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DECK EQUIPMENT
As this issue went to press, the Alaska Legislature was considering all  

manner of spending cuts and tax hikes to deal with the state’s multibillion-
dollar budget deficit.

The problem, as many of you are aware, is the steep decline in oil revenue, 
which has long paid the freight in Alaska.

The expectation is that the fishing industry will feel some pain in the form 
of higher taxes or in management cutbacks that could result in lower catches.

Here’s a demonstration of that pain. In late March, the Bristol Bay Regional 
Seafood Development Association board voted to provide up to $250,000 to the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game to help pay for management.

That’s right – commercial gillnetters who pay a landings tax to support their 
association’s work will give a quarter of a million bucks to the state to manage 
their fishery.

Making this kind of financial commitment is obviously distasteful, but the 
BBRSDA board felt the alternative was even worse.

To pay for “core management programs” not otherwise funded by the state 
budget, Fish and Game was planning to operate a large “test fishery” this  
summer at Bristol Bay. The department would have issued a contract for the 
harvest of sockeye, the sale of which would generate the needed $250,000.

The BBRSDA reckoned roughly 145,000 sockeye would be taken, plus  
perhaps 2,000 Nushagak District king salmon.

In lieu of the association’s funding commitment, Fish and Game on April 4 
announced, “The department has suspended plans to conduct the test fishery 
this season and thanks BBRSDA for their support.”

To the association’s board members, it made more sense to simply extend the 
money to the department rather than see such a large cost recovery catch.

Cost recovery fisheries are inefficient with the catch often selling cheap, said 
a gillnetter familiar with the board’s decision. 

“It’s really a horrible way to raise money,” the gillnetter said.
Cost recovery fishing is nothing new. It’s done most notably in Southeast 

Alaska and Prince William Sound as a way to fund hatchery operations.
The department has a history of cost recovery fishing in Bristol Bay. But the 

scale of this season’s planned test fishery, and the specter of even bigger cost 
recovery fisheries in coming years, set off alarm bells.

“As it became clear as to just how much fish ADF&G needed to make up for 
their budget shortfall during the 2016 fishery, we recognized the need to act. 
In the long run, though, this isn’t how it should be,” said BBRSDA President 
Abe Williams. “Starting right now, we need to have a serious brainstorm about 
how to continue to fund fishery management without the need to harvest the 
resource for pennies on the dollar.”

Certainly, it pains the fishing industry to have to shoulder the cost of  
management, especially when salmon prices are low. On the other hand, this 
in a way strengthens the industry, silencing critics who contend commercial  
fishing doesn’t pay its own way.



4  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  MAY 2016  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM

To subscribe:
www.pacificfishing.com

Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 221

Main Office

1028 INDUSTRY DRIVE
TUKWILA, WA 98188
PH: (206) 324-5644

Chairman/CEO/Publisher

MIKE DAIGLE
miked@nwpublishingcenter.com

Associate Publisher

CHRISTIE DAIGLE
christied@nwpublishingcenter.com

EDITORIAL CONTENT:

Editor

WESLEY LOY
wloy61@gmail.com

Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 234

Field Editor

MICHEL DROUIN

Copy Editor

BRIANNA MORGAN 

PRODUCTION OPERATIONS:

Production Manager

DAVID SALDANA
davids@nwpublishingcenter.com

Art Director, Design & Layout

ERIN DOWNWARD
erind@nwpublishingcenter.com

SALES & MARKETING:

Advertising Sales Manager

DIANE SANDVIK
Ph: (206) 920-5516

dianes@pacificfishing.com

Ad Support

CANDICE EGAN
Ph: (206) 324-5644, ext. 221

receptionist@nwpublishingcenter.com

CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION:
circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com

PREFERRED PUBLICATION OF:

ALASKA INDEPENDENT 
FISHERMEN’S MARKETING ASSOC. 

CORDOVA DISTRICT 
FISHERMEN UNITED 

OREGON DUNGENESS 
CRAB COMMISSION

UNITED FISHERMEN  
OF ALASKA

WASHINGTON DUNGENESS 
CRAB FISHERMEN’S ASSOC.

WASHINGTON REEF NET 
OWNERS ASSOC.

WESTERN FISHBOAT  
OWNERS ASSOC.

KEEPING UP

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Getting set for Sitka herring: The Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game announced an 
adjusted target harvest of 14,741 tons for this 
year’s Sitka Sound sac roe fishery.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Airing it out: The Bristol Bay Regional Seafood 
Development Association is holding a series of 
town hall meetings, starting today in Dillingham. 
– kdlg.org

Semper paratus: A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter 
team is honored for its rescue of four crewmen 
from the F/V Jamie K, which ran aground near 
Cape Blanco, Ore., in July 2015.  
– d13.uscgnews.com

California blues: The salmon outlook is poor for 
the Golden State. – sacbee.com

Chignik’s struggles: The Alaska Board of  
Fisheries recently considered proposals to help 
the region’s fishermen. – kdlg.org

Chinook quota reached: The Southeast  
Alaska winter troll fishery closes tonight.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Helping hand: A fish fry at Crescent City  
raised more than $16,000 for idled crabbers.  
– triplicate.com

Peterson and Laukitis: Gov. Bill Walker has 
nominated two Alaskans for seats on the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com 

Heck of a herring haul: Harvesters are having 
an exciting season in British Columbia’s Strait of 
Georgia roe herring fishery. – timescolonist.com

Fast finish: Southeast Alaska’s winter troll  
season closed in record time as high king salmon 
abundance and good prices lured lots of boats to 
the fishing grounds. – kcaw.org

Silver situation: Commercial and recreational 
salmon fisheries could be closed this year in 
Washington’s ocean waters due to projected poor 
coho returns. – wdfw.wa.gov

Season start nears: The Sitka Sound herring 
fishery went on two-hour notice March 16.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Togiak herring outlook: Sea conditions are so 
far from normal that fishery managers say they 

have “little confidence in our ability to accurately 
forecast timing this year.” – adfg.alaska.gov

And they’re off! Sitka Sound herring seiners 
saw their first opening of the season. – kcaw.org

Too little too late? California’s long-delayed 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery will open 
March 26 south of Mendocino County.  
– cdfgnews.wordpress.com

A fresh start: Pacific Seafood plans to rebuild  
its burned Warrenton, Ore., plant.  
– dailyastorian.com

Fire on the Yukon: A fire at Kwik’pak Fisheries  
in Western Alaska fortunately spared the main 
processing facilities. But the company will need 
to rebuild bunkhouses to be ready to operate 
this summer. – adn.com

Light year for Alaska salmon: The industry 
is expected to land far fewer pinks this season, 
driving down the state’s all-species harvest pro-
jection. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Quality mandate: Dillingham radio station 
KDLG reports: “At least one Bristol Bay processor, 
Icicle Seafoods, has told fishermen that they’ll 
stop buying dry fish in a few years after phasing 
in quality requirements, and more are expected 
to follow.” – kdlg.org

Ample capacity: Bristol Bay processors say  
they intend to purchase a total of 35.5 million 
sockeye salmon this season, considerably  
more than the projected harvest of 29.5 million 
sockeye. – adfg.alaska.gov

Frustrating season: The Sitka Sound sac  
roe herring fishery is over, and the harvest is  
well short of the preseason target.  
– kcaw.org/2016/03/28/sitka-herring

Grim work: The skipper’s body was found as 
salvage operations proceed for a sunken fishing 
vessel at Charleston, Ore. – theworldlink.com

Six more years: United Fishermen of Alaska  
is endorsing U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski for  
re-election. – deckboss.blogspot.com
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Norway’s salmon farming industry is hitting a wall. 
Because salmon farming began earlier there than in British  

Columbia, I wanted to get a glimpse of where we might be headed 
if our industry continues on its current path. This is the reason I 
organized the Wild Salmon Delegation to Norway, which spent two 
weeks there this year.

What we found is an industry beset by problems such as disease 
outbreaks, sea lice infestations, and farmed salmon escapes. The 
situation in Norway is dire – one headline we saw read “Five years 
left to save wild salmon.”

Norway’s fisheries minister, Per Sandberg, spoke at the  
Wild Salmon in the North conference in Alta, Norway, acknowl-
edging that “the mid-Norway situation has been very serious since  
the end of December.” The crisis is so bad that the Norwegian 
industry is making headlines by beginning to shift to closed  
containment.

B.C.’s industry uses the same methods to rear fish and is plagued 
by similar problems. Will a shift to closed containment in Norway 
lead to a similar shift here?

The place where I live – Clayoquot Sound UNESCO  
Biosphere Reserve – is renowned for old-growth forests and the 
battles to protect them. But not many people know that there are 20  

salmon farm tenures in the sound, with 15 of them held by Cermaq, a  
Norwegian-based company.

The global salmon farming industry originated in Norway in 
the 1970s. By the ’80s, Norwegian salmon farming companies began 
to move into B.C.’s pristine waters. Today, B.C.’s salmon farming 
industry is over 90 percent Norwegian-owned.

While overseas, we learned about the similarities and differ-
ences between B.C. and Norway, heard the emerging Norwegian  
consensus that open-net pen salmon farming is a dinosaur  
technology, and witnessed the tide change unfolding daily in major 
Norwegian media.

Norwegians were surprised to learn about the nitrogen 
pump in B.C. – wild salmon transport ocean-based nitrogen up  
rivers and fertilize the growth of ancient temperate rainforests. This  
connection between wild salmon, monumental cedars, and the 
bears, wolves, and eagles was novel to them. They also wanted 
to learn about the importance of cedar and salmon to indigenous  
cultures throughout B.C.

Delegate John Rampanen, a citizen of Ahousaht First Nation, met 
Sami indigenous people of northern Norway, who have depend-
ed on reindeer and wild salmon for millennia, learning that they  
are also negatively impacted by industries such as salmon  

COMMENTARY

Crisis is pushing Norway toward  
closed-containment salmon farming

by DAN LEWIS

America’s astounding 
progress in ending 
overfishing

by KATHRYN SULLIVAN

Continued on page 37

Editor’s note: The following originally appeared on April 13 
as a NOAA blog post.

In the 1970s, Ted Stevens, a former Army pilot turned U.S. 
senator and avid Alaska fisherman, was flying above 

the Bering Sea en route to the remote Pribilof Islands. 
Along the way, he saw a scene that alarmed him: Japanese  
trawlers, 90 that he could count, were fishing in  
Alaska waters.

At the time, foreign fishing fleets were neither uncom-
mon nor illegal in nearshore waters, and operated year-
round with little regulation. This particular sighting, 
however, prompted a discussion between Stevens and 
his Senate colleague Warren Magnuson of Washington 
about the sustainability of our national seafood supply and the  
competitiveness of America’s fishing industry.

Ultimately, these two men opened a dialogue with fishermen 
and other ocean users across the country. As a result of their feed-
back, the senators crafted a groundbreaking law which greatly 
expanded our national maritime boundaries, established national 
fisheries management standards, and kept local decisions in the 
hands of regionally appointed rulemakers who know their waters 
and their communities’ needs best.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act – signed 40 years ago today – recognizes that a “one-size-fits-all” 

approach doesn’t work for managing the numerous fisheries of our 
nation’s vast and diverse ocean territories. Both senators saw the 
necessity of using science from the sea and data from the lab to 
guide fishing rules and harvesting quotas. They therefore estab-
lished eight U.S. regional management councils to ensure every 
fishing interest – commercial, recreational, conservationist, federal, 
and local – has a hand in this process and under a forum open to 
the public.

These councils work with scientists to monitor the health and 
abundance of fish populations using cutting edge tools and  

Continued on page 37



 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  £  MAY 2016  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  7

NEWS NET

Marine View
Vessel Management System

www.auto-maskin.com
+1 (281) 724-8630       sales.us@auto-maskin.com

The Smart 
Way Ahead! 
Make faster, more 
accurate operational 
decisions to reduce
costs and protect your
investments.

Sitka roe  
herring fishery 
disappoints on 
harvest, price

The Sitka seiner Perseverance, with an enormous catch of herring, sits by the tender Shemya. 
Rafe Hanson photo

Purse seiners in late March wrapped up a  
frustrating sac roe herring season in Alaska’s 
Sitka Sound.

The total harvest was about 10,000 tons, well 
short of the preseason target of 14,741 tons.

Openers occurred on three days – March 17, 
19, and 23.

The fishery ended as test samples showed  
an increasing mix of smaller and less valuable 
herring.

“The decision to close the fishery was made 
in consultation with industry representatives,” the Department of 
Fish and Game said.

The fleet returned to competitive fishing this season after form-
ing a cooperative last year to more efficiently harvest a small quota 
of 8,712 tons.

The first spawn this season was recorded March 18, the earliest 
date on record, Fish and Game said.

“Spawning peaked on March 25 when 20.5 nautical miles of 
active spawning was recorded,” the department said.

