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One of the most memorable moments in my years covering commercial 
fisheries came on Dec. 8, 1991, in Anchorage, when the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council voted 7-4 to assign individual fishing quotas in Alaska’s 
lucrative halibut and sablefish fisheries.

The atmosphere in the packed meeting room was intense, as IFQs had 
passionate supporters as well as opponents.

All could agree on one thing – this was a landmark decision.
Following that monumental council vote, the halibut and sablefish IFQ 

program was implemented in 1995.
We’ve now had two decades of fishing under the program. How has it gone?
The council focused on that question at its October meeting, when the panel 

considered a 438-page report titled, “Twenty-Year Review of the Pacific Halibut 
and Sablefish Individual Fishing Quota Management Program.”

The report offers tremendous insight into what vessel owners, crewmen, 
processors, and communities have experienced so far.

I won’t claim to have read every word of the report, but I did spend enough 
time with it to carve out a few interesting nuggets. Some might surprise you; 
others not so much.

• Fishing capacity for both halibut and sablefish dropped drastically at the 
outset of the IFQ program, and the consolidation has continued. “The halibut 
fishery dropped from 2,060 active vessels in the first year of the program to 920 
vessels in 2014,” the report says. This trend reflects, in part, cooperation and 
cost-sharing among fishermen.

• Consolidation of quota share (QS) into fewer hands also continues. In the 
halibut fishery, the number of QS holders has gone from 4,534 in 1995 to 2,522 
in 2014.

• By 2015, new entrants held a majority of the QS in both fisheries –  
56 percent in halibut and 53 percent in sablefish.

• “The total number of crew jobs in the IFQ fisheries has likely decreased by 
several thousand,” the report says. “However, those crew members remaining 
in the IFQ fisheries likely have higher paying, more stable, and safer jobs.”

• Improved safety was a big selling point for IFQs, especially in the frenzied 
halibut fishery. “However, many fatalities have still occurred post-IFQ, 
indicating that serious hazards remain and must be mitigated,” the report says. 
“During 2001-2015, 15 commercial fishing fatalities were reported in the halibut 
and sablefish IFQ fleet.”

• Halibut wholesale and ex-vessel prices have risen “substantially” since 
implementation of the IFQ program. Multiple factors could account for this, 
including much greater production of fresh versus frozen halibut.

The big show: This is our largest issue of the year, reflecting excitement for 
Pacific Marine Expo in Seattle. Turn to Page 38 for more details, and be sure to 
stop by our booth for a visit!
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KEEPING UP

It’s FREE! It’s DAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

Pink relief: In response to this year’s poor 
pink salmon harvest, an Alaska legislator is 
seeking a state disaster declaration and a 
loan repayment holiday for fishermen.  
– adn.com

Selling sockeye: The Bristol Bay Regional 
Seafood Development Association says its 
branding pilot project will launch Sept. 1 in 
Boulder, Colo. – bbrsda.com

Coping with a bad year: A state agency 
says loan restructuring is one possible 
option for Alaska fishermen struggling 
through a poor pink salmon season.  
– deckboss.blogspot.com

Modern art: So, what’s the story behind 
that new Bristol Bay sockeye logo? – kdlg.org

Nearly shrimp time: The state has set 
season dates and quotas for the Southeast 
Alaska pot shrimp fishery. – adfg.alaska.gov

ALFA action: Sitka longliners talk electronic 
monitoring and other projects. – kcaw.org

Alaska crab outlook: The state’s major king 
and snow crab fisheries could be in for sub-
stantial quota cuts. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Habitat feedback: Nearly 500 fishermen 
completed United Fishermen of Alaska’s 
salmon habitat survey, and a couple of peo-
ple won nice prizes for their trouble.  
– ufafish.org

From tuna to halibut: David Wilson has 
taken over as the new executive director  
for the International Pacific Halibut Commis-
sion. – iphc.int

Bristol Bay bucks: This year’s sockeye 
salmon catch generated an ex-vessel value 
of $153.2 million, a big jump over last year’s 
tally. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Paucity of pinks: Kodiak Island sees its 
weakest pink salmon run since the 1970s.  
– kmxt.org

Recapitalizing the North Pacific fleet: 
Shipbuilder Vigor plans to unveil an 
 “affordable” new freezer longliner design.  
– scribd.com

Obama, Kerry, DiCaprio: A high-level 
ocean conference opens today in Washing-
ton, D.C. – ourocean2016.org

Power of the president: Barack Obama 
has created the Atlantic Ocean’s first marine 
monument. – nytimes.com

Pay the people: Clem Tillion is among 
plaintiffs suing for a full Alaska Permanent 
Fund dividend. – adn.com

Diving for dollars: The Southeast Alaska 
sea cucumber fishery is set to open Oct. 3 
with quota of 1.24 million pounds.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Call for halibut proposals: The Interna-
tional Pacific Halibut Commission is inviting 
regulatory and catch limit proposals for 
consideration at its 2017 annual meeting in 
Victoria, B.C. – iphc.int

Watching climate change: A new report 
suggests Alaska fisheries haven’t experi-
enced many observable impacts so far.  
– alaskapublic.org

Pink plea: Alaska Gov. Bill Walker is asking 
the federal government to declare fishery 
disasters for certain areas of the state expe-
riencing poor pink salmon harvests this 
season. – scribd.com

Spine time: The Southeast Alaska red sea 
urchin fishery is set to open Oct. 1 with a 
quota of nearly 3.7 million pounds.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Coho trouble: Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
is asking the federal government to declare 
a commercial fishery failure. – king5.com

CGC Munro: The U.S. Coast Guard plans to 
commission its sixth national security cutter 
next April in Seattle. – uscgnews.com

Uncharted waters: What does the recent 
9th Circuit ruling mean for Cook Inlet  
salmon? – ktoo.org

Environmental case: Alaska prosecu-
tors have charged the general manager of 
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corp. 
and two others in connection with a fuel oil 
spill. – deckboss.blogspot.com
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COMMENTARY

No on I-732, a weak, costly 
distraction from the real work 
of cutting carbon emissions
We’ve been fishing and direct marketing our salmon since 

before Ronald Reagan stripped the solar panels off the White 
House roof. In those days, the roaring two-cycle 6-71 in our old 
gillnetter was still considered clean and efficient enough to power a 
working boat. We fought to prevent oil spills and to protect salmon 
habitat, and not long ago we switched most of our production from 
air freight to freezer barges to reduce costs and carbon pollution. 
But until recently, hardly anyone understood how heavily our fam-
ily business – and the seafood industry as a whole – depends on 
protecting oceans and rivers from the rising consequences of pollu-
tion from burning fossil fuels.

We have learned the hard way. In the last decade, it has become 
painfully obvious that emissions from coal, oil, and gas are already 
eroding Northwest fisheries, undercutting the future of both wild 
seafood and farmed shellfish.

We have no time to waste in confronting this gathering storm. 
That’s why we’re opposing Washington’s Initiative 732, which 
will be on ballots Nov. 8. Despite its good intentions, this “revenue 
neutral carbon tax” proposal is too weak to work, and it would 
obstruct better policies. As urgently as we need a carbon solution, 
we need it to be a real one. I-732 offers false hope.

It cannot cut emissions deeply enough to protect our waters, our 
harvests, and our climate.

Worse yet, Initiative I-732 would block the door to far more effec-
tive carbon policies that our state has a chance to adopt as soon as 
2017. If you depend on healthy oceans, we urge you to vote this 
one down and work for stronger measures.

Carbon pollution does more than drive climate change, causing 
fish-killing hot spells in rivers and helping to crash Northwest 
salmon runs. It also acidifies seawater, undercuts planktonic food 
webs, clobbers larval shellfish, and increases both the growth 
and toxicity of poisonous algal blooms. Last winter, West Coast 
Dungeness crabbers lost most of their season because the fishery 
was shut down to protect consumers from a massive toxic algal 
bloom. That bloom also closed Washington’s razor clam fishery.

The Northwest is now viewed as the world’s “front line” in the 
struggle against acidification and other consequences of carbon 
pollution in the ocean.

We wish we could support I-732. Hundreds of volunteers 
worked hard to put it on the ballot. Unfortunately, this measure 
is fatally flawed. It would hoover up urgently needed funds from 
the proposed carbon tax and give away the money in tax breaks for 
business and the working poor.

It might even run deep into the red. Advocates of the measure 
contest this, but Washington’s Office of Financial Management 
estimated I-732 would dole out nearly $800 million more than it 
raises during its first six years (see tinyurl.com/j9awjfb).

Don’t get us wrong. Putting a price on carbon pollution is 
necessary. But giving away the money cripples the purpose of  
this initiative.

We can do far better by reinvesting the proceeds to grow a cleaner 
economy. Nine states from Maine to Maryland have slashed emis-
sions from big power plants – far outperforming British Columbia’s 
revenue-neutral carbon tax – while accelerating job growth. How? 
They reinvest the money from a price on emissions to solve the  
carbon problem. The money from carbon pricing is pooled and 
invested in projects that help people afford to reduce pollution by 
burning less fuel, buying cleaner engines, insulating homes and 
buildings, upgrading inefficient cold storage and factory equip-
ment, and switching to renewables and cleaner energy sources.

Initiative 732 can only drive up fuel prices. If that were a 
recipe for deep reductions in pollution, we might support this 
measure. It isn’t. Because I-732 fails to reinvest the money in ener-
gy solutions, it can deliver only a fraction of the emissions cuts 
required by existing Washington law.

A carbon price is too important to squander the proceeds.
Giving away the money in tax breaks also means I-732 would 

deny Washington the chance to join the growing network of states 
and nations (40 now and growing, with China climbing on board in 
2017, see tinyurl.com/jh8mezp) that pool resources to combat the 
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NEWS NET

Alaska crabbers face low quotas, closed fisheries
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Alaska’s crabbing industry is facing an 
austere 2016-17 season.

Quotas announced for the major Bering 
Sea crab fisheries, which opened Oct. 15, were 
demoralizing, and not entirely unanticipated.

Bristol Bay red king crab is the state’s 
most valuable king crab harvest, and the 
announced quota for that fishery was 
just under 8.5 million pounds, including 
community development quota. This is a 15 
percent reduction from last season.

The news was worse for another impor-
tant fishery, Bering Sea snow crab. The quota 
for that fishery was set at about 21.6 million 
pounds, a 47 percent cut from last season.

You would need to look back to 2005 to 
find a lower snow crab quota. Since that 
year, the annual quota has ranged as high 
as 88.9 million pounds. A couple of seasons 
in the early 1990s saw quotas in excess of 
300 million pounds.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
said this season’s lower snow crab quota 
“reflects continuing declines in survey bio-
mass for both mature male and female snow 
crab and the high proportion of old shell 
crab in the exploitable population. In addi-
tion, fishery performance has been declining 
since the 2007-08 season, with the 2015-16 
catch per unit effort being the lowest since 
crab rationalization began in 2005-06.”

Bairdi bust: The most adverse announce-
ment concerned the Bering Sea bairdi crab 
fishery. Bairdi crab are similar to snow crab, 
but more brawny. Last year, the fleet had a 

quota of 19.7 million pounds of bairdi, but 
this season the fishery is closed.

Fish and Game said the 2016 survey 
estimate of mature female biomass was 
below the minimum regulatory threshold 
necessary for a bairdi fishery opening.

The bairdi closure is not without prec-
edent. The fishery was most recently closed 
during the 2012-13 season.

With the low quotas for red king crab 
and snow crab, prices could be high this 
season. The question, however, is whether 

high prices can fully compensate for the  
small quotas.

Bering Sea crab boats operate with  
individual fishing quotas, or catch shares, 
which are derived from the overall fishery 
quotas.

Some other, minor Bering Sea crab fisheries 
also are closed for this season, Fish and Game 
announced. These include the St. Matthew 
Island blue king crab fishery and the Pribilof 
District red and blue king crab fisheries.  

– Wesley Loy

The Southeast Alaska red king crab fish-
ery will not open during the 2016-17 sea-
son, the state Department of Fish and Game 
announced Sept. 15.

This marks the fifth consecutive season 
that the fishery has been closed.

By policy, the department “shall close the 
fishery if the department’s estimate of avail-
able harvest is below the minimum thresh-
old of 200,000 pounds of legal male red king 
crab,” Fish and Game said. “The estimate 
of available harvest, based on 2016 stock 
assessment survey results, is well below the 
minimum threshold.”

The department added: “Regionally, the 
biomass estimate did increase from last sea-
son, but is still at historically low levels.”

– Wesley Loy

Southeast Alaska 
red king crab fishery 
closed for fifth season
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NEWS NET

Conditions favor normal California crab season,  
but concerns linger for the long term
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Toxic algal blooms appeared unlikely to 
impact California’s upcoming Dungeness 
crab season, but a warm water “blob” still 
lurks offshore and could be a future problem.

The state Legislature’s Joint Committee 
on Fisheries and Aquaculture met Oct. 4 in 
Bodega Bay and heard some positive news – 
at least for the near term – from ocean experts.

“We’re not expecting the massive coast-
wide closures the fleet experienced in 2015 
and 2016 – we believe that the worst may 
be behind us,” said Sen. Mike McGuire, the 
committee’s chairman.

California’s ocean temperatures are 
now cooler than the long-term average, 
said Raphael Kudela, of the University of 
California Santa Cruz.

Up until late September, there was fear 
of a repeat of what happened last season, 
when warm water triggered algal blooms 
and production of the domoic acid toxin.

The pervasive presence of the toxin 
delayed the Dungeness crab season by sev-
eral months. But this time around, the season 

is expected to start in early winter, as usual.
Kudela said domoic acid levels in crabs 

had dropped quickly from the spikes seen a 
few weeks earlier.

“Humboldt was lighting up as an area 
that was toxic, picking up through Septem-
ber – that’s now gone away,” he said. “We 
see that basically the whole pattern has 
started to shift a little bit offshore.”

Crabs in the state’s coastal areas were 
testing mostly clean for domoic acid.

“What we’re seeing is peaks in the bloom 
in September, and now it’s starting to come 
down pretty fast,” Kudela said.

Blob watch: A warm water blob still 
lingers but is distant from fisheries.

“The return to normal conditions has 
pushed the conditions that are favorable 
to this bloom farther offshore, to where the 
water is still warm,” Kudela said. “That’s 
really good for crab and for fisheries, 
because that means most of the bloom is 
going to be far enough offshore – it’s not 
going to be impacting these organisms.”

Congressman Jared Huffman was seated 
with committee members.

“I believe I’m hearing you say that we’re 
trending toward what could be a safe 
Dungeness crab season this year,” he said.

Kudela affirmed that, but he also remind-
ed everyone that the blob that caused last 
season’s problems is still present. If this 
winter’s storms are weak, upwelling of 
cool water will be limited and warmer than  
normal conditions could return beginning 
in the spring of 2017, he said.

Cooler conditions prevail closer to shore, 
however, and are driving toxicity down.

Patrick Kennelly, of the California Depart-
ment of Health, said crab testing reflected 
the trend, with normal results coastwide.

Need for research: The domoic acid 
episode has motivated a push for research 
and more effective forecasting. When 
Huffman asked about the need for defining 
what an unsafe toxicity level actually is, 
Kennelly said, “Certainly more research 
needs to be done.”

Sonke Mastrup, programs manager for 
the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, said last season’s drastic delay has 
led to changes in preseason preparations.

“We plan on testing all the way up to 
the season to give the fishermen an idea of 
what they’re going to walk into,” he said.

Though news about the upcoming season 
is upbeat, Mastrup said Kennelly “scared 
me” with the discussion of what may 
happen in 2017.

Mastrup added that more research 
needs to be done on what’s driving ocean 
conditions and blooms.

“We’re going from one set of conditions 
to something we don’t know,” he said.

“What I would love to hear is not only 
an acknowledgement of the need for that 
research, but somebody telling me that 
it’s actually happening,” Huffman said  
in response.

He said he believes he has “a bit 
of homework to do” with regard to  
federal involvement.

McGuire also emphasized the importance 
of funding research efforts.

“Ocean conditions have changed over 
time, and we have to be prepared for a new 
reality,” he said.  

– Daniel Mintz

See us 

at Booth

503



HIGHEST QUALITY CRANES AT 
MARKET PRICE

BEST PERSONALIZED ON-SITE 
TECHNICAL CONSULTING

LARGEST SERVICE NETWORK 
ACROSS THE U.S.A.

PALFINGER MARINE’S 
FISHERMEN LOTTERY
FISHERMAN? Enter to win a crane!
PACIFIC MARINE EXPO
17. – 19. November 2016
Seattle, Washington  – Booth: #629
EVERY ENTRY IS A WINNER 
... DOZENS OF PRIZES!

PALFINGER MARINE CRANES

SPECIAL EVENT 

PALFINGER MARINE’S 

SPECIAL EVENT 

PALFINGER MARINE’S 

SPECIAL EVENT 

Your personal technical contact 
for the Pacifi c Northwest: 
Brian Jacob 
M: 206 445 3562 
E:  b.jacob@palfi nger.com

WWW.PALFINGERMARINE.COM

LARGEST SERVICE NETWORK 
ACROSS THE U.S.A.

FISHERMEN LOTTERY
? Enter to win a crane!

Seattle, Washington  – Booth: #629

Your personal technical contact 

WWW.PALFINGERMARINE.COM

Lifting ... beyond



10  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  NOVEMBER 2016  £  WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  

In Fishing, as in Life...
                                Stuff Happens

After 35 years lending to the
Fishing Industry,  We Get That!

907.276.2007 www.cfabalaska.com 800.544.2228
Alaska Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank

NEWS NET

NMFS announces revisions to National Standard 1 guidelines

See us at Booth
535

The National Marine Fisheries Service on Oct. 13 announced 
final revisions to the guidelines that federal managers will use as 
they routinely update the nation’s marine fisheries plans.

The revised guidelines, known as the National Standard 1  
guidelines of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, are intended to provide more flexibility and be 
more effective in ending and preventing overfishing.

“U.S. efforts to rebuild fish stocks under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act and the national standards have resulted in real ecological and 
economic benefits, and made the nation an international leader 
in fisheries management,” said Eileen Sobeck, head of NMFS.  
“The revisions will continue our progress to prevent and end  
overfishing while providing an adaptive management system that 
better supports fishermen and fishing communities.”

These successes are based on the fundamental mandate within 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act that overfishing must be prevented. 
Revisions to these guidelines will not change that. Rather, these 
updates are based on lessons learned since the reauthorization 
of Magnuson in 2007 and provide consistent technical guidance 
across the eight regional fishery management councils.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act lists 10 national standards, which 
are fundamental principles for guiding U.S. fisheries. National 
Standard 1 is the “optimum yield” standard. Each standard has a 
set of supporting guidelines.

The National Standard 1 revisions reflect advances in fisheries 
science and address a range of technical issues, including:

• Providing regulatory stability for commercial and recreational 

fishing – so that businesses can increase their resilience to stock 
changes over time.

• Adding scientific methods that result in better informed 
rebuilding plans.

• Improving guidance on managing a fishery when data about a 
stock is limited.

• Advancing ecosystem-based fisheries management, which 
will help managers consider the broader marine ecosystem when 
managing fish populations.

The national standard guidelines assist the eight regional fishery 
management councils and NMFS in developing fishery manage-
ment plans that comply with the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

National standards 3, 7, and the General Section of the guide-
lines have also been streamlined as part of the revisions.

These revisions were developed over the course of the past four 
years, and were informed by over 100,000 public comments and 
significant engagement with the fishing industry and others con-
cerned about the sustainability of our ocean resources.

Since 2000, NMFS has declared 40 U.S. fishery stocks rebuilt, and 
the number of overfished stocks and stocks experiencing overfish-
ing are at all-time lows. The latest available data show that U.S. 
commercial and recreational saltwater fishing generated more than 
$214 billion in direct and indirect sales and supported more than 
1.8 million jobs in 2014.

To learn more about the revisions, go to tinyurl.com/hes6bno.  

– National Marine Fisheries Service

Momentum seems to be building toward re-establishing the 
long-dormant commercial Tanner crab fishery in Alaska’s Prince 
William Sound.

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) is asking the state 
Board of Fisheries to create a harvest strategy, which is necessary 
to open a fishery.

Meantime, the Department of Fish and Game planned to con-
duct a pot gear test fishery between Oct. 20 and Dec. 15 to assess 
Tanner crab abundance in areas of Prince William Sound not 
recently surveyed.

 “Landings in the Prince William Sound Tanner crab commercial 
fishery declined from a peak of 13.9 million pounds in the 1971-72 
season to approximately 474,092 pounds in the 1988 season,” the 
department said. “The fishery was last prosecuted in 1988 and has 
been closed through the current year.”

For the test fishery, the department planned to award a contract 
for up to two private boats to set pots.

The department conducts a biennial trawl survey. One objective 
of the test fishery will be to determine the distribution of Tanner 
crab outside the trawl survey area.

The Board of Fisheries will consider CDFU’s request (Proposal 
268) at its March 20-24 meeting in Anchorage.

“Tanner crab abundance has been increasing in Prince William 
Sound,” CDFU asserts in its proposal.

– Wesley Loy

Will Tanner crab fishery come alive 
again in Prince William Sound?
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Free streamer lines 
available in Alaska

A limited number of new or replacement streamer lines are avail-
able for free to vessel operators required to use streamer lines in 
Alaska fisheries.

Streamer lines deter seabirds, which can drown when caught on 
baited hooks.

Streamer lines are currently available at National Marine  
Fisheries Service law enforcement offices in Dutch Harbor, Kodiak, 
and Juneau.

Visit tinyurl.com/jzbmjbn for more information or contact Anne 
Marie Eich at (907) 586-7172 or annemarie.eich@noaa.gov.  

The owners of the U.S. factory trawler American Dynasty agreed 
to pay the Canadian government CA$3.1 million in damages for a 
collision with the Canadian Navy frigate HMCS Winnipeg on April 
23, 2013.

