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C7, C9, C12 Tier II marine engines and C9 Tier II Generators 
in stock in Washington and Alaska!

 In Washington:  800-562-4735
 In Alaska: 800-478-7000

In Alaska
Rob Collins
Cell:   907-229-6831

In Washington
Chris Downes
Cell:   206-818-7546

Chris Blazevich
Cell:   425-241-0817

Save Fuel:
  Tier II engines and generators offer better fuel economy than Tier III models, 
  saving you on operating costs.

Save Time:
  454 hp C7, 503 hp C9, and 660 hp C12 Tier II marine engines, and 175 kW and   
 250 kW C9 Tier II marine generators are in stock in Washington and Alaska,   
 ready when you need them!

Save Money:
 No costly wait time, no worries about potential price markups. 

Industry-Leading Parts and Service Organization:
 N C has the parts you need in stock and the best service technicians in the business.

Save Fuel, Save Time, Save Money!
Repower with Cat Tier II engines and C9 Tier II generators

from N C Power Systems

Contact your N C Power Systems Marine Sales Representative today!
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Change can be difficult. And good.
We’re making a change here at Pacific Fishing.
After eight years of yeoman service, Don McManman has retired as editor of 

the magazine.
Now it’s my turn in the captain’s chair (gulp).
It’s going to be tough to live up to Don’s high standards, including the sense 

of humor he sprinkled into these pages. A nicer guy never walked the docks,  
and I’m hopeful he’ll remain a contributor to your magazine.

Who am I?
Well, I’m not  a commercial fisherman. I’ve never made a dollar gillnet ting, 

seining, trolling, trawling, or longlining. I’ve never dropped a pot.
I have, however, climbed aboard quite a few fish boats during my years as a  

reporter covering Alaska’s commercial fisheries.
To say I’m hooked on this business would be a cliché. But I’ll say it anyway— 

I’m hooked.
As a car eer journalist, I’ve r oved a good bit and cover ed a variety of  

beats, from crime in Florida to the oil industry in Alaska. Nothing, however,  
captivates me quite like commer cial fishing. To explain it, I always tell people  
I just like boats. A good day for me is walking around Fishermen’s Terminal in 
Seattle, looking at hulls.

I was raised in Strawberry Plains, Tennessee. Got my journalism degree just 
down the r oad at the University of T ennessee in Knoxville. I later earned a   
master’s from Ole Miss.

For many years, I worked as a business reporter for the Anchorage Daily News. 
Upon leaving the newspaper in 2009, I launched Deckboss, a news blog on  
Alaska fisheries that continues to this day.

You might also r ecognize me as a lon gtime contributor of news art icles,  
features, and columns to Pacific Fishing.

I’ve always regarded this magazine as the flagship publication for the North 
Pacific seafood industry. And so I feel a tremendous obligation to maintain our 
standards and to improve our print and digital offerings wherever possible.

This industry is complex  and sub ject to extreme changes. Aside from the  
natural fluctuations in fish stocks, we continually see management over hauls, 
legal challenges, and waves of new regulations.

Staying abreast of these developments, and explaining them in clear terms, is 
part of our job. We also endeavor to bring you the latest on topics such as safety, 
science, new gear and how to run a sound business.

Let me say  a word about credibility. I believe you’d prefer a magazine that 
tells it straight. And so, Pacific Fishing  will not  function as an advocate for   
industry. Rather, we see our role as covering the issues as factually and fairly  
as we can.

Don McManman greatly valued readers who shared stories and photos from 
the boat. I’m hoping you’ll keep it up. As editor, Don also believed str ongly 
in having a string of columnists living in ports all along the coast. W e aim to  
continue that.

Yes, change can b e difficult. But the team her e at Pacific Fishing pledges to  
keep bringing you a worthwhile product.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of Deckboss, a blog  
on Alaska commercial fisheries . You can reach him at editor@pacificfishing.com or   
(206) 324-5644, ext. 234.
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

*FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

CHIn A FOO d  s CAnd AL: The par ent c ompany of a  
scandal-hit c hinese food supplier said it is withdr awing 
all products made by its subsidiary Shanghai husi Food 
c o. – Chicago t ribune

ne W V eRs IOn  OF M s A: The new est dr aft of the   
Magnuson-Stevens A ct pr oposes changes t o fisher -
ies managemen t including new f ees, sustainabilit y  
standards, and a possible national mar keting eff ort.  
– alaska Journal of Commerce

s ALMOn  CATCH TOPs  82 MILLIOn  FIs H: c ommercial 
harvests of wild Alaska salmon reached some 82,335,000 
fish through July 29, including nearly 30 million fish from 
Prince William Sound. – t he Cordova t imes

B.C. MIne  BReAK COULd IMPACT ALAs KA: Monday’s 
tailings-dam break at a British c olumbia copper and gold 
mine could threaten Southeast Alaska salmon fisheries.  
– alaska Public Media

n .Z. FIs HeRMen ’s  GRIs LY CATCH: The crew aboard a 
New Zealand fishing boa t received a shock when they  
hauled up a g ruesome catch: a small plane with a body  
inside. – Vancouver sun

RUss IA s KeWs  s ALMOn  MARKeT: Alask a’s seafood 
industry is getting caught in the middle of a power strug-
gle between Russia and Western nations. – Pacific Fishing 
columnist l auren r osenthal, reporting for KuCb

s ALMOn  PRI Ce d ROP eXPeCTed : Russia ’s ban on   
Norwegian fish impor ts will likely lead t o a big decr ease 
in salmon prices globally. – t he Fish s ite

PeBBLe HeARIn G dRAWs  HUnd Reds : The fight over 
the proposed Pebble mine came t o the Egan c enter on 
Tuesday at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
public hear ing bef ore a cr owd of hundr eds. – alaska  
d ispatch n ews