Weak price: Sitka herring are valued primarily for their eggs, or 
roe. But for quite a few years now, demand for herring roe in the 
main market of Japan has been soft, and fishermen continue to feel 
that in terms of ex-vessel price.

As usual, price information was scarce. One major herring 
processor, Silver Bay Seafoods, paid fishermen an advance price 
of $150 per ton, the same as last year, one seiner told Pacific  
Fishing. Fishermen could receive additional sums depending on  
how processors fare in marketing the fish.

“The fleet collectively didn’t make any money on this fishery,” 
the seiner said, due to the low price and only two-thirds of the  
quota being taken. “A sad state of affairs.”

Sitka herring roe producers, of course, face competition from 
herring fisheries elsewhere, including right next door in British 
Columbia, where seiners in the Strait of Georgia enjoyed a big, fast 
harvest this year.

The Canadian producers could have an advantage in selling 
their herring roe, as the strong U.S. dollar makes it expensive for 
foreign customers to buy American product.

Tribal resistance: Near the end of the fishery, the Sitka Tribe  
of Alaska sent a letter to state Fish and Game Commissioner Sam 
Cotten urging him to halt any further commercial harvest.

The tribe said the commercial fishery was hurting the tribe’s  
ability to collect enough herring eggs for subsistence.

Tribal members don’t actually harvest the fish. Rather, they place  
hemlock in the water and allow the herring to spawn on  
the branches. They eat the eggs and share them with friends and 
relatives throughout Alaska and out of state.

Subsistence fishermen were pulling branches out of the water 
with few or no eggs on them, wrote Mike Baines, tribal chairman. 
The tribe contended the year was shaping up as one of the worst 

by WESLEY LOY

ever for egg harvest.
But people in Sitka had another opportunity for herring roe, 

courtesy of the fishing industry. The F/V Lady Louise handed out 
5,000 pounds of roe-laden hemlock branches on March 29. The 
Southeast Herring Conservation Alliance hired the vessel for the 
giveaway operation, local radio station KCAW reported.  

Paula Dobbyn of Anchorage television station KTUU contributed to  
this report.
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game is projecting a  
statewide commercial salmon harvest of more than 161 million fish 
this year.

That would be a considerable decline from the 268 million taken 
in 2015.

The difference this year is that far fewer pink salmon are  
expected to return.

The department’s forecast calls for a harvest of 90.1 million 
pinks, compared to the 190.6 million landed in 2015.

The Southeast Alaska pink salmon harvest is projected at 34 
million fish, while Prince William Sound is expected to land 23.4 
million mostly hatchery-produced pinks. Kodiak is forecast with a 
catch of 16.2 million.

As for sockeye, the state’s most valuable salmon species, the 
forecast calls for a statewide harvest of 47.7 million fish, compared 
to last year’s catch of about 55 million.

Bristol Bay is the state’s top sockeye producer, and the forecast 
calls for a strong catch of 29.5 million fish. The department projects 
a commercial catch of 4.1 million sockeye in Upper Cook Inlet.

Statewide chum salmon catches are expected to total 18.7 million 
fish, compared to 18.2 million taken in 2015.

Coho salmon catches are projected to tally 4.4 million fish,  
substantially above last year’s harvest of nearly 3.9 million.

– Wesley Loy

Fire swept through the Kwik’pak Fisheries processing complex and 
a related boat-building business on March 19, causing more than 
$3 million in damage, the Alaska State Troopers reported. The 
Kwik’pak plant is located in the Yukon River village of Emmonak 
in Western Alaska. The fire spared the plant’s main processing 
and freezing unit, but the company must rebuild bunkhouses to 
be ready to operate this salmon season. Kwik’pak belongs to the 
Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association. Alaska State 
Troopers photo

The Alaska Legislature in April passed 
an act establishing Aug. 10 of each year as 
Alaska Wild Salmon Day.

Rep. Bryce Edgmon, D-Dillingham, was 
the prime sponsor of the act (House Bill 
128), with many of his legislative colleagues 
joining as co-sponsors.

The bill says Alaska Wild Salmon Day 
is meant to “celebrate the enormous  
bounty that … wild salmon bring to the state  
every year.”

United Fishermen of Alaska, the state’s 
top commercial fishing group, was an 
enthusiastic supporter of the bill.

“In Alaska, salmon are iconic. Nearly 
every Alaskan is in some way impacted 
by salmon,” UFA said in a letter to legis-
lators. “Commercial salmon harvest has  
been recorded in Alaska since 1878 and is a 
thriving industry today.”

The bill was awaiting the governor’s  
signature.

– Wesley Loy

Mark your calendar 
for wild Alaska  
salmon
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POWER

Marine diesels have changed a lot over the years. Fishermen are advised to weigh key economic and technical considerations before buying or 
rebuilding an engine. Jeff Pond photo

The heart of every commercial fishing operation is a marine  
diesel engine, and in recent years they’ve gotten more 
compact, with less noise, fewer emissions, and improved  

fuel efficiency.
But when it comes to ensuring that improvements in torque  

and fuel economy justify an investment, it’s important to  
check specifications.

“Check the numbers and read the data sheets,” said Terry  
Johnson, who has owned multiple fishing boats over the years and 
has researched fuel efficiency in his role as a marine advisory agent 
for the Alaska Sea Grant program. “Study them to make sure what 
you’re achieving with efficiency is balanced against the cost of 
installing a new engine.”

Though technological innovations have changed the way marine 

by DANIEL MINTZ

Engines 101
Today’s advanced marine diesels are enticing, but what is the  

best investment for you?
engines operate, the first steps of powering or repowering a vessel 
are the same as they were when mechanical engines prevailed.

Start with the propeller: If enhanced propulsion is sought, units 
of horsepower alone won’t provide it.

“Keep in mind – it’s not the engine that determines propulsion 
power; it’s the propeller,” Johnson said. He recommends matching 
engine horsepower with an appropriate propeller size.

“Higher horsepower usually implies use of a bigger,  
larger-diameter propeller, but many vessels don’t have the tip 
clearance for them,” he said.

Propeller diameter, pitch, and blade configuration – the  
number of blades – all have to be considered when choosing an 
engine, Johnson said.

His advice is to “start with the propeller and work back to the 
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Greater fuel economy and less noise are among the traits of modern 
marine diesels. Wesley Loy photo

engine to make sure your equipment is well-matched.” If a high-
er horsepower engine is installed without making downstream 
changes, “you won’t gain anything,” Johnson said.

He recommends “doing your homework in advance,” taking 
into account what an engine’s cooling and air flow needs are.

“If you’re going with higher horsepower you’ll need more air 
flow, and a lot of engine rooms don’t have a high flow of air,”  
he said.

Less weight, more efficiency: Although rebuilding an  
older engine can be done at a lower cost than buying and install-
ing a new one, recent electronically controlled models have  
some advantages.

“All newer engines are compliant with the latest EPA (Environ-
mental Protection Agency) standards and are lighter, offer more 
power for the size of the engine, are more fuel efficient, and are 
more environmentally friendly,” said Ken Smith, who handles 
inside marine sales for the Pacific Power Group, a distributor of 
Volvo Penta marine engines.

Noting that the technology used in Volvo’s cars “eventually 
trickles down to marine engines they sell,” Smith said, Volvo Penta 
has been “pushing for a more solid presence in the commercial 
fishing industry” in recent years.

The company has focused on 6-liter inboard and outboard stern 
drive applications from 225 horsepower to 330 horsepower, which 
Smith said perform well for smaller commercial fishing boats. For 
larger boats and power-intensive operations like trawling, 11-liter 
to 16-liter models are good.

Vessel owners switching from older mechanical engines will 
“notice huge advantages when they put in newer engines and 
especially with single- and twin-engine stern drive applications, 
there’s a big improvement in maneuverability,” Smith said.

The company’s top marine engine line is the IPS, an inboard  
system that uses forward-facing propellers, achieves greater fuel 
efficiency, and offers “a little bit more maneuverability in tight 
spots” compared to stern drive applications.

But Smith allows that the pricing – over $120,000 compared 
to $50,000 to $100,000 for basic twin-engine stern drive applica-
tions – might not make an IPS system a first choice for commercial  
fishermen.

Mighty mites: The favorable power-to-size ratio of modern 
marine diesel engines was noted by Mike Fourtner, who handles 
commercial marine sales from Alaska to the California border for 
Cummins Inc.

“Some of those smaller engines are packing a pretty big punch 
nowadays,” he said. “Some of the smaller models are pumping 
480 horsepower out of a little 6.7-liter engine – a lot of design and  
testing goes into how we can get more out of less.”

Most new engines meet Tier 3 EPA standards and use elec-
tronically controlled high-pressure common rail fuel systems that  
precisely deliver fuel to the engine’s injectors.

“With older engines, when they idle, fuel is pumped into 
the engine whether it needs it or not, and it ends up consum-
ing more fuel than it needs to,” Fourtner said. “The biggest  
difference between the Tier 3 engines and the old mechanical 
engines is that with the older engines, you’ll see black smoke 
exhaust from unburned fuel as the boat ramps up to speed. The 
new engines won’t do that, even if you throttle it all the way.”

The reduced fuel use adds up over the life of an electronic 
engine, Fourtner said.

While many of his customers will ask for the newest  

technology, others are wary of it, preferring to stick with what they 
know and have used all their lives. But Fourtner said the durability 
of electronic engines has been tested for over a decade, and they’ve 
shown that they can withstand marine conditions.

“The technology is made for this kind of environment now,”  
he said.

Continued on page 12
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POWER
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need for a successful haul out.

A Tier 2 engine? Tier 3? What are all these tiers about, anyway?  
Wesley Loy photo

Sparing fuel and noise: The efficient fuel consumption of  
modern electronic engines was also highlighted by Carl Micu, 
manager of original equipment manufacturer sales for John Deere 
Power Systems. He said electronically controlled engines with 
high-pressure common rail systems deliver noticeably better fuel 
efficiency than older models.

“In many instances, what you save with fuel efficiency ends up 
paying the cost of a repower in a few years,” Micu said.

The level of increased efficiency depends on the condition of the 

engine that’s being replaced and how many times it’s been rebuilt, 
he said. The range of increased efficiency is from 2 to 15 percent, 
with a gain of about 10 percent being the norm.

“The most common feedback we get from our customers is that 
they’re impressed with the noise reduction and the fuel economy,” 
Micu said.

He said less noise is a result of improved combustion and the 
strength of engine blocks, whose liners and cast-iron construction 
contain noise better than lighter-duty engines.

The emergence of electronic marine engines is linked to the 
advance of EPA emissions regulations. Micu said the market for 
electronic engines began in the late 1980s, and in 2004 the EPA’s 
Tier 2 emissions regulations were implemented.

“That triggered the big jump to electronics,” he said.
Tier to tier: Over the years, the EPA has phased in tougher  

emissions requirements in steps, or “tiers.” We’ve moved from old 
Tier 0 (unregulated) marine propulsion engines to Tier 2 engines, 
Tier 3, and so forth.

Explaining the EPA’s tier system, Micu said that compliance is 
determined by engine power and displacement. If a new vessel 
has an engine that is 600 kilowatts and 805 horsepower or lower, it 
must conform to Tier 3 regulations. Anything above that needs to 
comply with stricter Tier 4 standards.

Engine replacement standards depend on when a vessel was 
built. If it was built in 2000 or before, it will at least need an engine 
that meets International Maritime Organization standards. If vessel 
construction occurred in 2004 or later, a replacement engine must 
meet Tier 2 standards.

Continued on page 14
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POWER

BIG OR SMALL. WE FUEL THEM ALL.

petromarineservices.com
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c o m p a n i e s
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Engine vendors on the show floor of Pacific Marine Expo in Seattle, 
2014. Wesley Loy photo

And if a vessel’s value increases by 50 percent or more, it’s  
classified as a new vessel by the EPA and its engine must meet  
current tier standards.

Though some fishermen debate the reliability of new engines, 
their efficiency and precisely controlled fuel use arguably extend 
their lifespans.

“From a reliability and durability standpoint, today’s engines 
last longer because their combustion is more efficient,” Micu said. 

While there’s still some wariness about relatively recent technol-
ogy, he said that all-electronic engines allow for precise diagnosis 
of conditions like fuel consumption.

“With an electronic engine, you can see what your fuel consump-
tion is and can optimize your vessel speed,” he said. “You can 
change the vessel speed by as little as a half-knot and increase fuel 
efficiency – you can really find that sweet spot to run your vessel in 
and optimize fuel consumption.”  

More horsepower won’t help if the propeller isn’t right, experts say. 
Wesley Loy photo
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 Foss Maritime’s two full service shipyards can take on any  
new build or repair project. From regular maintenance to  
cutting edge technology and major conversions, we keep your 
fleet moving forward.

Full service shipyards • 800.426.2885 • www.foss.com 
Always Safe. Always Ready.

THE DOCK WILL 
SEE YOU NOW.

