decision to cut services for Alaska. We do feel strongly that 
we generate revenue for the state as well.”

Domestic efforts could suffer: Cerne said he wouldn’t know 
where cuts would affect ASMI until May, after various committees 
bring specific budget proposals to the board.

Based on preliminary assessments, Cerne said most cuts likely 
would come from reduced domestic advertising and public  
relations campaigns.

The cuts didn’t sit well with Rep. Louise Stutes, a freshman  
lawmaker from Kodiak who chairs the House Special Committee 
on Fisheries.

“What’s important for people to know is that they don’t  

by STEVE QUINN

represent one company over another; they represent Alaska  
seafood,” Stutes said of ASMI. “I was heartbroken to see them get 
their budget cut.”

Her family was preparing for a spring halibut commercial  
outing.

ASMI is an underappreciated organization, Stutes said.
In February, Stutes devoted one of her first hearings to receiving 

an ASMI overview.
Cerne covered the basics, such as ASMI’s mission, some of its 

worldwide promotions, the fiscal issues, and challenges facing the 
fishing industry.

Sources of funding: Cerne broke down ASMI’s funding 
sources for the committee, including federal grants, state general  
funds, and a processor-paid 0.5 percent assessment on the value of  
fishery harvests.

The largest percentage of funding comes from the industry 
assessment, also called the “voluntary tax.” The Legislature placed 
nearly $15 million into ASMI’s budget from this tax.

ASMI also receives a federal grant of $4.5 million, which gets 
matched by the state, but Cerne warned the committee that this 
pool of money isn’t guaranteed from one year to the next.

It comes from a pot of money attached to the federal farm bill, 
which is overseen by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. It’s called 
the Market Access Program, and it is subject to shrinking yearly, 
Cerne said.

“It is a very tenuous grant,” Cerne told the committee.  
“We … compete for that grant with 120 commodity groups. So 
the orange people and the raisin people and the grapes and the  
cherries … are all competing for that money to market their  
products overseas.”

If the federal grant went away, ASMI 
would be able to maintain its international 
program – its largest program by far – for 
one year, Cerne said.

ASMI would then have to “either adjust 
our spend plan for the following year or 
search out alternate forms of funding, or 
both,” he said.

Major challenges: Cerne also reviewed 
for the committee several challenges facing 
the industry and ASMI. Among them:

• The Russian embargo on food imports 
from Western countries.

• Illegal Russian crab harvests.
• Competition from other seafood prod-

ucts and also beef, which Cerne expects to 
try reasserting itself as a protein of choice.

“The effects of the three-year drought are 
over,” Cerne said in an interview. “Cattle, 
beef, chicken, and pork are going to be 
more readily available in the foreseeable 
future. So while seafood consumption had 
an uptick last year for the first time in many 
years, it could be short-lived.”

Cerne added: “The competition is fierce 
and well-funded. With the budget, it’s a 
double whammy. If we were a country, 
we would be the seventh-largest seafood 
exporter. That is the scale we are on.”  

Steve Quinn is a journalist based in Juneau.
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No jellyfish barbecues! A group of high school students, organized under an Alaska Center for  
the Environment youth program, in March visited Juneau to learn about the legislative process.  
to cap the visit, the teens held a wild salmon barbecue in front of the Capitol steps. they asked 
Gov. bill Walker to take action on climate change so salmon barbecues won’t give way to jellyfish 
barbecues as the oceans become too acidic. Photo courtesy of ACE

British Columbia  
to overhaul  
seafood licensing 
and regulation

The British Columbia government’s new 
Fish and Seafood Act will replace legislation 
that was last significantly updated in the 
1960s with a modern framework that builds 
on B.C.’s local and international reputation 
as a source of sustainable and trusted sea-
food products, and improves operating con-
ditions for B.C.’s seafood sector.

The new legislation will update the 
licensing and regulation of the buying,  
selling, handling, storing, and processing 
of fish, shellfish, and aquatic plants. The  
legislation includes measures to:

• Enable the creation of a seafood trace-
ability system to ensure seafood processed 
in B.C. is both safe and legally caught, cul-
tured, bought, and sold. The system will 
ensure B.C. seafood products are respon-
sibly produced and harvested, and can be 
traced from the processor to the consumer.

• Prohibit the possession of illegally 
caught, cultured, harvested, or processed 
seafood products, and the unlicensed sale 

of fish, ensuring only sustainably harvested 
and safely handled seafood products enter 
the food chain.

The new act also increases inspection and 
enforcement by:

• Granting inspectors the authority to 
make orders, including orders for seizure 

and destruction of contaminated food,  
and recall orders if unsafe food has been 
distributed.

• Requiring license holders to record all 
transactions including species, size, weight, 
and source to support traceability and food 

Continued on page 16
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of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.
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to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.
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Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.
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safety requirements.

• Requiring operators to ensure staff  
are properly trained to comply with all 
standards.

• Modernizing outdated inspection  
powers, with penalties up to $50,000 a day 
for individuals and $200,000 for corpora-
tions for offenses such as failure to ensure 
safe food, and possession and distribution 
of restricted fish and aquatic plants.

• Enabling administrative penalties for 
less serious contraventions.

The new act will also support B.C.  
seafood businesses by removing outdat-
ed references and conflicting sections of 
the outdated legislation. The Ministry of  
Agriculture will work with the seafood  
sector and related stakeholders as the  
ministry develops the regulations that will 
establish the licensing system.

The act was developed following con-
sultation with federal and provincial  
agencies, as well as a 2012 public Web-based  
consultation that 57 organizations par-
ticipated in including First Nations,  
fishers, seafood sector, and local gov-
ernment representatives. The act will 
replace the Fish Inspection Act and the  
Fisheries Act.

B.C. Agriculture Minister Norm Letnick: 
“B.C. is internationally renowned for our 
great tasting and sustainably produced  
seafood and this legislation meets the  
modern expectations of both consumers 
and B.C.’s seafood sector.”

Jeremy Dunn, executive director, BC 
Salmon Farmers Association: “Moderniz-
ing fish and seafood legislation in B.C. is 
long overdue and modernizing these laws 
will be good for the growth of the seafood  
sector in B.C. There is still a lot of work to 
be done. We are encouraged that govern-
ment is committed to doing that work, 
and look forward to being involved in an 
engaged consultative process to develop 
meaningful regulations.”

Dave Eto, chair, BC Food Processors 
Association: “The BCFPA is pleased to  
participate with government and the aqua-
culture sector to develop more modern, 
comprehensive, and outcome-based regu-
lations that will add clearer standards and 
economic benefits to British Columbia. 
These changes are long overdue for this 
growing sector.”

View the legislation at tinyurl.com/
ozznyjf.  

– Government of British Columbia

Bigger pink,  
sockeye, chum 
catches highlight 
Alaska salmon  
forecast

If forecasters are right, Alaska will have a 
much larger salmon harvest this year.

The Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game is projecting a commercial catch of 
220.9 million fish.

The total includes 140.3 million pink 
salmon, 58.8 million sockeye salmon, 
17.2 million chum salmon, 4.6 million 
coho salmon, and 54,000 Chinook salmon 
in areas outside Southeast Alaska and  
Bristol Bay.

Southeast is the state’s major producer 
of Chinook, but the regional quota had not 
been released as of press time.

Pink salmon catches usually fluctuate 
greatly from year to year. This season, pink 
returns are expected to be much stronger, 
and the harvest projection of 140.3 million 
fish is 46 percent higher than last year’s 
catch of 95.8 million. Southeast is expected 
to tally 58 million pinks, and Prince William 
Sound is projected at 51.4 million.

Sockeye is the state’s most valuable  
salmon crop, and this year ’s projected 
catch of 58.8 million sockeye is 33 percent 
higher than last year’s catch of 44.1 million.  
Bristol Bay is the state’s main sockeye  
fishery, and this year’s harvest forecast for 
the bay is very large at 37.6 million fish.

The statewide harvest projection of 17.2 
million chum salmon, valued especially 
for their roe, is 52 percent greater than last 
year’s catch of 11.3 million. Southeast alone 
is expected to produce 9.3 million chums.

Coho generally are the latest arriv-
ing salmon species each year. The harvest  
projection of 4.6 million fish is 27 percent 
lower than last year’s catch of 6.3 million.

Fishery managers caution that forecasts 
can be off significantly, that market condi-
tions and fishing effort affect catch lev-
els, and that managers “have the primary 
goal of maintaining spawning population  
sizes – not of reaching preseason catch  
projections.”

Hatcheries in Prince William Sound, 
Kodiak, and Southeast are major con-
tributors to Alaska’s annual salmon  
harvests, particularly with respect to pinks  
and chums.

–  Wesley Loy 
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HISTorY

Through the ashes
“It looks like I’ll be taking the Tustumena,” my friend told me 

over the phone last October.
She was traveling to Kodiak bearing the ashes of her long-

liner husband, who had died the year before. She had intended 
to fly to the island, but volcanic ash turned Kodiak’s unfettered  

atmosphere into what seemed a hazy watercolor. A fierce  
easterly wind whipped up century-old ash from the Valley of Ten  
Thousand Smokes on the Alaska Peninsula, propelling it across the 
Shelikof Strait, circling the bays of Kodiak Island, obscuring views 
and halting air traffic. Ash from the 1912 eruption at Katmai, the 
largest eruption of the 20th century, was again 
making life difficult on the Emerald Isle.

I quickly noted the irony in this situation. You 
see, the story of Kodiak’s commercial halibut 
fishery had its beginning in those very ashes. 
And now, 102 years later, it was this same 
ash that was preventing the scattering of this  
halibut fisherman’s ashes in waters that seemed 
increasingly bereft of halibut.

Eruption and flight: Back in 1912, ash from the 
Novarupta Volcano near the village of Katmai fell 
thick on Kodiak for three days. It was the begin-
ning of June, a time when the sun barely sets, 
but no light was visible as the villagers breathed 
burning, sulfurous air.

The entire village of 500 or so groped blind-
ly through the thick fumes toward the town 
wharf, stumbling over the more than 3 feet 
of ash that had accumulated. The village 
crowded onto the Revenue Cutter Manning, 
which happened to be at the dock. Villagers 
feared that another ash-induced landslide would 

by ANJULI GRANTHAM

The story of Kodiak’s halibut fishery
sweep the town into the channel on which it rests. They believed 
that their only hope for survival was to be found at sea. Before  
setting out, the villagers ate boiled halibut and potatoes cooked in 
massive tubs. It was the first meal in days for some of them.