RUss IAn  BAn ’s  ‘dIReCT HIT’: Russia last week banned 
imports of f ood f or one y ear fr om the U .S., c anada, 
Europe, Nor way, and A ustralia due t o sanc tions they  
imposed due to its agg ressive actions in Ukraine. That 
makes for a direct hit to Alaska seafood, which last y ear 
exported nearly 20 million pounds of seaf ood to Russia, 
valued at more than $60 million. – Pacific Fishing colum-
nist l aine Welch, reporting for alaska Fish r adio

‘s ALMOn  CA nn On ’ L OBs  FI s H: I t so unds l ike  
something out of M onty P ython, but the salmon   
cannon is ac tually an ingenious solution t o problems 
with fish migration. – Cn Et

d Is As TeR R eLIeF’s  FIR s T PAYOUT: A ccording t o a  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration award 

notice, Pacific States Marine Fisheries c ommission is set 
to receive $7.8 million for direct payments to commercial 
fishermen in the Yukon River and c ook Inlet regions. – 
Peninsula Clarion

FRAse R’s  s OCKeYe ‘GOLd  RU s H’: W hat’s certain 
is tha t hundr eds of thousands of sockey e will be  
pulled from the Fraser by commercial fishermen, local 
First Na tions, and spor t fisher men. The c ommercial 
fishery got its first t wo cr acks a t Fraser sockey e ear -
lier this mon th; each opening last ed just a f ew hours.  
– n ational Post

BRIs TOL B AY s ALMOn  s LeUTHIn G: T he research 
is par ticularly impor tant for tracking salmon popula -
tions, as the Alask a Department of Fish and game esti-
mates that only half of their streams have been officially  
catalogued. – Kdl G, d illingham

de AdLY R Us H TO s PAWn : University of B.c . research-
ers say sockeye salmon that sprint to spawning grounds 
through fast-moving waters may be a t a higher r isk of 
dying from heart attacks. – Vancouver sun

CRAB C APeR CR Un CHed : An Oak land husband  
and wif e ha ve been c onvicted of using a speedboa t 
with hidden c ompartments t o poach mor e than 100   
Dungeness cr abs off the San M ateo c ounty coast.   
– sFGate

ne W MI ne  s OUGHT I n  AL As KA: A c anadian c om-
pany is moving forward with plans f or a new r are-earth 
metals mine a t the end of Kendr ick Bay on P rince of  
Wales Island , sending a t eam t o dr ill and spending   
millions sampling r ock and studying the ar ea. –   
Peninsula Clarion

se AFOOd  COLd  WAR: Alaska’s congressional delega-
tion is pr essing for a quick r esolution to the c ountry’s 
seafood standoff with Russia. – Pacific Fishing columnist 
l auren r osenthal, reporting for KuCb

ARCTIC B ALAn CIn G AC T: The Ala ska Ar ctic c om-
mission is tr ying to balance far-reaching goals – fr om 
development and energy to international cooperation –  
to mor e immedia te needs like por ts, plumbing , and  
building strong rural economics and infr astructure for 
rural communities. – KCaW

s HeLL OIL see Ks  ARCTIC PROBe: Shell Oil t ook its  
first step toward returning to the Ar ctic. The company 
filed a new plan to explore the c hukchi Sea with federal  
regulators in Anchor age. – Pacific F ishing c olumnist  
l auren r osenthal, reporting for KuCb
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YoUr BUSINESS Fisherman filmmakerYoYoY Ur BUSINESSr BUSINESSr Fisherman filmmaker

Elijah l awson and his bristol bay fishing boat, the 
F/V Potential.

by JENNIFER HAWKS

Elijah
 Lawson
documents 
the lives of 
Bristol Bay
gillnetters
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You say a PFD is 

uncomfortable? Never met a 

guy who chose fi shing because 

it was comfortable.

-Angus Iversen

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

Today’s low-profi le PFDs are comfortable and 

extend survival time in the coldest of water. 

Choose yours at livetobesalty.org. Then make 

it part of your standard on-deck gear.

Who better to cr eate a documen -
tary film about the lives of Bris -
tol Bay fishermen than a Bristol   

Bay fisherman who’s also a documentary 
filmmaker?

Elijah Lawson is a second-generation  
Bristol Bay fisherman. In the of f-season, 
he’s a fr eelance sound p erson, dir ector, 
and producer. His clients include National  
Geographic, Discovery Channel, History  
Channel, Oprah, CBS, and ABC.

Lawson lives  in S eattle w ith his  wife,  
Gail, and t heir t wo y oung childr en. He  
arrives in Bristol Bay every June and fishes  
until the end of July. Much of the rest of the 
year he travels the world while working on 
film projects. 

Growing up fishing: Lawson literally  
grew up  on his family ’s b oat while t hey 
fished for salmon in Pug et Sound. His  
parents built him a baby-sized hammock  
and hung it in the fo’c’sle. “Friends of my  
dad’s tell how they first met me — an infant 
swinging back and forth in a hammock on  
the boat.”

Everything changed in 1974 after the  
Boldt decision came down, which limited  
fishing opportunity for landless trib es and 
non–Native American fishe rmen. J udge 
Boldt’s decision was intended to pr otect  
the rig hts of most  W ashington Nat ive 
American tribes to harvest salmon. But,  
Lawson said, for everyb ody else, “It put  
us out of business. Ther e was fighting and  
Coast Guar d guys got shot at. My dad  
went to jail. It was huge because (the Boldt   
decision threatened) the livelihoods of a lot  
of people affected by that decision. So that  
pushed all thes e Puget So und guys out of 
there and up to Bristol Bay.”