In an investigation, Canada’s Transportation Safety Board (TSB) 
determined the American Dynasty experienced a complete loss of 
electrical power, or blackout, while approaching the graving dock 
in Esquimalt, British Columbia. The vessel was under the conduct 
of a docking pilot and was being assisted by two tugs at the time.

“Following the blackout, the American Dynasty gained speed 
to an estimated 5 knots, veered to starboard, and struck the port 
side of the HMCS Winnipeg, berthed at the Canadian Forces Base 
Esquimalt,” TSB wrote. “There was extensive damage to both ves-
sels and six shipyard workers on the HMCS Winnipeg sustained 
minor injuries.”

The exact reason for the blackout and cause of the vessel’s turn 
to starboard could not be determined, TSB noted.

“However, the investigation did determine that following the 
blackout, the emergency generator did not start automatically 
because the selector switch was set to the ‘OFF’ position,” TSB said. 
“The chief engineer’s attempts to restore electrical power were 
unsuccessful and the auxiliary generator engine shut down shortly 

after. Electrical power could not be restored in a timely manner.”
In an email to Pacific Fishing magazine, Jessica Lamirande, 

communications officer with Canada’s Department of National 
Defence, wrote that details of the settlement were confidential.

“On June 2, 2016, the Government of Canada and the owner of 
the fishing vessel agreed to settle the matter for CA$3.1 million in a 
judicial dispute resolution before the Federal Court. The agreement 
was made by all parties on June 2 and finalized on Aug. 12, 2016,” 
Lamirande wrote. “The parties are Her Majesty the Queen v. The 
Owners and all others interested in The Ship ‘American Dynasty’ 
and American Seafoods Group LLC. Any further details of the set-
tlement are subject to settlement privilege between the parties and 
cannot be discussed.”  

– Michel Drouin

American Dynasty owners 
reach settlement in collision 
with Canadian warship
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The U.S. Coast Guard on Oct. 7 rescued five people off the  
commercial fishing vessel Taplow, which was taking on water 19 
miles southwest of Grays Harbor, Wash. The five safely boarded a 
Coast Guard motor life boat and were taken to Grays Harbor. The 
Coast Guard said it received a distress call from the Taplow captain 
stating the boat was taking on water, the engine room was  
half-flooded, and pumps had stopped working. The Coast Guard 
sent two helicopters, one of which delivered a pump. A rescue 
swimmer was deployed to help with dewatering and await the life 
boat. After the fishing vessel started listing to starboard, and with 
dewatering efforts failing, the crew abandoned ship. The 56-foot 
Taplow was believed to have sunk in more than 300 feet of water. 
USCG photo

See us 
at Booth

601
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YOUR BUSINESS

How risky is commercial fishing?
One measure is the dollar value of recent injury and 

wrongful death settlements paid in fishing vessel acci-
dents. Examples: broken finger, $200,000; knee injury, $500,000; 
ankle injury, $700,000; fractured legs in a skiff accident, $1 million; 
bait chopper hand injury, $1.9 million; wrongful death in a boat sink-
ing, $4 million; wrongful death of a crab boat crewman whose estate 
claimed he was inadequately trained to launch a life raft, $8 million.

One crewman was awarded $200,000 for stress resulting from the 
near sinking of a vessel.

Every vessel owner knows that financial success in the business 
depends in part on effective risk management. Insurance is one 
form of risk management that you can buy.

Vessel insurance

Protecting you and yours
Understanding how insurance works is good business 

for commercial fishermen

by TERRY JOHNSON

While some vessel owners, in industry slang, go “bareback” or 
“naked,” most bite the bullet and ask a commercial insurance agent 
to help them find the right policy at the best price.

Often the question is: How much insurance is enough? Equally 
important: What coverages do I need?

Consider the range of the risks:
• Damage to, or total loss of, the vessel due to collision, sink-

ing, grounding, fire, extreme sea conditions, or other hazards, plus 
damage or loss of vessel equipment including engines, operating 
systems, electronics, deck equipment, and fishing gear.

• Liability for damage to another vessel or any facility; liability 
for personal injury of your vessel’s or another vessel’s crew; liabili-
ty for wreck removal should the vessel be grounded or sunk where 

A classic halibut schooner, Resurrection Bay, Alaska. Terry Johnson photo
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it constitutes a hazard; and liability for pollution removal from fuel 
and oil spilled or lost.

• Loss or destruction of cargo including fisheries products. 
There also could be risks related to passengers, charter or lease 
arrangements, hired skippers or, in the case of direct marketers, 
product recall or product liability.

These different classes of risk require different kinds of insur-
ance, or at least different components of a policy. Marine insurance 
professionals like to say that they don’t insure boats; they insure 
small businesses whose main piece of heavy equipment is a boat.

 A few insurance terms

Agent, broker: A person or company who sells the policy – 
either a “direct writer” affiliated with a single underwriter or an 
“independent agent” who packages policies purchased from many 
insurers.

Constructive total loss: This is when a vessel is so damaged 
that the cost to repair it would be greater than the amount it is 
insured for.

Total loss: When, for example, a vessel sinks in deep water and 
cannot be recovered.

Jones Act, general maritime law: Two broad areas of federal 
law that, among other things, give seamen, crew members, and 
other marine industry workers extensive rights to compensation 
for damages and injury.

Policy: A contract between the insured (you) and an underwriter 
that spells out terms under which the underwriting company will 
pay you in case of a loss, how much the payment will be, what 
conditions you have to meet to qualify for that payment, and how 
much you pay in premiums.

Reinsurance: Also called excess coverage, this is a type of policy 
that increases the total amount of potential payout but is subordi-
nate to the primary policy. 

Underwriter: The company or companies that calculate the risks, 
set rates, and make payments. They may be individual corpora-
tions or syndicates of companies working together to share risk. 
Underwriters invest premiums in the financial markets in hopes of 
realizing significant gains.

 Kinds of fishing vessel insurance

A Hull and Machinery policy pays for repair or replace-
ment of the vessel, including engine, deck machinery, 

Continued on Page 16

A Bristol Bay gillnetter at Dillingham, Alaska. Terry Johnson photo

See us at Booth
1151
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Whether you have one vessel or an entire fl eet you should 
get to know our shipyards. We provide a complete range 
of services to marine operators and boat owners in the 
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and attached equipment, in case of  
a loss.

A policy may include a “sue and labor” 
clause that provides for a payment in excess 

of the insured amount to cover the cost of 
trying to save the vessel or securing it while 
the insurer’s surveyor determines how 
much the damage is. It may also include 

coverage for “negligent repairs” if work 
was done on the boat by someone other 
than the owner.

Hull policies carry a deductible, which 
normally is waived in the case of a con-
structive or total loss. The maximum pay-
out on a hull policy usually is established 
by the market value of the boat, or the cost 
of replacing it with another of similar age, 
equipment, and condition, as determined 
by a marine survey.

Premiums are a percentage of the insured 
value. Typically, the rate for hull and machin-
ery coverage on a well-maintained vessel is 
1.5 to 3.5 percent of the survey value.

Protection and Indemnity (P&I) is liabil-
ity insurance. It covers the owner’s responsi-
bility for personal injury to the vessel’s own 
crewmen (but not owner), to crew of other 
vessels, for damage to other vessels and 
equipment, and to facilities, caused by the 
insured vessel. A rider on a P&I policy, or a 
separate policy, can cover pollution abate-
ment and spill cleanup in the case of leaking 
fuel or oil, and wreck removal.

Crew injuries are among the most fre-
quent and expensive P&I claims. Crew 
members can file a claim under two provi-
sions of federal law. Under the Jones Act, 
vessel owners are liable for injuries sus-
tained due to operator negligence or an 
unseaworthy vessel. Courts have defined 
unseaworthiness very broadly to include 
almost any situation in which a crew mem-
ber gets hurt, other than intentional self-
inflicted injury.

At a minimum, injured crew get full com-
pensation for their expenses and often get 
additional sums for “pain and suffering” or 
punitive damages. Commonly they demand 
the wages or crew share they would have 
earned if they had completed the season, 
and sometimes demand vocational retrain-
ing. If they suffer permanent disability, they 
may go for a lifetime income.

The other provision comes under gen-
eral maritime law and requires payment of 
“maintenance, cure, and wages” to a crew 
member or person who works on the boat 
and is hurt or becomes ill while in service 
to the vessel, regardless of the cause of the 
injury or illness. The plaintiff doesn’t even 
have to claim negligence by the operator or 
unseaworthiness of the vessel. The provi-
sion applies whether the vessel is operating, 
at dockside, or even hauled out as long as it 
has not been decommissioned.

Crew coverage on a P&I policy is a  
variable that is applied when the policy  
is written.

Continued on Page 18

A classic wooden salmon troller. Terry Johnson photo

YOUR BUSINESS Vessel insurance
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P&I policy limits are agreed upon at the time of writing. Nor-
mally there is a per-incident figure and a larger (aggregate) figure 
for cumulative claims during a single insured period. Typical small 
fishing vessel P&I policies are written for $250,000 to $500,000 
aggregate. Owners of boats with several crew members, such as a 
purse seiner, typically purchase excess P&I to a limit of $1 million, 
and a large vessel or fleet owner would carry at least $2 million.

Excess P&I coverage often is obtained by the broker from a 
separate underwriter. Generally it is less expensive for the dollar 
value than the primary P&I policy because chances of it being used  
are less.

Pollution and wreck removal provisions should be part of a  
P&I policy. Insurers are recommending at least $1 million in  
pollution coverage.

Moorage Insurance and Port Risk coverages apply when the 
boat is out of service for the year. Boats sink, catch fire, spill oil and 
fuel, are run into by other boats, are targets of theft and vandalism, 
and can be dangerous to people who board them in the boat harbor 
or storage yard. Port risk protects the boat during the layup period. 
Moorage insurance is similar to P&I in that it is intended to cover 
liabilities to the harbor or marina, or to other vessel owners due to 
pollution or fire. Many public boat harbors and most commercial 
marinas require a policy to be in place.

Marine General Liability is coverage that provides protection 
for a range of problems including bodily injury caused by actions 
or facilities of the vessel’s owner company, food-borne illnesses 
caused by products the vessel carries, product recall, and business 
interruption. Such coverage is important for fishermen who do 
onboard processing and direct marketing.

Breach of Warranty Insurance protects a lender in case the hull 
and P&I policies are rendered invalid due to actions or omissions 
by the policy holder. Violation of any of the guarantees (warranties) 
by the policy holder could leave the mortgage holder unprotected, 
so they normally require that the borrower also purchase a breach 
of warranty policy.

 Voiding a policy

Each policy has warranties, which are guarantees by the owner 
that specified conditions will be met. They may include geographi-
cal limits of operation (trading warranty), seasonal layup periods, 
numbers of crew members, legal operations (no drugs or operat-

Purse seiners in Whittier, Alaska. Kurt Byers photo

YOUR BUSINESS Vessel insurance
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Some cost reduction and 
risk management tips

Use crew contracts: Require full disclosure of  
pre-existing health conditions and injuries. Consider a 
criminal background check and drug testing as part of 
the contract.

Print out policies and procedures: These include 
emergency procedures, inspection schedules, and 
incident report forms. Have all crew members read and 
sign them.

Conduct regular training and drills: Not only do 
they make your crew safer, they also demonstrate  
safety consciousness, which could be a factor in  
getting claims against you dismissed or reduced in  
a lawsuit.

Value Coast Guard safety inspections: These may 
alert you to safety equipment deficiencies and serve as 
evidence of responsible vessel management.

Respond promptly: In case of an accident, and 
especially if there is personal injury, take immediate, 
thorough, and compassionate action. If an injured 
crew member or third party is treated appropriately, 
that person is less likely to sue. It also could result in a 
lower award if there is one.

ing drunk), required licenses and safety equipment, and so on.  
Violating any of these warranties can invalidate a policy.

Failure to make timely payment of premiums can cause  
cancellation.

“Misrepresentation of a material fact” means concealing  
information or providing incorrect information, even if the insurer 
didn’t ask. Federal law allows a company to void a policy whether 
the deception was intentional or just negligent.

 How much insurance is enough?

The answer to that question is another question: How much can 
you afford to lose?

Hull and machinery coverage is set by the boat’s value, as  
determined by a marine survey. The owner can exercise some con-
trol over that. Make sure the vessel “shows” well – that it’s clean 
and orderly and in good repair. The higher the survey value the 
more you can collect should anything bad happen, provided you 
get that value into the contract.

Since owners tend to add equipment and upgrade their boats 
over time, it is prudent to update surveys when it is time to  
renew insurance.

P&I is another matter. A big consideration is how much in  
personal assets is at risk in a liability claim. If your boat and gear, 
home, savings and investments, and other assets are substantial, 
you’ll want to protect them to the fullest extent possible.

Another factor is a moral one. Your boat is a large piece of  
powerful machinery that can hurt people and damage their  

The Neptune Anorak features a new Rain Channel 1⁄4-zip front design that sheds water, even in driving 
rain and spray. Neoprene cuffs, a three-piece adjustable hood, and hidden push-button cord locks 
eliminate water intrusion at common trouble points. grundens.com

NEPTUNE SERIES 
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property. You are responsible for the consequences of your actions. 
You may employ crew members who are friends, neighbors, or 
family. Do you feel an obligation to make sure they are well cared 
for if they are hurt or lose their livelihood?

Your agent is probably the best adviser on the question of what is 
the right amount of P&I to carry. You also can consult friends with 
similar operations.

 Getting the best value

Insurance prices vary widely, as do coverages. Rates vary 
because different underwriters evaluate risk differently and 
because there are so many variables, including vessel condition, 
operator experience, and loss record.

It’s not a bad idea to shop around for the best deal, but keep in 
mind that several agents may be approaching the same underwrit-
ers. And loyalty to one agent or broker can pay off in better service 
and deals in the future.

Here are some ways to minimize insurance costs:
• Choose the highest deductible that you can afford (and that 

your bank will allow).
• Select the longest layup periods possible, without limiting 

your money-making options. Additional operating days can be 
added if new opportunities come up.

• On geographical limits, don’t pay for coverage outside your 
normal area if you don’t expect to leave it. Again, you can add 
additional range later if needed.

As with all contracts, it’s prudent to read the fine print.  

Terry Johnson is an Alaska Sea Grant marine advisory agent based in 
Anchorage. This article is condensed from a new publication, “Getting 
the Most Value When Buying Fishing Vessel Insurance,” available from 
the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program at tinyurl.com/j6l2knw. 
Thanks to Gene McKeever of McKeever Consulting, Mike Miller of  
Sea-Mountain/Northern Marine Insurance, and Chris Trainer of Chinook 
Insurance Group for their assistance.

Commercial fishing vessels at Fishermen’s Terminal, Seattle.  
Wesley Loy photo
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FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT by MARK STOPHA

Editor’s note: This article first appeared in May in Alaska Fish & Wildlife 
News, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s online magazine.

Alaska’s modern salmon fisheries enhancement program 
began in the early 1970s, when state harvests plummeted 
to record lows.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game took the early lead in 
salmon production and rehabilitation. Fish ladders were constructed 
to provide adult salmon access to previously nonutilized spawning 
and rearing areas. Lakes with waterfall outlets too high for adult 
salmon to ascend were stocked with salmon fry. Log jams were 
removed in streams to enable returning adults to reach spawning 
areas. Nursery lakes were fertilized to increase juvenile salmon 
growth. The state built new hatcheries to raise salmon.

Alaska lawmakers authorized private nonprofit corporations 
(PNP) to operate salmon hatcheries to rehabilitate the state’s 

depressed salmon fishery in the mid-1970s, after voters approved 
a constitutional amendment that allowed for limited entry to 
commercial fisheries and the efficient development of aquaculture 
in the state. The amendment allowed hatcheries to take broodstock –  
the adult salmon used to collect eggs and milt – from wild stocks 
for production and to sell a portion of their returns to pay for 
operations. Alaska lawmakers also established a revolving loan 
fund for hatchery construction and operations.

Commercial salmon fishermen in Southeast Alaska, Prince 
William Sound, Cook Inlet, and Kodiak formed PNP regional 
aquaculture associations to operate hatcheries. Fishermen in these 
regions pay a self-imposed tax on their landings that help fund the 
operation of the associations. Other independent PNP corporations 
such as the Valdez Fisheries Development Association, Douglas 
Island Pink and Chum Inc. in Juneau, and Armstrong-Keta Inc. on 
south Baranof Island also built and operate hatcheries.

An aerial view of Hidden Falls Hatchery on Baranof Island in Southeast Alaska. In most years, Hidden Falls produces a large chum salmon return 
for commercial harvest. Photos courtesy of Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association and Ben Adams

Boosting the catch
Alaska’s private nonprofit hatchery program
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Today, there are 24 hatcheries operated 
by PNP corporations. The state of Alaska 
also operates two sport fish hatcheries in 
Fairbanks and Anchorage that produce 
Chinook salmon, rainbow trout, coho 
salmon, and Arctic char for sport harvest. 
The National Marine Fisheries Service 
operates a research hatchery on south 
Baranof Island at Little Port Walter, and 
the Metlakata Indian Community operates 
Tamgas Hatchery on Annette Island.

How many fish and what species can 
a hatchery produce?

Alaska PNP hatcheries do not grow fish 
to adulthood, but incubate fertilized eggs 
and release resulting juveniles back into the 
wild. By protecting eggs from predators and 
environmental factors, survival from egg to 
fry is about eight times higher in hatcheries 
than in the natural environment. As a result, 
compared to wild stock production, a much 
higher percentage of the hatchery return can 
be harvested while still providing brood 
stock to continue operations.

How many fish and what species can a 
hatchery produce? That depends on the 
amount of fresh water available and the 
species grown. Alaska PNP hatcheries draw 
their water from a lake or stream through a 
permit from the state. Fresh water is needed 
for both incubating eggs and rearing 
juvenile salmon. So, the more salmon you 
have in rearing tanks requiring fresh water, 
the fewer eggs you can have in incubation.

Soon after hatching, pink and chum 
salmon fry can be transferred directly 
from freshwater incubators to saltwater 
net pens, where they acclimate and are 
fed for a few months and released. King, 
sockeye, and coho salmon, on the other 
hand, must spend a year or more rearing in 
fresh water before developing to the smolt 
stage, when they can tolerate saltwater. 
Pink salmon will return two years after 
eggs are collected. Other species have  
longer production cycles.

Thus, it comes down to water, expense, 
and value of the return. These are the 
economic factors that PNP hatchery boards 
of directors and their constituents weigh 
in operating their hatcheries. Although 
king, sockeye, and coho salmon garner 
higher prices per pound at harvest, chum 
and pink salmon cost less to rear and 
generally provide a higher economic return 
on production costs, requiring less “cost 
recovery” harvest to pay for hatchery 
operations and leaving more fish for the 
commercial and sport fisheries to harvest.

Marking hatchery fish is important for assessing the commercial catch of returning adult  
salmon. One marking method involves inserting a tiny piece of wire engraved with a code into 
the snouts of juvenile salmon. The code is specific to a hatchery and release site.

Continued on Page 24

As a result, most of Alaska’s PNP hatch-
ery production is pink and chum salmon. 
Sockeye, coho, and king salmon are also 
produced, but usually in concert with, 
and subsidized by, chum or pink salmon  
production. Local, state, and federal  
governments also fund some PNP hatcher-
ies to raise king, sockeye, and coho salmon 
for commercial and sport fisheries.

How are salmon fisheries managed 
for hatchery returns to ensure wild 
stocks are protected?

Alaska’s salmon populations are managed 
to ensure adequate numbers of adults spawn 
in the wild, which is called the “spawning 
escapement,” or “escapement” for short. 
Salmon stocks are arguably managed at their 
maximum harvest level each year, given 
fluctuations due to environmental variability  
and imperfect management precision. 
Hatchery production provides a means to 
increase the overall harvest by supplement-
ing – not replacing – the catch of naturally 
produced salmon.

The success of Alaska’s hatchery pro-
gram is attributable to development of state 
practices over the years to ensure hatch-
ery returns do not negatively impact wild 
stocks. Alaska's hatcheries use stocks taken 
from close proximity to the hatchery so that 
any straying of hatchery returns will have 
similar genetic makeup as the stocks from 
nearby streams. Alaska hatcheries do not 
selectively breed for a particular character-

istic. Broodstock is selected without regard 
to size or other characteristics to maintain 
genetic diversity.

Most Alaska hatchery release sites are 
located away from important natural 
salmon stocks so that fishery managers 
can determine the strength of wild stocks 
in the catch and manage wild stocks con-
servatively. The salmon stocks used in 
the hatcheries, the locations of hatcher-
ies and release sites, and the number of 
juvenile salmon released are regulated by 
ADF&G through an extensive permitting 
process that includes public participa-
tion and a thorough vetting of hatchery 
operations for fish health, impacts to fish-
eries management, and potential genetic  
interaction with naturally spawning stocks.

Marking and tagging salmon

Alaska’s PNP hatchery program has a 
history of active assessment and innovation. 
Hatcheries use either coded wire tagging or 
otolith marking (or both) to mark releases. 
During the fishing season, the catch is 
sampled to measure the magnitude of 
wild and hatchery stock returns, allowing 
fishery managers to manage for wild stock 
escapement goals. Hatchery release sites are 
located such that, if fishery managers need 
to restrict fishing in the traditional wild 
stock fishing areas for conservation, the 
hatchery fish will pass through those areas 
to the hatchery release sites that are usually 
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located in isolated bays where few wild stocks are present. At these 
release sites, hatchery stocks can be fully harvested with minimal 
impact to wild stocks.