The boiled halibut that the ravenous volcano refugees ate a 
century ago had been caught during a 
halibut prospecting trip. Those fillets had 
been used to quantitatively prove that 
Kodiak had enough halibut to warrant a 
commercial halibut fishery.

The year before, in 1911, Kodiak  
businessman W.J. Erskine worked with 
the Alaska Packers Association to set 
up a test fishery. He enticed the Hunt-
er and the Metha Nelson, two schoo-
ners from San Francisco, to come to  
Kodiak to verify what the Bureau of  
Fisheries vessel Albatross had recently 
uncovered: halibut fishing grounds 
around the archipelago. Of course, 
this wasn’t news to Kodiak Island-
ers, who had been fishing and eating 
halibut for thousands of years. But 
the archipelago’s distance from 
any population center meant that 
Kodiak halibut just fed locals. Erskine 
wanted to demonstrate that it was pos-
sible to deliver Kodiak halibut to the San 

Francisco market, nearly 2,000 miles away.
Gamble on frozen halibut: The Metha Nelson was one of the 

first fishing vessels on the Pacific Coast to be equipped with an 
onboard freezer. Erskine was wagering that San Francisco residents 
would eat flash-frozen halibut as an alternative to the halibut that 

this photo shows Kodiak right after the Katmai eruption, which dumped ash on the town. in the 
foreground and to the left is the old russian cemetery. in the background is near island. Kodiak 
Historical society photos

Handling halibut aboard the Metha nelson at Kodiak in 1912, just after the Katmai 
eruption. in the background is the bow of the cutter Manning.
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was shipped on ice from Southeast Alaska 
and Puget Sound.

That 1911 season was short but decent. 
Erskine likely had high hopes for the 1912 
prospecting trip, but it was destined to be 
a rough season. The Metha Nelson’s engine 
wouldn’t run, and then the engineer died. 
Their seine was too short to catch bait. After 
procuring a longer seine and bait herring, 
they finally started fishing. But then, just 90 
miles away, a volcano blew its top.

Nonetheless, at the end of the season the 
Metha Nelson returned to San Francisco 
with 140,000 pounds of frozen halibut, 
which the Alaska Packers Association 
was able to sell. Erskine’s experiment was  
successful. After Katmai’s eruption, Kodiak 
might have been a wasteland of ash, but 
there seemed to be a glimmer of hope  
for this ravaged island. There was hope  
in halibut.

But that hope was not realized for 
decades. It was king crab, not halibut, that 
turned Kodiak from a summertime salmon 
town to a year-round fishing port in the 
1960s. Kodiak also targeted shrimp in the 
1970s, turning Kodiak into the “King Crab 
Capital of the World” and a world-class 
shrimp port.

Crab bust: But then the crab disap-
peared, and the shrimp disappeared. Many 
Kodiak fishermen turned to halibut –  

A crewman baits a hook.

fishermen like my friend’s husband. He and other highliners really struck gold in 1995, 
when halibut was rationalized and those with historically high catches were granted pri-
vate stock in a public fishery resource. But, not totally unlike the boom and bust pattern 
evident in the crab and shrimp fisheries of the region, halibut harvests have declined over 
the last decade. It takes commercial halibut fishermen longer and longer to catch their 
quota, sending the cost of fishing up.

But, just as the ash-ravaged landscape of Kodiak eventually was overcome again by 
green, biologists with the International Pacific Halibut Commission report the halibut 
stock is rising after a decade of decline. Perhaps like those Kodiak villagers more than 100 
years ago who, blinded by ash, sought salvation at sea, Kodiak fishermen too will be in 
the clear.  

Anjuli Grantham is a public historian and the Curator of Collections and Exhibits at the Baranov 
Museum in Kodiak.
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In spring of 1946, five men stationed at the Scotch Cap  
lighthouse had reasons to be happy. World War II was over. They 
had survived. Their lonely Coast Guard assignment on Unimak 
Island would be over in a few months.

But the lighthouse tenders would never return to their homes in 
the Lower 48. In the early morning of April 1, the earth ruptured 
deep within the Aleutian Trench 90 miles south. An immense block 

by NED ROZELL

The demise of Scotch Cap lighthouse
scotch Cap lighthouse, on the southwest shore of unimak island, before and after the giant wave of April 1, 1946. nOAA, Coast Guard photos

of ocean floor rose, tipping saltwater across the North Pacific.
The earthquake was giant, at least magnitude 8.1. The tsunami 

that resulted killed 159 people in Hawaii, drowned a swimmer in 
Santa Cruz, banged up fishing boats in Chile, and wrecked a hut on 
Antarctica. The curve of the Aleutians protected much of Alaska, 
but the five at Scotch Cap had no chance.

A 130-foot wave struck the lighthouse at 2:18 a.m, leaving  
nothing but the foundation of the reinforced concrete structure. 
Though scientists long thought the wave was due to the earth-
quake rupture, John Miller of the U.S. Geological Survey in Denver 
recently showed a mountain of rocks on the sea floor that appears 
to be from a massive underwater landslide. That slide might have 
created the giant wave that hit the lighthouse.

Memo to a disaster: The story of Coast Guardsmen Anthony 
Petit, Jack Colvin, Dewey Dykstra, Leonard Pickering, and Paul 
Ness is nearing 70 years old and is spotty. Enduring online is a 
memo to his superiors written by Coast Guard electrician Hoban 
Sanford, who was stationed on Unimak to maintain a radio  
direction-finding system.

Sanford was reading in his bunk early that April Fool’s  
morning in a building located on a terrace about 100 feet above  
the lighthouse.

“A severe earthquake was felt,” Sanford wrote. “The building 
creaked and groaned loudly. Objects were shaken from my locker 
shelf. Duration of the quake was approximately 30 to 35 seconds.”

Knowing he was stationed on an island of restless mountains 
that include the steaming white pyramid of Shishaldin, Sanford 
looked inland for the glow of a possible eruption. He saw nothing 
but stars.

Then, 20 minutes after feeling the first earthquake, “a second 
severe quake was felt. This one was shorter in duration (than the 
first), but harder.”

Minutes later, a wave struck Sanford’s quarters.
“At 0218 a terrible roaring sound was heard followed almost 

immediately by a very heavy blow against the side of the build-
ing and about three inches of water appeared in the galley  
recreation hall and passageway … I went to the control room and 

Continued on page 42
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wElCoME ABoArd F/V Ruff & Reddy by DANIEL MINTZ 

the F/V ruff & reddy is rigged for pot cod fishing and halibut and sablefish longlining in the out of Kodiak. derron ball photo

Radical rebuild keeps F/V Ruff & Reddy competitive in  
Gulf of Alaska fisheries

A whole
    new
      look

Kodiak resident Bill Jacobson experienced “a number of 
wonderful years” with his boat, the F/V Ruff & Reddy, 
and a drastic rebuild has ensured its performance into  

the future.
Jacobson, 69, bought the vessel in 1978 in Kodiak for $175,000 

with his fishing partner, Jack Hill, for shrimping, crabbing, and 
longlining. He described it as having “a basic Gulf shrimp boat 
design,” with an open bow and forward house.

After 30-odd years of operating the boat, Jacobson and Hill 
decided to pursue a near-complete reconstruction to enhance its 
competitiveness and versatility.

They enlisted the Oregon-based Fred Wahl Marine shipyard to 

do the job, and the decision to rebuild turned out to be sound.
“We thought we got a wonderful bargain – it was much cheaper 

than a comparable new boat,” Jacobson said.
Mostly new: The Ruff & Reddy’s transformation began by “cut-

ting everything off at deck level,” Jacobson said. The bow was then 
cut off just forward of the engine room bulkhead, and 11 feet of the 
stern was cut off behind the rudder post.

Everything that was removed was rebuilt new, with the boat 
widened from 22 feet to 30 feet. At about 88 feet, the length 
remained the same.

The newly built bow is modeled after a trawler design that 
Jacobson likes, with “a lot of flare on it,” he said.
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For over 40 years, Sitka Plant Manager Jerry Jacobs has 
provided Fine Fuels, Super Service and Quality Lubricants 
to Sitka customers. At Petro Marine, we have an entire 
team of people like Jerry who are dedicated to providing 
you with exceptional service from Kodiak to Ketchikan.

JERRY JACOBS KNOWS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE.

Family-owned in Alaska since 1959 PETRO 49 
c o m p a n i e s

Craig • Homer • Juneau • Soldotna • Ketchikan • Kodiak • Petersburg • Sitka • Skagway • Wrangell

Above left: Here’s how the F/V ruff & reddy 
looked prior to a major rebuild at the Fred 
Wahl Marine shipyard. Photo courtesy of  
bill Jacobson 

Center: the boat’s transformation began  
by “cutting everything off at deck level,”  
owner bill Jacobson said. the vessel also  
was widened from 22 feet to 30 feet. dee  
Mintonye photo 

Right: Lifting the house into place aboard the 
F/V ruff & reddy. dee Mintonye photo 

The former boat’s identity is barely 
noticeable now.

“It really ended up looking like a typical 
Fred Wahl-designed boat,” Jacobson said. 
“Looking at it, you wouldn’t know it was a 
rebuild of the old boat.”

The project took 6½ months to finish, 
and Jacobson noted the contributions of 
several marine specialists. Marine architect 
Hal Hockema of Seattle-based Hockema & 
Whalen Associates collaborated with Wahl 
on the boat’s design.

Tom Coffield, a former Newport, Oregon, 
shipyard owner, did all of the woodwork, 
salvaging, and cutting, and Joe Lamb of 
Newport rewired the entire boat.

The only things that didn’t change,  
Jacobson said, are the boat’s auxiliaries and 
its main, a 650-horsepower Cummins that 
he’s been using for almost a decade.

The rebuild is a highlight in a career  
that began with some assistance from a 
well-known Kodiak fisherman.

To Alaska: In the early 1970s, Jacobson 
was a business major at Oregon State  
University and came close to graduating. 
He didn’t know anything about commercial 
fishing but was an “avid outdoorsman,” 
and fishing had a stronger pull than the 
business world did.

Continued on page 24
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wElCoME ABoArd F/V Ruff & Reddy

The Homeport You’ve Been 
Waiting for Has No Waiting

KODIAK PORT AND HARBOR
Kodiak offers a shipyard, marine services, bi-weekly container 
ships and several convenient flights to Anchorage daily. With 
state-of-the-art moorage up to 200 ft. now available, the 
coffee’s hot and you’re always among friends in Kodiak.