Lawson’s father left their home in Seattle  
every spring for Bristol Bay, returning at the 
end of salmon seas on. For young Lawson,  
Bristol Bay was a distant, mysterious place.  
At the age of 9, he finally got to see it  
for himself.

“It was just him,” said Lawson, “fishing  
by himself back in the d ay. No  one does 
that any more. Then  it  was he an d I on  
the boat together for a couple of weeks.  
(One time) we went to some villages up in   
Ugashik. My dad was  really interested in 
the Natives up there; he was mak ing oral 
history recordings with them.

“At one point, we went up to the tundra  
and I wanted to go explor e, so he had me 
carry the .357 Magnum with armor-piercing 
bullets, and it took up my whole torso. He  

said, ‘Go have fun. If a bear comes to eat you, you wait until it opens its mouth and you  
shoot it right in the head. No sooner. OK, have fun.’”

During the latter part of the 1980s, Bristol Bay’s salmon fishery was booming and the 
price was $2.50 pound. Lawson’s father fired his crew. He then hired 14-year-old Lawson 
and his 12-year-old sister to take their places.

“So it was the three of us on this tiny-assed little boat fishing together , full-time crew 
members, fighting and screaming and trying to puke in the same bucket at the same time. 
My dad was pretty ballsy to do that. I actually found one of his fishing journals fr om the 
first time I was on the boat.”

His father ’s entry for that day was, “First day: cr ew members 14 and 12. V ery  
challenging.”

“Nobody had their kids onboard,” Lawson said. “People were angry at him for doing it. 

Continued on page 8
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20.1˝ Color LCD,  23.1˝ Color LCD or Black Box
12kW, 25kW or 50kW X-Band
30kW or 60kW S-Band

Radar Series

Only ONE Radar 
clearly stands above the rest!

Selected by the 
USCG Cutter Fleet

YoUr BUSINESS Fisherman filmmaker continued from page 7

Filming in a boatyard at bristol bay. t hat's the gillnetter c ayuse in the background.

They didn’t think we should be up ther e; it 
was no p lace for k ids. They thought it was 
no place for a girl.”

The m oney that L awson earned  fr om 
crewing must have turned his classmates’ 
heads. “I was a ‘thousandair e’ when I was  

12 years old. A t housandaire at  12 and  
you’re like, ‘Wow! I’m rich!’”

Fishing families ar e the norm now in  
Bristol Bay. Gender is a nonissue.

“My dad was a r eal visionary in a lot  
of things he d id. And people who do that 
always get laughed at. (They’r e also the  
ones) who come up with the most excellent  
ideas. And he wasn’t scared to experiment.  
He put hydrofoils on our boat one year. He 
went to an aeronautic design company and 
had the foils  built to s pec. He was  always 
trying new things. Always.”

Lawson’s father claimed the foils worked 
but, after a season of nets getting stuck on  
them and leaks  after they tor e off the hull,  
he retired them permanently.

Lawson cr edits thes e experiences for   
creating the man he is now . “Bristol Bay  
taught me how to work har d. And it gave  
me a work ethic that you just don’t get any-
where else. It seems extr eme, but it’s not  
extreme; we’re just  e arning a l iving i n a  
very interesting, adventurous sort of way.”

He r eturned to Bristol Bay every year  
until he was 27. In the of f-season, he   
traveled around the world and even put  
himself through college with his earnings  
from fishing.

Fishing for film gigs: Lawson’s original 
dream of becoming a kindergarten teacher 
faded. In the early 2000s, when the price  
for salmon dr opped to ar ound 40 cents a  
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GLOBAL
Science, Technology & Engineering.

4259 22nd Ave. W.  Seattle, WA  98199
Ph: (206) 285-3200 

email: sales@marcoglobal.com
www.marcoglobal.com

See our website for more details!

Dual-Sheave Design:
No slippage.
Passes splices and links.
Pays out line under tension.

Designed For Safety:
E-Stop on top horn.
Runs forward and reverse under tension.
Self-tailing

Designed For Performance:
Up to 12,000 lbs pull.

20"    17"   15"

PURSE KINGPURSE KING

Elijah l awson, left, and r andall Peck on location on s candinavian beach near d illingham.

pound, another reality set in.
“I r eached a point  wher e I was g oing 

to have to start crabbing or longlining or 
something and, I don’t know, I really didn’t 
want to do it. So I went back to school and  
studied film.”

At the time, Seattle Central Community  
College o ffered an intens ive two -year 
film program, which enabled him to earn   
money immediately after graduation  
instead of incurring debt fr om a four-year 
program.

He began his career as a sound technician 
working on film projects for 16 hours a day, 
six days a week, for $50 a day and “crappy  
food.” Some of the films wer en’t gr eat. 
“I j ust d esperately wanted  to get into   
the business.”

Like most freelancers in t he film indus -
try, over the years Lawson has developed 
a network of producers and camera people  
who contact him  when they need  a sound 
person. And one job often leads to another.

Tails from Bristol Bay: Lawson had long 
wanted to produce a film pr ofiling fishing 
families in Bristol Bay. When he received a 
grant from the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood 
Development Association, he knew this was 
his chance. He would not  only record the 

sound, he would also write, direct, and edit 
the film, which was to be br oken into three 
shorts, each dedicated to one family.

Lawson credits Red Gold, a documentary  
film about how the Pebble mine could  
affect the Bristol Bay salmon fishery , as an   

inspiration for his own pr oject, Tails from 
Bristol Bay.

“I didn’t want to make an anti–Pebble  
mine film; I wanted it to be a people story , 
which they do a good job with in Red Gold 

Continued on page 10
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YoUr BUSINESS Fisherman filmmaker continued from page 9

1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.
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Gillnetters at midnight on n ushagak bay.

too. But that’ s more like  a f eature-length 
documentary. They shot for 90 days, with a  
multimillion-dollar budget. I shot  for eight 
days with very little money.”