Coded wire tagging is done by inserting a tiny piece of wire 
engraved with a code into the snouts of juvenile salmon. After the 
tag is inserted, the adipose fin of the fish is clipped. When the fish 
return as adults, the catch can be examined for fish missing their 
adipose fin, and the tags removed from these fish to determine 
their origin. Coded wire tagging is laborious and expensive. Only 
a fraction of a release is tagged. When the released fish return as 
adults, the hatchery contribution to the catch is estimated by multi-
plying the number of tags recovered by an expansion factor based 
on the fraction of the juvenile release that was tagged. Therefore, if 
only a very small fraction of the release can be tagged, as was the 
case in the early years of the hatchery program for large releases of 
pink and chum salmon, the estimate of the hatchery contribution to 
the catch contained a lot of uncertainty.

Otolith marking, which was first implemented on a production 
scale in Alaska, changed all that. Thermal otolith marking is done 
by alternating warmer and colder incubation water over about a 
three- to six-day period, usually during the egg stage. This proce-
dure will lay down alternately dark and light rings on the fish’s 
ear bone (called the otolith), similar to rings on a tree. Naturally 
spawned salmon will have less distinct marks that lack regularly 
spaced intervals. Fish can be marked with different patterns of 
thermal marks, allowing for stock separation among hatcheries or 
even release locations.

The development of otolith marking is a powerful tool. During 
the adult harvest, a sample of otoliths will be taken and read to 

Inside the Sawmill Creek Hatchery.

Continued on Page 26
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estimate how many hatchery origin fish 
are in the catch, and which hatcheries the 
fish were released from. Because all fish 
in a hatchery can be marked this way – 
and not just a fraction of the releases as 
normally occurs when hatchery releases are 
coded wire tagged – a much more accurate 
assessment can be made. In addition, 
otoliths from immature salmon caught 
on the high seas can be used to determine 
origin and migration pattern, and otoliths 
from spawning carcasses can be collected 
during stream surveys to assess straying.

Today, most of Alaska’s PNP hatcheries 
otolith mark pink and chum salmon 
releases, and work cooperatively with 
ADF&G to assess the hatchery contribution 
to the catch during the season to provide 
ADF&G managers the information they 
need to manage for wild stock returns. 
Much of the king, coho, and sockeye salmon 
releases are otolith marked as well.

Coded wire tagging remains in use 
for coho and king salmon. Because these 
species are released in lesser numbers, a 
higher fraction of the release can be tagged 
and provide an acceptably precise estimate 
of contribution to the catch. In addition, 
ADF&G conducts wild stock assessments 
for coho and king salmon by capturing, 

coded wire tagging, and releasing wild 
smolts in streams in some areas of the state. 
Coded wire tag data provides an essential 
tool to accurately monitor both the hatchery 
component of the harvest and the wild 
stock dynamics for these two species.

Sustainable returns

A combination of favorable environ-
mental conditions, restricted fishing effort, 
abundance-based harvest management, 
habitat improvement, and hatchery pro-
duction gradually boosted salmon catches 
from the dismal returns in the early 1970s. 
Today, Alaska’s salmon fisheries are among 
the healthiest in the world, with the two 
highest overall harvests coming in the past 
four seasons. The 2013 salmon season was a 
record harvest overall, with the 283-million-
fish commercial harvest comprised of the 
second-highest catch for wild stocks (176 
million fish) and the highest catch for hatch-
ery stocks (107 million fish). The 2015 salm-
on season was the second-highest harvest 
overall, with a 264-million-fish commercial 
harvest comprised of the third-highest catch 
for wild stocks (170 million fish) and the 
second-highest catch for hatchery stocks (93 
million fish). The hatchery harvests alone 

in both 2013 and 2015 were greater than the 
entire statewide commercial salmon harvest 
in every year prior to statehood except for 
seven years (1918, 1926, 1934, 1936, 1937, 
1938, and 1941).

In addition, there are no salmon “stocks 
of concern” – salmon stocks that do not 
regularly meet escapement goals – in Prince 
William Sound or Southeast Alaska, where 
most hatchery production occurs. This 
indicates that adequate escapements to wild 
stock systems are being met in these areas 
over time. Therefore, although hatchery 
production may comprise a majority of 
the harvest of a species in a region – chum 
salmon in Southeast Alaska or pink salmon 
in Prince William Sound, for example – this 
does not mean that it is at the expense of 
wild stock production. In fact, when fishing 
is open elsewhere to target wild stocks, the 
fleet may instead focus effort on hatchery 
returns at hatchery release sites, particularly 
when tender service (vessels that carry a 
fishing boat’s catch to a processor) is also 
concentrated there. Commercial fishermen 
can efficiently harvest hatchery fish and 
offload to nearby tenders, saving time and 
fuel in their operations.

As intended, hatchery production is 
supplementing the healthy wild stock 
returns, and is a reflection of the state’s 
priority of conservation of wild stocks as 
the foundation of its salmon enhancement 
and management programs.

The salmon marketplace

The salmon marketplace has changed 
substantially since Alaska’s PNP hatchery 
program began. As the first adult salmon 
were returning to newly built hatcheries in 
1980, Alaska accounted for nearly half of the 
world salmon supply, and larger harvests 
in Alaska generally meant that the prices 
paid to fishermen by the processor – called 
the ex-vessel price – was lower in larger 
harvest years. By 1996, rapidly expanding 
worldwide farmed salmon production 
surpassed the wild salmon harvest for the 
first time, and wild salmon prices declined 
precipitously as farmed salmon flooded the 
marketplace in the United States, Europe, 
and Japan.

By the early 2000s, many Alaska hatchery 
organizations and commercial fishermen 
struggled to remain financially solvent 
during these years of low salmon prices. 
Several hatcheries suspended operations 
altogether. Processors placed fishermen on 
delivery limits because of limited capacity 
and a glutted market.

The Medvejie Hatchery, located near Sitka, produces chum, Chinook, and coho salmon.
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Alaska responded to farmed salmon 
competition by improving fish quality and 
implementing marketing efforts to define 
the differences between Alaska salmon and 
farmed salmon. By 2004, these efforts began 
to pay off through increasing demand  
and prices.

Part of Alaska’s marketing efforts was a 
message of sustainable fisheries manage-
ment to a growing audience of discrimi-
nating buyers. In 2000, salmon fisheries 
managed by the state of Alaska were the 
first salmon fisheries certified as “sustain-
ably managed” by the independent non-
profit Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
and remained the only MSC-certified 
salmon fisheries in the world for nearly a 
decade. Alaska’s certification was MSC’s 
broadest and most complex, covering all 
five salmon species harvested by all fish-
ing gear types in all parts of the state. 
Achievement of statewide certification 
was a reflection of the state’s commitment 
to abundance-based fisheries management 
and constitutional mandate to sustain wild  
salmon populations.

Strengthening trade ties with China 
also contributed to higher salmon prices. 
An increasing portion of Alaska’s harvest 
was headed, gutted, and frozen in Alaska, 

shipped to China for further processing 
to fillets and other product forms, and 
then shipped back to the United States or 
other markets for sale or further value-
added processing. According to the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute’s May 2011 
marketing bulletin, by 2010, roughly a 
third of all Alaska seafood was exported to 
China to be reprocessed and re-exported to 
markets in the United States and Europe.

Today, Alaska typically accounts for just 
12 percent to 15 percent of the global supply 
of salmon. Alaska’s diminished influence 
on world salmon production means that 
Alaska’s harvest volume has little effect 
on world salmon prices. For example, the 
price per pound for pink salmon trended 
upward in the first eight years of the past 
decade, despite large fluctuations in harvest 
volume, before declining from 2013 to 2015.

In recent years, the strong dollar, political 
action in Russia, and the record pink salmon 
harvest in 2013 were key factors influencing 
price declines of pink and chum salmon, 
the two primary hatchery-produced 
species, according to ASMI’s spring 2015  
market bulletin.

Russia, Japan, and Ukraine are key mar- 
kets for Alaska salmon roe, an impor-

NSRAA captures coho smolt at Salmon Lake in order to place coded wire tags in a sample of fish.

Continued on Page 28
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tant product impacting the overall value 
of pink and chum salmon. The Russian 
embargo on U.S. seafood products, and 
lower currency values in Russia, Ukraine, 
and Japan, influenced the pink salmon mar-
ket, as did the large inventory of canned 
salmon from the 2013 harvest. Chum 
salmon value was similarly affected by the 
lower yen value in Japan. Japan is a major 
buyer of chum salmon roe. Since most 
fish farms do not rear salmon to maturity, 
wild salmon continue to dominate this 
part of the market. Roe typically accounts 
for about half of the wholesale revenue of  

chum salmon, and pink and chum salmon 
together provide the majority of salmon roe 
produced in Alaska.

Alaska PNP hatchery production is har-
vested primarily in the common property 
commercial fisheries, followed by the cost 
recovery harvest, which pays for hatchery 
operations. The sport, personal use, and 
subsistence harvests are a small portion of 
the overall PNP hatchery harvest, but par-
ticularly important to harvesters in accessi-
ble locales such as Ketchikan, Juneau, Sitka, 
Valdez, Kodiak, Resurrection Bay, the Cop-
per River, and Lower Cook Inlet.
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cost-effective repairs and maintenance to 
major conversions and new construction. 
With multiple dry docks and marine 
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and highly skilled craftspeople, we keep 
your fleet moving forward. 

always safe. always ready.
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Production by species and region

About 93 million hatchery salmon were 
harvested in the commercial fisheries in 2015, 
worth an estimated ex-vessel value of $125 
million. Pink salmon comprised 47 percent of 
the total value, followed by chum salmon (31 
percent) and sockeye salmon (17 percent).

By region, Prince William Sound and 
Southeast Alaska PNP hatcheries produced 
most of the hatchery production in 2015, 
followed by Kodiak and Cook Inlet areas.

The Fairbanks and Anchorage ADF&G 
sport fish hatcheries, paid for and operated 
using funds from the sale of sport fish 
licenses and federal excise taxes collected 
from the sale of sport fishing equipment, 
provide the Interior and Southcentral 
regions with sport fishery enhancement, 
stocking numerous freshwater lakes with 
Arctic char, rainbow trout, coho and king 
salmon, as well as several marine terminal 
fisheries with coho and king salmon.

Prince William Sound hatcheries produce 
the majority of hatchery pink salmon in 
the state. The Prince William Sound purse 
seine fishery, which harvests primarily 
pink salmon, was closed during the poor 
salmon returns years of 1972 and 1974, 
with minimal fishing in 1973. Fishermen 
and processors were anxious to get 
hatchery production on line quickly to aid 
in the recovery of the fishery, and pink 
salmon were both a targeted species and 
provided the quickest turnaround from 
egg take to harvest. Pink salmon were, and 
continue to be, the most abundant species 
in Prince William Sound, with a historic 
infrastructure in place for processing pink 
salmon. The Kitoi Bay Hatchery on Afognak 
Island near Kodiak is another substantial 
producer of pink salmon in the state.

Southeast Alaska hatcheries produce 
the majority of hatchery chum salmon in 
the state. Wild chum salmon runs return 
during the same period as sockeye and pink 
salmon runs, and chum salmon are the least 
abundant of these three species. ADF&G 
manages the salmon fisheries primarily 
to meet escapement goals for sockeye or 
pink salmon, with chum salmon caught 
incidentally. During the development of the 
hatchery program in Southeast Alaska in 
the early 1980s, fishermen, processors, and 
ADF&G assessed that chum salmon could 
be produced in hatcheries and that returns 
would be caught incidentally in the fisheries 
managed for wild pink or sockeye salmon. 
Hatchery release sites were selected so that 
chum salmon not caught in the sockeye and 
pink salmon fisheries could be caught at the 
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release sites without a significant harvest of 
wild stocks.

Prince William Sound hatcheries produce 
the majority of hatchery sockeye salmon. 
The largest returns are to Main Bay Hatch-
ery, where a sockeye salmon smolt program 
was developed to enhance the sockeye 
salmon drift and set gillnet fisheries on 
the west side of Prince William Sound to  
balance the pink salmon hatchery produc-
tion that primarily benefits the seine fleet. 
Sockeye salmon are also produced from 
streamside incubators along the Gulkana 
River, a tributary of the Copper River, and 
these fish are caught primarily during the 
Copper River commercial drift gillnet,  
personal use dipnet, and subsistence fish 
wheel harvests. The Gulkana program was 
established in the early 1970s as a miti-
gation measure from habitat loss during  
construction of the Richardson Highway.

Southeast Alaska hatcheries produce the 
majority of hatchery coho salmon. South-
east Alaska has the largest coho salmon 
commercial fishery in the state, accounting 
for about half of the statewide coho salmon 
harvest in 2015. Returning coho salmon 
are available to commercial hook-and-
line salmon trollers in Southeast Alaska, 
the only region where commercial trolling 
occurs, from July through September. This 
is unlike other regions of the state, where 
coho salmon are commercially fished with 
net gear and targeted only during a few 
weeks during the fall return. Coho salmon 
are produced by hatcheries in Cook Inlet 
and Prince William Sound, as well, that 
are particularly important to the sport 
fisheries in Resurrection Bay and Prince  
William Sound.

Most king salmon hatchery production 
occurs in Southeast Alaska, where most of 
the state’s king salmon harvest takes place. 
King salmon hatchery production was 
largely developed after the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty (1985), which included funding 
for king salmon hatchery production 
in Southeast Alaska to mitigate harvest 
concessions made in the treaty. King salmon 
are targeted year-round by the commercial 
troll fleet, and are important seasonally to 
the sport and net fleets.

Economic impact – and controversy

PNP hatchery operations and employ-
ment make a substantial economic impact 
in Alaska as well. In 2014, the operation 
budgets for all PNP hatcheries in the state 
totaled about $50 million. By comparison, 

The Crawfish Inlet rearing site.
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the statewide operating budget for ADF&G Division of Commer-
cial Fisheries in 2014 for management of all state fisheries was 
about $70 million.

Hatcheries are not without controversy. Studies of hatchery 
effects on wild stocks and fisheries management in Lower 
48 systems, where hatcheries operate largely to replace – not 
supplement – fisheries, regularly raise a healthy concern over 
Alaska’s hatchery program, despite the state’s long track record 
of sustaining wild stocks and providing additional harvest of 
hatchery returns.

ADF&G has monitored straying of hatchery fish into wild 
systems in all areas of the state where salmon are released. 
Recently, a panel of scientists from ADF&G, the University of 
Alaska, aquaculture associations, and NMFS was assembled to 
design a long-term research project to further study some of the 
questions of hatchery and wild stock interactions in Alaska. The 
study, titled “Interactions of Wild and Hatchery Pink and Chum 
Salmon in Prince William Sound and Southeast Alaska,” is 
currently underway.

The proposed study length is about 11 years, with four years 
initially funded. Study funding is provided by the PNP operators, 
salmon processors, and state of Alaska, and administered by 
ADF&G. Field work is conducted by the Prince William Sound 
Science Center and the Sitka Sound Science Center. The study will 
improve understanding of hatchery and wild stock interactions and 
provide Alaska-specific scientific guidance for assessing Alaska’s 
hatchery program.  

Mark Stopha is a fishery biologist and assistant PNP coordinator for the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Commercial Fisheries.

A seiner works at Hidden Falls.
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The morning a cruise ship comes to Astoria, Oregon, the entire 
city seems to hold its breath.

The streets are ghost-town quiet, locals buy their coffee 
earlier than normal, and merchants double-check the cruise ship 
schedule, scanning for the number of passengers.

Today, it’s 2,600 aboard the Crown Princess.
When the passengers disembark, they’ll see the welcoming 

committee that always sets up behind the port’s administrative 
offices on Pier 1. But first they’ll see the logs – stacks of logs.

The log ships tie up on the long, western side of Pier 1. Cruise 
ships tie up at the end of the pier. The log ships are big, but the 
cruise ships easily dwarf them. When both types of ship are in 
town, it’s tight quarters. They look close enough to kiss each other.

As economics go, cruise ships and logs have proved to be sound 

Restless harbor
Port of Astoria looks to cruise ships, log exports for revenue as commercial 

fishermen contend with aging marinas and hordes of sea lions
investments for a port that has struggled financially and cycled 
through five different directors in the last three years. But to 
commercial fishermen, the cruise ships and logs have also marked 
a sort of turning point.

Seafood processors still operate on the port’s piers, Englund 
Marine & Industrial Supply keeps up brisk business near a small 
boatyard on Pier 3, and J&H Boatworks has long maintained a 
shop at the port’s easternmost property, Tongue Point.

But the port’s two marinas are aging, and there’s been talk 
of moving, or even closing, the boatyard and expanding log 
operations on Pier 3.

In his budget message for 2016-17, Port of Astoria Executive 
Director Jim Knight wrote that he and his staff are “laying the 
groundwork for transformation through strategic planning.”

Log ships and cruise ships operate in close proximity at the Port of Astoria. Katie Frankowicz photos

by KATIE FRANKOWICZPort of Astoria
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Right now, however, the fishing 
industry isn’t at the top of Knight’s pri-
ority “to do” list.

Years of deferred maintenance, aging 
infrastructure, incomplete planning, 
winter storms, stormwater issues, eco-
nomic uncertainty, poor finances, and 
shifting leadership have all combined 
to leave Knight, now in his second year 
as executive director, with a host of 
complicated problems to solve.

These include dealing with rising 
water at the port’s Astoria Regional 
Airport and business park and address-
ing the mandate for economic develop-
ment in a city where affordable housing 
has become almost impossible to find 
and where, according to new science, 
an earthquake and massive tsunami  
are overdue.

Still, Knight said, “Every piece of port 
property is indelibly related to the fishing 
industry, commercial and recreational.”

String of responsibilities
The Port of Astoria, established in 

1910, sprawls across the northern top of 
Oregon’s Clatsop County.

In the west, near Warrenton, it owns 
the 800-acre airport and business park, a 
property the port is still figuring out how 

to develop, and property along the Skipanon 
River, once the site of a Pacific Seafood Group 
processing plant that burned in 2013.

Moving eastward, there’s what the port 
refers to as the Central Waterfront District, 
which encompasses three piers, the port’s 

administrative office, Englund Marine & 
Industrial Supply, seafood processors, and a 
growing log-handling operation.

On the other side of the easternmost pier, 
Pier 1, there’s the West Basin Marina.

A visitor walks a dock in September in the Port of Astoria’s East Mooring Basin. A sleeping sea lion 
floats in the water nearby.

Continued on Page 34



Farther east, past the iconic Astoria-Megler Bridge, beyond the 
downtown that 20 years ago looked rundown but now is crowded 
with restaurants, shops, and galleries, there’s the East Mooring 
Basin.

Even farther east, on the outskirts of Astoria, there’s Tongue 
Point, a 33-acre industrial plot and the current temporary home for 
Pacific Seafood’s Astoria plant.

All of this is managed by Knight and his barebones staff.
In the most recent budget message, Knight wrote that the Port 

of Astoria is “spending over $710,000 less on personnel costs than 
similar-sized ports.”

The port has weathered a lot of change in the last four years.

When a former executive director, Jack Crider, resigned in 2012 
after four years with the port, the next director quit after only  
14 months.

In 2012, the port was in rough shape financially.
Knight, the current director, was hired in 2014. He and his staff 

are trying to get the port back on track.
The next two to three years, he said, will be spent addressing 

major infrastructure issues across port properties while trying to 
figure out goals for the next 15 to 20 years.

One thing Knight and the port commissioners likely don’t have 
to worry about for now is the logs.

Timber!
Knight estimates that close to 25 percent of the port’s revenue is 

derived from the log-handling operations on Piers 1 and 3. Near 
term, the port expects a 20 to 30 percent increase in export volumes.

Once loaded, the log ships sail to distant Chinese ports.
The log operation, as it exists now, began in 2009 and 2010, when 

the port entered into an agreement with Westerlund Log Handlers 
to develop an export facility.

At the time, Bornstein Seafoods, with a plant smack in the 
middle of the proposed log truck and ship operations, opposed the 
move, saying it could create conflicts with its business.

Logs had been a part of the port’s business plans in the decades 
prior but hadn’t been included in what was then the master plan 
guiding port decisions. This 2003 document focused instead on 
tourism and seafood processing on the central waterfront and 
discussed developing a marine services center there as well.

Westerlund is no longer the company at the helm. The log-
handling is now the domain of Astoria Forest Products.

While operations at Pier 1 have been pretty well dialed in over 
the years to the point where cruise passengers can safely disembark 
and walk toward downtown Astoria along a fenced path while log 
loaders and longshoremen go about their business, the destiny of 
Pier 3 is less fixed.

A debarker is now in place on that pier, right next to a small 
boatyard managed by the port. All sorts of traffic move through the 
area – trucks, boats, people wanting to work on boats – and traffic 
to and from Englund Marine & Industrial Supply.

Englund had relocated to this area because of the proximity to 
the boatyard and was not necessarily pleased when the logs moved 
in too. Nor were they happy when the port discussed closing the 
boatyard last year. Englund joined with angry boat owners to 
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Janice Burk, Port of Astoria marina manager, helps a 
customer at the fuel dock in the West Mooring Basin.

The cruise ship Crown Princess, calling on Astoria in September with  
2,600 passengers.
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Visit kodiakshipyard.com

Email lwhite@city.kodiak.ak.us or call 907-486-8080S
H
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For boats up to 660 tons and 42’ beam

The ideal place to work on your boat:
 y Centrally located in the North Pacific.
 y Heated washpad with washwater recycling.
 y Do it yourself or turnkey services.
 y Environmentally compliant.

Kodiak is one of the largest fishing 
ports in the US with everything you 
need for a successful haul out.

protest the closure, and the port backed down.
But, Knight said, the boatyard likely will need to be moved,  

if not closed.

Tongue Point
One place where the boatyard could move to is Tongue Point.
The open, largely empty property is home to two former aircraft 

hangars and seven piers. The port leases it from the property owner 
at a steep price. Knight estimates the port has spent more than 
$1.6 million on rent since 2009, when the commission approved a 
10-year lease with an option to purchase the property.