Call or email Harbormaster 
Lon White 907-486-8080 or 

lwhite@city.kodiak.ak.us

Visit kodiakshipyard.com

Fred Wahl (gray shirt) explains to tom Coffield 
(red shirt) and skipper dan deLaurentis about 
the new wheelhouse. dee Mintonye photo

Fred Wahl on the job at his shipyard.  
dee Mintonye photo

Jacobson started out in Newport, where 
he was “fortunate enough” to work on a 
boat owned by a fisherman, Wilburn Hall, 
whom he described as “one of the leg-
endary developers of the Bering Sea king  
crab fishery.”

Jacobson was invited to work for Hall in 
Alaska, and the decision to go there was 
easy to make.

“I think we all wanted to come to Alaska 
when we were young,” he said.

After two years working for Hall,  
Jacobson became his partner, and they 
bought the F/V Atlantico in 1974. The two 
fishermen co-owned the vessel for 30 years 
before selling it, and for much of that time 
Jacobson simultaneously operated the Ruff 
& Reddy.

He retired from active fishing in the  
mid-1990s, taking complete ownership 
of the Ruff & Reddy shortly after the  
reconstruction project was finished.

It’s a “full-time Kodiak boat,” he 
said, with his skipper, Dan DeLaurentis,  
supervising its operation in Gulf of Alaska 
fisheries.

The vessel is outfitted for pot cod fishing 
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F/V Ruff & Reddy  
at a glance

Owner: Bill Jacobson

Vessel type: Pot and longline

Length and beam: 88 feet by 30 feet

Hull type: Steel

Engine: 650-horsepower Cummins

Year built: 1968

Rebuilder: Fred Wahl Marine
       Construction Inc.

Homeport: Kodiak

Manufacturers of  
Hydraulic Deck Equipment 

Commercial Vessel Dockside  
Conversions and Repairs

508 SE Butler Bridge Rd.
Toledo, Oregon 97391
Ph: 541.336.5593

THANK YOU
Bill, 

F/V Ruff & Reddy  
for choosing a 

Yaquina Crab Block

F/V ruff & reddy owner bill Jacobson, far left, with the crew: ismael Martinez, skipper dan 
deLaurentis, derron ball, and steven ball. dee Mintonye photo

and longlining for halibut and sablefish. 
During the summer months, the operation 
switches to salmon tendering for Ocean 
Beauty Seafoods in Prince William Sound.

Owning the catch: Jacobson’s transition 
off the ocean has been smooth.

“I’ve been very fortunate to have really, 
really good skippers,” he said. “I kind of 
ended up being a manager and doing a lot 
of hands-on work in the shipyard.”

In his decades in the commercial  
fishing industry, he’s also seen changes in 
fisheries management that he believes have 
been beneficial.

“The obvious change has been more  
regulations – and they’re good regula-
tions,” Jacobson said. “In most cases, it’s led  
to more ownership of the resource by  
fishermen.”

The American Fisheries Act, which allo-
cates pollock in the Bering Sea, affects Jacob-
son because he’s a partner in a trawl vessel 
operation. Alaska’s individual fishing quota 
system for halibut and sablefish has also 

emerged since Jacobson began his career, as 
well as Bering Sea crab rationalization.

Jacobson acknowledged that the new 
regulatory programs would have hindered 
the early momentum of his career had they 
been in place when he started.

“For sure, with rationalization it’s much 
more difficult and much more expensive to 
get into the industry,” he said. “I have some 
wonderful crewmen and skippers that are 
becoming owners, but it’s much tougher 
for them to go out and buy a boat and start 
fishing like we did.”  

CURRY MARINE

SCOTT GRAF
c: 541-961-3486    f: 541-336-7960
email: currymarine@newportnet.com

P.O. Box 699    Toledo, OR 97391

541-336-7955
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dECK TECH by LANGE SOLBERG

Italian-made MATE products are pumping up excitement
Pumps are a primary component of our business, supporting the 

arteries through which mission-critical fluids course. We most com-
monly rely on various flow control systems to move diesel, engine 
oil, seawater, and fresh water safely and efficiently throughout the 
vessel for a multitude of purposes. And the consequences, should 
one of our onboard pumps nosedive, could be fatal.

I recently was introduced to a line of pumps that has migrated 
into the United States from Europe over the past five years and 
is gaining traction in both the yacht 
and commercial marine sectors on 
the West Coast and in Alaska. MATE 
USA (a domestic division of Marco 
Europe) is producing perhaps the 
highest quality, compact, and afford-
able pumps available today, engi-
neered and constructed from scratch 
in Italy for 40 years. Marco is the 
leading pump brand in Europe and, 
if I had to guess, their pumps under 
the MATE USA flag will soon be fly-
ing out the doors of distributors in 
the domestic market.

Higher flow rates, smaller size: 
Why are MATE’s diesel, engine oil, 
and water pumps such a big deal?

For one, they boast higher flow 
rates combined with smaller physi-
cal footprints than competitors’ 
pumps. Motors are all rated at a 
minimum 2,000-hour brush life. 
They are price-competitive and don’t 
begin leaking at six to nine months 
into service like many other brands. 
And most of what MATE builds in 
Italy are PTFE or bronze gear pumps 
– they do not rely on degradable  
neoprene or nitrile impellers. Now, 
let’s look more in-depth at a couple of  
specific products.

MATE’s freshwater system pumps 
are your plug-and-play potable water movers, but they are built 
heavier duty and full of more standardized features compared 
to the competition. Ranging from 2.6 to 10.5 gallons per minute, 
all pumps will run on both 12 and 24 volts. They are self-priming 
with PTFE gears and variable-speed electronic control – constant  
control of pressure, current, and voltage; a gradual adjustment 
automatically by the motor to reach required flow rates; and 
no impellers. The housing is nickel-plated brass and the shaft is 
stainless steel. The motor will not allow itself to self-destruct. It 
allows a maximum of four restarts if it senses trouble in the power  
supply or can’t find fresh water in the system – and a blue LED 
light on the outside indicates an empty tank. Furthermore, for 
this reason, MATE says you don’t even need a fuse – the motor 
is fully protected against short circuits and overloads. Finally, its  

physical footprint, compared to equivalent-
capacity pumps from other manufacturers, is 
substantially smaller.

MATE’s diesel and antifreeze transfer 
pumps are known all over the world for 
their ruggedness and long service life. With helical bronze gears 
doing the dirty work, the pump is self-priming and maintains an 
extremely consistent pressure with a high-speed motor. Engine oil 

transfer pumps are similar to the 
diesel workhorses but come stan-
dard with a low-speed motor for 
higher viscosity fluid.

Yet perhaps one of the most  
versatile products that MATE offers 
combines two worlds in a diesel 
transfer pump with an electronic 
sensor. This sensor detects the vis-
cosity and temperature of the fluid 
being transferred and adjusts the 
speed of the motor accordingly. 
What does this mean? I can buy a 
diesel transfer pump with built-in 
sensor and, although it is built with 
a high-speed motor by default, it can 
be used across multiple fluids and 
viscosities. How slick is that?

More pumps, and horns too: In 
addition to what I’ve highlighted, 
MATE offers a full line of Italian- 
stallion, fluid-moving solutions – full 
engine oil change systems, reversing 
pumps with integrated switches for 
fuel and engine oil transfers, 110V 
and 220V transfer pumps, bilge and 
saltwater pumps and, believe it or 
not, sky-shattering boat horns and 
hailers. All built, from conception to 
shrink wrap, in Italy.

MATE’s parent company, Marco, 
has been doing business in Europe 

for 40 years and is poised to perform very well in the U.S. market. 
From high-end Italian yachts to government patrol boats and oil 
vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, these pumps are in high demand. 
Warranty claims per part number are in the single digits annually, 
and word on the street says that the president of Marco, Giovanni 
Franceschini, will personally inspect any returned pumps.

It’s reassuring to see a bulletproof product that hasn’t been  
outsourced, even for certain components, faring so well across  
all marine industry sectors, including one as heavy duty and 
demanding as our own. Look them up online at MATE-usa.com.

Lange Solberg works in commercial sales at LFS Marine Supplies in  
Bellingham and is a third-generation Bristol Bay skipper. He has also 
seined in Southeast Alaska and gillnetted in Puget Sound.
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by MICHEL DROUINBrITISH ColUMBIA
Namu cleanup gets going; roe herring season disappoints

Cannery cleanup: It looks like the cleanup at remote Namu on 
British Columbia’s central coast has started.

The virtually abandoned cannery site, established in 1893 and 
once the home to 400 cannery workers, has been falling further and 
further into ruin since it was shut down in the 1970s.

Much of the once vibrant village was built on pilings over the 
water with boardwalks connecting industrial, residential, and 
recreational buildings and a school. 
Much of the wooden infrastructure 
has been collapsing.

The local Heiltsuk First Nation 
has been concerned about the site 
for years, particularly over fuel  
tanks, batteries, asbestos, and other 
materials getting into the water.

More recently, the moored derelict 
freighter Chilcotin Princess has been 
a concern with fears that it would 
sink and cause major contamination 
from an oil spill.

Canada’s Coast Guard started an 
operation March 13 to remove oil 
from the Chilcotin Princess, and the 
province has ordered the current 
owners of the property to initiate a 
cleanup onshore.

      
Trawler visit: I ran into veteran 

trawl fisherman Reg Richards in 
Prince Rupert in mid-March.

Reg and his crew were working on 
their net while tied off for weather.

He ties up his trawler, the E.J. Safa-
rik, at the former Ocean Fisheries 
Royal plant dock. That’s where we 
tie up the scientific survey vessel I’ve 
been working on this year – the ex-seiner Ocean Royal.

Reg showed me how he reads the Scanmar trawl sensors while 
he’s trawling for rockfish. He said the sensors help him keep the 
net off the bottom.

While we were talking, he mentioned that he’d heard that  
herring fishing down south wasn’t too great.

      
Herring update: Everybody knows the glory days of roe  

herring fishing in B.C. with million-dollar sets and paper bags full 
of $100 bills are over. But the 2015 season, which started with a 
big quota increase over 2014, was still disappointing for fishermen  
and processors.

The B.C. roe herring quota was 37,200 short tons, nearly twice 
the 19,900 tons allocated in 2014.

The season opened Feb. 28 with seine and gillnet fisheries on 
B.C.’s south coast. Even though some of the first seine catches 
were good by numbers of fish, after the first spawn happened, the  
average size of the fish and roe percentage dropped.