The project took a year to c omplete. In 
the process, Lawson lost time on the water , 
even though he’d gone to Bristol Bay earlier 

than usual to perform annual maintenance 
on his boat in advance of the fishing season. 
He’d budgeted five days for that befor e his 
cameraman arrived. It wasn’t enough.

“We started filming. Meanwhile, r eports 
of fish starting to come in wer e happen -
ing. So I’m filming people working on their 

boat, knowing I too have to get that work  
done, but I’m not getting it done because I  
have to really concentrate on that film proj-
ect. I’m paying $1,000 a day to have t his 
cameraman there. And then the crew mem-
ber I br ought up with me quit as well, so  
I had to find a new cr ew member, get my  
boat ready to go fishing, go film. It was a lot 
on my plate. But now something cool has  
come to fruition because of that hard work, 
and I love that about this project.”

Still fishing after all these years:  
Lawson bought his father ’s boat, the same  
boat he cr ewed aboard as a boy. The F/V  
Potential, built in 1973, is an aluminum  
shore boat. Exactly 32 feet long as r equired 
by law but only 14 feet wide, it’s one of the  
smaller boats in the Bristol Bay fleet.

Cost was the primary consideration.  
Small, used, it was a fraction of the cost of  
a new boat. Lawson didn’t  want boat pay-
ments as part of his bottom line.

“One of my goals from this film was to 
show people that w e’re just multigenera-
tional, small businessmen. Basically, every 
boat is a small business. You’ve got a lot to  
deal with every year to be successful at that 
job. So I have two businesses.”

Like his fat her b efore him, Lawson is   
an innovator.

“Last year I put a solar panel on my boat, 
right on my fly bridge because it’s a small  
boat, not a lot of room for it. People laughed 
at me all summer. I guarantee it — peo ple 
will have it on their boats by next summer . 
It was so gr eat — it char ged my batter -
ies. There’s tons of sun up ther e for a long  
period of time. It’s ideal. But of course,   
people laugh because you’r e doing some -
thing different.”

The 9-year-old boy who once carried a 
.357 Magnum strapped to his chest in case  
of a bear attack is all grown up, but in many 
ways his life hasn’t changed. Lawson still  
works hard on the boat he’s known most of 
his life and banks his money.

“I get beat up mor e by my boat, because  
it’s small and rattles ar ound everywhere, 
so there are some dr awbacks to it. But it’s 
paid off, and my money goes in my bank  
account and not to boat payments.”  

Email Lawson at elijah@prophet-productions.
com. Let hi m know you rea d a bout him  i n  
Pacific Fishing magazine and he’ll reply with  
the password to watch Tails from Bristol Bay 
for free at www.tailsfrombristolbay.com.



1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.

Pollock ad_Pacific Fishing_Layout 1  1/16/14  6:10 PM  Page 1
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Thousands of IMS Systems in Operation in 
Bristol Bay and Beyond Speak for Themselves. 
Decades of research and engineering have led to our refusal  
to compromise on the components we use, and that’s what 
keeps our systems working … and working … and working.

S E A T T L E • W A

Don’t lose your refrigeration bonus 
because your equipment is down.

Call us! We’re here to serve the fleet.

z  QUICKER CHILL DOWN TIMES

z  HEAVY-DUTY COMPONENTS 
 STANDARD ON ALL UNITS

z  STOCK UNITS AND PARTS IN 
 BRISTOL BAY AND SEATTLE

z  REFRIGERATION CLASSES

z  RELIABILITY

z  EASY MAINTENANCE

z  QUIET OPERATION

z  25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 W/PROVEN TRACK RECORD

z  1000s OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

RSW Systems That WORK.

800.562.1945

www.IMSpacific.com       sales@IMSpacific.com

Strontium is a trace element and mineral  
that people use to make glow-in-the-dark  
paints and toothpaste for sensitive teeth. In  
research for his college degree, Sean Brennan 
used strontium’s unique qualities to track  
salmon in an Alaska river.

At  Brennan’s  Ph.D.  defense at  the  
University of Alaska Fairbanks, advis-
er Matthew Wooller praised Br ennan’s  

ambitious plan and his execution of it up  
and down the many webs of the Nushagak  
River. The Nushagak, a river that swells  
with the bodies of salm on each sum mer, 
drains the Nushagak Hills as well as the  
Alaska and Aleutian ranges. The Nushagak 
and all its fingers provide a path for salmon 
from their natal streams to Bristol Bay.

Brennan first had the idea of tracking  

salmon using strontium during his training 
in stable isotope ecology at the U niversity 
of Ut ah. He was impr essed people wer e 
able to break substances down to the atom  
level in order to follow salmon populations 
in California. He wonder ed if he could use  
stable isotope analysis on the magnificent  
wild salmon st ocks of Alaska. His goal: to 
create a strontium isotope map of Alaska’s 
streams that showed the paths of individual 
salmon heading back to the gravels wher e 
they wriggled from egg sacks.

Vast drainage: Fr om a river like the  
Nushagak, which receives water fr om an 
area larger than Massachusetts, there are a  
dizzying number of rivers and cr eeks 
to which salmon might migrate. A king   
salmon caught near the river’s mouth might 
be headed to the Mulchatna, the Stuyahok,  
the Chilikadr otna, the Chilchitna, or the  
Chichitnok River. Dozens of creeks are also 
possible origins for Bristol Bay salmon.

“It’s a lot  of water,” Brennan said. “Very 
complex and intricate.”