Buck Laukitis chose a 600-horsepower  
Caterpillar C18 for the F/V Oracle, built in 
2015. Photo courtesy of Fred Wahl Marine

Fishermen who are building new ves-
sels have no choice about what kind of 

engine to use – the Environmental Protection  
Agency requires them to use the latest,  
highest tier models.

When Homer, Alaska, resident Buck 
Laukitis built the 58-foot-long, 28-foot-wide 
F/V Oracle, he outfitted it with a new four-
cylinder 600-horsepower C18 Caterpillar 
Tier 2 main.

Laukitis grew up in Peoria, Illinois, where 
Caterpillar Inc. is headquartered. His father 
owned an aluminum foundry that produced 
engine parts for the company.

But state-of-the-art diesel engine technol-
ogy has yielded very mixed results in the 
Oracle’s case.

On March 13, after nine months of  
operation, the Oracle was coming into  
Alaska’s Akutan Bay with a load of cod 
when the engine’s computer malfunctioned 
and power was driven down to an idle with 
only two cylinders working.

“It could have been way worse – we could 
have been up at St. Matthew Island idling 
around, running backwards in the winds,” 
Laukitis said.

Still, he lost five days of fishing time at the 
peak of the cod season while the engine’s 
electronic system was repaired at NC 
Machinery Co. in Dutch Harbor.

“The mechanics in coveralls – they’re my 
heroes,” Laukitis said.

A month earlier, a water temperature 
sender had indicated to the computer that 
the engine was overheating when it was not, 
causing power to ramp down. The fix was a 
simple matter of installing a new sender, but 
the problem emerged when the Oracle was 
in Unimak Pass and the vessel struggled 
against strong winds.

Old reliable: Laukitis spent much of his 
extensive career fishing on the F/V Lucky 
Dove, a 42-foot aluminum boat whose  
main was what’s known as a Jimmy – a 
mechanical Detroit Diesel engine that’s loud 
and leaks oil – described by Laukitis as “the 
most basic, primitive engine there was.”

But, he added, “I never missed a  
fishing day in 20 years because of my main 
– it started every morning and ran all day, 
every day.”

Laukitis said his new engine’s fuel  
efficiency is indeed good. The mechanic 
who fixed the Cat said it was only the fifth 
time he’d worked on computer glitches with 
new engines.

Still, there’s doubt about the new  
technology among veterans of the fish-
ing industry who’ve come to rely on their  
oft-rebuilt mechanical mains.

One fisherman’s mixed experience with his new engine
“They’ll go to great lengths to keep those 

in service,” Laukitis said. “I know a guy 
who never wants to go any other way, but 
eventually, they’ll run out of parts for them.”

Summing up, Laukitis said reduced  
reliability may be a trade-off for increased 
efficiency.

“Time will tell,” he said. “Perhaps we 
got a bad roll of the dice on this issue, 
but I would agree that these new engines  
aren’t as bombproof and reliable as the  
older engines.”  

– Daniel Mintz
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At Pacific Fishermen Shipyard in Seattle, General Manager 
Doug Dixon said the yard was working at full capacity with 

numerous big jobs.
The Northwestern, one of the famed “Deadliest Catch” crab 

boats, was in the yard, and more fishing vessels were expected, 
Dixon said in the third week of March.

Pacific Fishermen was manufacturing and installing a new  
electrical switchboard on the Northwestern to replace the one dra-
matically destroyed by a fire 100 miles south of the Pribilof Islands.

Other work on the Northwestern included shafting seal inspec-
tion, some rudder bearing work, and bow damage repair.

by MICHEL DROUIN

The Northwestern also had a high-pressure wash from the keel 
to the rail cap and was hand-prepped and primed for a full coat of 
topside paint. Similarly, the bottom was hand-prepped, primed, 
and coated with antifouling paint.

      
Fred Wahl Marine Construction in Reedsport, Oregon, reports 

construction is proceeding well at its new Bolon Island facility.
The new site will offer a 38-acre haulout facility, a 660-ton marine 

boat lift, a 50,000-square-foot boat building, a 12,000-square-foot 
paint shop, welding and fabrication shops, and long-term boat  
storage. The target date for the first haulout is Sept. 1.

The crabber Northwestern was in Pacific Fishermen Shipyard for bow repair  
and other work. Jeff Pond photo

Upgrades
galore

A ‘Deadliest Catch’ crabber 
goes in for repairs, Fred Wahl 

builds two new boats, and  
Patti converts an East Coast 

vessel to pump Pacific pollock
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Whether you have one vessel or an entire fl eet you should 
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Name your problem. From a kort nozzle repair/installation 
to a full drydock, our shipyards combine the expertise and 
technology to give you precisely what you need. 
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Vancouver Shipyards
604 988 6361

Victoria Shipyards
250 380 1602

Vancouver Drydock
604 988 7444

Meanwhile, at the Reedsport yard, the 78-foot steel shrimper-trawler Calamari was in 
for new shafting, a complete steering system rebuild, and a rework of deck hydraulics. 
She also received a new hydraulic clutch, a paint job above and below the waterline, and 
some console work in the pilothouse.

Another steel shrimper-trawler, the 72-foot Pacific Future, was in for a genset upgrade, 
a new hydraulic clutch, and a rudder and nozzle rebuild. All trawl deck equipment 
including the gantry was rebuilt, water tanks were repaired, and the vessel got a complete 
paint job.

The Eileen, a 51-foot wooden salmon troller, was in for extensive work including a 
new steering system, shafting alignment, and new hydraulics throughout to include deck 
winch, salmon gurdies, and anchor winch.

The 67-foot steel shrimper-crabber Patriot was in for bottom paint, shaft and dripless 
seal inspection, and Wahl-designed roll chocks.

Fred Wahl had a newbuild, the F/V Insatiable, under construction for Ron Kavanaugh, 
of Kodiak. The steel vessel, 58 feet by 28.5 feet, is a Wahl-designed conventional  
crabber combo with a freestanding mast. The main engine is a 750-horsepower Caterpillar 
C32. The electrical system includes two 150-kilowatt John Deere gensets and one 40-kW  
Northern Lights unit.

Another new 58-footer was under construction on spec.
      

At Platypus Marine in Port Angeles, Washington, the 58-foot Delta vessel Commander 
was back in the water in early March after being drydocked for repairs.

Work included deck resurfacing, removal and new installation of name graphics, instal-
lation of an anchor protection plate for the hull, and new wheelhouse windows. The fish 
hold was sanded and freshly gel-coated, stanchions were replaced, and two coats of 
Sharkskin antifouling paint were applied to the hull.

The 68-foot halibut schooner North, out of Neah Bay, Washington, was recently hauled 
out for some replacement caulking done the old-fashioned way, Platypus reported. She 
also received a fresh coat of bottom paint and had zincs replaced as necessary. The owner

Continued on page 38
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THE F/V NORSEMEN
by Daniel MintzSE Alaska fishing tradition lives on 

Welcome Aboard

The 42-feet long F/V Norsemen docked at its home port of Petersburg, Alaska. The vessel is rigged for halibut, salmon, and  
herring fishing. Photo courtesy of Mark Hofstad

An effective combination vessel, The F/V Norsemen switches easily 
from fishery to fishery as its owner, Mark Hofstad, continues a family 
tradition that has roots in Norway. 

Petersburg, Alaska, is known for its Norwegian heritage, and 
Hofstad and his family are part of it. 

His grandfather, Pickard Hofstad, emigrated from Norway to 
Petersburg, where he first made a living as a crewman, then as a 
herring fisherman. His father, Albert Hofstad, was born there, still lives 
there, and works as a fisherman, as he’s done all his life. 

Mark Hofstad, 49, is the third generation of his family that’s 
known Petersburg as home and been part of its commercial fishing 
community – hence the name of his vessel. 

“In Petersburg, we have a strong Norwegian community,” he said. 
Norsemen anew: The F/V Norsemen was built in 1980 by the 

Washington-based Sunnfjord Boats company. Hofstad said the vessel 
came out of a 38-foot mold, but its original owner had 4 feet added 
to it when it was built. 

Hofstad bought the vessel from its second owner 15 years ago. 
At that point, it was set up as a gillnetter. He still uses it that way but, 
recognizing the need for diversification, he rigged it up for longlining 
halibut, power-trolling for salmon, and herring pound fishing. 

Hofstad also flush-decked the vessel, raised its rails, and installed 
an aluminum shed at its stern. “After working all day back there, it’s 
kind of nice to have a roof over your head,” he said. 

Powering the boat was a toss-up between rebuilding the Detroit 
Diesel main it came with or installing a new one. Hofstad chose the 
latter, opting for a 220-horsepower four-stroke John Deere 6068, a 
move that’s yielded better fuel efficiency and reduced noise. 
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A bow thruster was installed four years ago, and the Norsemen’s 
7.5-ton Integrated Marine Systems chiller has been removed in 
anticipation of getting a new one. 

The vessel has a hold capacity of 20,000 pounds for salmon and 
13,000 pounds for halibut. Salmon and halibut fishing have been 
part of Hofstad’s life since childhood. 

Lifelong passion: Starting his fishing experience at 8 years old 
on his father’s salmon seiner, Hofstad bought his own gear and was 
running a halibut operation by the time he was in his teenage years. 

He bought his first boat – also a 42-footer – when he was 21 
years old. He gillnetted salmon and fished for halibut and herring 
for part of the year, then crewed on the F/V Theresa Marie, a snow 
crab, red crab, and Tanner crab vessel working 
the Bering Sea, to better position himself for 
paying off the debt on his boat. 

“Crewing and having my own operation kind 
of complemented each other,” he said. From 
spring to fall, he would gillnet in Southeast 
Alaska, tie up his boat, cover it up, and then 
head off to Dutch Harbor for crabbing. 

He split his efforts in that fashion for seven 
years before focusing on his own operation 
year-round. And the Norsemen is a vessel that 
can handle multiple fisheries. 

“It’s a really nice combination boat,” 
said Hofstad. “It’s really easy to jump from 
one fishery to the other without any major 
conversions.”

Versatility pays: At the time of the 
interview in mid-March, Hofstad was gearing 
up for the herring spawn on kelp fishery in 
Craig, Alaska, which he expected to be busy 
with for two to three weeks. 

Then the Norsemen switches to longlining 
for halibut, continuing through mid-June,  
when the Southeast Alaska salmon gillnet 
fishery starts. 

From summer to fall, Hofstad’s work 
adapts to the strength of salmon runs. If 
circumstances call for it, “I’ll take the gillnet 
off and switch to power trolling – I have the 
option of switching from one to the other,”  
he said. 

One thing he can’t control is the buying 
market, which is particularly changeable with 
herring roe. “The problem is our product goes 
to Japan, where it’s auctioned off,” Hofstad 
said, adding that price is influenced by the 
number of auction bidders. 

Another factor is the dollar’s performance 
against the yen, and Hofstad said it’s been 
dropping lately. Asked about the financial and 
market trends that have affected his work over 
the years, Hofstad said that there have been “a 
lot of little things” that add up. 

Continued on page 20
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Northern Lights commercial generator sets ensure that you can power through anything the sea throws at you.
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Marine Equipment, Inc.
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Mark Hofstad at the bow of his boat, the F/V Norsemen, which he 
describes as “a really nice combination boat.” Photo courtesy of  
Diane Sandvik
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Skipper: .................................................Mark Hofstad
Builder: ..................................................Sunnfjord
Length and beam:................................42' x 12.7'
Major hull alterations: ......................... Lengthened 4'
Annual haul-out shipyard: ..................Piston & Rudder
Power, main(s): .................................... John Deere
Hydraulic hoses/Retailer: ....................Piston & Rudder
Bow/stern thrusters and size: ............Key Power 8"
Stabilizers: .............................................2
Reduction gear and ratio: ...................506 2:1 Twin Disk
Generator and size: .............................5-S KAV Northern Lights
Hydraulics: ............................................Vickers 24
Prop: ......................................................28 x 24 blade prop
Prop tuning: ..........................................Kruger & Sons
Retailer for miscellaneous fittings: ....Piston & Rudder
Hooks: ...................................................Mustad
Buoy strobe: .........................................Aqua line

Getting the job done: F/V Norsemen
Web: ......................................................Redden Marine
Rollers:...................................................Kinematics
Corks: ....................................................B12
Winches:................................................P12
Machinery/power controls: ................Simplex Gurdle
Chart system:........................................Nobeltec
Satellite phone/Service Provider: ......GlobalStar
Sounder(s) and servicing: .................. Furuno
Finders(s) and servicing: .................... Furuno
Radio(s) and servicing: ....................... Icom
Autopilot: .............................................. Furuno Nav pilot
Windows: ..............................................Diamond Sea Glaze
Insurance/broker: ................................Petersburg/Wrangell Inc.
Airline used most frequently: .............Alaska Air
Survival suits .........................................Mustang
Life rafts: ...............................................Guardian
Safety equipment retailers .................Ace/Homeport Electronics

14-440 MHP100 - 750 HP

250 - 900 MHP 450 - 570 MHP
www.cascadeengine.com

“I’ve been through the rise of the fish farms, currency exchange 
rates always being in flux, and there’s always political things out there 
to deal with,” he continued. 