With the south coast season winding 
down in the third week of March, the seine  
fishery closed March 18. The validated catch 
for the seine fishery was 8,723 tons of the 
15,440-ton quota.

The estimated gillnet catch was approximately 3,950 tons of the 
13,975-ton quota. The fishery was still open as of March 19.

Controversy continued to haunt 
B.C.’s roe herring fishery as it did  
in 2014.

In January, First Nations on the 
west coast of Vancouver Island and 
on Haida Gwaii (formerly the Queen 
Charlotte Islands) applied for injunc-
tions against proposed commercial 
fisheries there. The First Nations 
claimed that stocks did not warrant 
commercial openings.

On Feb. 27, a federal court justice 
dismissed the application for an 
injunction against the west coast of 
Vancouver Island fishery. In the end, 
the planned fishery was called off 
due to poor quality fish.

The Haida Nation won their 
injunction against a planned  
fishery and on March 20, the Heilt-
suk Nation on B.C.’s central coast 
declared it would not allow a  
fishery this year to allow weak stocks 
to rebuild.

On the north coast, planned seine 
fisheries in Kitkatla and gillnet fish-
eries north of Prince Rupert were 
expected to proceed.

      
Training opportunity: B.C.’s Fish SAFE program recently 

announced grant funding that can cover much of the cost of train-
ing in such areas as marine emergency duties, radio operations, 
stability, first aid, and more.

The grant is available to fish buyers, vessel owners, and self-
employed individuals.

Fish SAFE is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year. Since its 
inception, fishing-related fatalities and serious injuries have been 
reduced significantly. The organization said its programs, such as 
Safest Catch, have been recognized as the model for advancing 
fishing safety and are now being expanded to Canada’s east coast.

Gina McKay, program manager and the driving force behind 
Fish SAFE since its start, was set to retire at the 10th anniversary 
celebration on March 25.

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry 
since 1990.

the crew of the E.J. safarik working on their trawl net in 
Prince rupert. Michel drouin photo
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MId-CoAST rEporT by KATIE WILSON

Seine gear could become fact of life on Columbia River
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Gillnet alternatives: Even though John Kitzhaber is no longer in 
office as Oregon’s governor, his plan to gradually phase out the use 
of commercial gillnet gear on the Columbia River is still moving 
forward – along with plans to continue testing the use of seines.

Officials with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife in 
mid-March said boats outfitted with purse and beach seines could 
be a part of the regular commercial fleet this season. Last year, such 
boats did operate on the river, but only as a test. Any wild salmon 
killed in the course of regular fishing operations were taken as 
“research impacts” and not counted against the rest of the com-
mercial salmon fishermen. This year, that will likely change, and 
impacts by seine boats would count for the rest of the fishery.

But details had not been finalized as the salmon season-setting 
process known as North of Falcon continued into April.

ODFW officials say much of the uncertainty has to do with a 
debate over numbers – specifically, mortality numbers related 
to purse and beach seines in prior years. One Washington  
Department of Fish and Wildlife official called the initial numbers 
“unsustainable.”

Currently, there are several different versions of those num-
bers floating around, and until the states and fishery managers  
determine which numbers they are going to use, it is almost  
impossible to figure out what a season with seine gear will look 
like, ODFW said.

      
El Niño year after all: After months (and months) of  

speculation, in mid-March, NOAA finally announced a weak 
El Niño, an ocean-atmospheric phenomenon that brings with it  

warmer-than-average sea surface temperatures 
in the central Pacific Ocean near the equator.

Though the strength of this El Niño is weak, 
it will likely have some effect on Oregon and 
Washington’s weather and perhaps on its fish 
throughout the year. However, bigger changes also appear to be  
at work.

Scientists and forecasters are well-acquainted with shifting  
climate patterns – the short-term El Niños and the longer-term 
patterns like the Pacific Decadal Oscillation. Both herald warm-
er water as well as fewer cold-water upwellings, which bring  
nutrients and food to the surface. These patterns mean fewer  
nutrients and less food for fish and marine mammals.

But last year and this winter and spring are different.
A mass of warm water – “the Blob” – persists off the West Coast 

and recently merged with another, similar mass that formed off 
the Gulf of Alaska. While these blobs meant humans in the Pacific 
Northwest got to enjoy a pleasant summer last year and an almost 
non-existent winter, those warms spots were later found to have 
low plankton production.

“What it means is there is not much out there to eat, and that 
can’t be good for anybody – salmon included,” Bill Thompson, 
senior scientist with the National Marine Fisheries Service in  
Newport, told The Oregonian in March.

      
Boatyard reprieve: A boatyard operated by the Port of Astoria 

will remain open – for now.
The port had planned to close the dry-dock facility on the port’s 

Pier 3 property by April 1, citing ongoing environmental concerns 
and a notification from the Oregon Department of Environmen-
tal Quality to adhere to corrective action requirements because 
of ongoing water contamination issues. But critics of the port’s  
decision believed it also to be a strategic move, clearing more space 
for profitable log and cargo operations on the pier.

Other than a smaller dry-dock facility at the Port of Ilwaco across 
the Columbia River, boat owners – commercial or recreational – 
have no place nearby where they can haul out and work on their 
boats themselves.

After local newspapers broke word of the port’s impending deci-
sion, boat owners and commercial fishermen quickly rallied, even 
forming a Facebook community page: “Save Our Boatyard – SOB 
at Astoria, Oregon.”

They also gathered a crowd to attend a port meeting in March. 
The crowd, made up primarily of boatyard supporters, filled the 
main conference room and spilled into nearby hallways, according 
to reports by The Daily Astorian. After taking public testimony, the 
port commissioners and staff decided not to close the boatyard in 
April and opted instead to form a committee to look at ways the 
port can improve how the boatyard operates and examine where it 
could best be located if it moves.

Now, people are cautiously optimistic.
“The Port of Astoria Commission finally responded to boaters 

and businesses after an army of taxpayers paid a visit to them  
last Tuesday night,” a March 20 post on the Facebook page said. 
“While we may take a breath and give a sigh of relief for this 
stay of execution, is it only temporary in hopes the voices will  
grow silent?”

Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook Observer in Long Beach,  
Washington.
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SoUTHErN ClIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Dungeness catch data shows central region’s dominance
Central supply: Dungeness crab fishermen already know the 

central California region was the place to be for the 2014-15 season. 
And if there were ever any doubts, the first round of hard numbers 
should dispel them.

After clearing a backlog of uncollected data from charter boat 
logs, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife finally tabulated 
Dungeness catch and value totals through December.

Most of the catch is landed within the first several weeks of  
crabbing, so the first round of numbers gives a good indication of 
the overall season. Total landings through December amounted 
to 13 million pounds, compared to last year’s total of 12 million 
pounds for the same time period.

The season began Nov. 15 in the state’s central region south of 
the Mendocino-Sonoma county line, while the northern region’s 
season started on Dec. 1. And the second half of November saw the 
bulk of the landings – 9 million pounds.

In Eureka, 1 million pounds were landed in December, which is 
half of last year’s total for the month. Crescent City’s landings also 
totaled 1 million pounds, a third of last year’s haul.

Last year’s statewide total was 16 million pounds, valued at $52 
million. The central region again dominated the catch, accounting 
for about 10 million pounds.

But prices rose higher this season, with landings through  
December showing a total value of $47 million.

      
Fishing for support: In a turnaround from the past, Eureka’s 

fishing industry is getting support from city government, but key 
pieces of fishing-related infrastructure are still missing.

An audience that included city of Eureka and Harbor District 
officials got that message at a late March event that featured Ken 
Bates, the vice president of the Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing 
Association.

He said infrastructure that supports commercial fishing –  
particularly cold storage – is essential. It’s a message that could 
translate into action because in Eureka, city officials are paying 
attention to the industry’s needs.

Bates recounted past history of city actions that favored visitor-
serving development over commercial fishing. But, he said, Eureka 
has, in the last decade, “turned around its policy” and launched 
supportive projects.

The $3.2 million Fisherman’s Terminal facility, which includes 
a loading dock and processing areas, has been in operation for 
almost three years.

In partnership with Humboldt County, 
the city responded to an emergency spurred 
by the closure of the Eureka Ice and Cold 
Storage facility by building a 30-ton flake ice 
plant adjacent to the Pacific Choice Seafoods 
processing facility.

But Eureka can’t serve its fishermen sin-
gle-handedly because fishermen move from 
port to port to maximize their catches.

“The bigger picture is to make sure that 
ports up and down the coast don’t continue 
to lose fishing infrastructure,” Bates said.

Loss and potential loss of infrastructure 
in Fort Bragg has generally undercut com-
mercial fishing, he continued. The city lost 

its fuel dock a few years ago, making the 
fleet dependent on logistically challenging  
truck deliveries.

“A simple thing like loss of a fuel dock has 
much reduced the viability of Fort Bragg as a 
fishing port,” Bates said.

Fort Bragg is also in danger of losing its ice plant, and “the city 
and the Harbor District don’t have the financial horsepower to step 
in and do the kinds of projects that we’ve been fortunate enough to 
do in Eureka,” he said.

Eureka’s flake ice project is considered an interim measure. Bates 
is a member of a committee that’s working with Eureka officials to 
establish a cold storage facility on the city’s waterfront. He said that 
wherever cold storage is available, the fishing industry expands.

Bates added that Eureka was once an albacore tuna port, but 
without a cold storage facility, tuna landings have dwindled to 76 
tons a year for the entire Northern California region.

He also described his group’s request to the city of Eureka to 
update its Local Coastal Program for the Woodley Island Marina 
area. In the wake of the county Harbor District’s recent proposal 
to establish an RV park on Woodley Island, zoning has become a 
highly watched issue for local fishermen.

The goal of the coastal plan update is to “secure the long-term 
viability of the fishing fleet,” Bates said, and to “treat the upland 
area of the Woodley Island Marina like a public park.”

The presentation was sponsored by the Humboldt Bay  
Harbor Working Group, which promotes waterfront economic 
development.

      
Drought update: California’s drought anxiety ratcheted up 

when the state’s “rain year” ended on April 1. As of late March, the 
state’s snow pack was 9 percent of normal, a record low.

The Sierra Nevada mountains were all but snow-free two weeks 
before the end of March, and Central Valley rainfall remained far 
below normal, leaving the Sacramento River running low and slow.