Brennan chose to study the Nushagak  
because it pr oduces so many salmon,  
and because of the unique geology of its   
tributaries. D ifferent r ocks in the  upper  
watersheds give distinct basins their o wn 
flavor, absorbed by salmon on their way to  
the ocean.

Brennan st arted his r esearch b y “col d-
calling” numb ers he found in t he phone  
book for the university’s Bristol Bay   
campus in Dillingham . He c onnected 
with people like Peter Chris topher Sr. o f 
New Stuyahok, a village on the Nushagak  
River. Christopher met  Br ennan on the   
Nushagak. In his riverb oat, Christ opher 
shared memories of river bends and  
sloughs and helped Brennan collect water 
samples and trap slimy sculpin, juvenile  
king and silver salmon, and scavenge   
carcasses of spawned out adult kings.

Brennan wanted slimy sculpin for a few 
reasons: The fish live their entir e lives in  
a few hundr ed feet  of river  — t hey offer 
a good test to see if his  strontium isotope 
method worked.

Otolith is key: The part of the slimy   
sculpin (as well as the salmon) that holds  

by NED ROZELL

Nushagak study yields encouraging results 
on tracking salmon to birth streams

s ean brennan on the n ushagak. Photo  
by Matthew Wooller
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this information is the otolith, a chip-like 
bone in a fish’s head that grows a new layer 
each year. By slicing the otolith and mea -
suring the  ratio  o f two different types of  
strontium, Brennan fo und the m ethod 
matched slimy sculpin and juvenile k ings 
to the known str etch of water in which   
they lived.

He then tested 250 king salmon caught  
in Nushagak Bay. In nine out of 10 salmon,  
he was able to trace the fish to one of sev-
en “str ontium isotopic gr oups,” distinct  
regions in the upper Nushagak drainage.

Using genetics and other methods,   
scientists and managers  are able to track  
fish caught in Bris tol Bay to the m ajor 
watershed in which they wer e born, like  
the Nushagak, Kvichak, or other gr eat  
rivers. Br ennan’s r esults suggest that in   
certain ar eas fis h c an be tr acked to  s ub-
basins within these rivers and sometimes  
even to small tributaries.

“It’s a different tool you can use,” he said.
Flush with thes e encouraging r esults, 

Brennan has accepted a post-doctoral posi -
tion with the University of W ashington. 
This past summer, he was back working on 
the Nushagak, further refining his system.  

Ned Rozell is a science writer with the Univer -
sity of Alaska Fairbanks Geophysical Institute.

As salmon season wraps up in Alaska, a 
whole new season begins — meeting season.

The Alaska Board of Fisheries traditional-
ly holds several marathon meetings through 
the winter.

Over the c oming months, the board will 
consider hundreds of  p roposals t o adju st 
fishery management and policy.

Here’s a r undown of planned meeting  
dates and locations, with the general topic  
of each meeting:

Oct. 15-16, Juneau — The board will hold 
a work session on stocks of concern, among  
other items.

Dec. 3-8, Cordova  — The board will con-
sider finfish pr oposals for Prince W illiam 
Sound, the upper Copper River and the  
upper Susitna River.

Jan. 21-27, Wrangell — The board will  
consider crab, shrim p, and miscellaneous  
shellfish proposals for Southeast Alaska and 
Yakutat.

Feb. 23 through March 3, Sitka  — The  
board will consider finfish pr oposals for  
Southeast Alaska and Yakutat.

March 17-20, Anchorage  — The boar d 
will consider statewide Dungeness crab,  
shrimp and miscellaneous shellfish propos-
als (excluding Southeast and Yakutat). Also, 
the board will weigh supplemental issues.

All together, the boar d has 28 days of  

Lots of intriguing proposals await Alaska fish board
meetings planned. That’s a lot of fish talk.

As always, some intriguing proposals are 
on the table.

For ex ample, at  t he Decemb er meet ing 
the bo ard will c onsider thr ee pr oposals 
regarding the use of airplanes during Prince  
William Sound salmon purse seine fisheries. 
Another proposal would establish dir ected 
commercial purse seine and jig pollock   
fisheries in Prince William Sound.

At the January m eeting in Wrangell, the 
board will consider a pr oposal to establish  
a shrimp beam trawl fishery task for ce. The 
board also will consider a proposal to estab-
lish a weekly  trip limit of 1,000 pounds of 
geoduck clams for each permit holder , with 
no more than two permit holders on a ves -
sel. This is to address a fishery that currently 
operates as a derby, adding risks for divers  
and depressing prices, the proposal says.

Also at W rangell, the boar d will con -
sider a proposal to create a no-fishing zone  
around Cache Island.

In Sitka, the board will weigh, once again, 
a c ontroversial pr oposal to  as sign e qual 
quota shares in the comb ative Sitka Sound 
sac roe herring fishery.

The complete book of pr oposals is avail -
able online at http://1.usa.gov/Zbcx7E.

– Wesley Loy
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A recent study by a team of American 
and Eur opean r esearchers concludes  
that toxins evaporate into the air and ar e  
dissolved in ocean water within hours of an 
oil spill.

Damage t o ocean life can b egin much  
faster than previously thought, and factors  
such as  water tem perature and  wind   
conditions can speed or prolong the process. 
The study’s findings may enable experts to  
predict more accurately the results of future 
oil spills in ocean environments.

The study, titled “First Day of an Oil  
Spill on the Open Sea: Early Mass Transfers 
of Hydrocarbons to Air and  Water,” was 
published in August by the journal Envi-
ronmental Science & Technology . The authors 
are a t eam of scient ists from Switzerland,  
Germany, The  Net herlands, a nd t he  
United States.