“We pay a lot of money for Tongue Point, and it’s really more 
than we should be paying,” Knight said.

Since the lease was signed, ideas about what to do with Tongue 
Point have launched, floated, sunk, and gone back for repairs time 
and time again.

Currently, the site hosts fish processing, boat construction and 
repair, open storage, and lay berthing.

Some commissioners have argued that Tongue Point should 
become a shipping facility, but Knight said there are challenges to 
such a plan. “Easily half a billion dollars” worth of challenges, he 
said. Tongue Point as it exists today is not ready to accommodate 
such a facility.

Options B and C are more likely, in his opinion. Option B would 
introduce more seafood processing, and option C, perhaps the best 
option as Knight sees it, is to turn all the empty space at Tongue 
Point into a giant boatyard, relocating the boatyard at Pier 3 and 
freeing up space for logs there. Of the three options, it’s the least Fluttering plastic flags and metal barriers made by local high school students 

are working, for now, to keep sea lions off the docks in the East Mooring Basin.Continued on Page 36
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expensive and most practical, he said, but added, “It’s hard to give 
up on the big home run of a shipping facility.”

West Basin Marina
By comparison, the port’s two marinas, the West Basin Marina 

and East Mooring Basin, are much less complicated concerns.
As commissioners, port directors, and business strategies come 

and go, the marinas continue much as they always have. Marina 
managers collect moorage fees and manage the wait lists. They run 
down when the fuel bell rings, and they keep up on small repairs.

“Our day-to-day operations continue no matter what’s going on 
with the port,” said Janice Burk, marina manager. She’s been with 
the port, in the marinas and boatyard, on and off since 1999.

She’s busiest at the West Basin Marina, located on the other side 
of Pier 1, during the summer when recreational boats take over 
the Columbia River. In August, she said, the bell for the fuel dock 
seems to ring every five minutes. This year, during the summer 
recreational Buoy 10 fishery on the river, revenue from parking 
passes alone brought in thousands of dollars, Knight said.

The West Basin includes 335 to 400 slips, and there’s a long, long 
waiting list for annual slots. Some slips are vacant, unusable until 
the marina is dredged. This dredging and some much needed 
piling replacement are Burk’s big projects right now.

Then there’s the East Mooring Basin – the “black sheep,” as Burk 
calls it.

East Mooring Basin
The East Mooring Basin is looking a little rough these days.
The causeway that used to allow fishermen to drive out for easy 

loading and unloading is now closed to vehicles – a locked gate 
bars access.

J&H Boatworks employees break for lunch at a facility the company 
leases at Tongue Point, just outside of Astoria.

A boat hauled out for work in the Port of Astoria’s small boatyard  
on Pier 3.

Continued on Page 69
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Pacific Marine Expo is nearly here, and your Pacific Fishing 
magazine team will be anchored down on the show floor again  
this year.

Also known as Fish Expo, the massive PME trade show is a  
wonderland of marine products vital to commercial fishermen. It’s 
also a great place to connect with fishery regulators, safety experts, 
and your colleagues in the fishing industry.

Find Pacific Fishing representatives at booth No. 639. We’ll be 
happy to see you and swap some fish stories.

This is your chance to subscribe to the North Pacific’s best  
commercial fishing journal for $1 per issue or less. Sign up for one 
year and pay only $12. Get a two-year subscription for $24, or pay 
$30 for three years – the best deal ever!

For our Canadian friends, sorry, our prices are higher but still 
attractive: $22 for one year, $44 for two years, or $60 for three years.

Subscribe and get a Pacific Fishing hat. We’ll also have  
complimentary copies of our latest issues plus our 2017 calendar.

Pacific Marine Expo runs Thursday through Saturday, Nov. 
17-19, at the CenturyLink Field Event Center in downtown Seattle, 
right between the Seahawks and Mariners stadiums. Parking is 
easy in the big garage located next to the Event Center. Show hours 
are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday.

Go to pacificmarineexpo.com for admission and exhibitor  
information plus the lineup of educational seminars on topics such 
as catch marketing, climate change, marine connectivity, regulatory 
changes, and fishing safety.  

– Wesley Loy

Pacific Marine Expo 2016

We’ll be at Pacific Marine Expo. How about you?

See us

at Booth
327
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The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife is moving into the next 

generation of monitoring fish populations 
– one of the toughest challenges in fish 
management – by using new environmental 
DNA (eDNA) science to quickly and 
accurately identify fish species in streams 
and lakes.

Traditional methods of monitoring, such 
as trapping, netting, or electrofishing, take 
a lot of time and money and sometimes 
don’t give the answers needed to make 
management decisions. However, the 
measurement of eDNA shows promise 
as a cost-effective means to supplement 
monitoring the distribution, abundance, 
and health of fish, amphibian, beaver, and 
other water-based species.

Environmental DNA refers to the DNA 
that is naturally released by all living 
organisms (including people) into their 
environment. The water in rivers and lakes 
contains millions of DNA particles, each 
with a unique signature. By sampling the 
water and decoding the DNA, researchers 
can tell if some of that DNA came from 
a coho salmon, beaver, spotted frog, or  
other species.

Potentially revolutionary: “We are 
working towards a future where our biolo-
gists can collect a water sample, analyze it 
on site, and determine which of Oregon’s 

native and non-native aquatic species are in 
the general vicinity,” said Shaun Clements, 
research scientist for ODFW. “eDNA has the 
potential to revolutionize fish monitoring.”

But for all this potential to become reality, 
according to Clements, researchers need 
to understand how eDNA moves through 
rivers and lakes. This means answering 
questions such as: How far upstream 
might the fish be, 100 feet or 10 miles? How 
recently was the fish in the area? How can 
we distinguish if the eDNA from a fish was 
released into the stream by other sources 
like a boat, angler, or predator?

This technology also has a high potential 
to give an early warning of invasions by 
non-native species, such as the quagga 
mussel, that can be harmful to Oregon’s 
environment and cost the state millions  
of dollars.

“This method can detect very small 
amounts of DNA and because we don’t 
actually put our hands on the critter, we 
need to figure out what a positive detec-
tion of eDNA really means,” Clements said. 
“eDNA methods can also provide improved 
sensitivity to detect rare and endangered 
species in comparison with traditional mon-
itoring techniques.”

Starting place: ODFW researchers plan 
to start a pilot study in the Alsea basin in 
the coming months.

SCIENCE

Web: www.commodoresboats.com/sponson     Phone: 604-247-2628

American fishermen are bringing their boats 
to Canada to save $$$!

US$/CAD$ Exchange rate draws 
US vessels to Canadian  

full-service shipyards for repairs

Richmond, British Columbia: During tight economic competitive 
times, Pacific Coast fishermen are looking for ways to increase effi-
ciency, save money and increase profits. Mark Tucker from Tokeland, 
Washington (Voyager, 42' aluminum crab boat) knows this. Recently 
he conducted online research of both Canadian and American companies 
skilled enough to perform a substantial sponson project on his vessel. With 
the low cost of the Canadian dollar and Commodore’s reputation as a reputable, skilled, full service 
boat repair shop, it simply made sense to bring his boat to Canada to do the repairs. For the full story 
on this sponson project visit their website to find out how easy it is to bring your boat to Canada.

Shaun Clements, research scientist for the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, tests 
the waters of the upper Deschutes River for 
environmental DNA. Scientists are now able 
to use eDNA to tell what species are present in 
aquatic populations. ODFW photo

Oregon pilot project uses ‘environmental DNA’ to track fish

The pilot study is groundbreaking in 
its own way. Currently, researchers study 
eDNA movement in rivers by caging fish 
in streams or releasing water containing 
eDNA from hatchery-reared fish. Clements 
said that these approaches have downsides 
to varying degrees because it’s difficult to 
control the amount, size, or timing of an 
eDNA release. To address these issues, 
ODFW researchers will use technology 
being pioneered in the food safety industry.

“Essentially, we will make custom eDNA 
to use as a tracer for the purpose of calibrat-
ing measurements of the natural eDNA 
collected in our river water samples,”  
Clements said.

Each tracer is a unique code that tells 
researchers when it was released, how 
much was released, and what size it was. 
In the food industry, this technique is being 
used to trace contaminated food back to 
its source. ODFW researchers will use it to 
trace eDNA in the water back to a precise 
point in space and time. Pending results, 
the researchers will implement a full study 
in rivers across the state in early 2017.

According to Clements, this and other 
research and development efforts will result 
in significant cost savings in fish monitoring 
and free up money to be put towards other 
priority uses.  

– Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Each day in fishing communities around 
the world, not every fish is counted. 

This happens in part because of illegal fish-
ing, poor or incomplete surveys, and dis-
carded fish from commercial operations.

Recording how many fish are caught 
is one important requirement to measure 
the well-being of a fish stock – if scientists 
know the number of fish taken from the 
ocean, they can adjust management of that 
fishery to keep it from being overfished. 
Missing catch data, however, are rampant, 
causing concern that fisheries around the 
world are overfished.

A new study by University of Washing-
ton scientists finds that in many cases, this 
isn’t true. Specifically, misreporting caught 
fish doesn’t always translate to overfishing. 
The study was published online in Septem-
ber in the journal Fish and Fisheries.

“While quantifying total catch is impor-
tant for understanding how much is 
removed from the system, it is possible to 
manage sustainably even if we don’t know 
those numbers,” said lead author Merrill 
Rudd, a UW doctoral student in aquatic and 
fishery sciences. “This paper shows there 
are some situations where, just because 
there is unreported catch, it doesn’t mean 
we are overfishing.”

Identifying trends: The researchers mod-
eled five different misreporting scenarios 
on a simulated fishery: complete reporting 
of catch numbers, constant overreporting, 
constant underreporting, increasing report-
ing rate over time, and decreasing report-
ing rate over time. They found that in cases 
where misreporting was constant, the fish 
population could still be managed sustain-
ably over the years because misreporting 
was proportional each year.

But in cases where misreporting 
increased or decreased year to year, those 
fisheries were found to be over- or under-
fished.

In other words, the catch reporting trends 
– not the specific numbers of fish caught – 
are the most critical elements to consider 
when trying to understand a fishery’s over-
all status, the authors said.

“It turns out that if you know what the 
trend is in a fish population, it doesn’t mat-
ter as much if you don’t know the catch 
numbers perfectly,” said Trevor Branch, 
senior author and a UW associate professor 
of aquatic and fishery sciences. “Now we 

Missing fish catch data? Not necessarily a problem,  
University of Washington study says

think we know better what impact unre-
ported catch has on fishery status.”

A massive effort is underway through 
the University of British Columbia’s Sea 
Around Us initiative to reconstruct the 
catch data for fisheries worldwide. It’s clear 
from this work that misreporting at a con-
stant rate happens frequently in fisheries 
around the world. The UW study connects 

with the reconstruction efforts by showing 
that many of these fish populations can 
still be well-managed despite management 
being based on models using misreported 
catches.

Misreporting can happen at the dock, 
on the boat, and in processing plants – and 
many fish aren’t counted due to illegal  

Continued on Page 70
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Come   visit    
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Pacific   Marine   Expo.

New multispecies plan  
provides roadmap to California 
salmon, steelhead recovery

California Coastal Chinook salmon in the Eel River. 
Cathy Myers photo

Millions of wild salmon and steelhead 
once returned to California’s north 

and central coastal watersheds. Develop-
ment over the last 100 years and the conver-
sion of forestlands to urban and agricultural 
use led to the decline of these populations.

From 1997 to 2000, California Coastal 
Chinook salmon, Northern California  
steelhead, and Central California Coast 
steelhead were listed under the federal 
Endangered Species Act as species threat-
ened with extinction.

In October, NOAA Fisheries released 
its final plan to recover these species  
by addressing the threats they face and 
restoring the ecosystem on which they 
depend.

The recovery plan strategically tar-
gets restoration efforts to the needs of 
salmon and steelhead throughout each 
of their life stages, from their time as 
juveniles in freshwater habitat, through 

their maturation in the ocean, 
and their return to streams  
to spawn.

Using this framework, the plan 
seeks to improve estuarine and 
riparian habitat conditions, restore 
floodplains and stream chan-
nels, enhance stream flows, and 
improve fish passage across 8 million acres 
of California’s north and central coast.

Targeted action: With science at its foun-
dation, the plan provides for the biological 
needs of fish.

A technical team of scientists, led by 
NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Science  
Center, developed criteria that will ensure 
the species persists over the long term. The 
criteria address such attributes as popula-
tion size and reproductive success rates, as 
well as sufficient geographic distribution 
and genetic diversity.

The idea is to target on-the-ground 

actions to the needs of fish throughout 
their life cycle to restore robust populations 
across the landscape.

Many stakeholders, organizations, and 
agencies commented on the draft recov-
ery plan, and NOAA Fisheries took those 
comments into account to fine-tune several 
sections including recovery actions and  
criteria. The plan notes that continued pub-
lic engagement and partnerships will be 
essential in the recovery of the north and 
central coast’s salmon and steelhead runs.

Major benefits: Fully restoring the 
region’s salmon runs will be challenging, 
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• Fishermen have been asking for a Wheel 
Drive that can truly freewheel!!!

• The results are in for our new Wheel 
Drive and it is a success. Even referred to 
by one Fisherman as “the Beast,” he was 
able to easily tow and pick at the same 
time. It also freewheeled beyond their 
expectations. We are excited about this 
next season and hope we can get your 
vessel set up to beat the competition.

• So don’t forget the all new Twister Wheel 
Drive gives you the power you expect from 
a wheel drive and freewheeling that is the 
best of any wheel drive available. Hydraulic 
braking gives you the control you want 
and it has port configuration that makes 
plumbing easy and uncluttered.

• Additionally the drive flange is config-
ured for all standard 4 and 6 bolt pattern 
net drums. You can easily install this 
drive on any existing drum or new drum.

ALL NEW TWISTER WHEEL DRIVE

14-440 MHP100 - 750 HP 250 - 900 MHP 450 - 570 MHP

www.cascadeengine.com

PME Booth #1311 PME Booth #1431 PME Booth #1439 PME Booth #1301

but salmon and steelhead recovery will  
provide significant economic, social, and 
ecological benefits. California commer-
cial and recreational salmon fisheries, for 
instance, are estimated to generate $118 
to $279 million in income annually and  
provide roughly 2,000 to 3,000 jobs.

A revived sport and commercial fishery 
would support substantial economic gains 
and job creation across the species’ entire 
range, most notably in the state’s river and 
coastal communities.

In addition, many of the actions identi-
fied in the plan will improve the natural 
processes of the watersheds. Not only do 
these actions benefit native plants and ani-
mals, but they also improve surface and 
groundwater supplies, reduce the cost of 
streambank stabilization or flood control 
activities, and limit the frequency of high 
severity fires.

Partnerships and collective action are the 
key to achieving recovery. Recovery plans 
are voluntary, and their success depends on 
federal agencies, resource managers, local 
governments, interested citizens, and pri-
vate landowners coming together to imple-
ment the actions identified in the plan.  

– NOAA Fisheries

See us at Booth
1021
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SCIENCE

Using the tiniest of clues, scientists have determined what prob-
ably killed the mammoths of Alaska’s St. Paul Island – thirst.

“It looks like climate did them in,” said Matthew Wooller, a  
University of Alaska Fairbanks scientist who in 2013 went to St. Paul 
as part of a diverse team and brought back lake cores for analysis. 
“Looks like access to freshwater resources was the coup de grâce.”

Wooller and other researchers have been working on the mystery 
for a few years. They used tools that help them analyze tiny things 
like ancient pollen grains and fragments of a fungus that lived on  
animal dung. Their research, in which they “solve the puzzle of 
extinction” of the St. Paul mammoths, just became public in the  
journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Birth of an island: The Bering Sea island that today could fit 
within the limits of any Alaska city was beach front property dur-
ing the height of the last ice age. As glaciers melted and sea level 
rose to flood the Bering Land Bridge, St. Paul became an island. That  
happened about 13,500 years ago.

The isolated woolly mammoths of St. Paul survived until about 
5,600 years ago. Scientists know that because they dated the tooth of 
one of them found in a cave. St. Paul must have been a nice place for 
mammoths – the beasts survived there for more than 5,000 years after 
they vanished from mainland Alaska.

The lush green volcanic island looks as if it could support  
mammoths today. Wooller and his coauthors found that the greenery 
covering the island has not changed much in thousands of years. So, 
the lack of food was not the mammoth killer.

Because people were not on the island until the late 1700s, the 
researchers also eliminated our hungry species as the cause of the 
mammoth disappearance.

A drying climate and shrinking water holes seemed to have 

The demise of St. Paul Island’s mammoth population
doomed the mammoths. According to the remains of ancient aquatic 
creatures as well as DNA and radiocarbon testing, crater lakes on the 
island became saltier and more toxic as time went on.

Heavy drinkers: Elephants, the closest living relatives to  
mammoths, need to drink at least 18 gallons of water each day, the 
scientists wrote in the paper. The St. Paul mammoths may have need-
ed even more water to cool their huge bodies adapted to retain heat.

The lakes of St. Paul today are probably similar to the holes in 
which mammoths splashed: shallow groundwater basins perched on 
a base of seawater and a few crater lakes with no outlet streams. The 
scientists figure the deepest lake on St. Paul today was probably the 
main water source for mammoths. Lake Hill is less than 6 feet at its 
deepest and would have been shallower during dry periods.

The scientists found documentation of a similar event involving 
an extinction of animals on the island of Mauritius 4,150 years ago. 
There, a severe drought concentrated the animals around saline,  
toxic lakes.

Scientists from all over the country who teamed up to write the 
paper came to the same independent conclusions based on tiny 
clues left behind. Wooller and postdoctoral researcher Kyungcheol 
Choy used stable isotope analysis to help decipher the tiny universe 
of information. At the Alaska Stable Isotope Facility on the UAF  
campus, technicians vaporize tiny samples of things and run the gas 
through an isotope ratio mass spectrometer. The results tell them 
about the environment in which a substance was formed.

The fate of the St. Paul mammoths is a familiar story of the  
importance of fresh water and its vulnerability in changing times, the 
authors wrote.  
Ned Rozell is a science writer for the University of Alaska Fairbanks  
Geophysical Institute.

by NED ROZELL
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Working Alaska’s cod, pollock fisheries 
through the decades 

THE F/V VANGUARD

by Daniel Mintz

Welcome Aboard

‘Big white cloud’: Kodiak, Alaska, resident Vern Hall partnered 
with two other fishermen to build the F/V Vanguard in 1978 – a  
collaboration that ended with a serious disagreement. 

“It was going to hell and I didn’t know why,” said Hall. “Then, one 
day, one of the guys came into the galley where we were talking and 
threw a bag of cocaine down on the table.” 

The bag was open and ready for use. “But I snatched it and a big 
white cloud appeared, and the guy got half pissed at me,” Hall said.  
“I said, OK, let’s go on deck and see if it goes overboard.” 

The confrontation was defused by the other fishermen on board. 
Ownership issues were resolved, and Hall emerged as owner of the 
Vanguard with a new partner – his father, Wilburn Hall, who recently 

celebrated his 97th birthday. 
Vern Hall eventually bought out his father’s ownership share and 

now owns the 99.5-foot-long vessel with another partner, Franke 
Brown. Trawling for cod, pollock, and flatfish, the Vanguard is thriving 
through a joint venture with the Golden Alaska Seafoods processing 
company. 

Cutting edge trawler: The Vanguard works the Kodiak area and 
Bering Sea trawl fisheries and delivers catches to an at-sea Golden 
Alaska mothership. 

Hall said his vessel was on the cutting edge of Alaska trawling, 
being one of the first boats to deliver whiting to shore plants using 
an RSW (refrigerated sea water) system. “That was a dream in the 

The Vanguard at rest at its stall in Kodiak, Alaska. Per Hesberg photo
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Continued on Page 48

1970s,” he continued. 
Markets for cod and pollock were elusive. Hall remembers going 

to a symposium in Anchorage that featured a presentation titled 
“Cod Fish – A Red Herring?” But after running crab boats and  
trawling for shrimp and prawns, Hall built the Vanguard to partici-
pate in Alaska’s developmental cod and pollock fisheries. 

The original markets for pollock were established through joint 
ventures with Japanese, Korean, and Russian factory ships. 

In the mid-1980s, Hall was a member of the American  
negotiating team involved in talks that preceded the phase-out of 
the foreign operations. “Those became American, and they made 
the investments in the big shore plants in Dutch Harbor that still 
exist there today,” he said. 

By the early 1990s, Hall hired skippers to run the boat and 
embarked on a range of improvements. 

Evolution of a trawler: In 1991, the Vanguard’s hull was  
sponsoned (widened) by 7 feet, to its current 33-foot beam span, 
and the aft fish hold was enlarged. 

A hydraulic deck crane was installed in 2001, a new wheelhouse 
was built the following year, and the vessel’s stern was extended in 
2007. Protective wave walls were installed in 2013. 

Hall said the Vanguard is one of the first boats designed to have 
winches and other hydraulic gear controlled from the wheelhouse. 
Another noteworthy – and crew-friendly – design element is the 
placement of the engine room. 

“It’s so nice having the engine room aft, away from the living 
quarters, instead of underneath,” said Hall. “Friends and other  
vessel owners sometimes hop a ride on the boat, and they say, 
‘Man, I can’t believe how quiet it is.’” 

The vessel is on its third main engine. The original was a  

Continued on Page 48
The Vanguard returns from a trawling trip to its home port in  
Kodiak, Alaska. Vern Hall photo
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Welcome 
   Aboard

wants to hear from you!
Nominate fishing vessels for possible inclusion  

in a future issue of Pacific Fishing.
Send your nominations to Christie Daigle at  

christied@nwpublishingcenter.com and  
Diane Sandvik at dianes@pacificfishing.com

Manufacturers of  
Hydraulic Deck Equipment  

Commercial Vessel Dockside  
Conversions and Repairs

Only 12 miles up river from the  
Port of Newport, Oregon

508 SE Butler Bridge Rd.
Toledo, Oregon 97391

Ph: 541.336.5593
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F/V Vanguard 
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of business with  

Yaquina Boat Equipment

Cummins, which was replaced by a 
Mitsubishi. But the latter unit was difficult 
to service, leading to its replacement by a 
fuel-efficient Cummins KTA 19-M3. 