His work could represent the Hofstad family’s closing phase of 

fishing in Petersburg. He doubts his 10-year-old daughter, Venice, will 
pursue fishing, and she hasn’t been out on the Norsemen yet. 

But Hofstad views that as the nature of fishing. “It’s a personal 
choice,” he said. “Either you want to do it or you don’t,” he said.
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SCIENCE

“These waves really talk to each other,” says MIT researcher Themis 
Sapsis. “They interact and exchange energy. It’s not just bad luck.”  
MIT News image

Sailing history is rife with tales of monster-sized rogue  
waves – huge, towering walls of water that seemingly rise up from  

nothing to dwarf, then deluge, vessel and crew. Rogue waves can 
measure eight times higher than the surrounding seas and can strike 
in otherwise calm waters, with virtually no warning.

Now a prediction tool developed by Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology engineers may give mariners a two- to three- 
minute warning of an incoming rogue wave, providing them with  
enough time to shut down essential operations on a ship or  
offshore platform.

The tool, in the form of an algorithm, sifts through data from  
surrounding waves to spot clusters of waves that may develop into 
a rogue wave. Depending on a wave group’s length and height, the 
algorithm computes a probability that the group will turn into a 
rogue wave within the next few minutes.

“It’s precise in the sense that it’s telling us very accurately 
the location and the time that this rare event will happen,” says  
Themis Sapsis, the American Bureau of Shipping Career  
Development Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering at MIT. 
“We have a range of possibilities, and we can say that this will be a 
dangerous wave, and you’d better do something. That’s really all 
you need.”

Sapsis and former postdoc Will Cousins published their results in 
February in the Journal of Fluid Mechanics.

Rogue wave coming!
New prediction tool gives warning 
of rare and dangerous ocean event

‘Not just bad luck’
Like many complex systems, the open ocean can be represent-

ed as a chaotic mix of constantly changing data points. To under-
stand and predict rare events such as rogue waves, scientists have  
typically taken a leave-no-wave-behind approach, in which they 
try to simulate every individual wave in a given body of water, 
to give a high-resolution picture of the sea state, as well as any  
suspicious, rogue-like activity. This extremely detailed approach  
is also computationally expensive, as it requires a cluster of  
computers to solve equations for each and every wave and their 
interactions with surrounding waves.

“It’s accurate, but it’s extremely slow — you cannot run these 
computations on your laptop,” Sapsis says. “There’s no way 
to predict rogue waves practically. That’s the gap we’re trying  
to address.”

Sapsis and Cousins devised a much simpler, faster way to  
predict rogue waves, given data on the surrounding wave field.

In previous work, the team identified one mechanism by which 
rogue waves form in unidirectional wave fields. They observed that, 
while the open ocean consists of many waves, most of which move 
independently of each other, some waves cluster together in a sin-
gle wave group, rolling through the ocean together. Certain wave 
groups, they found, end up “focusing” or exchanging energy in a 
way that eventually leads to an extreme rogue wave.

“These waves really talk to each other,” Sapsis says. “They  
interact and exchange energy. It’s not just bad luck. It’s the  
dynamics that create this phenomenon.”

Going rogue
In their current work, the researchers sought to identify  

precursors, or patterns, in those wave groups that ultimately 
end up as rogue waves. To do this, they combined ocean wave 
data, available from measurements taken by ocean buoys, with  
nonlinear analysis of the underlying water wave equations.

Sapsis and Cousins used the statistical data to quantify the 
range of wave possibilities for a given body of water. They then  
developed a novel approach to analyze the nonlinear dynamics of 
the system and predict which wave groups will evolve into extreme 
rogue waves.

They were able to predict which groups turned rogue, based 
on two parameters: a wave group’s length and height. The com-
bination of statistics and dynamics helped the team identify the  
length-scale of a critical wave group, which has the highest  
likelihood of evolving into a rogue wave. Using this, the team 

STATE  OF  ALASKA  
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The giant wave of Icy Bay
A landslide last fall caused a giant wave of the type not seen in 

Alaska since the storied 1958 event in Lituya Bay.
After a period of heavy rains, a mountainside near Tyndall  

Glacier collapsed into a fiord of Icy Bay on Oct. 17, 2015. The  
displaced water generated a wave that sheared alders more than 
500 feet up on a hillside across from the slide.

To put that in perspective, the 2011 tsunami in Japan reached 
about 130 feet above sea level. The Icy Bay wave may be the largest 
since a magnitude 8 earthquake shook much of a mountain into 
Lituya Bay in 1958. The wave that followed ripped spruce from 
1,700 feet up a mountain slope and left trimlines in the bay that are 
visible today.

Immense rockslide: Last October, seismologists at Columbia 
University in New York detected the Icy Bay landslide on their 
instruments. Göran Ekström and Colin Stark specialize in picking 
up landslide signals. They figured the slide spilled 200 million tons 
of rock in 60 seconds.

Winter snows hid the extent of the wave generated from the 
rock avalanche. Upon hearing a report from a pilot colleague that 
the landslide area of Icy Bay was free of snow, glaciologist Chris  
Larsen flew there in his Cessna 180 from his home in Fairbanks. The  
Geophysical Institute professor used a camera system mounted in 
his plane to make a high-resolution map of the landslide and the 
path of the mega-tsunami.

“It almost blows away everything in the historical record except 
for Lituya Bay,” he said. “It’s really a unique event to have a  
tsunami 100 meters high.”

by NED ROZELL

The site of an immense landslide in Taan Fiord, within Icy Bay. Photos 
courtesy of Chris Larsen

The landslide dumped rocks and soil into a finger of Icy Bay 
known as Taan Fiord. The avalanche debris also covered the 
tongue of Tyndall Glacier where it dips into salt water. Seconds 
after the mass hit the water, a wave swept down the fiord.

No fishing boats around: Unlike during the Lituya Bay  
tsunami – during which three anchored boats were sunk by or rode 
atop a 100-foot wall of water – no fishermen were in Taan Bay at 
the time of the slide.

“If it was September or any time in the summer, the wave could 
have gotten a fishing boat or two,” Larsen said.

The Icy Bay landslide was larger than the amount of rock and 
soil a huge earthquake shook into Lituya Bay on a July day in 1958. 
But the Lituya Bay wave was larger because it fell from a higher 
elevation into deeper water.

Scientists estimate the Icy Bay slide might be the biggest  
non-volcanic landslide, by volume, in North America’s written  
history. Icy Bay and places like it will have more landslides as time 
goes on, Larsen said. Warmer temperatures melt more glacial ice 
that buttress hillsides. When the ice melts, oversteepened slopes 
will fail. Sometimes it takes a big rain or an earthquake to shake  
them down.

“These mega-tsunamis are infrequent in the historical record but 
will most likely increase,” Larsen said.  

Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks  
Geophysical Institute.

A landslide-generated wave last October shaved spruce trees off a  
peninsula within Taan Fiord.

derived a simple algorithm to predict a rogue wave based on  
incoming data. By tracking the energy of the surrounding wave 
field over this length-scale, they could immediately calculate the  
probability of a rogue wave developing.

“Using data and equations, we’ve determined for any given sea 
state the wave groups that can evolve into rogue waves,” Sapsis 
says. “Of those, we only observe the ones with the highest probabil-
ity of turning into a rare event. That’s extremely efficient to do.”

Sapsis says the team’s algorithm is able to predict rogue waves 
several minutes before they fully develop. To put the algorithm into 
practice, he says ships and offshore platforms will have to utilize 
high-resolution scanning technologies such as LIDAR and radar to 
measure the surrounding waves.

“If we know the wave field, we can identify immediately what 

would be the critical length-scale that one has to observe and then 
identify spatial regions with high probability for a rare event,”  
Sapsis says. “If you are performing operations on an aircraft carrier 
or offshore platform, this is extremely important.”

“The approach is original – it is fast, easy to implement, and it 
does not require computational power,” says Miguel Onorato,  
professor of physics at the University of Turin, who was not 
involved in the research. “Tests in wave basins and field measure-
ments data are needed in order to establish reliability of the tool in 
realistic conditions.”

This research was supported in part by the Office of Naval 
Research, the Army Research Office, and the American Bureau  
of Shipping.  

– Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

New trash can tells old story of Kodiak’s first cannery
Kodiak and Petersburg got a splash of historic color this spring, 

thanks to the efforts of Bruce Schactler, a Kodiak fisherman, and 
Karen Hofstad, a collector in Petersburg. Both communities joined 
the likes of Anacortes and Astoria to feature their fisheries history 
on trash cans.

Old salmon can labels from local processing operations are 
wrapped around the trash cans and delight the eye. There is a  
butterfly here, an old sailor there. My favorite label is not so flashy. 
Sitting next to the Orpheum Theater in downtown Kodiak is the 
Alaska Packers Association’s Horse Shoe Brand.

Within the downward pointing horseshoe, the letters “KP CO” 
are woven together. The Horse 
Shoe Brand was originally packed 
by the Karluk Packing Co., the 
first cannery to be established on 
Kodiak Island, in 1882. The his-
tory of the Karluk Packing Co.  
not only brings us back to the infancy 
of the commercial salmon fishery 
in Alaska, it has its origins in 1868, 
a few months after the Treaty of  
Cession cemented the United States’ 
purchase of Russian America. Then, 
the U.S. Army administered Alas-
ka as Indian country, establishing  
forts in Sitka, Wrangell, Tongass, 
Kenai, St. Paul Island in the Pribilofs, 
and Kodiak.

Rush to business: As the Army 
attempted to get a sense of the  
massive territory it was to oversee, 
businessmen were quickly jockeying 
to control trade in Alaska. A represen-
tative of the business that purchased 
the properties and goods of the Rus-
sian-American Co. arrived in Kodiak 
even before the Army had a chance to 
establish Fort Kodiak. This company 
became the Alaska Commercial Co. 
(AC). Charles Hirsch served as one 
of the company’s earliest managers 
in Kodiak.

Whereas Hirsch was sent to 
Kodiak, his future partner, Oliver 
Smith, wasn’t even supposed to be 
there. Smith was a soldier destined to 
Fort Kenay (Kenai), but the Torrent, the boat delivering the soldiers 
and their supplies, wrecked in Cook Inlet before Battery F could 
hang the Stars and Stripes at the former Russian fort they were 
to occupy. The detachment was rescued and brought to Kodiak, 
where Battery G became their unsuspecting hosts until the supplies 
required for Fort Kenay could be requisitioned.

Although it was an unlucky beginning to his Alaska story, 
Smith’s prospects improved. He was discharged from the 
Army and then quickly returned to Alaska and started working 
under Hirsch in AC’s Kodiak office. The horseshoe symbol that  
eventually morphed into the Horse Shoe Brand first appears in  

historic letterhead and invoices in the 1870s. 
By then, Smith had become a ship’s captain 
and together with his former boss, Hirsch, 
had started a salt salmon enterprise at the 
mouth of the Karluk River, calling it Smith, 
Hirsch and Co.

In 1882, Smith, Hirsch and Co. reorganized as the Karluk  
Packing Co. and shipped the building materials, tin, tools, and 
skilled Chinese tinsmiths to Karluk. From then on, most of their 
salmon was destined to be packed in cans, not barrels.

Horse seining: Karluk salmon were caught in beach seines, a 
fact that the label’s horseshoe might 
be referencing. Oral tradition holds 
that horses were used to haul in 
beach seines at Karluk in the early 
years of the commercial salmon 
fishery. Imagine the condition of 
the horses once they had arrived at 
the Karluk Spit, after spending two 
weeks aboard a cramped sailing 
ship heading north from California. 
Perhaps the horses were actually 
shipped from Astoria, the horse  
seining capital of the salmon fishery. 
Fishing methods, processing tech-
nologies, and fishermen from the 
Columbia River were instrumen-
tal in the development of Alaska’s  
salmon industry, including at Karluk. 
In Astoria, fishermen replaced 
ploughs with seines, harnessing draft 
horses to haul in gargantuan Colum-
bia River Chinooks. In this case, the 
agricultural overtones made when 
referring to fishermen as harvesters 
seems more than just allegorical.

When creating their Horse Shoe 
Brand label, who knows if Smith and 
Hirsch were honoring the work of 
their fishing horses or merely hop-
ing that the horseshoe would bring 
the fledgling enterprise a measure of 
luck. It seems to have accomplished 
the latter, since when the Karluk 
Packing Co. joined the Alaska Pack-
ers Association in 1893, the cannery 

had packed more salmon than any other processor in Alaska.
It’s problematic to call Smith and Hirsch pioneers, considering 

Russians had lived among the Alutiiq in the region for 80 years 
by the time the pair arrived, one with the Army, the other with the 
Alaska Commercial Co. However, there is no disputing that with 
their Horse Shoe Brand canned salmon, they founded the commer-
cial seafood industry in Kodiak.