As part of the r esearch, the team  
dumped oil into the No rth Sea to see how  

by JENNIFER HAWKS

 
 

environmental fac -
tors a ffected the  
breakdown o f the  
oil, and  ho w the   
oil  af fected the   
environment.

“A permitted,  
controlled oil release 

experiment was conducted jointly by sever-
al European research institutes during Sept. 
29-30, 2009, approximately 200 km offshore 
in the North Sea Netherlands Exclusive  
Economic Zone,” the report says.

The resulting unrestrained sea surface  
slick was monitor ed during a 26-hour   
period.

What researchers found was that marine 
organisms ar e immediately impacted as  
the hydrocarbons dissolve in the water and 
evaporate into the air . This occurs within  
the first hours of the spill and is much faster 
than most scientists previously believed.

T h e  s t u d y  r a i s e s  n e w  q u e s t i o n s  
about b est met hods and app roaches for   
emergency r esponses to oil spills to   
minimize the disastr ous ef fects on ocean  
marine life.

Robert Spies, who wasn’t among the 
study authors, has 35 years of experience in 
applied marine ecology and its application 

to management. He’s an expert in the area of  
how contaminants can af fect marine life  
and has served  as chief science adviser   
to governments on Exxon Valdez  oil spill  
restoration.

Spies said the s tudy doesn’t necessarily 
tell us anything new , as we alr eady knew 
that oil spills release toxins into the air and  
water. The study’s importance, he said, is in 
how it can help us pr edict how quick ly it 
happens. Eventually that information might 
lead to impr oved management strategies  
in the critical hours and days following an   
oil spill.

“What’s dif ferent about (the study),”  
explains Spies, “is it adds to our knowl -
edge quantitatively by producing a model  
that’s fairly predictive of actual evaporation  
material. The important compounds her e 
are the polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 
or PAHs. They’re the most toxic component 
in the oil. Part of the PAH that’s most toxic 
is the gasoline fractionates, that r eally light 
material that evaporates quickly. So being  
able to understand how much of that goes  
into the atmosphere versus how much goes 
into the water at different temperatures and 
wind conditions is important.”

In the study , the r esearchers compar e 
their predictive m odel with earlier work  
done in t his field. Spies b elieves the study 
comes to conclusions that are more accurate 
than what was previously understood.

Predictive models of how oil spills will  
affect t he envir onment alr eady ar e used  
by or ganizations such as the National   
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
But the new study might add information  
previously unknown. When the oil tank -
er Exxon V aldez spilled about 1 1 m illion  
gallons of cr ude oil into Prince W illiam 
Sound in 1989, scientists weren’t on scene to 
study the immediate repercussions.

“We had very little, or no, study capabil -
ity in the first hours of that spill as materials 
started to spread out over the water,” Spies 
said. “To understand this better, you have 
to look at  it  as t wo compet ing processes. 
There’s evaporation of the r eally light -
weight stuff — it’s like the gasoline part of  
it. It goes of f very quickly. If you ever see a  
drop of oil on the surface of the water , you 
see it kind of spread out in a sheen, and it  
evaporates very quickly.

“The other process is dissolution of those 
compounds and other , heavier ones into  
the water. When you raise the temperature 
of the water , the evaporation goes faster , 
but also the dissolution goes faster too,  
but I don’t think it keeps up, accor ding to  
this paper.”

Continued on page 37
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  65 years old and
   still working hard, the

   puts in another season
  tendering in SE Alaska

BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Autumn Dawn by MICHEL DROUIN

Made in Mississippi: The ex-crab ber Autumn Dawn, owned b y 
Gudjon Gudjonsson and his business partner Gretar Gudmundsson, 
has been around for 65 years. But the fine old vessel is showing no  
signs of taking her pension and retiring.

The Autumn Dawn (formerly the Dritsik) started life in Mississippi 
as the Bernard Walker , built in 1949 b y F.B. Walker and Sons Inc.   
in Pascagoula.

Doug Logan purchased the boat and br ought her to the West 
Coast. Logan had the vessel rebuilt and converted to a crabber, later 
selling it to Richard Lemay. Gudjonsson, Gudmundsson, and Dan  
Gunn bought the boat in 1990. The partnership is now Gudjonsson  
and Gudmundsson.

Gudjonsson and  Gud mundsson s eparately fis hed king c rab 
and opilio on the Autumn Dawn until 1994, when they invested in   
another vessel over which Gudmundsson took command called  
the Notorious. Gudjonsson then alone captained the Autumn Dawn  
crabbing and tendering, retiring her from crabbing in 2005.

The sorting table aboard 
the tender Autumn Dawn. 

Photos by  
Hafsteinn Thor Gudjonsson

Continued on page 16

Autumn Dawn
HYDRAULIC HOSE,

FITTINGS & ADAPTERS
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& Mastercard

1121 NW 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98107 ...................206 789-1353
Toll Free .................................800 635-3539
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BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Autumn Dawn continued from page 15

www.transvac.com
201 Frontage Road North, Suite C • Pacific, WA 98047

Celebrating 20 years of damage free transfer
Contact us for a free quote!

253.804.2507

transvac@aol.com

Tendering for Trident: Originally from Iceland, Gudjonsson came 
to the United States with his brother in 1974. He has been tendering 
with the Autumn Dawn for Trident Seafoods since 1991.

When Pacific Fishing interviewed Gudjonsson, he was located 12  
miles out of Ketchikan with 350,000 pounds of salmon on board after 
deliveries from six seiners.

“We picked that up this morning!” Gudjonsson exclaimed on   
Aug. 6.

The Autumn Dawn is equipped with two Transvac fish pumps: one 
single-chamber pump on the forwar d starboard side and a unique  
double-chamber pump on the port aft side of the vessel.