Gear is only one aspect of developing a 
successful operation. Over the years, the 
Vanguard’s work has advanced through 
effective onboard teamwork, and its current 
skipper, Tad Nogacki, has been part of the 
effort for almost two decades. 

Escape to Alaska: A former resident of 

Poland, Nogacki came to the U.S. in 1989 on 
a Polish fishing vessel. His aim was to stay  
in America. 

“Basically, I jumped ship, as they call it,” he 
said. “I was coming from Poland to escape – 
that was my plan.” 

It was shaped by Nogacki’s dissatisfaction 
with lack of opportunity in Poland at the time. 
“With communism, it doesn’t matter if you 
work hard, you just become like everybody 
else,” he said. “In the United States and in 

Europe, there were better chances to get 
somewhere.”

Nogacki wasn’t able to get political 
asylum but did get work permits, and he 
eventually married here. His first job was 
with the company now known as Ocean 
Beauty, loading crab on dock. 

His deckhand work started on longline 
vessels, but trawling was more his style. “I 
was not impressed with catching one fish 
at a time – it’s hard work and not much 
money,” he said. 

After working on a series of trawlers 
based in Kodiak – including one that sank 
shortly after he quit due to its safety issues 
– he began working on the 
Vanguard. 

It clicked, and he went 
from being a deckhand to 
engineer, then relief skip-
per. Now the Vanguard’s 
skipper, Nogacki finds work 
on the vessel to be reward-
ing and efficient. 

He described the joint 
venture with Golden Alaska 
as “our bread and butter” 
and a very effective way 
to work. “Working with a 
mothership, we’re able 

A visitor stares down the Vanguard’s skipper. 
Vern Hall photo

to fish for a week to 10 days straight, so we 
don’t have to run back and forth, and we’re 
fishing 24 hours a day,” he said. 

Nogacki has a long working relation-
ship with the Vanguard’s relief skipper, Per 
Hesberg. The vessel’s crew includes a mix of 
younger and older fishermen.

Changing of the guard: In the months 
ahead, the Vanguard will be at the Oregon-
based Yaquina Boat Equipment’s yard for 
maintenance. “There’s always something to 
do on the boat and something to do to make 
things a little bit better,” said Hall. “When 
you’re competing, you always want the best 
toy out there.” 

The vessel’s long-range future will include 
new owners. Hall noted that there’s a lot of 
commentary about “the graying of the fleet,” 
but it’s not an observation that he completely 
agrees with. 

“There’s still a lot of great young talent 
aboard the boats here, and it seems that 
when I sell out, the younger guys that are cur-
rently on board will become co-owners and 
eventually become owners,” he said. “They’re 
pretty good guys, and I’m glad to see it.” 

F/V Vanguard Relief Skipper Per Hesberg laces a retainer strap in the process of building a new 
cod end for bottom fishing. Vern Hall photo
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Builder .....................................Mid-Coast Marine
..................................................Oregon Corporation
Length and beam ..................99’5” x 32’
Annual haul-out shipyard .....Kodiak, AK
Power, main(s) and size  ......Cummins Diesel KTA19-M3;
..................................................640 Hp
Hydraulic hoses/retailer........ Island Hydraulic &
..................................................Yaquina Boat Equipment
Reduction gear and ratio  .....Twin Disc 5.04:1
Generator ................................John Deere Diesel
..................................................4045TFM75
Refrigeration ........................... Integrated Marine Systems
Web ..........................................Mirek Trawl, Net Systems,
..................................................Swan Net USA
Web hanging  .........................Mirek Trawl/Swan Net USA
Trawl doors .............................Net Systems
Trawl winches  ........................MARCO winches rebuilt and
..................................................fitted by Yaquina 
..................................................Boat Equipment
Trawl sensors ..........................Simrad/WESMAR

Getting the job done: F/V Vanguard
Chart system ...............................GLOBE & Nobeltec
Sat phone/service provider ......KVH
Sounder(s) and servicing..........Simrad ES60 and 
......................................................WESMAR HD800
Finders(s) and servicing............Simrad ES60 and 
......................................................WESMAR HD800
Sonar and servicing ...................WESMAR HD800
Radio(s) and servicing ..............Icom VHF Marine IC-M504, Icom
......................................................VHF IC-M604, Standard VHF, 
......................................................SSB by Skanti SSB SEA235
Autopilot .....................................Simrad AP50/Robertson AP45
Fire sensor system .....................New alarm system installed 
......................................................by Harris Electric
Fire suppression system ...........CO2 system serviced and 
...................................................... installed by Western Fire
......................................................and Safety
Hatches........................................Custom built by Yaquina Boat
......................................................Equipment
Survival suits ...............................Imperial Immersion Suits
Life rafts ......................................DBC and Elliot

BIG OR SMALL. WE FUEL THEM ALL.

petromarineservices.com

PETRO 49 
c o m p a n i e s

Fine Fuels, Super Service, Quality Lubricants

We’ll be at the Pacific Marine Expo in Seattle this November. Come meet us at 
Booth 231 to talk about keeping your rig running smooth.
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LOOKING BACK by ANJULI GRANTHAM

The Diamond NN cannery and the 1919 Spanish flu
On June 4, 1919, a sailboat drifted toward Naknek in Bristol Bay. 

On board were three children, weak from the Spanish flu, and two 
men who had died before reaching shore. The Spanish influenza 
pandemic that killed over 30 million people around the world had 
gripped the villages and canneries of Bristol Bay.

This summer, historians Bob King and Katie Ringsmuth walked 
the quiet docks of Trident’s South Naknek Diamond NN can-
nery and came across the very hospital in which Naknek villagers  

convalesced or died. This cannery served as the center of the relief 
efforts in Bristol Bay during the summer of 1919.

“Instead of outposts of civilizations, canneries served as  
global hubs, which brought men, women, and an array of ethnici-
ties together for over 100 years,” Ringsmuth said. She and King are 
documenting the social and architectural history of the cannery.

First plant: Diamond NN (often shortened to <NN>) became 
the first industrial processing plant on the Naknek River when 
the Arctic Packing Co. opened it as a saltery in 1890. Several years  
later, it became part of the Alaska Packers Association (APA), which  
converted it into a cannery in 1895.

ConAgra purchased the facility in 1982, and Trident gained full 

ownership of the plant in 1995. Until recently, 
fishermen who sold to Trident used the plant 
for boat storage.

At the time of the flu, APA’s <NN> 
operated as the head station for five 
canneries in the Naknek region. The superintendent, JF  
Heinbockel, lived at <NN>. It was also the location of a com-
pany hospital, at which nurses and doctors served both cannery  

employees and local Native villagers.
On May 22, 1919, the cannery steamer Kvichak anchored 

at the cannery. Four days later, four men from the village 
arrived at the cannery hospital, stricken with the flu. Dr. 
Frederick Spencer immediately informed the superinten-
dent. Together they made plans to quarantine the cannery, 
enact a stringent sanitation program, and prepare to care 
for sick cannery workers and villagers.

Over the next month, 90 Natives were treated in the 
<NN> hospital. Of those, 52 died, which does not include 
the number who died in Naknek.

“About eighty known died at Naknek. Adult popula-
tion practically wiped out,” Heinbockel wrote in a wireless 
message sent to a government agent in Dillingham “Am 
giving all possible assistance at my command here and 
Ugashik. Nurses required to handle orphans.”

Each day during the outbreak, Dr. Spencer, nurses, and 
cannery employees carried hot food, firewood, medi-
cine, and clean clothing to the village, since the sick resi-
dents were too ill to provide for their most basic needs. 
APA nurses also traveled to the villages of Ugashik and  
Savonoski, which were severely impacted. Thanks to the 
quarantine, the village of Egegik escaped unharmed.

Cannery orphanage: <NN> was converted into a 
makeshift orphanage in order to feed, house, and care 
for all the children who lost parents to the flu. Forty-four  
children from Naknek and Ugashik lost their parents. 
These orphans stayed at the cannery until the salmon sea-
son was over, at which time they were taken to Dillingham.

These days, South Naknek is quiet. But the history of 
the cannery still speaks through its buildings. The bright 
blue paint that colors many of the structures is peeling 
away, exposing APA’s red underneath. Animal pens under 
the mess hall hint at how hundreds of people were fed 
before the advent of refrigeration. The dilapidated build-
ings that constitute Chinatown provide testimony to Asian  
exclusion in the 19th century and segregation in the 20th 

century. But it’s the old hospital building that contains one of  
the most heart-wrenching stories of the 20th century: the Spanish 
influenza.

As part of their efforts to tell the story of <NN>, historians  
Ringsmuth and King are planning an exhibit that will commemo-
rate the history of the cannery and the 1919 flu epidemic in Alaska.

To learn more about this project and the history of <NN>, go to 
facebook.com/TundraVision.

Anjuli Grantham is a freelance public historian based in Kodiak.  
She directs the Alaska Historical Society’s Alaska Historic Canneries  
Initiative. Read more of her work at anjuligrantham.com.

The Diamond NN cannery on the Naknek River, and the old hospital building. 
Katie Ringsmuth photos
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by WESLEY LOYALASKA NOTEBOOK

Upper Cook Inlet headlines Board of Fisheries meeting cycle
Proposals aplenty: The Alaska Board of Fisheries has an impor-

tant series of meetings coming up this winter.
The lineup includes a Jan. 10-13 meeting in Kodiak. Then comes 

the main event: a two-week session beginning Feb. 23 in Anchor-
age on Upper Cook Inlet finfish issues. The board will finish up 
with a March 20-24 meeting in Anchorage on statewide king and 
Tanner crab and supplemental issues.

As usual, the board faces hundreds of public proposals it can 
accept, modify, or reject.

Here are half a dozen proposals that caught our eye.
• Proposal 55, from the Chignik Seiners Association, would 

“close commercial salmon fishing in the Cape Igvak Section 
through July 25.” The Cape Igvak fishery intercepts Chignik-bound 
sockeye that the economically distressed Chignik area needs, the 
proposal says.

• Proposal 60, from Duncan Fields, would “create a special  
harvest area allowing the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture  
Association to harvest Karluk River sockeye salmon deemed excess 
to escapement needs.”

• Proposal 89, from the United Cook Inlet Drift Associa-
tion (UCIDA), seeks to “modify the overly restrictive provisions  
within the Central District Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan.” 
UCIDA argues that the restrictive provisions “prevent adaptive  
in-season management resulting in lost harvest opportunity and 
the overescapement of Kenai and Kasilof river sockeye salmon 
stocks. These restrictive provisions also result in the lost harvest of 
abundant pink and chum salmon stocks.”

• Proposal 133, from Robert Merchant, would allow a single  
person to hold two Cook Inlet drift gillnet permits and operate 
both at the same time on one vessel. That person would be allowed 
to fish up to 200 fathoms of gear.

• Proposal 141, from the Kenai River Sportfishing Association, 
would require shallower Cook Inlet setnets as a way to reduce king 
salmon bycatch during the sockeye fishery.

• Proposal 143, from Teague Vanek, would double the annual 
Cook Inlet commercial smelt quota to 200 tons. “Here is a vast 
resource that is almost completely unused,” the proposal says.

      
Cook Inlet salmon ruling: The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals on Sept. 21 ruled in favor of UCIDA and Cook Inlet  
Fishermen’s Fund in a case concerning Cook Inlet salmon  
management.

The two groups sued the federal government in 2013 and 
appealed after a loss in the district court.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council has jurisdiction 
over the federal waters of Cook Inlet, the 9th Circuit opinion said.

In 2010, the council began a comprehensive review of the 
salmon fishery management plan (FMP), and the next year voted  
unanimously to remove Cook Inlet from the salmon FMP. The  
government argued in court that the removal amounted to  
delegation of Cook Inlet to the state of Alaska, which had long 
managed the inlet’s salmon fisheries.

UCIDA and its co-plaintiff opposed implementation of the  
council’s action. They have problems with the state’s management 
of Cook Inlet salmon, saying commercial sockeye catches have  
suffered over the years.

The 9th Circuit remanded the case to the 
district court.

      
Togiak herring outlook: The 2017 Togiak 

herring forecast is out and it’s big, as usual.
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game is forecasting a poten-

tial harvest of 22,943 tons of herring in the sac roe fishery, which 
takes place in spring.

Last season, the industry took more than 15,100 tons on a quota 
of 28,782 tons.

The fishery plays out near the remote Bristol Bay village of 
Togiak. It’s far less competitive than it used to be, reflecting the 
weak market for herring roe. Seventeen purse seine boats and three 
gillnet boats participated in last season’s fishery.

State budget constraints forced the department to take a different 
approach with the 2017 forecast.

“The Pacific herring spawning biomass in the Togiak District 
was not estimated in 2016 nor was any estimation made of the age  
composition of the 2016 harvest due to budget cuts,” the depart-
ment said in its Oct. 3 forecast announcement. “We forecast 
the 2017 biomass as the average spawning biomass for all years  
for which we have data (1978-2015) less 10 percent in order to  
be conservative.”

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

See us 

at Booth
1000
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FISH FACTOR by LAINE WELCH

Divers face furry competition for sea cucumbers
Otter appetites: Sea cucumbers are the most valuable of Alaska’s 

dive fisheries, especially in Southeast. October harvests there hover 
around 1 million pounds and attract nearly 200 divers, who will 
earn $4 to $5 a pound for their pickings.

The harvest used to approach 2 million pounds, but sea otters 
have cleaned out cukes in many areas over the past decade.

“None of the areas have recovered. It’s not like the otters come 
in and move on and the population rebounds. The otters stay. 
We’ve lost on an annual basis between 500,000 to 600,000 pounds of 
product, and the trend is downward,” said Phil Doherty, executive 
director of the Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association 
(SARDFA) in Ketchikan.

Sea otters were wiped out by the fur trade at the turn of the 20th 
century. The state reintroduced about 400 animals to Southeast 
waters in the 1960s. Doherty pegged the otter population today at 
well over 30,000, based on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service data, and 
added that they multiply at a rate of about 12 percent each year.

Kodiak also is seeing a big increase in sea otters, but it’s not clear 
if they’re biting into the local sea cucumber fishery. The harvest 
there is 140,000 pounds with 24 divers.

“We have a lot of talk by the fleet about the numbers of otters, 
even right here in the harbor, that no one remembers seeing years 
ago,” said Nat Nichols, area manager at the Department of Fish 
and Game in Kodiak. He said there are reports of otters eating 
sea cucumbers and Dungeness and Tanner crabs, but nothing yet 
shows the animals are a cause of any stock declines.

The state’s otter management hands are tied, as the animals are 
covered under the federal Marine Mammal Protection Act. Alaska 

Natives can hunt otters, and Doherty said 
about 1,500 were taken last year.

“But they can’t just sell the pelts on the fur 
market,” he said. “They have to turn it into a 
Native handicraft. So it’s one otter at a time.”

Economists estimate otters have eaten 
more than $30 million worth of Southeast crab, cukes, urchins, and 
clams since 1995.

      
Little urchin interest: Divers could pull up millions of pounds 

of sea urchins from Alaska waters each October, but the fishery 
draws little interest.

The urchins are valued for their uni, or roe, used widely in sushi 
rolls and Asian dishes.

Southeast Alaska currently allows for a red sea urchin take of 
more than 3 million pounds, down from 7 million pounds in the 
1990s when 150 divers would be on the grounds.

The actual harvest today is closer to 300,000 pounds taken by 
five to 10 divers, said SARDFA’s Doherty.

Quality problems, sea otters, and a huge dump of Russian roe 
over the past decade have worked against the Alaska fishery.

“There was a problem in extracting the roe and packaging it 
up and getting it over to the markets,” Doherty said. “It’s a fresh 
product, and by the time it arrived in Japan, they weren’t real 
happy with the quality of the roe.”

The softball-sized red sea urchins pay 35 to 55 cents at the docks. 
Green sea urchins found around Kodiak Island pay well over $1 a 
pound, but no fishery has occurred there for 15 years.

Nichols, of Fish and Game, agreed that the bottom fell out of the 
Alaska uni market.

“It’s a real high-end market,” he said. “They’re looking for 
not only live urchins with high-quality roe, but also really 
pretty urchins with no broken spines and things like that. It was 
difficult and not profitable to try and move urchins out of Kodiak  
in October.”

      
Ocean Beauty’s big move: Ocean Beauty Seafoods LLC, 

a major salmon processor in Alaska, is planning to relocate its  
Seattle headquarters.

The company’s current West Ewing Street home on the fringe of 
the Ballard neighborhood includes not only corporate offices but 
local distribution operations and a small factory.

Ocean Beauty is planning to move distribution and production 
to a new location with better freeway access, said Tom Sunderland, 
Ocean Beauty’s vice president of marketing. Company offices 
likely will go to a separate location.

Everything will remain in the Seattle area, but “exact locations 
have not been determined yet,” Sunderland said.

The move won’t affect Alaska operations, he said. The company 
has processing plants at Petersburg, Excursion Inlet near Juneau, 
Cordova, Kodiak, and Bristol Bay.

      
Winter trolling: The Southeast Alaska winter troll fishery was set 

to open Oct. 11. The fishery will continue through April 30, 2017, 
or until a total of 45,000 non-Alaska hatchery-produced Chinook 
salmon are harvested, the Department of Fish and Game said.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor column and produces “Alaska Fish 
Radio” out of Kodiak.

See us 

at Booth
835
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by MICHEL DROUINBRITISH COLUMBIA

Looking for beauty on a queasy Gulf crossing

HYDRAULIC HOSE, FITTINGS, & ADAPTERS
RACOR FILTERS

Metrics • Steel • Stainless • Brass • Racor
Tube & Hose Clamps • Anchor Flanges

Industrial Hose & Fittings • Expansion Joints
Refrigeration Hose & Assemblies

We Accept Visa
& Mastercard

1121 NW 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98107 ...................206 789-1353
Toll Free .................................800 635-3539
E-mail ............................nwsales@mfcpinc.com
Web .................................www.mfcpinc.com

The furry creature stuck its head out of the waves in the middle 
of the Gulf of Alaska and looked at our boat as if it were thinking, 
“What are you, and what are you doing out here?”

I’d never seen anything like it. It looked like a seal with ears. 
Looking out the windows, the engineer and I thought it was an 
otter. It craned its neck and paddled the upper half of its body out 
of the water far enough to look at us. That was when I saw its front 
flippers. That was no otter, but what was it?

The skipper explained later that it was a fur seal. But the curi-
ous seal was right. What was I doing out in the middle of the Gulf  
of Alaska?

I had been sitting at home in Vancouver minding my own  
business on Aug. 16 when Mike Frost, fishing operations manager 
at the Canadian Fishing Co., called me.

“Michel, I’ve got a project for you if you’re interested,” he said. 
“We’ve got the Van Isle in Kodiak that has finished an IPHC  
(International Pacific Halibut Commission) charter, and they’re a 
man short for the trip to Prince Rupert. Would you be interested?”

It was kind of a surprise question, so I had to take 20 minutes to 
ponder it.

I was hesitant at first because I get seasick, and the idea of  
crossing the Gulf of Alaska for two days was frightening. But my 
wife said, “If I had the tickets (marine certificates), I’d jump on it.”

So I agreed.
I thought it would be a great opportunity to see the wild and 

rugged island of Kodiak, the quaint little fishing city of Kodiak, 
the Gulf of Alaska, and the mountains, glaciers, and long beautiful 
straits of Southeast Alaska.

By the end of the day, Mike had sent the flight information for 
me to go to Kodiak on Saturday, Aug. 20.

Flightseeing: I started at the Vancouver airport and got to Seat-
tle with plenty of time to find my gate for the Anchorage flight.

After the whole plane was packed with passengers and luggage, 
we were pulled off due to a mechanical issue and had to wait two 
hours for another flight.

Once we took off, I really enjoyed the trip to Anchorage,  
particularly flying over Vancouver Island. We flew right over 
Alberni Inlet on the west coast. I could see the entire inlet, from the 
city of Port Alberni all the way down to Imperial Eagle Channel in 
Barkley Sound, where I had been gillnetting in June with my friend 
John Stevens.

We crossed over the island and, looking down, I could see we 
were flying over Malcolm Island, where I had lived from 1977 to 
1986 and fished with Lennie Pohto on the seiner Sharon Marie 1.

Landing in Anchorage, I had missed my Alaska Airlines flight to 
Kodiak, so I was rescheduled on a Ravn flight later that night. After 
phoning Vancouver to inform Mike that I was going to be late, I 
found ways to kill four hours in Anchorage.

Eating a burger and fries at the Norton Sound Seafood House 
restaurant, I overheard a conversation between a young guy in a 
T-shirt advertising a Connecticut creamery and a young blonde 
woman. She was explaining to him in specific detail how a purse 
seiner worked and outlined the particular intricacies involved in 
making a perfect cork pile. Only in Alaska.

Finally, I was in the air for Kodiak and landed at 10:15 at night. 
A short taxi ride later, I was on the dock. After paying the cabbie, 
I was on the ground for about 45 seconds while I handed my bag 
over to Rob Stanley, the skipper on the Van Isle, and climbed the 
ladder down to the deck to meet engineer Shaun Georgeson.

After a safety orientation, we departed Kodiak at 11 p.m. for the 

Gulf of Alaska on the 68-foot steel vessel. So 
much for seeing beautiful Kodiak.