Anjuli Grantham writes monthly about the history of Alaska’s seafood 
industry. She works as a curator in Kodiak and as director of the Alaska 
Historic Canneries Initiative. Reach her at anjuligrantham@gmail.com.
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by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK

Bristol Bay packers, and fish cops, say they’ll be ready
Processing capacity: Bristol Bay is ex-

pected to see another big catch of sockeye 
salmon this year, and processors say they’ll 
be geared up to handle the full volume of 
fish and then some.

That’s not to say, however, that gillnett-
ers won’t be placed on delivery limits from 
time to time should the sockeye pile in  
rapidly, overwhelming canneries.

In a survey conducted by the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, the 12 pro-
cessors accounting for nearly all the bay’s 
production said they intend to purchase 
35.5 million sockeye this season. That’s well 
above the harvest forecast of 29.5 million.

The processor survey estimated a  
maximum daily processing capacity of 2.6 
million fish.

“As processors finalize operational plans 
and assess the domestic and world markets 
for salmon, their plans may change between 
the time of the survey and the salmon fish-
ing season,” said the survey report, released 
March 24.“The salmon capacity estimated 
in this report is not guaranteed, nor is there 
an implied guarantee that all fishermen will 
have buyers for all of their salmon.”

      
Bumper boats: We know how feisty 

the fishing can be in Bristol Bay, espe-
cially along district lines crowded with  
dozens of boats.

State fish cops, however, say things are 
getting out of hand, and they’re not going  
to tolerate it.

“During the last few commercial fish-
ing seasons in Bristol Bay, Alaska Wild-
life Troopers have investigated numerous 
complaints of assaults and vessel ramming 
on the fishing grounds,” said the state’s 
written outlook for this year ’s fishery. 
“Several investigations have resulted in  
criminal charges. Because of this, during 
the 2016 season the Alaska Wildlife Troop-
ers will monitor and aggressively pursue 
all complaints of assaultive behavior during  
the fishery.”

The outlook noted a person can be 
charged with felony assault “if that person 
recklessly places another person in fear of 
imminent serious physical injury by means 
of a dangerous instrument.”

And what’s a dangerous instrument?
“A 32-foot boat, a pike pole, a Victorinox 

knife, or a deck brush could be considered 
dangerous instruments,” the outlook said.

Enforcement priorities will include  
continued focus on line and fishing period 
violations, with troopers using airplanes, 
helicopters, patrol vessels, and even under-
cover fishing boats.

      
Six more years: Alaska’s senior U.S. 

senator, Lisa Murkowski, got a boost to her 
re-election bid with a March 30 endorsement 
from United Fishermen of Alaska, the state’s 
flagship commercial fishing group.

“With this early endorsement, Alaska 
fishermen are recognizing Sen.Murkows-
ki’s extraordinary efforts to improve their  
businesses and the communities they live 
in,” said Jerry McCune, UFA president.

Murkowski, a Republican, is working 
on such issues as securing a permanent 
exemption for fishermen from federal vessel  
discharge permit requirements and resisting 
genetically modified salmon, UFA said.

      
Sitkine kings: A drift gillnet fishery for 

Stikine River king salmon was scheduled to 
open May 2, two weeks ahead of the Copper 
River’s traditional mid-May start.

      
Hatching shellfish: Alaska has world-

class hatcheries for producing finfish, most 
notably pink and chum salmon.

Now the state is looking to develop shell-
fish hatcheries.

In February, Gov. Bill Walker offered state 
legislators a bill authorizing the commission-
er of fish and game to “permit the construc-
tion and operation of shellfish hatcheries by 
nonprofit corporations for the purpose of 
enhancing shellfish fisheries.”

Currently under Alaska statutes, the com-
missioner may permit shellfish hatcher-
ies for the purpose of supplying an aquat-
ic farm, but not for enhancing shellfish  
fisheries.

UFA voiced its support for the legislation, 
which was introduced as House Bill 300.

“We support HB 300 because of the 
broader need to help develop shell-
fish aquaculture beyond only producing  
broodstock,” UFA said in a March 22 letter 
to legislators.

UFA and other supporters cited ongoing 
research efforts to boost wild populations of 
sea cucumbers and king crab.

      
Name brand: The Bristol Bay Regional  

Seafood Development Association is under-
taking a new campaign to establish “a 
unique, regional brand identity for Bristol 
Bay salmon.”

It will begin with a trial effort in one city. 
At press time, the organization was not yet 
ready to say which city.

The campaign could involve advertis-
ing, special events, work with retailers, or  
other aspects, said Becky Martello, the  
association’s executive director.

T h e  B B R S D A 
board allocated up to 
$700,000 for the project 
this year, she said.

The association has 
lined up some profes-
sionals to help with the branding campaign 
including Phil Gibson, a former corporate 
seafood director for Safeway.

Also, the association has hired Rising 
Tide Communications, an Anchorage public  
relations and marketing firm. Rising Tide  
clients include the Alaska Seafood  
Marketing Institute and the Alaska Marine 
Conservation Council.

“The Rising Tide team has been immersed 
in seafood marketing at the consumer and 
retail level for years and brings not only 
industry knowledge but years of commercial 
fishing experience to the table,” the associa-
tion said. “Principal Kate Consenstein grew 
up at her family’s setnet site in Kodiak’s west 
side, and account manager Christine Fanning 
and her husband are gillnet permit holders 
and halibut quota owners in Juneau.”

Bristol Bay’s huge sockeye runs support 
Alaska’s most valuable salmon fishery.

The BBRSDA launched in 2006 when 
drift gillnetters voted to self-impose a land-
ings tax to pay for initiatives to improve the  
quality and value of the catch.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing  
magazine and producer of Deckboss, a blog on 
Alaska commercial fisheries.
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Salmon permit values tumble while halibut shares soar
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7910 N.E. Day Rd West, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 USA

Editor’s note: Information in this column was current as of mid-March.

Permit price trends: Disappointing salmon prices last year and a 
dim outlook for the upcoming season have caused the value of Alas-
ka fishing permits to plummet.

“A lot of people had disastrous seasons last year, whether it was 
drift gillnet or seine permits, and the values have declined dramati-
cally,” said Doug Bowen, of Alaska Boats & Permits in Homer.

At Bristol Bay, a base sockeye price of 50 cents a pound helped 
push drift gillnet permit prices into the $98,000 range, down from 
$175,000 last spring.

“That may be the bottom – they seem to have come up a bit,” Bow-
en said.

The lower prices have spawned little interest in bay drift permits – 
likewise for salmon seine cards across the state.

Seine permits at Prince William Sound were priced in the $150,000 
range, down from over $200,000 a year ago. Kodiak seine permits 
were in the mid-$30s, and a Cook Inlet drift permit was valued in the 
$60,000 range.

Bowen doesn’t expect the tide to turn anytime soon.
“I’m afraid a lot of the same factors that contributed to the low 

prices we saw last year are pretty much the same this year. It’s not an 
optimistic outlook for salmon, and that is depressing the market for 
permits, and also the boats,” he said. “There are lots on the market, 
lots of sellers, not that many buyers.”

The situation was slightly better in Southeast Alaska, where drift-
net permits were getting a plug of interest.

“More than I thought compared to all the other salmon areas,” said 
Olivia Olsen, of Alaskan Quota & Permits in Petersburg.

“We started at $78,000 in November, and drifts now are going for 

$85,000, and they may creep up from there,” 
Olsen said. “Same with power troll permits. 
They’ve been pretty steady with sales at about 
$35,000, which is down about $6,000 from last 
year but still a pretty good price when you 
listen to all the talk about bad salmon prices. 
Hand troll permits also are on the upswing to $12,000.”

Both brokers said salmon permit prices tend to tick upwards the 
closer it gets to salmon season.

      
Halibut shares shocker: This year’s increase in halibut catch  

limits combined with hopes of continued strong ex-vessel prices was 
enough to send quota share prices skyrocketing.

“There was a big rush after the halibut numbers were announced 
in late January,” Olsen said.

The coastwide halibut catch limit increased by 2.3 percent to  
nearly 30 million pounds. Alaska’s share of 21.45 million pounds is 
up 235,000 pounds from 2015.

“I would say quota prices shot up $10 a pound since December,” 
Olsen said of Southeast shares. “We have current sales pending at 
$63 and $65 per pound, with rumors of going higher. Those prices 
are just unheard of, and to jump up that high in that short period of 
time – oh, my golly!”

Are people buying at these nosebleed prices?
“There’s a lot of people drawing the line, but there are a few who 

have bought. They’ve been waiting a long time for it and are just 
going to bite the bullet,” Olsen said.

The same holds true for quota prices in the Central Gulf of Alaska, 
the state’s largest halibut fishing hole.

“Those are bumping up to $60,” Bowen said. “We’ve had offers of 
$59 but no takers. Quota shares for the Western Gulf have increased 
by around $5 and are in the $40s if you can find it. There is strong 
interest there and also in Bering Sea regions. But it’s the same  
scenario – more buyers than sellers and the market is really tight.”

      
Got ice? A grassroots push is underway in Kodiak for a self-pay 

icehouse and crane.
“It’s kind of strange that Kodiak doesn’t have this facility,” said 

fisherman Theresa Peterson, outreach director for the Alaska Marine 
Conservation Council, noting that Kodiak is “home to the largest and 
most diversified fleet in Alaska.”

The need and benefits go far beyond commercial fishing,  
Peterson stressed. It would serve Kodiak’s outlying villages, sport 
charter operators, recreational anglers, and hunters.

Fisherman Darius Kasprzak, who calls Kodiak’s lack of a public 
icehouse “flabbergasting,” is worried that a lack of it will drive the 
island’s fleet of small salmon boats out of business.

“More processors are requiring RSW (refrigerated seawater) sys-
tems and are phasing out all the ice boats. Only a few processors are 
still accepting fish iced in holds, and most of those are grandfathered 
in,” Kasprzak said. “So all these little boats that don’t have room for 
RSW or don’t have the money are walking on pins and needles. But if 
there’s public ice that will change things dramatically.”

Boat owners with RSW also would like to be able to grab ice so 
they could shut down the systems at night “and not have to listen to 
it,” he added.

“It’s worth it to buy some ice and chill off the top of the fish and 
not have to buy fuel and put wear and tear on the RSW,” he said.

The Kodiak City Council was to hear the issue on March 15.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor column and produces “Alaska Fish 
Radio” out of Kodiak.
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average chum returns.
Good Chinook salmon returns are expect-

ed for Area 8.
In southern B.C., poor returns for southern 

sockeye are anticipated though no forecast 
numbers were available. With an average 
return of southern chums, some fisheries are expected.

In 2012, the brood year for this year’s Fraser River sockeye, the 
return was 2,224,000 fish with 656,000 fish harvested, including 
510,000 fish caught by Canada, 111,000 fish caught by the United 
States, and 34,000 taken in test fisheries.

Barkley Sound sockeye returns on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island are not expected to be anywhere near the record number 
of 1.9 million that returned last year, but a very small fishery is 
expected on a fair return of 5-year-old fish.

      
LNG delay : The Pacific 

NorthWest LNG plant pro-
posed for Lelu Island near 
Prince Rupert was in the news 
again with the announcement 
March 21 that Canada’s federal 
government was delaying its 
decision on approving the facil-
ity for three months because of  
environmental concerns.

Local First Nations, fisher-
men, and environmental advo-
cates have maintained that the 
proposed location in the estuary 
of the Skeena River is a threat to 
fish populations.

Canada’s environment min-
ister, Catherine McKenna, had 
been expected to release a deci-

sion in late March on whether the government would approve  
the project.

Meanwhile, the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
has asked the Pacific NorthWest LNG project, backed by the 
Malaysian energy giant Petronas, to answer a list of questions 
about impacts on fish and mammals.

      
Endangered rivers: The Outdoor Recreation Council of  

British Columbia in March released its most endangered rivers list 
for 2016, mentioning the province’s two largest salmon rivers.

The Skeena River estuary appeared on the list because of concern 
that eelgrass beds on Flora Bank, which provide essential salmon-
rearing habitat, would be damaged by the proposed LNG terminal.

The Fraser River made the list because it faces numerous  
development and industrial pressures along with urbanization and 
pollution. The Fraser is also confronted with pressures associated 
with climate change, the ORC said, pointing out that last summer 
the river was especially warm.

Of particular concern, said ORC Rivers chair Mark Angelo, 
is that climate change could push more and more native species 
northward over time.

Recent studies have indicated that aboriginal fish catches could 
diminish by up to 50 percent by 2050 as marine species move up 
the coast in search of cooler waters, the ORC noted.

Michel Drouin has been covering the B.C. fishing industry since 1990.

Herring results: British Columbia’s South Coast roe herring 
fishery was hard, fast, and successful for seiners in the Strait of 
Georgia. The fishery opened March 3 and closed March 6 after the 
seiners had taken 8,407 tons, just over the 8,374-ton quota.