“The boat is consider ed a doub le pumper,” Gudjonsson says,  
adding that the total crew complement is five. “We are able to offload 
on both sides, which means we are very busy when we take fish.”

The fish on the Autumn Dawn are kept in r efrigerated sea water 
(RSW) with three chillers maintaining the temperature.

Lars Matthiesen, president of Highland Refrigeration, has had a  
long association with the Autumn Dawn, and particularly in improv-
ing the venerable vessel’s RSW system.

“It is an interesting old boat,” he says. “I believe it was a pusher  

tug on the Ohio River  — it was pushing bar ges. It was bought by  
Doug Logan, who was a r eal character, and he named it the Dritsik, 
where ‘dritsak’ literally means ‘bag of shit’ in Norwegian. He was no 
Norwegian so he took some liberties with the spelling.”

“When Logan converted the vessel to a crabber and tender, he put 
a lot of cheap equipment on it to get it going and it has been success-
ful, but things started wearing out,” Matthiesen adds.

“When I got involved 10 or 12 years ago, the system was not  
doing very well,” he says.

Chilling upgrade: Matthiesen says Highland Refrigeration found 
a way to retrofit the boat so that Gudjonsson could utilize the chill -
ers he had in place but get almost 50 percent more capacity out of his 
chillers by pumping liquid ammonia through the chillers instead of  
ammonia gas.

“He now has twice the capacity he had with the same chillers and 
compressor,” Matthiesen says. “The only thing w e did was put a  
pump circulation system in and add a new oversized titanium con -
denser. The condenser cools the ammonia gas. W e took almost all  
the equipment the way it was and we optimized it by not spending a 
lot of money and getting something a lot better because technology  
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Out Of This World Fishing Detail
Down To Earth Price

Seattle (206) 282-8080
Dutch Harbor (907) 581-1679
Naknek (Seasonal) (907) 246-4493

www.HarrisElectricInc.com
www.FurunoUSA.com

• Marine Electronics Sales and Service 
• Marine Electrical Contracting
• Shoreside Electrical Contracting
• Electrical parts and lighting 
• In House Electrical Engineer 
• Switchboards, Alarm Panels,

Motor Control Centers, PLC
Control Panels and more...

Fishing new areas?  This is the tool for you!

Serving the fi shing industry since 1928!

3D View Trawl + Multi-Beam View Traditional Sounder View Seafl oor Profi le Ruler

The primary objective of the WASSP Multibeam Sonar 
is to enhance the skipper’s knowledge of his fi shing 
environment, leading to improved catch rates, re-
duced gear damage and more productive sea time.

Far left: t he Autumn Dawn with the Mary Louise B alongside.

Center: a stormy night in Gardner bay, alaska.

l eft: t he crew of the Autumn Dawn, joined by the crew of the 
seiner Misty Moon during the last offload of the 2014 season.  
Gudjon Gudjonsson is third from left.

changes over the years.”
With the very high capacity of r efrigeration that Autumn Dawn 

has, Gudjonsson can provide the fishing fleet with pre-chilled water.
“Sometimes he just sits and chills water for boats that don’t have  

it,” Matthiesen says.
Underpowered: The vessel is power ed by twin 365-horsepower  

Caterpillar 3408 engines.
“The boat is underpowered,” Gudjonsson says. “When it was 

refurbished in 1980 fuel prices wer e high and they wer e going t o  
do some crabbing and a little bit of tendering, so they went with  
those engines.”

“While the intent at the time was to be mor e economical in fuel 
costs, in t he end i t hasn’t turned out that way,” he says. “It isn’t  

economical because it takes you twice as long to get there.”
Gudjonsson says he’s had the engines over hauled twice since he  

bought the boat, but r ecently he hasn’t been putting huge numbers  
of hours on them.

“Maybe 500 hours per summer,” he says.
Gudjonsson has a 60-day charter with T rident and at the peak of  

the season when Pacific Fishing  spoke with him, he was  working 
around the seiners’ two days on, two days off fishing schedule.

“That gives us time to of fload in Ketchikan, get gr oceries, and go 
back out again,” he says.

“We picked up 370,000 pounds for two days, and it looks like it is  
starting to slow down. The season starts slow, heats up and towards 

Continued on page 18
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BoaT of THE moNTH F/V Autumn Dawn continued from page 17
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s unset on the stern in Ketchikan.

the end it kind of slows down. W e are over 61 days now and could  
get fired today or get more time,” Gudjonsson reported on Aug. 14.

A great cook: As on any boat, there are crew grumbles, Gudjons-
son says, but being well paid keeps them on board.

“They are hard to please!” he jok es. “But  it  takes money like  
everything else in this world . You try to pay people acc ordingly 
so everybody is happy . T here 
is a no-alcohol-or -drug policy, 
so there’s no  going out to  bars  
while on contract. I tell the hir ed 
crew: ‘You give me 60 days, you  
can have the job. If you can’t  
then don’t bother with it.’

 “I’ve had problems with peo-
ple that drink in previous years. 
So I would just anchor the boat  
out whenever we wer e in town.  
In recent years, we have not had 
as many of those types of issues,  
thankfully.”

The cook has been on boar d 
for six seasons, one crewman for 
three, and Gudjonsson’s son has  
been joining him on and of f the 
boat since he was 8 years old.

Gudjonsson says his cook has been a blessing.
“He’s fantastic. We’ve been very lucky,” he says, adding, “He says 

a prayer and thanks for us every day over our meals.”
While the Autumn Dawn is only used for tendering these days, it  

was a great crabber once, Gudjonsson points out.
“It was an extremely good platform for crabbing,” he says. “It has 

been a very good ship to me.”
Two mishaps: “She is a very good sea boat,” Gudjonsson says,  

recalling only two mishaps.
“In 1997 a crewmember ran it aground in Snow Pass in August of 

that summer. I have a day bunk  
in the wheelhouse and while he  
was s upposed to  wake m e up  
at a certain mark on the plot -
ter, inst ead decided t o t ake it  
through himself. It caused quite  
a bit of damage.”