With the river at a weak ebb, U.S. Department of Fish and  
Wildlife managers decided to truck juvenile Chinook salmon from 
the Coleman National Fish Hatchery to the river’s estuary – the 
second straight year that’s been done.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and  
natural resources industries for more than a decade.
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FISH FACTor by LAINE WELCH

Your input wanted on new safety requirements for old boats
Volunteers invited: Volunteers are needed to help craft new safety 

rules being written for older boats, which comprise the bulk of Alas-
ka’s fishing vessels.

The Alternate Compliance Safety Program is part of the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 2010 and is aimed at vessels that will be 
25 years old by 2020, that are greater than 50 feet in length, and that 
operate beyond three nautical miles.

The program will cover most of Alaska’s fishing fleet. A 2014 mar-
itime study by the Juneau-based McDowell Group shows the major-
ity of Alaska’s boats were built between 1970 and 1989.

“The requirements won’t become mandatory until Jan. 1 of 2020 
for most vessels. However, the Coast Guard needs to prescribe 
the program by Jan. 1 of 2017,” said Troy Rentz, alternate safety  
compliance coordinator for the Coast Guard’s 13th District.

Right now, safety teams are compiling data on losses from  
fishing fatalities, injuries, and vessel sinkings, Rentz said, and 
from that they will evaluate the risks based on the various regions  
and fisheries.

“That is going to have a big influence on these programs 
because we know that each fishery has different gear and risks in  
different operating environments specific to what they are doing,” 
Rentz said.

And that’s where vessel volunteers come in.
“We’re looking for volunteer vessels where we could get on board 

and talk about what their best practices are for preventing casual-
ties from collisions or falls overboard, for instance,” Rentz said. 
“We have some pretty good ideas, and we want to talk with vessel  
owners about things that have been recommended and see if it’s 
something that would be effective for their particular fishery and 
operating area.”

In fact, a congressional requirement of the 
new safety compliance program, Rentz said, 
is that it be developed in cooperation with  
the industry.

“We want people to feel like this is their 
program, not the Coast Guard’s program,” he 
said. “It is a cooperative program that is specific to what they are 
doing and their operations.”

Between now and early 2016, safety planners will be meeting 
with regional work groups and fishing stakeholders to decide what 
the actual compliance requirements will be. Then they are set to be  
written up and in place by 2017, giving fishing operators three years 
to comply.

Other safety compliance deadlines are happening faster: By Oct. 
15 of this year, mandatory dockside vessel exams take effect. The 
requirement for survival craft that remove all parts of the body from 
the water has been extended to Feb. 16, 2016.

Contact Rentz at troy.rentz@uscg.mil.
      

Home shopping: Print your licenses at home and go fishing!
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s revamped Online 

Store is the place to go for fishing (and hunting) licenses, and it now 
offers two new features.

“Fishermen, both sport and commercial, can now print their 
licenses at home. They can purchase it online, immediately print it, 
and go out fishing,” said Michelle Kaelke, licensing supervisor for 
the department.

Another new feature is the ability for the public to purchase more 
than one license in one transaction.

“Fish processors and captains can purchase their licenses for all 
their crew members. Families can also buy 
licenses for the whole family through just 
one transaction,” the department said in a 
March 31 press release.

All transactions are followed up with an 
email with licenses attached for future use or 
printings.

The department knows people will appre-
ciate the easy new system, Kaelke said,  
adding that she does too.

“Getting this information right away, we 
can know what our license sales are, and we 
don’t have to sit and enter paper licenses 
into our system. That can be really difficult 
because people don’t always have the best 
handwriting,” she said with a laugh. “Now 
we can immediately have the statistics, and 
it’s far more accurate, and we can quickly get 
it out to our managers.”

Future plans include electronic licenses 
to be sold at local vendors and the abil-
ity to purchase and display licenses on your 
mobile device.

“We’re hoping that the Legislature this 
year will give us the ability to allow people 
to carry licenses on their cell phone and 
mobile devices,” Kaelke said.

Find the Online Store at adfg.alaska.gov/
store.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper 
column and produces Alaska Fish Radio out  
of Kodiak.

INLET FISH PRODUCERS
Committed to Quality

Buyers of Alaskan Salmon in Cook Inlet and Prince William Sound since 1987.

Proud supporters of independent Alaska fishermen and their families.

We would like to thank all of our fishermen for their support and look forward to 
seeing you on the fishing grounds for the 2015 season.

Accepting new fishermen in Cook Inlet and Prince William Sound.
Attractive fleet insurance rates available.

Contact Jason@inletfish.com or call (907) 299-9008, (907) 283-9275.

Inlet Fish Producers, Inc. 
PO Box 114, Kenai, AK 99611
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usually is a springtime mashup, with the 
nearly 50 seine boats battling one another for 
blockbuster hauls of the roe-rich fish.

This season, however, saw a much more 
congenial affair as the fleet elected to fish as a 
cooperative, apparently in response to a poor roe market. By fish-
ing cooperatively, seiners could save expenses by using fewer boats 
to take this season’s relatively small quota.

The season opened March 18, and 
herring with good roe quality appar-
ently weren’t too hard to find as the co-
op methodically took the full quota of 
8,712 tons by March 25.

      
Fast king season: The Southeast 

Alaska winter troll fishery closed on 
March 25, the earliest closure on record. 
The previous mark was April 9 in 2005.

Trollers enjoyed above average catch 
rates and were able to rapidly reach the 
guideline harvest level, or quota, said  
Pattie Skannes, troll management  
biologist for the Department of Fish 
and Game.

State records as of March 28 indicat-
ed 49,453 king salmon had been landed 
by 405 permit holders. Many of the 
kings were taken in District 113, which 
encompasses the highly productive  
Sitka Sound area.

Prices were strong again this season,  
at times exceeding $10 a pound. The  
average price through the season  

was $8.68 a pound. The prices were similar to those of the  
previous season.

The winter troll fishery is a special and often overlooked  
harvest, supplying premium fresh salmon during the months 
opposite summer, when most of Alaska’s salmon is taken. 

      
Salmon driving: Alaska State Troopers issued the following 

press release on an enforcement case involving a commercial seine 
boat in Southeast waters.

“On Feb. 11, 2015, Nina Alber, 52, of Cordova, permit hold-
er aboard the F/V Leading Lady, entered a guilty plea in Sitka  
District Court to one count of driving salmon from closed waters. 
The plea was part of a pre-trial agreement through the Sitka District 
Attorney’s Office. Alber was fined $3,000 with $1,000 suspended 
and ordered to pay $35,000 in restitution for illegally taken fish and 
placed on probation for one year. Charges against vessel operator 
Louie Alber were dismissed as part of the agreement. The charges 
stemmed from a July 2013 offense where crew on the F/V Leading 
Lady were documented driving salmon out of closed waters near 
Hidden Falls hatchery.”

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

Sockeye forecast: The Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
has made a significant downward adjustment to the Bristol Bay 
sockeye salmon harvest forecast. The new projection is 37.6 million 
fish, 900,000 fewer than the department initially said.

Still, the forecast is a huge one. Only the 1995 and 1993 seasons 
saw catches larger than this year’s projected harvest.

The department said it lowered the forecast due to an update of 
escapement goals.

The Bristol Bay fishery gets rolling in late June and peaks around 
the Fourth of July.

Last year’s catch was 28.8 million sockeye.
Despite the large forecast, many fishermen seem apprehensive 

about the upcoming season. A big catch coupled with high sockeye 
inventory levels could crimp ex-vessel prices.

      
Processor crunch? If Bristol Bay sockeye do pour in as  

expected, processors might not buy all the fish. That could mean 
the imposition of delivery limits on fishermen.

The Department of Fish and Game in March released the  
results of a survey of the bay’s 14 major sockeye processors. These 
processors accounted for 99 percent of all the sockeye purchased 
last year in Bristol Bay, and all responded to the survey.

The survey looked at factors including daily processing capacity, 
tender fleet capacity, and purchase plans in the Ugashik District.

“The results of this survey found the 2015 Bristol Bay total 
intended purchases of 35.5 million fish is approximately 2.1 million 
fish (6 percent) lower than the forecast harvest of 37.6 million fish,” 
the department said.

The survey report is posted at tinyurl.com/qzek7cl.
      

Sitka herring wrapup: The Sitka Sound herring fishery  

by WESLEY LOYAlASKA NoTEBooK
Huge Bristol Bay catch expected – can processors handle it?

Above average catch rates, strong fishing effort, and decent weather led to the earliest  
closure date ever for the southeast Alaska winter troll fishery. Annina Giezendanner photo
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lETTEr FroM UNAlASKA by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

A crab and cod convergence; pollock dog, anyone?
Wild winter: It’s been a hectic season for pot boats and  

processors in Unalaska. They’ve been splitting their efforts between 
bairdi Tanner crab, which opened with its highest quota in 22 
years, and Pacific cod. Normally, cod would be the focus by late 
March, but offloads of both species were still pouring into town. 
About 1.5 million pounds of bairdi crab remained up for harvest in 
the western Aleutian Islands, and odds were that some would be 
left in the water.

      
Arctic oil heats up: The pieces are falling into place for  

Royal Dutch Shell to drill in the Arctic this summer. Shell’s offshore 
leases survived a legal challenge brought by environmentalists and 
Native communities along the Chukchi Sea coast. Now, regulators 
at the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management can start combing 
through Shell’s exploration plans and permits.

In the meantime, Shell has sent its Arctic drill rigs to Alaska, 
and a handful of spill response vessels – including the custom-
built Nanuq – are already parked around the state. The Arctic 
Challenger spill response barge is undergoing tests farther south 
in Bellingham, Washington. The barge is used to deploy Shell’s 
dome-shaped spill containment system, which federal inspectors 
said was “crushed like a beer can” during trials in 2012.

Those problems and persistent sea ice on Shell’s drilling sites 
kept the Arctic fleet tied up in Unalaska for weeks in 2012 – right in 
the middle of the pollock B season. The port was packed, with 100 
more vessel calls than usual at the municipal dock.

There’s been a lot of back and forth between Unalaska’s marine 

pilots, port staff, and Shell about managing 
that traffic. The company has agreed to anchor 
its drill rigs outside a popular pathway for 
barges. And they’ve also promised cleaner 
operations, compared to 2012, when an Arctic 
rig quietly discharged oily wastewater into a local bay.

      
A different kind of exploration: There are no drilling rigs in the 

region yet, but the Arctic already is playing host to the newly built 
R/V Sikuliaq. It’s a 261-foot floating lab outfitted with cutting-edge 
ice samplers, a submarine, and tools for analyzing everything from 
the diversity of fish species to the conductivity of seawater.