The roe percentage was good in the herring, and fish sizes  
were reported to be larger than has been occurring in the past  
few seasons.

For gillnetters, it wasn’t so easy. The fishery opened March 6 and 
by March 28, with no more boats fishing, roe herring gillnetters still 
had taken only 6,750 tons out of the 11,571-ton quota.

The gillnet fishery started off very well, with good catches on the 
first day, but then a series of severe storms blew in, dispersing the 
fish and forcing the fishermen to retire from the grounds because 
of weather. After the storms, fishing never really picked up again.

There had been concerns earlier in the year about the new cable 
ferry in Baynes Sound between 
Buckley Bay on Vancouver 
Island and Denman Island. The 
sound is usually where the bulk 
of seine-caught roe herring is 
taken every year.

A co-industry protocol agree-
ment was set in place between 
BC Ferries, the herring fishing 
industry, and the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. The agree-
ment acknowledged that all three 
parties have equal opportunity 
to operate in the Baynes Sound 
waterway and specified that, 
during the herring fishery, the 
cable ferry would work with the 
fishing fleet to minimize disrup-
tions and optimize the fishery.

Deborah Marshall, executive 
director of public affairs at BC Ferries, told Pacific Fishing that, 
during the fishery, BC Ferries personnel were communicating 
with DFO and the fish boats to ensure the herring fishery went 
smoothly. All parties worked together.

“We delayed a couple of sailings on each of the three days by 
about 10 minutes. Because it’s only a 10-minute crossing, the cable 
ferry was back on time for the following sailing,” she said. “The 
protocol worked well with all parties sharing the water.”

The North Coast quota was 2,500 tons. The North Coast  
gillnet fishery opened March 18 and closed March 22 with 1,522 
tons caught. The seine fishery opened March 20 in Kitkatla. By 
March 28, 735 tons were recorded.

On B.C.’s Central Coast, 215 tons were allocated to the  
commercial roe herring fleet. In a March 26 fishery, 234 tons  
were caught.

      
Salmon outlook: Forecasts were still vague for B.C. salmon in 

2016, but some news was emerging.
An average run to the Nass of 500,000 to 600,000 sockeye may 

provide about a 200,000-fish commercial catch.
The Skeena River is predicted to have a 1.4 million sockeye 

return, so a small gillnet fishery is expected. An average Chinook 
return and a poor chum return are expected to the Skeena, but no 
numbers were available.

No details for pink salmon were available for North Coast areas.
Moving to B.C.’s Central Coast, areas 7 and 8 are expecting  

by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA
Roe herring seiners feast while gillnetters struggle

B.C. Premier Christy Clark is supporting the Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
a pending trade agreement she says would help the seafood sector by 
removing export tariffs. For more details, go to tinyurl.com/z83qcm4.
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MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE WILSON

Poor coho outlook threatens Northwest salmon fisheries
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Closures considered: The big news in March was that 
state and tribal fishery managers were considering closing all  
commercial and recreational Chinook and coho salmon fisheries 
in ocean waters off Washington this year due to poor forecasts for 
returning coho.

It was only one of three alternatives for ocean salmon fisheries 
under consideration as part of the federal salmon-setting process 
on the West Coast. But it caused an uproar in Washington and Ore-
gon fishing communities near the mouth of the Columbia River.

Only 380,000 Columbia River hatchery coho are expected to 
return to the Washington coast this year, roughly half of what was 
predicted in last year’s run.

Coho returns were poor last year as well, with only 242,000 
coho returning to the Columbia River. Some coho stocks there are 
listed for protection under the federal Endangered Species Act 
and are already particularly vulnerable to pressures from fishing 
as well as from shifting ocean conditions and warmer water tem-
peratures that researchers and fishery managers have witnessed in  
recent years.

However, forecasters do expect a strong return of Columbia  
River fall Chinook this year.

“The mix of salmon runs this year is unusual,” the Pacific  
Fishery Management Council’s outgoing executive director,  
Donald McIsaac, said in a statement released in mid-March. While 
the forecast for returning fall Chinook to the Columbia River 
remains “exceptionally high,” he said, “expectations for wild coho 
runs to the Washington coast and Puget Sound areas can only be 
described as disastrous.”

Predictions for various salmon runs  
elsewhere along the West Coast are similarly 
erratic. In the south, Sacramento River fall 
Chinook are healthy, while Klamath River fall 
Chinook returns will likely be very poor.

“This will be a challenging year for salmon 
fisheries,” said council Vice Chair Herb Pollard.

At its April meeting in Vancouver, the council was expected to 
narrow down the three options to a single recommendation. This 
recommendation will go to the National Marine Fisheries Service 
for final approval.

      
Gillnet landings: In March, gillnetters in Youngs Bay landed 

around 485 Chinook, with the fish averaging around 13.3 to 13.9 
pounds each. Chinook caught in the first week of March were  
larger, averaging around 15.9 pounds.

During this same period last year, gillnetters landed  
approximately 584, according to numbers provided by the  
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. Fishing dates near the 
end of March that year – March 25, March 26, and March 30 – were 
rescinded. Average weights of Chinook caught throughout the 
month ranged from a high of 15 pounds to a low of 12 pounds.

      
Capsizing tragedy: The Patty AJ, a 62-foot trawler, capsized 

between the Coos Bay Bar jetties March 23.
A good Samaritan rescued three of the people aboard, the U.S. 

Coast Guard said, and a search ensued for a fourth person, the 
boat’s skipper.

“Witnesses saw the vessel list to port while turning, quickly roll, 
capsize, and toss three people into the water,” the Coast Guard 
said. “The vessel was reportedly inbound with 20,000 pounds of 
Dover sole in the hold and had a National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration observer on board, who was one of the three 
people rescued.”

The body of skipper Jerry Barkley ultimately was found  
during salvage efforts on the vessel, a local newspaper, The  
World, reported.

Ronald Silva was reported as the Patty AJ’s owner.
      

Too smart: Tired of sea lions yet?
Fishermen docked in the Port of Astoria’s East Mooring Basin 

continue to endure the presence of hundreds of the enormous, 
noisy animals on a daily basis after the port’s newest idea to clear 
the docks worked about as well as expected.

Video taken at the mooring basin in March showed sea lions 
nonchalantly lounging in cozy piles along the docks as brightly 
colored, inflatable wind dancers (the kind you see outside of car 
lots) swayed drunkenly nearby.

According to some reports, the inflatable dancers worked for 
a while, startling the sea lions when they first went up. But, as 
one port official predicted, once the sea lions figured out that the  
dancers weren’t a threat – other than being aggressively cheery – 
they soon returned to the docks.

As reported in last month’s column, the port continues to work 
with local high school students to build metal barriers that will be 
installed around the docks to discourage the sea lions from hauling 
out there.

Katie Wilson reports from Astoria, Ore.
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Fishing time drops along with California salmon populations
Discouraging outlook: California’s preseason salmon  

population forecasts are well below last year’s and may be  
optimistic, setting the stage for the most restrictive commercial 
ocean fishing season in recent years.

As of press time, public hearings on Pacific Fishery Management 
Council (PFMC) season proposals had just begun, with the council 
set to approve area-specific alternatives in mid-April.

Reduction of fishing time is most intense in northern areas of the 
state, due to the low forecast for Klamath River fall run Chinook 
salmon. The adult population forecast for that stock is 142,200 fish, 
far below last year’s forecast of 423,800 fish.

The forecast for Sacramento River fall run Chinook is 299,600 
fish, less than half of last year’s 652,000-fish forecast.

Fishing seasons are crimped accordingly, and the council’s pre-
season report casts doubt on the accuracy of the forecasts.

“The abundance of most coho stocks, as well as southern fall 
Chinook stocks (Sacramento and Klamath), came in well below 
preseason forecasts in 2015,” the report reads, adding that “this pat-
tern of over-predicting abundance for many stocks also occurred 
during the strong El Niño events of 1982-83 and 1997-98.”

With another “very strong” El Niño in the mix now, the continu-
ation of “several phenomena that can be viewed as unfavorable to 
salmon” – including low biomass of copepods, a small crustacean 
prey species – will affect ocean salmon populations.

With ocean conditions in flux, population forecasting is inexact.
“Given the incidence of over-forecasting abundance for many 

stocks in 2015 and the apparent continuation of unproductive 
ocean conditions, the (Salmon Technical Team) is concerned that 
abundance forecasts presented in this report may prove to be  
optimistic,” the preseason report states.

Forecasts were overestimated last year – only 109,900 Chinook 
were landed statewide by the commercial troll fleet in 2015 despite 
predictions of fairly robust abundance.

This year’s season is restrictive under all of the alternatives 
pending before the PFMC.

In the Klamath Management Zone between the state’s northern 
border and the Humboldt South Jetty, the first two season alter-
natives are limited to September quotas of 3,000 and 1,000 fish. A 
third alternative is total closure.

The month of July is closed in all three alternatives for the Fort 
Bragg area, with partial openings during May and August. A short 
window of fishing is allowed in June under the third alternative, 
and the month of September is open in all three alternatives.

In the San Francisco Bay area, May, 
August, and September are mostly open in 
all three alternatives. June is only partially 
open in all of the alternatives, and July is 
mostly closed.

The report states that “the commercial 
fishery alternatives are expected to gener-
ate coastwide income impacts ranging from  
36 percent to 60 percent below last year’s 
levels.”

That’s tough to bear following last year’s 
disappointing season. And the prognosis for 
the next two years doesn’t suggest improved 
income potential – many of the juvenile fish 
that were hammered by drought are in the 
ocean now, and they’ll comprise the returns 

for next year and the year after.
      

Crabbing at last: The salmon fishing 
restrictions intensify the economic impacts 
of the delay of commercial Dungeness crab 
fishing due to domoic acid, a naturally occurring toxin. But with 
crab samples coming up clean in the state’s central and southern 
areas, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife opened com-
mercial crabbing south of the Mendocino-Sonoma county line in  
late March.

Strong winds kept the fleet docked as of press time, however.
Though long delayed, the opening is a positive turn.
“It’s not the optimum time to start, but it’s very good news that 

people finally get to go to work,” said Dave Bitts, president of the 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.

Bitts said a federal fishery disaster declaration – which uses an 80 
percent season revenue loss as a threshold – is still quite possible.

“Even if guys go out and get ’em, I’m confident we will be  
within that criteria,” he said.

As of late March, the state’s northern area remained closed  
due to one out of six crab samples testing just above the safety 
threshold in Trinidad.

      
Sardine slump continues: Also looming as of this writing is the 

continued closure of the West Coast sardine season.
The 2015 to 2016 season was closed due to a stock assessment 

of 97,000 metric tons, significantly below a required 150,000-ton  
biomass threshold.

This year’s season also looks to be headed for closure, as stock 
assessments have again fallen below the threshold. Depending on 
the modeling used, assessments of 65,000 and 106,000 tons were on 
the table.

The lower assessment didn’t account for strong recruitment  
in 2015.

Interviewed two weeks before the PFMC’s deliberations on the 
sardine season, Diane Pleschner-Steele of the California Wetfish 
Producers Association said accounting for recruitment supports 
the higher stock assessment.

“That will be the number they use,” she said.
As with salmon forecasts, assessing sardine abundance is a bit of 

a guessing game.
“It’s really frustrating when the best available science isn’t good 

enough,” Pleschner-Steele said.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.
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Professional Services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

ADVERTISERS INDEX
Alaska Boats and Permits ...................................................33
Alaska Independent Tendermens ...................................30
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute ...............................39
Alaskan Quota & Permits ...................................................33
Auto-Maskin LLC .............................................................. 7, 11
Baier Marine ...........................................................................17
Ballard Oil................................................................................25
Black Pearl IFQ Fisheries .....................................................35
Cascade Engine Center .......................................................21
City/Port of Kodiak ...............................................................12
Copper River Boats & Permits ...........................................33
Cummins Northwest ...........................................................13
Dana F. Besecker Co .............................................................31
Diesel America West ............................................................31
Division of Economic Development ...............................22
Dock Street Brokers .............................................................35
Elgee Rehfeld Mertz, LLC ...................................................30
F/V Morgan .............................................................................35
Foss ....................................................................................15, 31
Fred Wahl ..................................................................................2
Gibbons & Associates, P.S. ..................................................30
Haven Boatworks .................................................................29
Hockema & Whalen Associates ........................................30

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Homer Marine Trades Association ..................................33
Integrated Marine Systems ...............................................19
Jackson, Morgan & Hunt ....................................................30
Kinematics Marine Inc ........................................................20
KVH Industries .........................................................................9
LFS ...............................................................................................8
Llebroc Helmchair ................................................................31
Lynden .......................................................................................5
Marine Engine & Gear .........................................................36
Marine Safety Services ........................................................28
MER Equipment ....................................................................31
Net Systems............................................................................26
Nobeltec/Nautical Software .............................................16
Norm Pillen .............................................................................35
Northern Lights/Lugger .....................................................20
Northwest Farm Credit Services ......................................32
NPFVOA ...................................................................................36
Pacific Power Group ............................................................40
Petro Marine Services .........................................................14
Seaspan ...................................................................................17
Silver Horde Fishing Supplies ...........................................31
The Permit Master .................................................. 32-33, 34
Tom Pope, Marine Surveyor ..............................................31



PACIFIC FISHING   market focus

 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  £  MAY 2016  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  31

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX ANYTHING.

www.foss.com/shipyards
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

Need repairs? 
Our full service 

Seattle, Washington 
shipyard is on call 
24/7. Get back on 

the water fast.

Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Juneau & Sitka: 
Late April through early May

Ketchikan, Wrangell & Petersburg: 
Mid-June

Pro-rated expenses for other dates

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling expenses for  
the following dates:

“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”

WE BUY IN  
ALL FISHING AREAS 

AND WE OFFER 
GREAT PRICES.

Call us today for a quote on your trip!

MAIN OFFICE:
Phone ........206-232-5040
Fax ............206-232-4413
Dana Cell...206-295-7500
Tyler Cell ...206-354-7717
Dispatch ....4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone ..........360-676-1606
Fax ..............360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Cavin Cell ....206-310-2939
Dispatch ......5644
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in MAY vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 5-1-16)

Gillnet: Bay permits continued to rebound from the lows of December and were 
back over $100k by April 1st. Emergency transfers were moving at a good clip for 
around $15k. Activity in SE permits was still relatively slow, but prices were firm-
ing up into the mid to high $80s. Nothing new in PWS were permits are available 
starting around $180k. A few Cook Inlet permits started to move in the low to mid 
$50s. No new activity in Area M permits.
Seine: No new sales in SE permits. A couple of medical transfers were on the mar-
ket, going for around $20k. Still very slow in the PWS market with permits starting 
around $175k. Nothing new further west, where prices remain the same over the 
past couple months.
Troll: A few Alaska Power Troll permits traded over the last month, all in the mid 
$30s. Hand Troll permits were still slow, starting at $11.5k. Nothing new in lower 
48 troll permits in the past month.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 88- 85+ 78.8
 S PWS DRIFT 179 170 195
 S COOK INLET DRIFT 56 53+ 48.3
 S AREA M DRIFT 100 90 121.9
 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 110+ 105+ 104.2
 S SE SEINE 200 160 226.3
 S PWS SEINE 170 160 163.8
 S COOK INLET SEINE 75 50 84.8
 S KODIAK SEINE 35 33 39.8
 S CHIGNIK SEINE 148 120 227.5
 S AREA M SEINE 50 45 56.9
 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.7
 S COOK INLET SET 18+ 16+ 15.5
 S AREA M SET NET 60 55 55.9
 S BRISTOL SET NET 30+ 29- 36.3
 S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 10.2
 S POWER TROLL 36 35+ 33.7
 S HAND TROLL 11.5 10 10.7
 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4
 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5
 H SITKA SEINE 325 225 227.5
 H PWS SEINE 22.5 16 30.9
 H COOK INLET SEINE 10 8 16.8
 H KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3
 H SE POUND SOUTH 31 30 35.6
 H SE POUND NORTH 30 25 43.1
 H PWS POUND 6 5 3.5
 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 14.6
 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 36 36 36.4
 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 54 47 50
 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 72 60 49.8
 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 19.6
 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7
 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 170 155 N/A
 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-3,750/FT N/A
 S OREGON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A
 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A
 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 4 3 2.2
 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 28 23 23.8
 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 58 55 70
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Your trusted
source.

Here to Help You Grow

We support fisheries and agriculture with 
reliable, consistent credit and financial 
services, today and tomorrow.

· Vessels

·  Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

206.691.2000 | northwestfcs.com/fisheries
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

       
       
 

Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

It looks like 2C quota may have hit the ceiling with new listings breaking the $60 
barrier. Only on the market for a week, but hasn’t sold so far. Unblocked 3A is still 
moving steady at around $55 and blocks in the lower $50s. 3B block listings are 
scarce and selling right away when priced right. The market for area 4 quota was 
still fairly quiet.

Demand for Sablefish IFQ in SE and WY was up. Listings of any size were hard to 
find. Most of what little inventory there was got bought up. New listings of CG 
were creeping up in price. Still lots of WG available, the most of any of the areas. 
Nothing doing further west yet.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 54.00-60.00 52.00-54.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 60.00-63.00 54.00-56.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 63.00-65.00 56.00-58.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 65.00 60.00

 H 2C A  B/U 65.00 60.00

 H 3A D  B/U 48.00-54.00 44.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 52.00-55.00 48.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 54.00-58.00 52.00-56.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 58.00-60.00 56.00-58.00

 H 3A A  B/U 60.00 58.00

 H 3B D  B 30.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 40.00-45.00 36.00-40.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 45.00-50.00 40.00-44.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 44.00

 H 4A D  B/U 16.00-24.00 14.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 22.00-28.00 20.00-25.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 28.00-32.00 22.00-26.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 32.00 24.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 12.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-14.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-26.00 23.00-26.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-25.00

 S  WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 26.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 18.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 26.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 S CG A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 8.00-10.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 13.00-14.00 10.00-11.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 12.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U .50-4.00 .50-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 4.00-6.00 3.00-4.00

We make buying, selling & trading boats, permits & quota easy!
Contact: Margaret at (877) 939-2289

(907) 202-0012 | info@crboats-permits.com

www.CRBOATS-PERMITS.com

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER
HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................WANTED
PWS SEINE .......................................... $25K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $35K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $95K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $179K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ........................................N/A
AREA M SET ........................................ $60K
BBAY DRIFT ....................................WANTED
BBAY SET......................................$60K PKG
SE SEINE ................................ $160K OFFER
PWS SEINE ........................................ $175K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $42K
CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $190K

AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K
POWER TROLL ................................WANTED
HAND TROLL ..................................... $11.5K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $20K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $175K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 150 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ..............................WANTED
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
OR DUNGY 58’/500 POT ..................WANTED
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT .................WANTED
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $58K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $28K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......................... CALL
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
OR TROLL/42’ ........................................ $7K
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $130K
WA TROLL ............................................ $30K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
2,200# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

ANY# “B/C” CG BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

20,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKED @ $5
ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED

1,000# “D” 3A HAL BLKD @ $47
7,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $60

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED
3,000# “C” 4A HAL BLKD @ $25

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P2202M – 58 X 22 X 10.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT IN 1992, 
CAT 3408 MAIN, ZF GEAR, 80KW AND 30KW AUX, 18 TON 
AND 25 TON RSW FOR 3 HOLDS THAT PACK 125K TOTAL. 
LOADED WITH UP TO DATE REDUNDANT ELECTRON-
ICS INCLUDING OLEX, SIMRAD ES70 AND FURUNO TZ 
TOUCH. RIGGED FOR SEINE, POT FISHING AND SET UP FOR  
LONGLINE WITH COMPLETELY ENCLOSED SHELTER DECK 
W/MARCO MKII AUTO LONG LINE SYSTEM INCLUDING 40 
SKATES OF GEAR. VERSATILE LIMIT BOAT THAT CAN DO IT 
ALL FOR ONLY $1.725M.

P2188M – CLASSIC HEAVY DUTY HANSEN LIMIT SEINER, 
CUMMINS 855 MAIN W/1500 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 35KW ISUZU, 15-TON ANDERSON RSW. PACKS 58K 
IN 2 HOLDS. KNUCKLEHEAD BOOM. COMPLETE ELECTRON-
ICS. COMPLETE SE PACKAGE AVAILABLE WITH SKIFF, SEINE 
AND PERMIT. INCLUDES BAIT SHED, LONGLINE EQUIP AND 
GEAR. REDUCED TO $289K FOR BOAT ONLY. TRY OFFERS.

P2191M – 32' BAYCRAFT STERNPICKER, TAMD 71A VOLVO 
MAIN (JIMMY JOHNSON TUNE UP AND NEW TURBO), 
TWIN DISC GEAR, MMC CONTROLS, POWER STEER AND 4  
STATION JOGS. CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS, HYD  
WASHDOWN. SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND. PACKS 18K. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS W/NEW GARMIN RADAR.  
INCLUDES 20 YEARS OF GEAR AND SPARES AND FORD 
RANGER 4X4. TOTALLY TURN-KEY. BOAT AND BAY PERMIT 
REDUCED TO $250K.

P2223M – DELTA 42 W/TOPHOUSE, 8V71 GMC MAIN, TWIN 
DISC GEAR, 7.5 TON IMS RSW. MAIN BOOM W/SLIDER, 
TOPPING AND VANGING, 2 PICKING BOOMS. PACKS 36K. 2 
VHF, FURUNO RADAR, FURUNO GPS, NOBLETEC ON LAPTOP, 
ROSE POINT NAV ON TOSHIBA, FURUNO SOUNDER, WOOD 
FREEMAN PILOT. LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES. ASKING 
$279K. TRY OFFERS.

P2214M – BUFFALO CRABBER BUILT IN 2012, D4 VOLVO 
W/VOLVO I/O (ONLY 1600 HOURS). 21 KNOT CRUISE. CRAB 
BLOCK ON HYD ARTICULATING DAVIT, HYD BAIT CHOPPER, 
FURUNO SOUNDER AND GPS. OUTDRIVE ALL GONE THRU 
12-15 W/SHAFTS AND SEALS REBUILT. BOTTOM PAINT FALL 
2015. WELL MAINTAINED. ASKING $99K.

P2221M – 32 X 12 FLUSHDECK MEL MARTIN, TAMD70 
VOLVO, ARTICULATING REEL W/LEVELWIND, PACKS 12K IN 
HATCHES, GARMIN GPS/PLOTTER, GOOD ACCOMODATIONS. 
BEST BUY @ $40K.

P2226M – 46' MARSHALL COLE COMBO, VOLVO 102 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, NORTHERN LITES 8KW AUX. CURRENTLY 
RIGGED FOR GILLNET AND LONGLINE. TOPPING, VANGING 
AND CARGO WINCH ON MAIN BOOM. FURUNO SSB, GPS, 
RADAR AND SOUNDER. WOOD FREEMAN PILOT. GREAT ALL 
AROUND BOAT IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. ASKING ONLY 
$280K. SE GILLNET PERMIT AVAILABLE.

P2224M – 32' ROBERTS, CAT 3208, ONLY 2 SEASONS 
ON DIESEL DRIVEN 7.5 TON IMS RSW, FLUSH DECK,  
ARTICULATING REEL W/LEVELWIND, NEW WIRING IN 2015, 
NEW HYDRAULIC AND STEERING LINES 2014, NEW LED 
LITES. GARMIN PLOTTER, ICOM VHF, UNIDEN SOUNDER. 
BOAT ONLY $100K. W/BAY PERMIT, 9 SHACKLES, ALL GEAR, 
TOOLS ETC. $215K.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently locat-
ed in Cordova, AK. Twin Lugger 460 engines, 
approx 11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen.  60k cap. in 
main hold/Sunday hold. New stainless hydrau-
lics. Complete list of amenities and copy of 
survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. Reduced to 
$650,000. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

FOR SALE
California lobster business for sale. Owner 
retiring. Price of lobster $25 a pound. Boat and 
boat trailer. Permit. 350 traps and lots of extras. 
$179,000. Please call Don at (949) 279-9369.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

Pacific Fishing May‘16

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

HALIBUT IFQ
3A-B-U:    2,000 lbs ...........asking $60.00
3A-C-U:    7,000 lbs ...........asking $60.00
3A-C-B:    2,350 lbs ...........asking $55.00
3A-C-B:    1,800 lbs ...........asking $54.00
4A-C-B:     2,000 lbs...........asking $22.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-C-B:     5,000 lbs  .............make an offer
CG-B-U:   9,000 lbs  ............asking $26.00
WG-B-U: 20,000 lbs  ...........asking $12.00
WG-B-B:   5,900 lbs  ............ asking $12.00
WY-B-B:      650 lbs  ............asking $22.00

LL16-002  40’x12.5’ fiberglass 
longliner/charter/combination boat, 
built in 1990 by Winterhalter.  Twin 
320 Toyota/Nanni diesels, Konrad 
duoprop outdrives.  Only 3 years, 
appr 900 hrs on machinery.  ZF 
controls.  25 knot cruise.  Great 
charter boat with rail and rod 
holders.  $160,000 spent in 2013.  
Kohlstrand hauler and roller.  Appr. 
30 tubs gear included.  Insulated 
hold packs 5,000#.  Radar, sounder, 
ComNav autopilot, (2) VHF, plotter, 
and more.  Unique multi-purpose 
boat.  Asking $225,000.