Ocean misery: On the way out, Rob, 
a veteran of 19 years of IPHC charters in 
Alaska, explained that at the conclusion of 
the charter, one man had flown home from 
Sand Point and another man had to leave the boat to start law 
school. That’s where I came in. They needed a crew of three to run  
to Rupert.

Rob said they had been out since May 19 and that the weather in 
the Bering Sea and the Gulf had been terrible the whole time. The 
nicest day they had seen was the past day in Kodiak.

After getting six hours of rest I got up for my wheel turn just 
before sunrise. The weather wasn’t bad, though the wind and 
waves were building and the slow back-and-forth roll was starting 
to get to me. I managed to avoid getting sick until dinner.

I made shake-and-bake chicken, but could only eat a little bit and 
got sick as soon as I lay down. I got up for my three-hour watch 
later in the middle of the night and had to throw up out the door, 
alarming Rob a bit, I think, but I managed to maintain my post at 
the helm, keeping to our course of 90 degrees true to Cape Spencer.

Monday, Aug. 22, wasn’t much better for me, but I managed  
to choke down two grapes and a plain tortilla when Shaun  
made dinner.

It was with considerable relief that I saw Cape Spencer finally 
come into sight in the morning mist at 10:40 a.m. Tuesday. We 
passed Cape Spencer light at 12:20 and finally slipped into Cross 
Sound, sailing toward Icy Strait.

Continued on Page 70
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sampled on the peninsula showed somewhat 
reduced levels, coming in at 15 to 16 ppm.

Elsewhere along the Washington coast, lev-
els of domoic acid remained low, ranging from 
6 to 11 ppm.

      
Crab stars: In other crab news, some Oregon-based Dungeness 

crab fishermen are getting their 15 minutes (and maybe more) of 
fame on a new spinoff of the popular TV show “Deadliest Catch.”

The parent show focuses on Alaska’s king and snow crab fisher-
ies, while the new “Deadliest Catch: Dungeon Cove” focuses on the 
captains and crews that fish for Dungeness crab out of Newport, 
Oregon.

One TV critic worried the new show could focus too much on 
“hyped-up drama.” But many viewers, especially those on the 
Oregon Coast, were excited to see a fishery closer to home get some 
screen time.

Filming of the first season of “Dungeon Cove” had been delayed 
in 2015 because of domoic acid.

To learn more about the boats, captains, and crewmen featured on 
the show, go to tinyurl.com/jtmb3v8.

      
Double trouble: The Ms. Nicani, a 50-foot commercial fishing ves-

sel, grounded on a beach near the Siuslaw Bar north jetty at Florence, 
Oregon, early in the morning on Sept. 17 while out fishing for tuna. 
The U.S. Coast Guard reported that the two crew members aboard 
were not injured.

It’s been a rough year for the Ms. Nicani. In March, a rogue wave 
broke the boat’s windshield and destroyed some of its electronic sys-
tems during a storm off the Oregon coast. The Coast Guard towed 
the boat to the Yaquina Bay entrance, where the vessels were forced 
to wait until the weather cleared and they could cross the Yaquina 
Bay bar.

Several days after it grounded near Florence, the Ms. Nicani was 
successfully refloat-
ed and then towed 
to Winchester Bay 
for repairs, accord-
ing to a local news-
paper, the Siuslaw 
News.

According to own-
er and Florence resi-
dent Terry Duman, 
the boat fishes for 
tuna out of Florence 
and Dungeness crab 
out of Newport.

A Coast Guard 
spokesperson said 
the cause of the 
grounding was still 
under investigation.

Katie  Frankowicz 
reports from Astoria, 
Ore.

MID-COAST REPORT by KATIE FRANKOWICZ

Oregon crabbers rally for a fine Dungeness season

 Coastal Marine Engine • 4300 11th Ave. NW • Seattle, WA  98107  

phone: 206.784.3703 fax: 206.784.8823

www.coastalmarineengine.com

Strongback Metal Boats

Strongback Metal Boats
269 W. Axton Road

Bellingham, WA 98226
www.strongback-boats.com

powered by D11-510

D11-510 Engine
HE or KC Cooled

Record value: The Dungeness crab season started slow but  
finished strong.

According to the Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission, the  
fishery hit a record value at the dock of just over $51 million with 
14.2 million pounds landed in Oregon, a big increase over last year’s 
8.2 million pounds.

In the average season, more crab is landed in Oregon than in 
Washington. As of Sept. 15, Washington crabbers had landed 
approximately 12 million pounds, according to the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). In the prior season,  
2014-15, they landed only 7.5 million pounds.

This recent season got off to a slow start due to elevated levels 
of the naturally occurring marine toxin domoic acid. The same  
toxin shut down some of the Washington coast to crabbing midway 
through the 2014-15 season.

Oregon and Washington fishermen eventually were allowed to 
hit the water in January. But for California crabbers, the season was 
nearly nonexistent, as waters off that state continued to be plagued 
by high levels of the toxin.

      
Domoic acid, the sequel: There were signs domoic acid could be 

back on the southern Washington coast.
Sampling done on the Long Beach Peninsula by WDFW revealed 

levels were at 29 parts per million on Sept. 19, a big jump from the 3 
ppm recorded not even two weeks earlier on Sept. 6.

The Washington Department of Health has set action levels at 20 
ppm in razor clams, and anything sampled above that triggers beach 
and clam dig closures. By the end of September, however, clams 

See us 

at Booth
2911
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SOUTHERN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Mandatory crab pot buybacks approved in California

Over 35
years of

manufacturing
expertise

Manufacturer of:
Deck Machinery
Commercial Fishing Equipment
Tuna Winches
Power Blocks
Specialty Winches
Anchor Winches & Windlasses
Mooring Capstans
Bowthrusters
Fish Pumps
Hydraulic Pump Drives
Custom Designed Machinery
Hydraulic System Design

www.westecequipment.com

1514 Bay St., North Vancouver
British Columbia, Canada V7J 1A1
Tel: (604) 988-1130 | Fax: (604) 988-1173
E-mail: info@westecequipment.com

One for the whales: After gaining support from California legis-
lators and fishermen, a new law that requires buybacks of retrieved 
crab pots has been signed by Gov. Jerry Brown.

Sen. Mike McGuire’s Senate Bill 1287 – the Whale Protection and 
Crab Gear Retrieval Act – got Brown’s approval in late September. 
No surprise there, as the law was based on the recommendations of 
the Dungeness Crab Task Force and influenced by a voluntary pilot 
program involving many fishermen.

The new law goes into effect on Jan. 1 and will be administrated 
by the state’s Department of Fish and Wildlife. Fishermen will be 
able to get permits and be paid for retrieving lost and abandoned 
traps at the end of each crab season.

A fee will be charged to the owners of the retrieved pots. If they 
balk at the fee, they won’t get vessel permits for the next season.

Pulling lost and abandoned crab traps out of the water is rec-
ognized as being in everyone’s best interest. Removing them cre-
ates “a safer environment for the people who work the Pacific for 
their living,” McGuire said in a press release, and also prevents the  
vexing problem of whale entanglements.

In 2015, 57 whales were entangled in trap lines off the California 
coast, a record number. This year is on track to equal or surpass 
that, as the first six months saw 40 whale entanglements.

      
Dam removal’s first steps: The phrase “Klamath River dams” 

has the air of infamy, being associated with salmon habitat depriva-
tion, degraded water quality, and a lack of practical purpose.

Unlike other controversial water use mechanisms, the dams 
don’t even divert water to farms. Their only benefit is the genera-
tion of a minimal amount of easily replaceable hydro-electricity.

After congressional inaction on proposed legislation calling 
for dam removal, collaboration between California, Oregon, and  
PacifiCorp, the owner of the dams, has put what’s been called the 
largest dam removal project in U.S. history on the runway.

In late September, the Klamath River Renewal Corp. – a non-
profit group created to push the removal project – and Paci-
fiCorp took the first step toward removing the four dams. They 
filed a joint application to the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission requesting the transfer of PacifiCorp’s license and the  
commission’s approval of decommissioning the dams.

If the approvals are gained, the dam removal project will begin 
in 2020. Once done, the project will boost salmon runs by opening 
hundreds of miles of spawning area and restoring river flows.

But Congress also failed to act on a settlement agreement that divvied 
shares of water between tribes and irrigators. The pact will have to be 
renegotiated and reconsidered by legislators, and it’s believed to be more 
viable now that the precedent of dam removal is being fielded elsewhere.

      
Electronic monitoring: Paying for onboard observers has been 

a high-profile issue for trawlers since the West Coast groundfish 
catch share program began in 2011. The cost share for trawlers is 
now at 100 percent.

But there is movement toward the option of replacing observers 
with cameras.

New regulations proposed by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the Pacific Fishery Management Council seek to allow 
using electronic monitoring as an alternative to observers in the 
midwater trawl and fixed-gear Pacific whiting fishery.

Though responsive to trawlers’ input, the change targets  
low-hanging fruit. Pete Leipzig, executive director of the  
Fishermen’s Marketing Association, a trawl advocacy group, said 
that using cameras to track whiting catches isn’t new, as it was 

done in the years preceding the groundfish 
catch share program.

“It should have been something that went 
into effect immediately,” he said.

It’s relatively easy to record whiting catches 
on camera, as there’s no need for on-deck sorting. Bottom trawl catch-
es are more of a challenge to monitor electronically, as catches involve 
multiple species, extensive on-deck sorting, and a lengthier video  
review process.

Leipzig said allowing camera use in the bottom trawl sector has 
been considered for several years, and special permits for it have 
been issued to gauge its cost and how well it works. He believes 
the reports that emerge from the testing will show that cameras can 
do as good a job of observing catches as human eyes.

Amending regulations to allow bottom trawl camera monitoring 
could happen as early as 2019. And it appears to be something that 
will eventually happen.

“Ultimately, this will be in place for the bottom trawl fishery,” 
Leipzig said.

      
Unmet salmon quota: The ocean Chinook salmon season in 

Northern California’s Klamath Management Zone – the area from 
the Oregon border to the Humboldt South Jetty – ran from Sept. 9 
to Sept. 27 and fell far short of a 1,000-fish quota.

Only 146 fish were landed. The state’s salmon season has been dis-
mal overall, with total landings estimated at 43,860 fish as of Aug. 31.

Daniel Mintz reports from Eureka, Calif.
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WHY BUY ITSASKORDA 
LEADLINE?
Traditional leadline is a great product, 
 but to allow it to be attached to a 
seine there have to be ‘hangings’ 
which allow netting to be easily ‘laced’ 
to the hangings. These hangings are a 

time consuming, difficult job, which tends to be very expen-
sive if you have to pay someone to do it. These hand-made 
hangings tend to come loose over time, requiring even more 
labor to get it right again.

This new Itsaskorda leadline is made in a totally unique 
way, making the job for the fisherman MUCH easier, at very 
little additional expense. There is no other leadline that offers  
this solution!

The new Itsaskorda Leadline comes with:
• Hanging loops made with ultra high strength Dyneema®
• Unique low stretch core also made with Dyneema®
• Compact size/low volume
• High strength and durability
• Unique color tracers indicating the weight per fathom

Contact us at Gannet Nets
www.gannetnets.com  •  david@gannetnets.com

(206) 915-1916

GANNET NETS

What’s New “What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.   
Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.

NEW MANUAL SQUID 
FISHING SYSTEM
Introducing our new style, manual 
Squid Jigging Machine available on 
the West Coast.

Constructed in marine quality 316 
Stainless Steel, 200mm in width, all fully welded. Adjustable  
gunwale clamps fit any size boat, big or small. 

It offers 150 meters of line so that you can fish in deeper 
waters for Squid.

The squid fishing unit is very strong and light fitted to attract 
Squid. The unit folds up compactly when not in use, comes  
complete and ready to fish. 

Also included:
• Squid attraction lights
• 10 - 25 option squid jigs fitted on 100 lb. leader
• 150 meters of 200 lb. quality line
• One large weight

Contact us at Gaski Marine
www.gaskimarine.com  •  gaskimarine@outlook.com

Toll Free US & Canada: (902) 701-8210
Nova Scotia, Canada

GASKI MARINE
HIGH-QUALITY OILS NOW 
FOOD APPROVED
Lubri-Lab BC is excited to announce 
that our complete line of Synthetic 
Biodegradable Oils: Bio-Tope Hydrau 
(hydraulic oil) Bio-Tope Gear (gear 
oil) and Bio-Tope Air (compressor oil) 
have received H2 Food Approvals in 

North America. This makes these products an excellent choice 
in any environment that is working near or around food, such 
as seafood processing etc.

In addition, these oils will provide you with a higher 
lubrication value, are not as corrosive on hoses and joints, 
and have been tested for 8000 hours of operational life. 
Importantly, they exceed the minimum values set out in 
the EPA VGP Regulation and are deemed Environmentally 
Acceptable Lubricants, making them an excellent 
choice on board, or in any environment working close to 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

Check out our website for more information or to locate a 
retailer near you. Retailers are available from Oregon to Alaska.

Contact us at Lubri-Lab BC
www.lubrilabbc.com  •  shane@lubrilabbc.com

(250) 573-5723, Kamloops, Canada

LUBRI-LAB BC
®

GO “ROGUE” WITH KENT®

SAFETY PRODUCTS
KENT, a leading brand of life jack-
ets for the commercial and marine  
industries, collaborated with the  
commercial fishing industry in the de-
sign and development of the “Rogue” 

life jacket. 
This innovative, lightweight, low profile vest has eight hinge 

points that allow the fisherman to bend and move easily while 
on deck of the boat or on the dock. 

The NEW “Rogue II” vest (being introduced at PME 2016) has 
bright green fabric in the shoulder area for greater visibility on 
the water. 

KENT® is one of several brands manufactured by Absolute  
Outdoor Inc., located in Sauk Rapids, MN. 

For more information about KENT’s other products and  
dealer locations, visit www.kentsafetyproducts.com or email  
absolute@absoluteoutdoorinc.com.

ABSOLUTE OUTDOORS

Contact us at Absolute Outdoors
www.kentsafetyproducts.com  •  absolute@absoluteoutdoorinc.com

Sauk Rapids, MN
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.
What’s New “What's New” is a service of Pacific Fishing's Advertising Department.   

Contact Diane Sandvik at (206) 920-5516 for more information.

TZ PROFESSIONAL V3
Unrivalled for commercial fishing, TZ 

Professional v3 is the latest TIMEZERO 
product by Nobeltec, and this latest 
version is packed with new features to 
make commercial fishing smarter  
than ever.

The key components of bathymetry 
have been rethought to provide a state of the art 3D Cube  
Window. Viewing 3D bathymetry in this window is simple and 
incredibly powerful, not to mention that extra dimension is very 
insightful.

The Profile Window Tool provides depth information from one 
point to another, providing yet another way to uncover the  
secrets lying below. With a host of features, TZ Professional v3 is 
the most complete commercial fishing software on the market.

We would like to thank the Vanguard fishing vessel located in 
Kodiak, AK, for trusting in TIMEZERO to make their fishing smarter.

If you think TZ Professional v3 could be the perfect solution  
for your needs, then contact your local reseller now! Visit:  
www.nobeltec.com/find_a_dealer

Contact us at Nobeltec
www.nobeltec.com  •  sales@nobeltec.com
(503) 579-1414  •  Beaverton, Ore. 97006

NOBELTEC

LED MARINE MAST LIGHT
PTLX Global brings you the only true 
LED solution to Wide Light HPS  
fixture with 2700K color.

The Titan 540 is a 540 watt, 65,000 
lumen unit providing Instant On with 
no Re-Strike issues. The Titan 540 will 
replace all forward-facing HPS mast 

lights, as well as requirements for large deck light applica-
tions. HPS option is available in 25° and 40° beam patterns. 
Traditional 5000K Titan 540 fixtures available as well.  All 
fixtures come with custom T6 6061 aerospace  
aluminum with 3” slip fitter bracket.  Optional bird strike 
guard is available.

PTLX Global is a Veteran owned and operated business, 
operating out of Bothell, WA, servicing the US and Western 
Canada. PTLX Global specializes in Industrial environments 
including Maritime, Mining, Ports/Shipping, and other Re-
source related industries. We manufacture and introduce Best 
In Class, LED lighting fixtures and options for our customers, 
often developing custom fabrication solutions to meet the 
needs of Industrial applications and environments. 

Contact us at PTLX Global
ptlxglobal.com  •  erron@ptlxglobal.com

(425) 789-8494, Bothell, Wash.

PTLX GLOBAL

EF-20A-1 ELECTRONIC 
FLARE
Dimensions:
Length: 4.8 in.
Width: 1.215 in.
Weight: 5.0 oz. with batteries

Features:
• Housing: Anodized aircraft aluminum
• Switch: Push button on bottom ON/Off
• Lens Cover: Polycarbonate
• Battery: 2 CR-123 Lithium
• Water Test: 50 ft.
• Operation: 15 hours at full output power plus 35 hours  

effectively flashing.
• Viewing Angle: Full upper hemisphere
• Intensity: 200 CD
• Tested Night Visibility: Up to 10 nautical miles
• Tested Day Visibility: Up to 1 nautical mile
• Light Source: 4 LED

US Pat 8,646,938 / US Pat 8,220,950

Contact us at North American Survival Systems
www.northamericansurvivalsystems.com

Poulsbo, Wash.

NORTH AMERICAN SURVIVAL

CARE FOR YOUR CATCH
The Sæplast team is proud to intro-
duce a brand new Sæplast 70L tub 
specially designed for small commer-
cial fishing vessels and sport fishing 
enthusiasts. The insulated double 
walled 70L fishing container is light, 
tough and easy to handle.

The Sæplast 70L tub is tailor-made for optimal handling of 
fish. The Sæplast 70L tub will secure your products during
handling and keep your product cool.

This is a great transition container from traditional single 
wall boxes and baskets. The insulated tub features a proven 
double-wall seamless construction, which provides optimal 
temperature control and preserves your catch until you reach 
shore.

Remember that the high polyurethane insulation factor 
yields low use of ice.

You secure your bottom line with Sæplast.

Contact us at SÆPLAST
www.saeplast.com   •  sales.sj@saeplast.com

Toll Free: +1 800 567 3966 or +1 800 665 3966
Phone: +1 506 633 0101 • Saint John, NB Canada

 SÆPLAST
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Professional Services

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest
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“Buyers of high  
quality Alaskan and 

West Coast halibut and 
black cod.”

WE BUY IN  
ALL FISHING AREAS 

AND WE OFFER 
GREAT PRICES.

Call us today for a quote on your trip!

MAIN OFFICE:
Phone ........206-232-5040
Fax ............206-232-4413
Dana Cell...206-295-7500
Tyler Cell ...206-354-7717
Dispatch ....4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:
Phone ..........360-676-1606
Fax ..............360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Cavin Cell ....206-310-2939
Dispatch ......5644

WE’RE PREPARED, ARE YOU?
IN-STOCK & READY TO SHIP

fire pump80 gpm, 60 psiU.s.c.g
for uninspected

HYDRAULIC 
POWER PACKS 

FIRE 
PUMPS

WWW.DAWEST.COM  (800)DIESEL-1 (360)378-4182  

put your best 
fleet forward

www.foss.com/shipyards   
800.426.2885  

always safe. always ready.

From repairs and maintenance to major 

conversions and new construction, Foss 

Maritime’s two full-service shipyards keep 

your fleet moving forward.

Where the action is!

Don’t miss any of it...
Subscribe at www.pacificfishing.com

Tom Pope ams #881
Marine Surveyor

360-808-1966
Call for scheduling

Email: popesurvey@aol.com

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
Serving the West Coast commercial fleets since 1967

No travelling expenses for  
Puget Sound

Pro-Rated Expenses  
for Alaska
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PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds
Boats/Permits/IFQs

  

FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in NOVEMBER vary in accordance with market conditions. *In thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 11-1-16)

Gillnet: Nothing new with Bay permits…not many listings and not much inter-
est. SE permits are slow to move with permits available as low as $90k. A PWS 
permit moved recently in the $130s. Activity in Cook Inlet permits is slow with 
permits starting at $55k. Buyers are looking for Area M drift, but no takers for the  
$100k offers.

Seine: Still nothing happening with SE permits. An offer in the $130s came in for 
a PWS permit, but no interest from sellers. No new activity in Kodiak, Chignik or 
Area M permits. 

Troll: There are a few buyers looking for Alaska Power Troll, but so far offers 
are only in the lower $30s and sellers are closer to $40k. Quite a few Hand Troll  
permits are available, but no interest from buyers. Still slow in lower 48 permits.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 90- 85 85.5-

 S PWS DRIFT 135- 135+ 150-

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 55 50 55.3

 S AREA M DRIFT 118+ 100+ 100

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 135 130+ 117.1+

 S SE SEINE 200 180 195

 S PWS SEINE 160- 150- 150.8

 S COOK INLET SEINE 60 50- 68.3-

 S KODIAK SEINE 32 30 38.3

 S CHIGNIK SEINE 145 130 167.2

 S AREA M SEINE 50 50 56.1

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.6

 S COOK INLET SET 18 16 15.4

 S AREA M SET NET 60 55 55.9

 S BRISTOL SET NET 40 36 35.3+

 S LOWER YUKON 9 8 10.2

 S POWER TROLL 38 35 35.8-

 S HAND TROLL 11 10.5 10.4-

 HERRING

 H SE GILLNET 12 N/A 13.4

 H KODIAK GILLNET 5 3 5

 H SITKA SEINE 250- 225 238.8

 H PWS SEINE 22.5 16 30.9

 H COOK INLET SEINE 10 8 16.8

 H KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3

 H SE POUND SOUTH 28- 26- 32.3

 H SE POUND NORTH 30 25 43.1

 H PWS POUND 5 3 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNGY 75 POT 18 17 15.1-

 S SE DUNGY 150 POT 39 36 38.6

 S SE DUNGY 225 POT 60 55 52.8

 S SE DUNGY 300 POT 80 70 56.9

 S SE POT SHRIMP 22 20 18.6

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUGET SOUND DUNGY 175 172 N/A

 S WASHINGTON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT  1,500-3,750/FT N/A

 S OREGON DUNGY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNGY 300-800/POT 250-700/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URCHIN 3.5- 3.5- 2.4

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 28 23 22.8

 SE AK Dive GEODUCK 55 50 70

Here to Help You Grow

We support fisheries and agriculture 
with reliable, consistent credit
and financial services, today and
tomorrow. 