The Sikuliaq also has a reinforced hull and rotating (Z-drive) 
propulsion system for plowing through young sea ice. (That’s the 
origin of the vessel’s name – Sikuliaq is an Inupiaq word meaning 
“young sea ice.”) The crew started testing those capabilities at the 
edge of the Bering Sea ice pack in March.

The National Science Foundation spent more than $200  
million to build the vessel for operation by the University of  
Alaska Fairbanks. Construction took place at a shipyard in  
Wisconsin and ran a year longer than expected. Once it was finished, 
the ship crew kicked off an epic journey through the Great Lakes and 
south via the Panama Canal, with stops in Massachusetts, Hawaii,  
and Guam.

In late winter, the vessel made the first of many anticipated 
port calls in Unalaska. But the plan is to stay out on the water as  
much as possible, giving scientists the chance to start unraveling 
long-held questions about the way the Arctic ecosystem works.

      
Frankly, my dear: It sounds like the setup to a bad joke: Take 

an Icelandic fishing captain, an empty factory, and a pile of  
pollock. What do you get? If Capt. Kristjan Laxfoss is right, the 
answer could be economic stimulus for a remote community in the 
Pribilof Islands.

It’s been about a decade since St. George lost its crab-processing 
business. But nothing has taken its place – even after the region’s 
community development quota group built a new fish-handling 
plant on the island.

In January, Laxfoss won first place in the Aleutian Marketplace 
business competition with his idea to manufacture hot dogs made 
from smoked pollock at the vacant plant on St. George.

Captain K’s Fish Franks are based on a recipe that Laxfoss’ 
mother used to make when he was growing up in Iceland. Laxfoss 
didn’t have any samples to share when I visited him this winter in 
Unalaska.

“I had a stuffer, but I lent it to the dentist here in town,”  
Laxfoss said.

While he waited for the equipment to find its way back,  
Laxfoss said he was also keeping an eye out for investors. Time is of  
the essence: St. George’s mayor, Pat Pletnikoff, said it’s getting 
harder to make ends meet without a source of jobs and revenue on 
the island.

“We think the next couple of years are going to be extremely  
critical for our community, given the state’s pronouncement on 
budget cuts,” Pletnikoff said. “It’s going to be important for us to 
think about getting something going on St. George.”

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB in Unalaska.



 www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  £  mAY 2015  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  33

What’s New “What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.  
Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.

GARWARe-WALL ROPes LTd. (UsA)
Plateena Purse Line
Based on the need for a lighter, thinner and 
vastly more abrasion resistant Purse line, gWRL 
developed the Plateena Purse Line (PPSL) 
in 2010.

Using a unique construction of UhMPE fibres, it has proven highly 
successful with fishermen desiring small diameter, excellent wear, 
and speedy hauling.

Now gWRL offers an improved version in the PPSLh to withstand 
the high pressure on the rope when using sheaves to keep the line 
round and allow it to be hauled in fast and efficiently. The jacket  
retains high abrasion resistant qualities and the PurseLine is now  
suitable for use in either drum winch or sheaves.

www.garwareropes.com  •  gwrlusa@garwareropes.com
Phone: (253) 564-0217  •  Tacoma, WA

PACIFIC MARIne POWeR
Volvo Penta Marine Products added  
to our Lineup
Recently appointed as a new Volvo Penta  
Authorized Power Center, Pacific Marine   

Power now offers the full range of Volvo Penta diesel and gasoline  
marine engines, generator sets, and controls to customers through- 
out Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Alaska. 

Initial marine engine orders have already exceeded Pacific’s  
expectations, including orders for the Inboard Performance System 
(IPS) 350 – 1200 engines that have forward-facing, steerable  
propulsion units. They provide up to 900 hP for better acceleration 
and extended operating ranges.

Volvo Penta marine generator sets are powered by the D5 – D16 
Series engines, which offer decreased fuel consumption and longer 
service intervals.

www.PacificMarinePower.com
(253) 259-3243  •  Ridgefield, WA

fuelxx® FsC
Increase fuel economy.  
Reduce emissions.
With diesel engines supporting every facet of 
our economy, how much are you spending on 

diesel? The fuelxx® Fuel State Controller (FSC) is a patented device 
that increases the efficiency of any diesel engine while improving 
fuel performance and reducing emissions.

Deadliest Catch Captain, Scott Campbell Jr., of the Seabrooke,  
recently said, “Compared to last year, our trip sheet records show an 
average savings of 100 gallons per day with fuelxx® – we just couldn’t 
pass up an opportunity like that!”

This proven technology has extensive field validation utilizing  
numerous environments: marine, power generation, trucking  
and agriculture. 

www.innovativegreentech.com
Phone: (480) 214-9790  •  Scottsdale, AZ

LIVInG In PAnAMA
Winter in Panama!
Tired of renting in hawaii for the off-season? 
Ready to buy?  There’s still affordable beach 
property in Puerto Armuelles, Panama.

We have lived in Puerto Armuelles for the past 8 years.  A wonder-
ful place to live, relax, play – and invest. 

The new highway to town is almost finished.  Investors and retirees 
are just now “discovering” this charming beach town. Come check it 
out for yourself.

This off-season: surf, snorkel, sail, rest and let your body heal in the 
warm tropical sunshine of Puerto Armuelles.  You may decide to stay.  

- betsy and reyn, Panama Experts

www.livinginpanama.com/info
(206) 734-4778 (USA)  •  (507) 851-0332 (Panama)

WORK WeAR, InC.
New Ballard Showroom:  
2419 NW Market Steet

Seattle, Wash.-based Work Wear, Inc. 
has been supplying the North Pacific  

commercial fishing industry with quality work clothing since 1985. 
Today, Work Wear, Inc. serves a wide variety of industrial  

customers, including several of the largest seafood companies in the  
United States.

Work Wear, Inc. imports and distributes commercial work wear, 
including coveralls, freezer suits, flame resistant clothing, high  
visibility outerwear, and rain gear. We also offercustomers embroi-
dery and silk screening services, which customize commercial work 
wear, promotional clothing, and a variety of specialty items.

workwearinc.com  •  info@workwearinc.com  •  (206) 522-5791

VITsAB UsA
Time Temperature Indicators
The FDA is requiring time/temperature  
monitors on ROP/MAP packed fresh sea-
food. These devices are called TTIs (Time  

Temperature Indicators).  
Vitsab designs and builds simple to use and easy to read, custom-

izable product freshness/safety labels called Smart TTIs. These smart 
TTIs make it easy for you to monitor products requiring refrigera-
tion from the time they are manufactured/processed, until they are  
delivered to their destination. 

Vitsab TTIs are FDA hACCP approved and cost about $0.50 each.  
They can provide you with a sample hACCP rewrite and help you  
become FDA hACCP compliant.

www.vitsab.com  •  jeff.desrosiers@vitsab.com
(207) 210-1753  •  Portland, ME
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Professional services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve
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Black Pearl IFQ Fisheries ...............................................................39
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Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Juneau & Sitka: 
Late April through early May 

Ketchikan, Wrangell & Petersburg: 
Mid-June

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling expenses for  
the following dates:

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

SEAL CONTROL
Regulated explosive pest control

devices for commercial fishermen with  
ATF User Permit #5400

and Wildlife Control Statement.  

Questions/Brochure:  
California Seal Control Corporation

Phone: (310) 831-5516
Email: ca.sealcontrol@gmail.com

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

  Need repairs?  
Get back on the  
water fast with Foss.
  Call Carl Smith  
at 206.281.4731  
or 206.953.5615  
or email at  
casmith@foss.com.

Marine Transportation Services • Harbor Services 
Engineering and Shipyard Services • Liner Barge Services

www.foss.com/shipyards

BOATBUILDING
SEINE SKIFFS
UTILITY SKIFFS
GILLNETTERS
WORK BOATS
CUSTOM BUILDS

VESSEL UPGRADES
AND REPAIRS

CONVERSIONS
TOP HOUSES

REPOWERS
BULWARKS
PPLUMBING
INTERIORS

FIBERGLASS

FABRICATION
HATCH COVERS
DECK EQUIPMENT
BOOMS
MASTS
RIGGING

BOATBUILDING
REPAIR
FABRICATION

SEATTLE, WA
206.953.7676

SNOWBOATBUILDING.COM



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $27K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $15K
KODIAK SEINE .................................WANTED
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $37K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALmoN 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $225K
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................... $70K
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $160K 
AREA M SET ........................................ $50K
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $160K
BBAY SET......................................$98K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $298K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $205K 
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $43K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $230K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $70K
POWER TROLL ..................................... $41K
HAND TROLL ........................................ $12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $28K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ......................... $225K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ............................. $50K 
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $35K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ......................................N/A
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $75K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $25K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ............. $300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER ...................................... $125
CAL TROLL/42’ .................................... $15K

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# "C" SE BCOD BLKD @ WANTED

2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25
ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED

9,000# "C" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2094m – 52' SEAMASTER COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED 
FOR LONGLINE, SHRIMP POT AND TROLL. GMC 8V71 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC 509 GEAR, MMC CONTROLS, ISUZU 20KW AUX, 
15 TON BLAST SYSTEM. SALMON GURDIES, CRAB BLOCK 
ON ARTICULATING DAVIT, BOOM W/WINCH, FULL ALUMINUM  
SHELTER DECK. FURUNO RADAR, 2 FURUNO SOUNDERS,  
WESMAR SONAR, FURUNO GPS, NOBELTEC, COMNAV PILOT. 
READY FOR THE NEW SEASON. $550K.

p2000m – 58 X 16 TOPHOUSE FROSTAD, 8V71 GMC MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 3 STATION HYD STEERING, 3500 GAL 
FUEL, 700 WATER. PACKS 80K IN SLUSH IN 3 INSULATED, 
GLASSED HOLDS. BOOM W/TOPPING AND VANGING. ELEC-
TRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO RADAR, RAYTHEON SOUNDER, 
ECHOTEC PLOTTER, FURUNO GPS, WAGNER MK IV PILOT. 
CURRENTLY SET UP FOR LONGLINE. EASY CONVERSION TO 
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. BIG GALLEY. STATEROOMS 
IN CABIN AND TOPHOUSE. JUST ADD YOUR GEAR AND GO. 
PRICED TO MOVE NOW @ $99K. 