TR16-009  47’x14’ fiberglass 
Sunnfjord freezer troller/longliner, 
built in 1979.  165 hp GMC 6-71 w/ 
appr. 12,000 hrs on rebuild.  20 kw 
Isuzu gen set.  15 ton blast freeze 
system.  Kohlstrand 3 spool gurdies, 
Nordic hauler, roller, and chute.  
Aluminum bait shed.  Electronics 
include Furuno radar, GPS, (2) VHF, 
sounder, ComNav auotpilot, and 
more.  Asking $330,000.

CO16-006  38’x12.9’x3.5’ fiberglass 
combination boat, built by Delta/
LeClercq in 1974.  Rigged for gillnet, 
crab and shrimp.  200 hp John Deere 
w/ appr 4750 hrs. Packs 14,000# 
salmon. Main and picking booms w/ 
PL2 winches. 12” crab block.  Asking 
$165,000.  

CO16-007  78’x22.6’x11’ steel 
longliner, blt in 1973 by Berg. Rigged 
for tendering, longline and pots. 
GMC 12V149 main rated at 725 hp. 
55 kw GMC 671 & 55 kw Northern 
Lights gen sets. Packs appr. 
150,000# with 30 ton RSW system. 
Deck gear includes knuckle crane, 
hauler, launcher, bait chopper & bait 
shed. Fully equipped boat. Asking 
$790,000.

FOR SALE
49' professional built ferro 
cement troller, low time  
Cummins, large hold with  
new slush tank, all gear.  
Pool insured for $100m.  
Survey at $150m.  
$100m permit available.  
Turnkey boat.  
(360) 808-1966.  
popesurvey@aol.com

CONTRACT WANTED
Economical tender that packs over 72,500 lbs.  
of salmon in RSW, seeks a gillnet tendering  
contract for 2016. Also looking for an experi-
enced tendering captain. Call (360) 531-3074.
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FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for  
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don 
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

PERMIT FOR SALE
Successful cucumber dive permit Southern  
California business for sale. Transferrable Califor-
nia Cucumber dive permit. Owner passed away. 
$42,000. Call Don Brockman. (949) 279-9369.

WILL FISH
Will fish your 2C, BC or D Halibut IFQs for 30%. I 
pay for everything. Lots of references and return 
clients. (541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny. (949) 279-9369.

F/V MEMORIES
Looking for lease halibut and sablefish quota for 
2016 season. Hired skipper or walk on. 65' B class 
vessel, fishing most areas, professional crew,  
highest of quality. For more info contact Dave at 
(206) 465-7591 or Jim at (425) 210-4858.

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars. 
Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
1974 Aluminum 54' Seiner. Packs 73,000 in 
RSW. 3406B Cat, 40 KW Susie. Located in Port 
Townsend. Soon to be undergoing repairs and 
upgrades. Price may increase as work progress-
es in 2016. Currently asking $380,000 cash 
or $80,000 per year for 5 years (lease option).  
(360) 531-3074. 

FOR SALE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit. Holds 
80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell quickly. 
$3 million includes skiff, squid permit and net 
for fishing. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
Awesome 38 foot 2014 Lobster boat with 
California Lobster permit. $375,000.00 dollars. 
Rigged and ready to fish. Holds 100 lobster traps 
on deck. Call Don. (949) 279-9369

FOR SALE
California Spiny Lobster permit with traps, lines, 
and buoy. Will sell as a package or separately. 
Call (805) 686-1917 or (805) 448-7177.

FOR SALE
F/V Gaffrock. 46' Marshal Cole built 1976. 
Well maintained. Volvo 102A, with 15000 hrs., 
8 kw Northern Lights gen set with 3300 hrs. 
Longline, crab, gillnet, troll. Also available, S.E. 
gillnet permit. $280,000.00. (907) 957-7087.

FOR SALE
2015 32x14, Maritime Fab Bristol Bay Gill-
netter. Scania 12 liter 650 HP, ZF360 2:1 gear.  
PacWest 7.5 ton hydraulic RSW. Packs 18k 
lbs in hatches. Naiad thruster. Webasto diesel 
heater. Dual hydraulic pumps. Maritime fab 
deck gear. Brailers and electronics included. 
In Naknek, available fall 2016. Asking $545k. 
Call or email: isaaco@laconnermaritime.com;  
(360) 466-3629.

• EXTRUDED ALUMINUM CONTACT  
REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS

• RSW SYSTEMS

• BLAST SYSTEMS

• BRINE SYSTEMS

• INSULATED FREEZER BOXES

Increase Daily Production

without Sacrificing

Hold Capacity!

REFRIGERATION SALES•SERVICE & INSTALLATIONS

6677 MIRAH ROAD, VICTORIA, BC V8M 1Z4

FOR SALE
New construction. 17’-24’. Open sea skiffs. 
Cepter console, marine plywood, glass overlay. 
Please call for info. (360) 642-4672 or email 
mlat@willapabay.org.

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

F/V ILONA B
56' F/V Ilona B Is available to fish your IFQs in 
most areas. Rates are negotiable. Experienced 
crew with private stateroom. (907) 738-1902.
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The commercial fishing vessel Ms. Nicani needed a tow March 
10 after a rogue wave broke the boat’s windshield and destroyed 
electronic systems during a storm off Oregon. A U.S. Coast Guard 
lifeboat towed the disabled vessel about 15 miles to the Yaquina Bay 
entrance. Rough waters prevented them from crossing the Yaquina 
Bay bar, so Coast Guard crews stayed with the boat for hours  
waiting for the weather to clear. The Ms. Nicani had three people 
aboard. USCG photo

Lewis commentary continued from page 6

Sullivan commentary continued from page 6

Seattle-based Trident Sea-
foods Corp. announced plans 
to enter the value-added 
processing business in Germany with the acquisition of a plant  
in Riepe.

The purchase price was not disclosed.
“The company we acquired today has long been a major user 

and marketer of single-frozen wild Alaska pollock, and this is 
a logical fit for us,” Trident CEO Joe Bundrant said in an April 
12 press release. “Trident can now offer European customers  
the assurance of full control of our product supply chain at a  
time when transparency is becoming increasingly important  
to consumers.”

Trident maintains sales offices throughout the European Union, 
including its European headquarters in Lüneburg, Germany.  

Trident makes 
big move in 
Europe

farming and mining.
Some things are different in Norway where, for example, the  

biomass of farmed salmon is 1,000 times bigger than the  
biomass of wild salmon, and the wild salmon economy is a thing of  
the past.

In B.C., the wild salmon economy is eight times bigger than  
salmon farming – supporting indigenous, commercial, recreation-
al, and sports fisheries, as well as a $1.4 billion ecotourism indus-
try. Salmon farming puts this pre-existing economy at risk.

A clear consensus emerged over the two weeks in Oslo,  
Bergen, and Alta, through meetings with wild salmon advocates,  
academics, and journalists. When asked how Canada can avoid 
the problems Norway is experiencing with open-net pen salmon  
farming, without hesitation every person we asked replied  
that shifting to closed-containment production is the only  
way forward.

Signs of a tidal change beginning to sweep the industry 
were breaking daily in major Norwegian media. Dagbladet, the  
country’s second biggest newspaper, ran a story pointing out 
that catches are plummeting in the Alta, “the world’s best salmon 
river,” as the amount of farmed salmon in the nearby Altafjord 
increases. The production manager of Grieg Seafood’s operations 

in Alta was quoted as saying, “The only solution is to get the fish 
into closed containment.”

The following day, the front page of the Bergen paper read 
“CEO of Marine Harvest prepared to invest US $100M: If  
everything works as planned, closed-containment systems will 
replace open-net pen salmon farms.” It has taken decades for this 
industry to acknowledge that their problems will only be solved 
by isolating farmed salmon from wild salmon.

The question for Canada is, do we wait another couple of 
decades before acknowledging that salmon aquaculture has  
undesirable side effects?

While B.C. salmon runs are greatly diminished from historic  
levels, what is left is world-class and definitely worth fighting for. 
Wild salmon face a multitude of challenges, but aquaculture is one 
that is entirely within our ability to regulate.

Moving salmon farms out of the ocean into closed containment 
will allow wild salmon populations to rebound and continue 
to support cultures, economies, and ecologies throughout the  
province as they have for millennia.  

Dan Lewis is executive director of Clayoquot Action in Tofino, B.C. For 
more information, go to clayoquotaction.org.

techniques to collect data in ways and in places that were 
beyond reach just a few years ago. This critical environmen-
tal intelligence enables each council to set rules that maximize  
fishing opportunities and minimize overfishing risk.

In 40 years we have seen some successes and some setbacks, 
but the Magnuson-Stevens Act has evolved, with some amend-
ments, into landmark legislation that balances economic fishing 
goals with long-term environmental sustainability.

Today, the United States is on track to end overfishing for 
good. The instances of overfishing and the number of overfished 
stocks are at all-time lows. We have largely ended unsustainable 
fishing practices and returned many fish stocks to healthy levels 
that will provide fish and fishing opportunities for generations 

to come. Just since 2000, 39 fish stocks have returned to sustain-
able levels. As recently as 2013, our recreational and commer-
cial fisheries provided nearly $200 billion and 1.7 million jobs to  
our economy.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act remains one of the most  
successful federal-regional management programs ever devised. 
It will serve as a guidepost for millennials as they take on  
unprecedented challenges to fisheries and fishermen posed by 
climate change, coastal development, and habitat destruction. It 
is one of our nation’s finest examples of science serving society, 
and it will enable our nation to sustain fisheries for generations 
to come.  
Kathryn Sullivan is NOAA admistrator
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and crew performed routine maintenance tasks throughout  
the vessel.

Back in November, the 90-foot dragger Jamie Marie out of 
Westport, Washington, was launched using Platypus Marine’s 
550-ton travel lift. While out of the water, she had a quick  
topside touch-up and full bottom painting, new zincs, and running  
gear servicing.

      

Wooden boat specialist Commodore’s Boats in Richmond, 
British Columbia, was busy over the winter with a number of 
commercial fishing vessels, along with steady work converting 
fishing vessels to yachts.

The 62-foot seiner Nafco was at Commodore’s for repairs dur-
ing the March herring season after it hit bottom, causing keel 
and keel shoe damage, said Ryan Galovich, business develop-
ment manager at Commodore’s.

“Some scarfed sections were knocked out, and 
there were some planking issues – bruised and 
scuffed planks on port side,” Galovich said. Other 
problems included disturbance to copper cooling 
pipes, the sonar dome, and the sounder transducer.

The Adriatic Star, a 68-foot wooden fishing vessel, 
was in and out quickly March 10-11 for planking and 
patching to stop persistent leaks.

The Western Commander, a 75-foot seiner, was in for  
planking, outside cooling pipes, caulking, and repairs 
on the keel shoe.

The Princess Colleen, a 55-foot Frostad-built  
wooden boat, was in to repair leaks and plumbing. It 
also had the bow thruster rebuilt.

Commodore’s Boats has recycled and repur-
posed an 1880s-era Rumely Co. steam tractor. With  
wheels removed, the tractor is being used as a steam 
generator to steam planks.

      
Dakota Creek Industries launched the Aleu-

tian Spray Fisheries catcher-processor Starbound on 

March 4 after adding a 60-foot midsection to her over the winter.
The ship, now 300 feet long, received a new main engine, 

reduction gear, and propeller as well as a new fishmeal plant.
The Starbound was built in the Anacortes, Washington, yard 

and began fishing operations in Alaska in 1989.
      

At La Conner Maritime in La Conner, Washington, Isaac  
Oczkewicz reported that the yard launched a 39-by-14-foot ves-

sel in February for a customer in Kodiak. It will be 
used for commercial longlining.

“We are about to sign on a 39-by-14-foot coastal 
Dungeness crabber for a customer in Tillamook,  
Oregon,” he added. “It will be very similar to the  
Shirley Rae, a coastal crabber we launched back in 
September that went to California.”

      
Pensacola, Florida, shipyard Patti Marine Enter-

prises was handling the conversion of an East Coast 
herring and mackerel vessel, the Western Venture, 
into an Alaska pollock trawler.

The converted boat has been given a new name, 
the Defender. It will replace an aging vessel of the 
same name in the Global Seas LLC fleet. Global Seas 
is headquartered in Seattle.

Bristol Bay Economic Development Corp., an Alaska  
community development quota company, has an  
interest in the retrofit 170-foot vessel.

“A major difference on the new Defender is that 
fish are pumped out of the net into tanks below deck 
rather than hauling a net with 150 to 200 tons of  

pollock onto the vessel’s upper deck,” BBEDC said in its most 
recent annual report. “Pumping enhances stability due to 
reduced weight above decks, compared to using a stern ramp to 
haul the net on deck, and is quite common in Europe.”

Jensen Maritime, a Seattle-based naval architecture and marine 
engineering company, helped with the conversion.  

The newly converted Defender at launch. Photo courtesy of Patti Marine  
Enterprises

The wooden seiner Nafco was in the shipyard for keel repairs. Photo 
courtesy of Commodore’s Boats
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Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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