· Vessels

·  Quotas 

· Operating Lines of Credit

· Residential and Lot Loans

· Young and Beginning Fishermen

northwestfcs.com/fisheries

Visit us at Pacific Marine Expo,
booth #1026.

Your
trusted
source.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
Recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

A few blocks of 2C started moving recently, still priced in the mid $60s, some 
fished and some unfished. Unblocked 3A has been moving around the mid $50s 
for fished quota recently. Buyers are offering in the low $50s. 3B looks like it has 
reached the limit at $45/lb and sales have slowed. All of area 4 listings are slow 
to move at any price. 

Prices for SE Sablefish IFQ continue to come down and buyers are showing inter-
est in the mid-high $20s. A few blocks of WY moved recently, in the low $20s. 
Some unblocked CG has moved, when prices have come down to the low $20s. 
Nothing new further west.

 H 2C D 1-10 B 60.00-64.00 56.00-60.00

 H 2C C/B 1-3 B 65.00-67.00 58.00-62.00

 H 2C C/B 4-10 B 67.00-69.00 62.00-64.00

 H 2C C/B ANY U 70.00 64.00

 H 2C A  B/U 70.00 64.00

 H 3A D  B/U 48.00-58.00 44.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 1-5 B 50.00-55.00 47.00-50.00

 H 3A C/B 5-10 B 55.00-58.00 48.00-52.00

 H 3A C/B >10 U 57.00-60.00 48.00-54.00

 H 3A A  B/U 60.00 60.00

 H 3B D  B 30.00-36.00 30.00-35.00

 H 3B C/B 1-10 B 43.00-45.00 42.00-44.00

 H 3B C/B >10 U 47.00-50.00 44.00-46.00

 H 3B A  B/U N/A 46.00

 H 4A D  B/U 16.00-24.00 14.00-18.00

 H 4A C/B 1-10 B 20.00-26.00 18.00-22.00

 H 4A C/B >10 B 24.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 H 4A C/B >10 U 30.00 22.00-26.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 12.00-20.00 10.00-15.00

 H 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 20.00-25.00 15.00-16.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 23.00-25.00

 S  SE C/B >10 U 27.00-29.00 25.00-27.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 24.00-27.00 22.00-25.00

 S  WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 26.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S CG C/B 1-10 B 22.00-24.00 18.00-20.00

 S CG C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 20.00-22.00

 S CG A  B/U 26.00 25.00

 S WG C/B 1-10 B 11.00-13.00 8.00-10.00

 S WG C/B >10 B 12.00-14.00 10.00-11.00

 S WG C/B/A >10 U 14.00 10.00-12.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.00-4.00 .50-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 .75-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 4.00-6.00 3.00-4.00

A l a s k a b rok e r . com
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

HERRING
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $250K
PWS SEINE .......................................... $25K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .................................... $5K
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $35K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALMON
S.E. DRIFT ..........................$105K W/4 NETS
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $170K
COOK INLET DRIFT ..................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$50K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $150K
AREA M SET ...........................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $139K
BBAY SET................................................N/A
SE SEINE ........................................... $220K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $175K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ................................... $39.5K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $190K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K
POWER TROLL ........................................N/A
HAND TROLL ........................................ $11K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $19K
PUGET SOUND SEINE. ............. $175K W/NET
SHELLFISH
SE DUNGY 300 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 150 POT ............................. $39K
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..........................WANTED
SE POT SHRIMP ................................... $22K
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K
OR DUNGY 58’/500 POT ..................WANTED
WA DUNGY 58’/500 POT .................... $295K
DIVE
SE GEODUCK ........................... MAKE OFFER
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $28K
MISC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD ........................ $400K
OR TROLL/34’ ..................................... $5.5K
CAL LOBSTER .................................... $130K
WA TROLL ............................................ $30K

EXCEPTIONAL “FULL” SERVICE
BROKERAGE SAMPLES

5,000# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ $25F
25,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ $29

2,100# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $23F
1,750# “C” CB BCOD BLKD @ $22

22,000# "B" WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14
7,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3

15,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $3.25
18,000# “B” BS BCOD UNBLKED @ $5

ANY# “B/C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “B/C” 3A HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED

7,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ $60
ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UN/BLKD @ WANTED

3,000# “C” 4A HAL BLKD @ $25
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

P1900M – 52' TOPHOUSE COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED 
FOR CRAB AND TENDERING, 3406 CAT MAIN, TWIN 
DISC 514 GEAR, 20KW ISUZU, PACKS 75K SALMON IN 2  
HATCHES, 2000 GAL FUEL, COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ALL 
ALUMINUM RIGGING. READY TO GO FISHING. REDUCED 
TO $295K. 300 POT CALIFORNIA AND WASHINGTON CRAB  
PERMITS AVAILABLE.

P2099M – MEL MARTIN BUILT IN 1984, GMC 6V92 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC 509 GEAR, DIRECT DRIVE HYDRAULICS, NEW 
EXHAUST W/MUFFLER. NARROW FIXED REEL, NEW POWER 
ROLLER IN 2011. PACKS 14K IN HATCHES. GARMIN GPS, 
3 SOUNDERS, VHF. 8 SHACKLES OF RED GEAR. REDUCED 
TO $40K.

P2110M – 50' STEEL COMBO, RIGGED FOR CRAB AND 
TROLL, NEW MAIN ENGINE, TWIN DISC GEAR, 25KW ISUZU 
AUX. PACKS 1320 GAL FUEL. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
PACKAGE INCLUDES BOAT, 300 POTS, 300 POT OREGON 
CRAB LICENSE, SALMON LICENSE AND TUNA HISTORY. 
ASKING $450K.

P2143M – 32' ROBERTS STERNPICKER, CAT MAIN, TWIN 
DISC GEAR, ALUMINUM REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND, BOW 
THRUSTER. WELL LAID OUT ROOMY CABIN. GREAT BASIC 
HEAVY DUTY BOAT. INCLUDES 7 SHACKLES OF GEAR FOR 
$70K. PERMIT AVAILABLE AT MARKET.

P2169M – 32' MEL MARTIN BOWPICKER, TWIN 41 VOLVOS, 
DUOPROP DRIVE, 5 X 5 REEL W/LEVELWIND, CRAB DAVIT. 
FURUNO RADAR AND SOUNDER, NOBLETEC ON DELL  
LAPTOP, COMNAV PILOT. ROOMY CABIN W/ENCLOSED  
HEAD AND SHOWER. COMES W/TRIPLE AXLE TRAILER.  
INCLUDES SPARE ENGINE. WOULD CONSIDER PART TRADE 
FOR SE DUNGY PERMIT. MOTIVATED, BRING OFFERS.

P2176M – 32 X 13.9 BOWPICKER, JOHN DEERE 6068T 
DRIVING 12" KODIAK JET THRU PITTS CLUTCH, SELF  
CONTAINED ISUZU DRIVEN IMS 7.5 TON RSW, CONSTANT 
FLOW HYD. FLUSH DECK, FIXED INTERNAL DRIVE NARROW 
REEL W/NEW LEVELWIND. SHALLOW AND MANEUVERABLE. 
REDUCED TO $90K.

P2188M – CLASSIC HEAVY DUTY HANSEN LIMIT SEINER, 
CUMMINS 855 MAIN W/1500 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 35KW ISUZU, 15 TON ANDERSON RSW. PACKS 58K IN 
2 HOLDS. KNUCKLEHEAD BOOM. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
COMPLETE SE PACKAGE AVAILABLE WITH SKIFF, SEINE AND 
PERMIT. INCLUDES BAIT SHED, LONGLINE EQUIP AND GEAR. 
REDUCED TO $289K FOR BOAT ONLY. TRY OFFERS.

P2191M – 32' BAYCRAFT STERNPICKER, TAMD 71A VOLVO 
MAIN (JIMMY JOHNSON TUNE UP AND NEW TURBO), 
TWIN DISC GEAR, MMC CONTROLS, POWER STEER AND 4  
STATION JOGS. CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS, HYD 
WASHDOWN. SLIDING REEL W/LEVELWIND. PACKS 18K.  
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS W/NEW GARMIN RADAR.  
INCLUDES 20 YEARS OF GEAR AND SPARES AND FORD 
RANGER 4X4. TOTALLY TURN-KEY. REDUCED TO $130K. BAY 
PERMIT AVAILABLE.
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P2202M - 58 X 22 X 10.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT IN 1992, CAT 
3408 MAIN, ZF GEAR, 80KW AND 30KW AUX, 18 TON AND 25 
TON RSW FOR 3 HOLDS THAT PACK 125K TOTAL. LOADED 
WITH UP TO DATE REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS INCLUDING 
OLEX, SIMRAD ES70 AND FURUNO TZ TOUCH. RIGGED FOR 
SEINE, POT FISHING AND SET UP FOR LONGLINE WITH COM-
PLETELY ENCLOSED SHELTER DECK W/MARCO MKII AUTO 
LONG LINE SYSTEM INCLUDING 40 SKATES OF GEAR. VER-
SATILE LIMIT BOAT THAT CAN DO IT ALL FOR ONLY $1.725M.

P2206M - SATHER BUILT LIMIT SEINER, GMC 8V92 MAIN, 
TWIN DISC GEAR, FORD LEHMAN HYDRAULIC AUX FOR 
COMPLETELY REDUNDANT HYD SYSTEM. PACKS 100K IN 
3 INSULATED TANKS. 3 STATION MMC CONTROLS AND 
COMNAV REMOTE HELMS, BOWTHRUSTER. SELF PURS-
ING WINCH, HYD STERN RAMP. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
GREAT ACCOMODATIONS. YOU WON'T FIND A BIGGER,  
BETTER BOAT FOR ONLY $275K.

P2208M - 38' ROZEMA FLUSH DECK RSW COMBO, TWIN 
460 LUGGERS, ZF GEARS, HEAVY DUTY HYDRAULICS ON 
BOTH SIDES, 4KW AUX, 7.5 TON COLD SEAS RSW W/ 
COMPLETE SPARE SYSTEM. BIG SLIDING REEL W/
INTERNAL DRIVE AND AUTO LEVELWIND. LOADED W/ 
ELECTRONICS, GREAT ACCOMODATIONS. COMPLETE 
PACKAGE WITH SPARES FOR EVERYTHING. APPROX 10 
NETS. AREA M PERMIT. TURNKEY @ $445K OR BOAT ONLY 
$295K.

P2192M - 32 X 14 HFS COMBO, CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR 
LONGLINE, 2600 HOURS ON TWIN JOHN DEERE 6068 
MAINS, TWIN DISC 5050 GEARS. HYDRAULIC GENSET. MMC 
CONTROLS. FURUNO ELECTRONICS. FLUSH DECK. ALL 
DECK GEAR FOR LONGLINE, EASY CONVERSION BACK TO 
GILLNET. $180K.

P2223M – DELTA 42 W/TOPHOUSE, 8V71 GMC MAIN, TWIN 
DISC GEAR, 7.5 TON IMS RSW. MAIN BOOM W/SLIDER,  
TOPPING AND VANGING, 2 PICKING BOOMS. PACKS 36K. 2 
VHF, FURUNO RADAR, FURUNO GPS, NOBLETEC ON LAPTOP, 
ROSE POINT NAV ON TOSHIBA, FURUNO SOUNDER, WOOD 
FREEMAN PILOT. LOTS OF RECENT UPGRADES. ASKING 
$279K. TRY OFFERS.

P2231M – 40 X 12 MARINE HYDRAULICS BOWPICKER, 
TWIN 63 VOLVOS, 10" HAMILTONS, 17 KNOT CRUISE, 25 
TOP. QUALIFIES FOR FREE TIER 3 REPOWER. PACK 29 TON 
OF HERRING IN HATCHES, 35 TON TOTAL. VERY WELL SET 
UP. HUGE DECK, PERFECT FOR POT FISHING. BOAT ONLY 
REDUCED TO $130K. 350 POT CALIFORNIA DUNGY PERMIT 
AVAILABLE FOR ADDITIONAL $215K.

P2232M – CHINOOK MARINE STERNPICKER, CAT 3208T, 
TWIN DISC 507 GEAR, TWO VARIABLE VOLUME HYDRALIC 
PUMPS, 7.5 TON RSW, 12 INCH BOWTHRUSTER, 10 KW 
HYDRALIC GENERATOR, 960 GAL FUEL, 300 GAL WATER, 
TROLLING POLE TOPS, REINFORCED ALUMINUM REEL ON 
TRACKS, COMPLETE ELECTRONICS AND SPACIOUS  
ACCOMODATIONS. EXTENSIVE REFIT IN 2006-07. INCLUDES 
1 FALSE PASS NET, STORAGE VAN AND LARGE INVENTORY 
OF SPARES. REDUCED TO $275,000.

P2213M – 32' COLUMBIA STERNPICKER, 550HP LUGGER 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAULICS 
RUN RSW, DECK GEAR AND THRUSTER. BIG FLUSH DECK, 
PACKS 16K IN HATCHES. ELECTRONICS UP AND DOWN. 
WELL SET UP CUSTOM BOAT. INCLUDES 2 CONNEX FULL 
OF GEAR AND PICKUP TRUCK. TURN-KEY OPERATION.  
ASKING $220K.

P2248M – 48' MUSSER/SUNNFJORD COMBO, GMC 6V92 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 60/40 VICKERS ON PITTS CLUTCH, 
21 KW ISUZU AUX, 18 TON IMS RSW. PACKS 48K SALMON 
IN 2 HOLDS. MMC CONTROLS, 2 GARMIN 1040 COMBOS, 
COMNAV PILOT. COMPLETELY RIGGED FOR SEINING. EASY 
CONVERSION TO OTHER GEAR. ASKING $230K. BROWN 
SKIFF W/LUGGER AVAILABLE WITH BOAT.

P2251M – 25' BELL BOY, TOTALLY REBUILT IN 2015,  
SUPER HEAVY DUTY. COMES WITH 200HP YAMAHA OUT-
BOARD INSTALLED AND BACKUP 2006 SUZUKI 300HP. 
ALUMINUM OUTBOARD BRACKET RATED FOR 350HP. 9.9HP 
HIGH THRUST YAMAHA. POWER ASSIST STEERING. NEW 
ALUMINUM DECK AND HARDTOP. HONDA POWERPAK W/RE-
MOTE THROTTLE. CRAB BLOCK ON ARTICULATING SS DAVIT. 
OVERSIZE CAULKINS GALVANIZED TRAILER. READY FOR FALL 
CRAB. $24K.

P2252M – 31 X 12 MEL MARTIN CRABBER, TWIN  
MERCRUISER, TONS OF DECK SPACE. NEW LISTING. MORE 
INFO COMING. ASKING $60K.

P2235M – 32 X 14.6 HYDRAULIC FISHING SUPPLY STERN-
PICKER, TWIN 430HP VOLVOS W/1400 HOURS SINCE  
OVERHAUL IN 2009, NEW IMS RSW. CONSTANT FLOW 
HYD W/NEW DRIVES, NARROW REEL W/LEVELWIND. NEW 
POWER STEERING. LOTS OF UPGRADES. WELL MAINTAINED.  
COMES W/EVERYTHING. TURN-KEY. ASKING $275K. PERMIT 
AVAILABLE.

P2254M – PALMER STERNPICKER BUILT IN 1973, LUG-
GER 6108A MAIN, ZF GEAR, DUAL HYD PUMPS, 7.5 TON 
IMS RSW. REEL W/LEVELWIND. GARMIN GPS, RAYMARINE  
RADAR, FURUNO PLOTTER, SSB, 2 VHF, COMNAV PILOT. 
NEEDS A LITTLE TLC, BUT WHERE ELSE WILL YOU FIND AN 
RSW BOAT FOR ONLY $40K.

P2255M – 32' SHORE STERNPICKER BUILT IN 1982, RE-
BUILT CUMMINS 6BTA INSTALLED IN 2007 W/REBUILT ZF 
GEAR, MAROL STEERING, HYNAUTIC CONTROLS. 
NEW SHAFT, BEARINGS AND DRIPLESS STUFFING BOX IN 
2015. ARTICULATING REEL W/LEVELWIND. 2 GARMIN GPS. 
LOTS OF SPARES. 8 SHACKLES OF GEAR. FORD RANGER 
PICKUP. TURN KEY. GREAT ALUMINUM, DIESEL STARTER 
PACKAGE FOR ONLY $40K. PERMIT AVAILABLE WITH BOAT.

P2257M – 1983 FLUSH DECK SHORE, VOLVO TAMD70D 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, DUAL CONSTANT FLOW HYDRAU-
LIC PUMPS, NEW HYD HOSES AND VALVE BANK IN 2015, 
7.5 TON RSW. SEAMAR RADIAL DRIVE ARTICULATING DRUM. 
GARMIN PLOTTERS. LOTS OF SPARES, INCLUDING ENGINE, 
GEAR, SHAFT AND STARTER. 2ND OWNER, VERY WELL 
MAINTAINED. ONLY $160K.

P2253M – 42' COMBO RIGGED FOR POT FISHING, GMC 
6-71 MAIN W/LESS THAN 1,000 HOURS ON REBUILD,  
INSULATED/TANKED HOLD W/COMPLETE SETUP FOR LIVE 
PRAWNS. 2 YEAR LEASE OF PUGET SOUND SHRIMP POT 
PERMIT AVAILABLE TO BUYER. BOAT ONLY $35K.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

SE4-004  42’x13.9’ fiberglass LeClercq seiner, built in 1980.  GMC 8V71 rated at 370 hp w/ appr. 6000 hrs, Twin Disc 509 gear.  Yamaha 6.5 kw diesel gen set.  Two hydraulic systems.  Furuno radar, sounder, GPS, WF 
autopilot, SSB, and more.  Hydraulic vanging winch and topping lift.  Tanked hold, packs 32,000# of salmon.  Nice condition.  Price reduced to $79,000.
BB4-018  32’x13’ aluminum Bristol Bay gillnetter, built in 1987 by Pleier, finished by Pete Jepson.  Cat 3208 rated at 265 hp, appr. 3,500 hrs., Twin Disc 507 gear.  Drum with levelwind.  Kobalt cable controls.  3 
bunks in fo’c’sle, day bunk in galley area, head w/ shower, Dickinson stove.  Packs 16,000#.  Rebuilt drum and power roller, all new hydraulic lines.  Lots of spare parts.  Seller is the original owner, this boat has been 
immaculately maintained since new.  Excellent condition.  Great opportunity for a low maintenance Bay boat.  Asking only $69,500.
NF4-006  This vessel cannot fish legally world wide, including tendering and charter fishing operations and cannot be deleted from US registry.  110’x29’x9’ Bering Sea crabber, built in 1974 by Martinolich, 
steel hull, aluminum house.  Cat 399 main rated at 1,125 hp, overhauled in 2001.  (2) Cat 3306 205 kw and John Deere 40 kw gen sets.  Full electronics.  56,000 gallon fuel capacity.  7,000 cubic foot capacity in (3) fish 
holds.  Knuckle crane.  Heavy duty hydraulic system.  RSW system and crab gear not included.  2003 survey value of $2,000,000.  Asking only $250,000.
NF4-009  This vessel cannot fish legally world wide, including tendering and charter fishing operations and cannot be deleted from US registry. 101’x24.8’x13.5’ steel crabber, built in 1967 by Dorchester.  
Cat D398 main.  (2) Cat 3306 165 kw gen sets. (3) tanked holds w/RSW.  Walk-in bait freezer and domestic chiller.  Full electronics.  Heavy duty hydraulic system.  Knuckle crane on deck.  Full safety equipment.  
Much more.  Heavily built as east coast scalloper, in good working condition.  Asking $199,000.

     

SELLERS NEEDED IN ALL 

Pacific Fishing Nov/Expo 16

Come visit us at        
 Pacific Marine Expo!

Booth #615

Dock Street Brokers (206)789-5101

See all our vessel, permit & IFQ listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right  to sell your own vessel.

(800)683-0297
HALIBUT IFQ

2C-C-B:   2,400 lbs .................asking $65.00
3A-C-U:   7,000 lbs .................asking $60.00
3A-C-B:   2,350 lbs ................asking $55.00
3B-B-B:   3,400 lbs .................asking $45.00
4A-B-U:   13,000 lbs ...............asking $32.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:           75,000 lbs....................... asking  $3.10
CG-B-U:  9,000 lbs ...................asking $25.00
CG-B-U:  10,500 lbs .................asking $24.00
SE-C-U:    5,500 lbs....................asking $27.00
WG-C-B:  6,300 lbs...................asking $13.00

SE15-019  58’x22’x9’ steel whaleback 
Jensen design seiner, built by C & L Boat 
Works in 1989.  Cummins K19 main rated 
@ 550 hp w/3,000 hours. Twin Disk 5:1 gear 
w/ 5‚Äù shaft.  Cummins 110 kw and Isuzu 
20 kw gen sets.  Pullmaster boom winches.  
N-5 deck winch, Marco seine block on 
slider, double picking booms, crab davit, 22” 
Warren Junes crab block, and Pilkington 
anchor winch.  Packs #120,000 in two holds 
with RSW.  Redundant electronics.  Super 
clean, well-maintained vessel.  Call for 
complete survey.  Asking $1,035,000.   