p2050m – 4 X 16.2 COMBO, GMC 8V71 MAIN, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 30KW ISUZU, JUNES CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING 
DAVIT, COILER, BAIT CHOPPER, SPRAY BRINE RSW. ACCOMO-
DATIONS FOR 7, WITH 5 BERTHS IN FOCSLE AND 2 BERTH 
STATEROOM, HEAD W/SHOWER, ELECTRIC GALLEY. COMNAV 
PILOT, JRC SOUNDER, 4 GPS, 36 AND 72 MILE RADARS, VHF’S, 
SSB, SAT PHONE. REDUCED TO $229K.

p2142m – 1989 JUMBO WEGLEY, 903 CUMMINS MAIN GIVES 
10 KNOT CRUISE/15 TOPS, IMS 7.5TON RSW, ALUMINUM 
FLUSH DECK AND HATCHES, COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
VERY WELL MAINTAINED BY ORIGINAL OWNER. REDUCED 
TO $225K.

p2121m – 58 DELTA COMBO, LOW HOURS ON CAT 3408T 
REBUILT IN 2011, 65KW JOHN DEERE W/35/25 HYD, 20KW 
ISUZU, 30 TON CUSTOM RSW W/40 TON TITANIUM CHILLER. 
PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL 
UPDATED WITH LOTS OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. CALL 
OR EMAIL FOR CURRENT SURVEY WITH PHOTOS. $1.325M. 
AVAILABLE FALL 2015. RESERVE NOW FOR DELIVERY  
AFTER SALMON.

p2149m – 58 X 26 STEEL COMBO, 3406 CAT MAIN, 90KW 
AUX, 30 TON RSW, PACKS 150K IN 3 HOLDS. JUST LISTED. 
CALL FOR MORE INFO. ASKING $850K.

p2144m – 58 X 22 STEEL COMBO, 6125 JOHN DEERE MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, 4045 JOHN DEERE AUX DRIVE 65KW AND 
35/25 VICKERS PUMP, 30KW ISUZU. NEW 25 TON TEKNO-
THERM TITANIUM CHILLER. NEW EXHAUST ON ALL ENGINES. 
PACKS 120K IN 2 HOLDS. COMES WITH BS LLP AND COD 
POTS, SEINE AND SKIFF. SOLID, SEAWORTHY PLATFORM,  
ASKING $1,050,000.

p2108m – 40' TROLLER, UNIFLITE HULL FINISHED 
BY ISLAND MARINE, GMC 6V53 MAIN AND TWIN DISC 
506 BOTH REMANNED IN 2013, CESSNA HYD PUMP 
OFF CLUTCHMASTER, KOLSTRAND ANCHOR WINCH, 
ALL ALUMINUM RIGGING, HASBRA GURDIES. 2 VHF, 
SIMRAD RADAR, FURUNO GPS, SITEX PLOTTER, WOOD  
FREEMAN PILOT. REDUCED TO $125K. POWER TROLL 
PERMIT AVAILABLE.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Fast, comfortable, and as fun as 
possible. Ready to fish 2c 3a  

halibut, southeast cod and west 
yak. Very competitive rates! 15 

years experience and a solid crew.  
Please call Anthoney Sine,  

(907) 738-0936

F/V FORTUNE  
looking to catch 

your IFQs:

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

Pacific Fishing May‘15

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with all 
your vessel, permit or

 IFQ needs.

IFQ Sellers 
Wanted!

We have buyers looking 
for 2C, 3A, 3B and 4A 
halibut.  Buyers are also 
looking for SE, CG and 
WY black cod.

LL14-013  124’x24’x12.5’ factory 
freezer longliner.  Caterpillar 3508 
main rated at 1,000 hp. Bulbous 
bow. (2) 3306B 160kw and a 3304 
90kw generators. 8,476 cubic 
ft freezer hold capacity. 3 plate 
freezers. Deck crane, Nordic hauler 
and Mustad auto longline system.  
Asking $250,000.

BB15-004   32’x13’ KG Marine, built 
in 1985. 300hp GM6V92 w/ top end 
overhaul and new injectors in 2012. 
New hydraulic hoses, galley stove, 
and seat cushions in 2013. New 
washdown pump and rebuilt roller in 
2015. Sounder, radar, (3) VHF, and 
cell. Turnkey, clean and ready to fish. 
Asking $168,000.

CH15-003  91’x27’x10’ steel pilot 
station / live aboard / utility vessel 
built by MARCO in 1990.  Twin 
Lugger 300 hp mains with Twin 
Disc 514 3.5:1 gears.  Only 1700 
hours since new.  (2) John Deere 
99 KW aux‚Äôs installed new in 
2012.  18,500 gal fuel capacity 
and 3,322 gal water capacity.  (12) 
Staterooms, (7) heads, exercise/
entertainment, utility, and storage 
rooms.  Call for complete survey.  
Asking $800,000.

TR15-010  48.6’x14’x6’ combination 
California troll/crab package built 
in 1949 by K Carter.  GMC 471 
main rated at 190 hp.  Capitol gear.  
Nassau 8 kw generator.  5,000 pound 
crab tank with a hydraulic lift.  4,000 
pound insulated slush salmon tank.  
Stainless steel hayrack  with 3 spool 
Kolstrand gurdies.  Comes with a CA 
250 pot permit, approximately 250 
pots and a CA salmon troll permit.  
Asking $240,000.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in MAY vary in accordance with market conditions.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 5-1-15)

Gillnet: Bay permits continued to drop with permits going as low as $150k and buyers 
are hard to find. Leases for Bay permits were steady at around $23k. SE permits have 
been bouncing between $90k and $95k for most of the month and were starting to firm 
up toward $95k again. Leases were around $15k. PWS permits were moving down a 
little with permits available as low as $225k and leases were down from $35k to around 
$30k. Cook Inlet permit prices were steady at right around $70k. Nothing new in Area M.

Seine: Buyers were still shopping for SE permits, with offers in the $260-270k range.  
Sellers were asking $280-290k. PWS permits were trading, but prices were down into 
the $170k-$180k range. Cook Inlet permits were back to normal, slow activity. Kodiak  
permits were still down with permits as low as $40k. An Area M permit was recently 
listed for $55k. The lowest in a while.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits were holding steady, right around $40k. hand Troll per-
mits were were scarce and buyers were looking to pay $11k. Washington troll permits  
are pushing $30k, when you can find them. Unlimited Oregon permits were at $22k. 
California permits were holding between $15k - $20k.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 95 92- 90.7+

 S PWS DRIFT 225- 210- 233.5+

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 70 65 63.8+

 S AREA M DRIFT 145 140 119.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 155- 150- 169.9+

 S SE SEINE 280- 260- 262.5-

 S PWS SEINE 190- 185- 198-

 S COOK INLET SEINE 75 70 86

 S KODIAK SEINE 40- 38- 47.1

 S ChIgNIK SEINE 225- 200 227.5+

 S AREA M SEINE 55- 50 65.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.6

 S COOK INLET SET 16 13 14.9

 S AREA M SET NET 50 40 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 40- 40- 41.3+

 S LOWER YUKON 9.5- 9 9.9+

 S POWER TROLL 41+ 41+ 38.8-

 S hAND TROLL 12.5+ 11 11+

 HERRING

 h SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4

 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5

 h SITKA SEINE 300+ 225+ 309.6-

 h PWS SEINE 25 20 30.9

 h COOK INLET SEINE 15 12 16.8

 h KODIAK SEINE 30 25 30.3

 h SE POUND SOUTh 37 30 35.6-

 h SE POUND NORTh 38 25 43.1

 h PWS POUND 6 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH 

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18 17 14.1-

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 32- 30- 27.5

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 50+ 50+ 39+

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 65 60+ 43.8

 S SE POT ShRIMP 22- 20 22.8+

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 140+ 140+ N/A

 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 1,500-3,500/FT+ 1,500-3,000/FT+ N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,500/FT 1,250-3,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-600/POT+ N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE 

 SE AK Dive URChIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 25 22 27.8-

 SE AK Dive gEODUCK 75+ 70+ 86.6

We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

Visit northwestfcs.com/fisheries 
or call 206.691.2000

Vessels

Quotas

Operating lines of credit

CUSTOMER
 OWNED.
CUSTOMER
 DRIVEN.

Customer Liam Corcoran with Northwest FCS Relationship Manager Evan Heriot

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

2C would be at $50 if there was any for sale. Asking price for unblocked 3A is $50 
and buyers are stepping up at $48. Buyers are standin by for 3B with offers up 
to $26 for unblocked. Some 4A is coming back on the market, with most priced 
around $20, regardless of size. Still not much interest further west.

Buyers are starting to buy up the least expensive listings in all the gulf areas and 
prices are holding or increasing slightly. Cg is moving and interest is picking up 
in Wg. If more quota doesn’t come on the market to replace what’s selling, it will 
soon be a seller’s market.

 h 2C D 1-10 B 44.00-48.00 42.00-46.00

 h 2C C/B 1-3 B 45.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 h 2C C/B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-48.00

 h 2C C/B ANY U 50.00 47.00-48.00

 h 2C A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3A D  B/U 40.00-47.00 37.00-42.00

 h 3A C/B 1-5 B 43.00-44.00 42.00-43.00

 h 3A C/B 5-10 B 44.00-46.00 43.00-45.00

 h 3A C/B >10 U 48.00-50.00 40.00-48.00

 h 3A A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B C/B 1-10 B 20.00-24.00 18.00-23.00

 h 3B C/B >10 U 25.00-26.00 24.00-26.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A 24.00

 h 4A D  B/U 14.00-16.00 12.00-14.00

 h 4A C/B 1-10 B 18.00-20.00 16.00-20.00

 h 4A C/B >10 B 18.00-20.00 16.00-20.00

 h 4A C/B >10 U 20.00-22.00 18.00-20.00

 h 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 9.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 h 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-14.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 21.00-24.00

 S SE C/B >10 U 26.00-30.00 25.00-26.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 20.00-28.00 18.00-20.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S Cg C/B 1-10 B 18.00-22.00 15.00-19.00

 S Cg C/B >10 U 22.00-30.00 20.00-22.00

 S Cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg C/B 1-10 B 11.00-13.00 8.00-10.00

 S Wg C/B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg C/B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.50

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.50-6.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen
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foR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
31' sea way design lobster or trap boat. 
Cummins diesal, low hours. Also has swordfish 
plank. All electronics, 12" hydroslave and 2 v 
berths. Call Donny. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Commercial squid light boat with permit. Priced 
below market value. $469,000. Call Donny  
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
54' fiberglass freezer troller. Very well maintained 
boat with a very large fishhold. 1800 gal fuel 
capacity. 30kw genset new in 2008. AK power 
troll permit available. Price reduced to $285,000. 
Owner retiring. (360) 280-2675. 

wANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $250,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE - ALASKA LEgACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located 
in Cordova, Ak. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx 
11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen. 60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. Complete list of amenities and copy 
of survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. $750,000 
obo. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

foR SALE
1974 54' heavily built aluminum seiner. 73,000 
in RSW. 3406B cat, 26 inch gripper, super 
heavy duty rigging, fast and very fuel efficient. 
Lease purchase possible with $100,000 down. 
$369,000 o.b.o. Skiff, seine, and P.W.S. permit 
also available. (360) 531-3074.