CO16-007  78’x22.6’x11’ steel longliner, 
built in 1973 by Berg.  Rigged for 
tendering, longline and pots.  GMC 
12V149 main rated at 725 hp.  55 kw 
GMC 671 and 55 kw Northern Lights 
gen sets.  Packs appr. 150,000# with 30 
ton RSW system.  Deck gear includes 
knuckle crane, hauler, launcher, bait 
chopper, and bait shed.  Fully equipped 
boat.  Asking $790,000.

SE16-006  47’x14.5’ seiner, built in 
1974 by Hansen.  Complete rebuild in 
2011 w/ new interior, new main, rebuilt 
aux, new mast, booms, and electronics.  
John Deere 6068, Isuzu 20 kw gen 
set.  Appr 45,000# w/ IMS 15 ton RSW 
system.  (2) VHF, Furuno radar, GPS, 
computer w/ Nobeltec, color sounder, 
and more.  Aluminum rigging w/ main 
and picking booms, hydraulic vanging 
and slider, deck winch, and power 
block.  Asking $295,000.

CR16-013  66’x17.2’x8.7’ steel crabber/
albacore boat built in 1974.  John Deere 
6081 main rated at 330 hp.  (2) gen sets.  
Spray brine and blast refrigeration systems.   
COMES WITH 450 POT CA crab and 
300 POT OR CRAB PERMITS.  Asking 
$1,000,000 for boat and permits.  500 pot 
WA permit available.

BB16-034 32’x11’ fiberglass Bristol Bay 
gillnetter, built in 1979 by Rawson.  Cat 
3208 at 260 hp.  Twin Disc 506.  Articulating 
drum with levelwind and a new Kinmatic 
power roller.  Full electronics package. 
Well maintained and stored inside.  Call 
for survey.  Asking $45,000. 

BB16-038  32’x15’ enclosed tophouse 
Bay jet boat, built in 2011.  Dick Smitha 
designed, completed by NDI.  Enclosed 
tophouse.  750 hp Scania w/ Tractor jet.  
Bow thruster.  7.5 ton diesel driven RSW.  
Packs 16,000#.  Air voids in all holds, no 
insulation. Full electronics package.  6 man 
life raft.  Deluxe galley w/ propane stove and 
microwave.  State of the art boat with all the 
bells and whistles.  Asking $550,000.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Kake Tribal Corporation seeks proposals from inter-
ested qualified firms for the lease/rent of the Kake 
Cold Storage. The cold storage is located in Kake, 
Alaska which is in the center of beautiful Southeast 
Alaska. There is direct access to 5 species of salmon, 
halibut, black cod, Dungeness crab, geoducks, sea 
cucumbers and other commercial seafoods. Kake 
Cold storage has the potential to process and freeze 
up to 10 million pounds of assorted seafoods per 
season. There is a smokery adjacent to the cold 
storage. Email info@kaketribalcorp.com or call 
(907) 785-3221, ext. 312 if interested.



 WWW.PACIFICFISHING.COM  £  NOVEMBER 2016  £  PACIFICFISHING  £  65

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

FOR SALE
F/V Gaffrock. 46' Marshal Cole built 1976. 
Well maintained. Volvo 102A, with 15000 hrs., 
8 kw Northern Lights gen set with 3300 hrs. 
Longline, crab, gillnet, troll. Also available, S.E. 
gillnet permit. $280,000.00. (907) 957-7087.

FOR SALE
2015 32x14, Maritime Fab Bristol Bay Gill-
netter. Scania 12 liter 650 HP, ZF360 2:1 gear.  
PacWest 7.5 ton hydraulic RSW. Packs 18k 
lbs in hatches. Naiad thruster. Webasto diesel 
heater. Dual hydraulic pumps. Maritime fab 
deck gear. Brailers and electronics included. 
In Naknek, available fall 2016. Asking $545k. 
Call or email: isaaco@laconnermaritime.com;  
(360) 466-3629.

FOR SALE
F/V HADASSAH. 58x19' Delta Seiner, longliner, 
pot boat. 343 main; 30kw generator, 71/2, 9 kw 
Northern Lights Generator; upgrades include new 
awlgrip paint job and visor addition; complete 
new RSW system, 2015 rebuilt transmission, 
replaced stainless fuel lines and day tank; large 
rolling chalks; UHMW guards; metalized hydro 
valves and stainless lines; bulbous bow; Furuno 
sonar; many more upgrades. Also available: 19' 
Rozema Skiff, net, long line gear, cod pots and 
pot gear. (907) 399 7219.

FOR SALE
Iconic Jensen design 42 x14 aluminum, False 
Pass gillnetter. Twin 6V92 mains with Cessna 
2.77 pumps, Twin Disc 509s and 35hp Isuzu 
auxiliary. 30 GPM hydraulics from 5" pump on 
auxiliary. Extensive refit includes. custom 11 
ton RSW system and the only complete alu-
minum fish hold renovation in the fleet. Coast 
Guard dockside sticker. Ready to splash and 
fish, with full spares and tools. Spare stain-
less steel props and shaft, spare R22, nets, two 
containers at Moller. $265K. Drift and setnet  
permits available. 406 585-0177.

Satellite telephones,  
MSAT-G2 2-Way radio  
hardware, new and  
used PTT handsets

Iridum antennas, Iridium  
and Globalstar sat phones

Sat Phones MSAT-Iridium-Globalstar
Batteries and  

accessories 
Coax cables built 

to spec

Owner:
Mike Barnacastle 

toll free: (877) 792-8972  •  p: (520) 824-2261
w: www.mjsales.net  •  e: satdish@vtc.net

FOR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell. $750,000 dollars. Call Don. 
(949) 279-9369.

FOR SALE
42' x 18' new aluminum combination vessel. 
6125 600 H.P. JD main. 360ZF 2:1 gear, 40 
KW Perkins Aux., 3x4 Arms tank/crab pump. 
2 hatches, insulated 3" foam 400 CF front, 
200 CF rear 22" SS block and Davit. UHMW  
decking packs 240 40“ pots. 2 SITEX explorer, 
14" monitors color sounder, plotter and radar. 
Asking $480,000.00. Call Ed (503) 791-1952.

FOR SALE
36'x12' fiberglass bowpicker. 20 ton herring 
boat located in SF. Volvo 41A and duoprop.  
Radar and pilot, large deck space. Boat, gear,  
3 SF herring permits $60k. Note: Carl Moyer 
candidate for new owner. nearshoreguy@ 
hotmail.com. (650) 679 7124

FOR SALE
Retiring. 32x16 Bristol Bay vessel. 820man 
main 4cy Mitsubishi. 7kw gen., R.S.W.,  
electric heat. Nets and lots of spare parts. 
Stored inside (Naknek). Jerry (541) 459-0435. 
$299,000.00.

FOR SALE
54' Fiberglass salmon/albacore freezer troller, 
1800 gallon fuel capacity, 15 ton fish hold. 
Very comfortable sea boat, owner retired.  
Asking price $250,000 USD. (360) 280-2675  
Calls only.

FOR SALE
Have several California lobster permits for  
sale. Some with traps. Priced to sell. Call Don 
Brockman. (949) 279-9369.
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FOR SALE
54-ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.1 
million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

And don’t forget to like us at:
www.facebook.com/PacificFishing/

Subscribe to

www.pacificfishing.com/fishwrap.html

FishWrap      and receive 
   fishing news each weekday in your inbox.

FOR SALE
86' Seiner 1978. Currently set up for trap fish-
ing. Blackcod and Rockfish. Originally built as a 
Tuna boat. Gear for squid and tuna fishing. New 
dole plate freezer -77ºF (core temperature -30ºF 
in three hours). Steamship inspection valid  
until 2018. $2.95m USD. (250) 586-2220.  
info@seamountmarine.ca

FOR SALE
49' professional built ferro 
cement troller, low time  
Cummins, large hold with  
new slush tank, all gear.  
Pool insured for $100m.  
Permit available.  
$100m/offer.  
Turnkey boat.  
(360) 808-1966.  
popesurvey@aol.com

FOR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.

WANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer will pay $50,000. Has secured other permit. 
Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

HOMER
MARINE
TRADES
ASSOCIATION

WWW.HOMERMARINETRADES.COM

Choose
 Homer for
  Your Boat
   Work

Homer
59 36'02oN
151 24'34oW

FOR SALE - ALASKA LEGACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently locat-
ed in Cordova, AK. Twin Lugger 460 engines, 
approx 11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen.  60k cap. in 
main hold/Sunday hold. New stainless hydrau-
lics. Complete list of amenities and copy of 
survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. Reduced to 
$245,000. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

FOR SALE
California lobster business for sale. Owner 
retiring. Price of lobster $25 a pound. Boat and 
boat trailer. Permit. 350 traps and lots of extras. 
$179,000. Please call Don at (949) 279-9369.

FOR HIRE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit. 
Holds 80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to sell 
quickly. $2.6 million includes skiff, squid  
permit and net for fishing. Call Don. (949)  
279-9369.

FOR SALE
Volvo TAMD63L 235hp. Marine Diesel, low hours. 
Excellent condition. $7,500 USD. Contact (805) 
766-0838. larrycronin58@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Awesome 38 foot 2014 Lobster boat with 
California Lobster permit. $375,000.00 dollars. 
Rigged and ready to fish. Holds 100 lobster traps 
on deck. Call Don. (949) 279-9369

FOR SALE
32'x13' fiberglass Wegley Bristol Bay boat, built 
in 2011. Flush deck, flybridge model, rigged for 
gillnetting and longlining. State of the art boat. 
375 hp John Deere 6081 w. Twin Disc 509. 10" 
bow thruster. 6 ton IMS RSW system. Gillnet 
drum w/auto-levelwind. Full electronics w/(3) 
GPS/plotter, autopilot, (2) VHF, radar. Engine room 
video camera. Price reduced to $325,000. Pos-
sible 3 year halibut harvest agreement avail-
able to qualified buyer. Kolstrand longline reel  
w/levelwind, and 14" Kolstrand hauler available 
as well. Call for recent survey, (206) 789-5101 
or (800) 683-0297. Bristol Bay permit available.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

To reserve space, contact Diane at 
(206) 920-5516 or 

dianes@pacificfishing.com

Contact DIANE SANDVIK.
She knows the business.

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

Contact DIANE SANDVIK.
h k h b

Want to 
Reach 
Fishermen?



Visit us at Booth 403 
at the  

Pacific Marine Expo  
Nov. 17-19
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Alaska Sea Grant 
book examines 
loss of fisheries  
access

Knutson commentary continued from Page 6
carbon problem. Washington would have nothing to contribute 
to the hat, so we would lose access to potential investments from 
other regions. We would be trying to “go it alone” against a 
global problem.

What about the extra money you would pay at the pump? 
Well, some of it would give Boeing yet another huge tax break 
(see tinyurl.com/ztqjtu4).

We have real opportunities to solve the carbon problem. This 
measure isn’t one of them.

A sound policy would help finance projects that reduce 
emissions or bury carbon in soil and long-lasting products. 
Fishermen could benefit from investments to help drive down 
fuel consumption. That might even help our family replace our 
old 6-71, an inefficient but unstoppable diesel that first entered 
production in the 1930s.

It’s time for the seafood industry to champion stronger policies 
to protect healthy waters from carbon emissions. If you vote in 
Washington, vote no on I-732. Then put a shoulder to the wheel 
for real solutions.

How? Join the Working Group for Seafood and Energy 
(seafoodandenergy.org). It’s a forum for fishermen, growers, 
tribes, and fishery-dependent communities to pursue our shared 
goal of protecting fisheries and oceans from carbon emissions. 
This group helps us make a difference without eating up all our 
time. The Working Group was created at the request of industry 
and tribal leaders and is led by Brad Warren, a former editor of 
this magazine.  

Peter Knutson and Hing Ng run Seattle-based Loki Fish Co. with their 
sons, Jonah and Dylan.

ON THE DOCKS

Cummins Sales and Service on Oct. 12 announced the opening of 
a new Alaska service location at Kodiak.

It will offer service and support for commercial marine, truck, 
and power generation customers.

“The Cummins commitment to year-round support in Kodiak 
was based on valued feedback from customers, an increased  
Cummins engine population in Alaska, and recognition of the Port 
of Kodiak as a go-to port playing a significant role in the state’s 
economy,” Cummins said in a press release.

The Cummins Sales and Service Kodiak location will feature 
new and reconditioned engine sales, repowers, and overhauls; 
experienced and certified Cummins technicians; and genuine  
Cummins parts, the release said.

The new Cummins facility is located on Near Island at Kodiak. 
Cummins hosted a grand opening on Oct. 12.  

Cummins opens new  
Kodiak service location

Two worthwhile workshops are planned for early December at 
Fishermen’s Terminal in Seattle.

A marine weather workshop is set for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 1 in 
the Nordby Conference Room at Fishermen’s Terminal. The fee is 
$60 and pre-registration is required.

“This is a hands-on class for marine professionals and other 
boat owners, commercial and recreational,” said Washington Sea 
Grant, which is sponsoring the workshop along with the Port of 
Seattle Fishermen’s Terminal.

The workshop will cover such topics as atmospheric pressure 

Weather, first aid workshops offered in Seattle
and wind, how to find “weather windows” for safe passage, and 
how to get weather data on your computer.

The second workshop is a Coast Guard-approved course on 
first aid at sea. It’s scheduled for 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dec. 5, again in 
the Nordby Conference Room at Fishermen’s Terminal. The fee 
is $50 for commercial fishermen.

Topics will include CPR, hypothermia, near-drowning, shock, 
trauma, burns, fractures, choking, immobilization, and more.

To register, or for more information, contact Sarah Fisken at  
(206) 543-1225 or sfisken@uw.edu.  

Alaska coastal communities have seen a 
significant decline in limited entry fishing permits and quota held 
by local residents.

These trends in commercial fisheries access by Alaskans impact 
the Alaska economy and the viability of coastal communities.

In January 2016, Alaska Sea Grant and partners held a work-
shop, Fisheries Access for Alaska – Charting the Future, designed 
to bring about a better understanding of the loss of access and what 
can be done to reverse the trend. Speakers and attendees present-
ed possible solutions, including regulatory changes, alternative 
financing, and education and training.

The content of the presentations and discussions is captured in 
a new book, “Fisheries Access for Alaska – Charting the Future: 
Workshop Proceedings.”

Go to tinyurl.com/hk65524 to buy the softcover book for $10, or 
download it for free.  
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Boats occupy one side and log operations the other on the Port of Astoria’s 
increasingly crowded Pier 3.

Like the West Basin, the East Basin badly needs dredging and dock 
repairs. Both marinas are showing their age.

Just as parents blame their children for giving them gray hairs, the East Basin 
might blame certain raucous characters – sea lions – for its sagging docks.

“Definitely sea lions,” said commercial fisherman Jared Johnson, citing 
the biggest annoyance at East Basin. The sound of sea lions drowns out 
much of the conversation.

Johnson is a regular visitor to the East Basin, one of the smallest of the 
small marinas he and other members of the crew see throughout a season.

“It’s good because there’s a grocery store right there. Englund’s is close,” 
Johnson said, ticking off the marina’s positives. For him, with the boat he 
works on based on the far east side of the basin where larger boats tie up, 

the sea lions are obnoxious, but at least they’re not 
hauling out on the dock very often. On the other side 
of the marina, it’s a different story.

A plague of sea lions
The port’s fight against sea lion invasion is well-

documented. Over the years, port employees have 
tried a range of deterrents: low-voltage mats, beach 
balls, surveying tape, inflatable air dancers, and, most 
memorably last year, a mechanical orca that capsized 
soon after launch.

The sea lions live here seasonally in huge numbers. 
Last year, port employees recorded over 1,000 of the 
animals in a single day’s count. Port officials estimate 
sea lions are causing $100,000 to $150,000 worth of 
damage every year.

On Q Dock, the dock nearest the East Basin’s 
breakwater, where several commercial boats claim 
annual moorage, plastic flagging and metal barriers 
fabricated by local high school students have kept 
sea lions at bay. But the dock below Q Dock is a sea 
lion paradise. No boats even try to tie up at that dock 
while the sea lions are there. They’re free to bellow 
and nap and flop around to their hearts’ content.

With every newly elected commissioner or newly 
hired port director, Burk hears the same speech: 
“We’re going to get rid of the sea lions!”

Many deterrents work for a time, but the sea lions 
quickly lose their fright and adapt.

Continued on Page 70
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Peril Strait peril: I was finally able to see one other settlement 

besides my night view of Kodiak, and that was the little fishing 
resort village of Elfin Cove as we sailed by. The water in South 
Passage was almost turquoise, with the glacial melt mixing with 
the seawater.

At 6:30 p.m., as the day started to slip away, we passed Point 
Augusta on Chichagof Island and entered long, wide Chatham 
Strait, spotting the National Geographic pocket cruiser Sea Lion 
proceeding north.

The coast looked pretty much like Canada’s – trees and rocks, 
and if there were any mountains there, they were obscured  
by clouds.

Our trip down Chatham Strait was basically uneventful 
except that, in the middle of the night, as we approached Peril 
Strait, I suddenly had four AIS targets all appear on the com-
puter screen at once. I was able to determine that two were 
coming north toward us safely on the other side, and one had 
entered Peril Strait. But the fourth one was irking me because it 
was crossways right in front of me and we were approaching at 
9 knots. It looked like it was following the first vessel west into 
Peril Strait, but I was uncertain and asked Rob to have a look, 
and he agreed. It sailed into Peril Strait and we were soon in  
the clear.

By 6:14 a.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 24, we were at the bottom 
end on Chatham Strait and Rob decided to head out into the 
open ocean again for the stretch down to Dixon Entrance and 
the Canadian border. I was a little nervous, after my experience 
in the Gulf, but things went well, and we had a nice nor’west 

on the stern all the way. It was foggy, but 
there was no marine traffic to worry about 
at all.

The fog lifted when we crossed the bor-
der into Canada. By the time we pulled 
into Prince Rupert on Thursday, we were 
in brilliant sunshine.

The IPHC charters done with, Rob 
prepared to fish 60,000 pounds of quota, 
and I had a chance to meet the rest of  
his halibut crew before flying home to 
Vancouver on Aug. 26.

Michel Drouin has been covering British 
Columbia’s fishing industry since 1990.  
He lives in Vancouver, B.C.

fishing, sport fishing, or discarded fish.
No two fisheries are alike worldwide, and each faces its own 

challenges with management. Reporting what is caught is not 
always standard practice, and yet managers must evaluate each 
year the ability of a fishery to withstand fishing pressure. That, 
in turn, affects local economies and livelihoods.

A better way? Instead of spending exhaustive time and 
money on trying to count each fish, managers could instead ask 
locals about fishing practices over the years to try to understand 
whether a misreporting trend is at play. They could also com-
plete more biomass or biological surveys to better understand 
the life history of the fish.

“It might not be wise to allocate all of the monitoring funds 
toward understanding what the total catch is because you might 
be able to manage sustainably without that information,” Rudd 
said. “Instead, if you could get a handle on the trends in each 
fishery, that might be a better use of funds.”

Branch saw the need for a broad look at misreporting when 
helping to manage southern bluefin tuna. Right before a big 

Catch data continued from Page 41

What should Astoria be?
On the port’s website, the East Mooring Basin advertises 

a total of 82 slips. In reality, 30 of these slips are booked year-
round. In the summer, when the sea lions are elsewhere, another 
40 are open and usually fill up with recreational boats. On the 
other side of the causeway, larger commercial boats come and 
go throughout the year.

There are no plans for major improvements at the East 
Mooring Basin, just routine repairs.

According to some fishermen, this limbo has taken its toll. 
Several boats that used to moor at the East Basin have taken 
their business elsewhere.

Longtime commercial fisherman Dave Densmore has seen 
small improvements at the marina – new lights, for instance – 
but the closed causeway, other deferred maintenance, and the 
sea lions loom large.

Still, he said, he understands the dilemma. Ventures like log 
exports and cruise ships scream money in ways commercial 
fishing doesn’t.

The Crown Princess was only one of 23 cruise ships scheduled 
to stop in Astoria this year, and even more are expected  
next year.

“The other ports up and down the coast look pretty healthy. 
I don’t know why the Port of Astoria isn’t shining,” Densmore 
said. “Astoria should be way more than what it is for fishing.”  

management change was enacted, scientists discovered there 
had been major underreporting of tuna catches.

“My initial reaction was, ‘Oh my goodness, we have been 
overfishing this whole time. When we model this, the fishery 
will be in a much worse state,’” Branch said.

But when scientists added the missing catch numbers back 
into the model, the tuna population status actually improved 
into the future.

“A takeaway of this study is to not be so alarmist when there 
are missing data, and instead understand the processes of how 
the data are used,” Rudd said. “Catch data don’t exist in a vacu-
um. To determine how the world’s fisheries are doing, you must 
consider the catch data with any other information available to 
make the management decisions.”

The study was funded by the National Science Foundation 
IGERT Program on Ocean Change.  

– University of Washington



Powerful  
Solutions.

F/V Patriot
Owned by Mike Pettis
Built by Giddings Boatworks in Charleston, OR 
QSK19 Engine

British Columbia/Alberta: Aaron Bruce (604) 220-3765
Oregon/ Washington/Alaska: Mike Fourtner (360) 742-2864
California/Hawaii: Tom O’Connor (510) 347-6614

salesandservice.cummins.com

Cummins offers a full range of EPA Tier 3 propulsion and auxiliary solutions from 6.7 
to 38 liters. Cummins Tier 3 product line applies advanced combustion technology 
to reduce emissions in-cylinder without the need for aftertreatment and will serve as 
the platform for more stringent emissions upcoming in the U.S. and globally. These 
engines run cleaner and stronger with exceptional dependability and durability. Let 
our marine professionals help navigate you and improve your bottom line.

Come visit us at the Pacific Marine 

Expo on November 17 - 19, 2016

Booth #1421

Pacific Fishing_1609_v2 PME.indd   1 9/21/2016   4:05:29 PM