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want to harvest your sablefish IFQ. Family 
owned, experienced captain and crew. MARCO 
AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good food. 
Guaranteed quality harvest experience. Contact 
Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. Home: 
(425) 259-2731.

NORTH PACIFIC 
FISHERMEN’S

FORUM
Have you heard

the news?
It’s a FREE web forum for 
ALL of the North Pacific. 

We encourage and welcome 
everyone to join and  
express your opinions.

We are new and plan to 
grow fast. We want  

participation from our  
American neighbours.

Please feel free to join in and 
check out the galley table at: 

npfishermensforum.com
foR SALE

Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

Readers!
Please tell our advertisers that you  

saw their ads in Pacific Fishing.

Advertisers!
Create your own  

lightbulb moments!

Call 
(206) 920-5516

or email
dianes@pacificfishing.com 

Matthew Dziedzic takes a break as the  
crew prepares for Bering Sea pot fishing.

foR SALE - f/V pACifiC SoN
1993 37' fiberglass Troller. 6 cylinder John Deere 
engine with Twin Disc reduction gear. Two radars, 
4 gps plotters, two depth sounders and Comnav 
auto pilot. Hydraulic anchor puller and 4 spool 
simplex gurdiies. Current safety equipment. 
$140,000 including OR troll permit. Mike Becker 
(541) 574-6985, or Mark Newell (541) 270-4715. 

foR SALE
47’ steel power troller/sailing vessel Anna. 130hp 
Isuzu diesel. In 2005: rewired, new SS rigging, new 
hydraulic system, new aluminum house, new sails, 
hold glassed and insulated. Drop-in slush tank.  
Surveyed November 2013 at $135,000. Turn key 
cherry troller. Sitka. $125,000. Contact: Bill Lewis  
(907) 738-1054. williamcampbelllewis@gmail.com

foR LEASE
Alaska Power Troll permit for lease. Call David 
(425) 737-5577.

foR SALE
F/V Lone Fisherman. 58' Whaleback limit seiner, 
longliner, crabber. $1.8M. Contact Jeb Phillips. 
(907) 518-1977. jebphillips23@live.com
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oN THE doCKS

Cooking calendar: The Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute has released a new 
“Seafood for All Seasons” guide to help 
home cooks make use of seafood through-
out the year. The guide “illustrates the 
wide array of wild and natural Alaska 
seafood including whitefish like halibut 
and black cod (also known as sablefish), 
five types of salmon (king, sockeye, coho, 
keta, and pink) and shellfish such as crab 
(king, bairdi, snow, and Dungeness) and 
spot prawns,” ASMI said.

Grundéns usA is developing a line of foul weather gear designed 
especially for the many women, such as Genevieve Kurilec 
Mcdonald, who work in the commercial fishing industry.

Grundéns to develop oilskin 
line for fishing women

Grundéns, producing foul weather gear since 1926, 
is developing a new line of oilskins for commercial  
fishing women.

These products will feature proven PVC materials and 
durable construction, and will be specially tailored to  
provide the fit, comfort, and performance women need on 
deck, the company said in a March 16 news release out of 
Poulsbo, Washington.

“We have always had a deep respect for hardwork-
ing women. Those who go to sea are special, and those that 
choose to work on deck are unrivaled,” said Mike Jackson, 
president of Grundéns USA. “We will be one of the first  
companies to design a women’s line that provides women with 

the best protective clothing and best fit for women to do their 
job. Our new women’s line will impress everyone who sees it 
and will turn heads with performance that looks as good as it 
feels when worn.”

The new line will include both bibs and jackets designed 
for women’s sizes and body shapes. The brand’s iconic Brigg 
jacket and Hercules bibs are used every day by women but are 
often modified before being worn. The bibs are often too long 
in the legs, and jackets are too long in the sleeves, even when 
wearing the smallest men’s size available.

Grundéns said women who work on deck, such as  
Genevieve Kurilec McDonald, a member of Maine’s Lobster 
Advisory Council, are providing product feedback.

Additional colors and women’s specific features will  
be incorporated based on testing and feedback, the  
company said.

“There is a tremendous number of women working on the 
water from all sectors of the commercial fishing industry,” 
McDonald said. “I am very pleased to be collaborating with 
Grundéns on a product line that will allow us to do our job 
safely and efficiently.”

The initial offering of women’s oilskins and other full  
protective clothing will debut this fall at Pacific Marine Expo 
in Seattle, Grundéns said.  

Congo kids like taste of 
‘salmon powder,’ ASMI says

The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute recently provided 
an update on its “salmon powder” initiative in Africa.

In December 2013, ASMI donated Alaska salmon powder 
to the International Partnership for Human Development 
Food for Education program in the Republic of Congo.

The donation was for a pilot program to test the powder in 
a school feeding program, ASMI said.

“School cooks added the salmon powder to meals of beans 
and rice or mashed potatoes served five days per week,”ASMI 
said. “The results were so positive that IPHD requested to 
extend the salmon powder project … through June 2015.”

Continued on page 42
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… broadcast a priority message stating we had been struck by a 
tidal wave and might have to abandon the station.”

Sanford stepped outside. In the darkness, he picked his way to 
the edge of the hill above the lighthouse. He saw no lights below. 
The foghorn was silent.

“The Light Station had been completely destroyed.”
Grim search: In the dawn of 7 a.m., Sanford and others 

descended the scarred hillside and tried to process the image 
of the naked shore. The ocean had calmed, looking no different 
than on any other day. The group searched the surrounding area,  
Sanford wrote.

“On top of a hill behind the Light Station we found a human 
foot, amputated at the ankle, some small bits of intestine which 
were apparently from a human being and what seemed to be a 
human knee cap.”

Three weeks later, while installing a temporary navigation 
light, a technician discovered another body. Others gathered and  
identified Paul Ness from his high cheekbones and goatee.  
Searchers then found the right thigh and foot of another man.

“These remains were gathered in old mail sacks and  
placed in a rough coffin. The body of Ness was placed in an  
individual coffin.”

Three days later, just before most of the men left Unimak on a 
Coast Guard cutter, the men buried their comrades. They were 
victims of a “near-field” local tsunami caused by an underwater 
landslide, one of the greatest and most unpredictable threats to 
Alaska coastal villages during big earthquakes.

“The graves are … 300 yards from the site of the light, near the 
graves of two Russian seamen. The graves are plainly marked 
with white wooden crosses with brass plates securely attached.”   

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Geophysical Institute.

Lighthouse continued from page 20

ASMI said its team worked with local IPHD staff, govern-
ment officials, school principals, teachers, and cooks in Congo 
at the start of the project to develop recipes, set up and monitor 
distribution, and train staff to collect data from the consumers.

The pilot project is taking place in 12 primary schools and 
orphanages in Brazzaville, the capital, and the nearby rural 
region of Pool.

“The project demonstrated that the salmon powder can 
be consumed daily during the school year and provide vital  
nutrients on a mass scale,” ASMI said. “With high consumer 
ratings, the product has huge commercial possibilities. Almost 
all of the children liked the taste of the meals prepared with the 
salmon powder and 75 percent of cooks, principals, and staff said 
they would purchase the powder if it were sold in Congo. This  
project is generating valuable consumer information to develop 
a retail product.”  

Salmon powder continued from page 41

take us.
As of this writing, we have been aboard salmon seine vessels 

from Prince William Sound to Puget Sound, and sardine and 
squid seiners from Washington to California.

This winter we collected data in the pot cod fishery in  
the Aleutians.

And we have completed analyses of larger seine vessels in the 
Sea of Cortez.

About Marco Global
Based in Seattle, Marco Global began in 2005 after the his-

toric shipyard closed. Marco has been building deck machinery 
since the 1950s. Marco Global continues the Marco tradition of  
producing deck machinery for seining, crabbing, longlining, and 
processing needs. More at marcoglobal.com.

Einar Ask bio
Einar Ask started fishing as a kid in 1969 out of Pelican. He 

worked at Seattle Marine for 18 years in sales, advertising, and 
catalog making and as the webmaster, and then he worked for 
a large Indian cordage company for five years before coming 
back to the Fishermen’s Terminal. He currently works at Marco 
Global in marketing, cataloging, and data presentation. He loves  
databases and spreadsheets and telling stories with numbers.

David O’Neill bio
David O’Neill is in net sales at Marco Global. He’s from  

Scotland and has lived in the United States for almost 30 years. 
His first fishing job was on a trawler working out of Akutan. 
Then there were seasons gillnetting, longlining, and seining. 

Fishing diagnostics continued from page 12 As a sonar operator/herring fisherman, he got a feel for the  
importance of wheelhouse electronics and the information they 
could provide. Working in the net division of Seattle Marine for  
11 years, he became familiar with manufacturers around the 
world. He worked for 10 years in the research and development of 
new products for Garware-Wall Ropes in India. Marco recognized 
and shared his belief that combining all these components in a 
“system approach” is the ideal approach.  
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SAFER, SMARTER, GREENER

CLASSIFICATION: 
MANAGING RISK EFFECTIVELY
All new US fishing vessels over 50 feet in length need classification. Covering new fishing
vessels  between 50 and 148 feet, DNV GL’s new rules give the US fishing industry
a practical, cost effective and tailor made framework to improve safety and meet these
requirements.

We have studied the main risks for fishing vessels and addressed them in our rules:

  lack of watertight subdivision and integrity   structural strength
  shifting loads        equipment failure 
  heavy nets         fires
  flooding         icing

We know that time is money for a fishing vessel, so a clear priority has been to make sure the
classification process is as effective and  unobtrusive as possible. 

The classification rules have been developed in the US with input from the fishing industry. 
Download the rules, find out more, and tell us what you think!
http://www.dnvusa.com/USfishingvessel
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