Gudjonsson says they man -
aged to finish of f the tendering  
season, then went to a shipyar d 
in Ketchikan for repairs.

“We fixed the damage ther e, 
then went blue crab fishing,”  
he says confidently . “We opilio 
fished until 2005, which ended  
up being the las t year of c rab 
fishing for the Autumn Dawn.”

In that year during salm on 
season on his way to Hidden  

Falls from Craig, Gudjonsson says the Autumn Dawn was involved  
in a collision in Chatham Strait around 11:30 p.m.

Gudjonsson says a cr ewmember was on watch during rain and  
poor visibility while the Autumn Dawn proceeded north in Chatham 



 www.pacificfishing.com  £  ocToBER 2014  £  pacificfishing  £  19

GETTING THE JOB DONE
Owners: Gudjon Gudjonsson and Gretar Gudmundsson
Length and beam: 128 feet, 30 feet
Annual haulout shipyard: North Lake Shipyard
Power, main(s) and size: Twin Caterpillar 3408 @ 365 hp; 
    CAT 3306 genset, 185 kw
Lubricants: Mobil
Lubricant/oil retailer: Ballard Oil
Hydraulics: Motion & Flow Control Products
Refrigeration: Highland Refrigeration
Prop: Kruger & Sons
Autopilot: Robertson
Other pilothouse equipment: Furuno from Harris Electric
Outboard motor: Toshiba
Service for main: Hatton Marine (Mike Peach)
Hatches: Freeman
Survival suits: Mustang
Life rafts: Viking Life-Saving Equipment
Rope: Samson, Hampidjan
Pumps: Transvac
Chart systems: Nobeltec Coastal Explorer
Knives: Victorinox
Equipment retailer: Ballard Hardware
Airline used most frequently: Alaska Airlines
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Strait. The vessel Jennifer A was headed south.
“The t wo people on watch wer en’t paying  attention, and  

as well it  happ ened t o b e t he first  t ime we had t he AIS sy s-
tem on boar d,” Gudjonsson says. “They wer e not pay -
ing attention until the last minute when my guy turned to  
port and the Jennifer A  ended up colliding with us on the   
starboard side aft by the house.”

“I couldn’t have said it better myself then what the captain of the 
Jennifer A said to his cr ewman on watch immediately after the inci -
dent: ‘I told you this would happen if you didn’t pay attention!’ That 
statement couldn’t have been more true that evening.”

The hull of t he Autumn Dawn was p ermanently dented, consis-
tently raising eyebrows and awareness wherever the boat goes.

There was no str uctural damage except above the water  
line, which was pointed out to the Coast Guar d. So the cr ew of   
the Autumn D awn m ade nec essary repairs and c ontinued on to   
their destination.

“The lesson learned here is to be alert and pay attention as you are 
traveling the waters,” Gudjonsson says.

Giving thanks: “Without great opportunities there wouldn’t be 
great stories,” he says. “So my business partner Gr etar Gudmunds-
son and I would specifically like to express our gratitude and thanks 
to Mr. Chuck Bundrant for all the years of assistance in the crabbing 
industry. And a very special thanks to Mr. Dick Johnson for hiring us 
back in 1991 for salmon season.”

Gudjonsson adds: “There have been gr eat days and tough times  
between many years and a lot of cr ew. The one thing that stands is  
the integrity and str ength of this special boat. As I say to my cr ew 
when we come b ack from a season, ‘She has done it again. She  
brought us home another year.’”  
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YoUr BUSINESS Commentary

On Aug. 4, r esidents of a small town in southcentral British  
Columbia were awakened by nearly 15 million cubic meters of  
water, sand, and debris churning in Hazeltine Cr eek and headed 
for Quesnel Lake. In the days since the tailings dam at Mount   
Polley Mine gave way, chaos has ruled the lives of people who had 
lived a pretty idyllic existence. Bans wer e placed on drinking and  
bathing water, jobs were lost, and human property was devalued. 
Fish and wildlife hab itat was ravaged. Now , as one of the   
largest sockeye returns in a century enters Fraser River, the tribu-
tary responsible for 20 percent of the run is inundated with tons of 
toxic sludge.

This catastr ophic event underscor es the risks of placing   
large-scale development near crucial waterways. The consequenc-
es of a similar mishap in Alaska 
would touch the lives of nearly all  
of our residents, fr om those who  
rely on local foods for their tables to  
those with jobs in the billion-dollar  
seafood and visitor industries that 
fuel our communities. This is pr e-
cisely why the people of Bristol Bay 
are fighting so hard to protect their 
salmon resources. The same specter  
of fear exists in Southeast Alaska 
from the sleeping giant  named acid 
mine drainage.

British Columbia Premier Christy 
Clark is  pr omoting a n aggr essive 
development agenda and hopes to  
open nine lar ge mines by 2015. Of  
particular concern is the number of  
acid-generating operations aimed at  
our most highly productive salmon systems. Some, like the Unuk, 
Stikine, and Taku rivers, flow through both British Columbia and  
Alaska. Others, like the Nass River in British Columbia, pr ovide 
fish for both Canadian and U.S. fishermen.

Recently the Canadian government changed r egulations and 
permitting pr ocesses in ways  that a ppear to  fa vor i ndustries 
like mining. It’s unclear to us whether or not those r egulations 
are strong enough to pr otect the fish we catch, or if Canada will  
invest adequate resources to monitor and enforce its environmen-
tal laws. Since 2012, the Mount Polley Mine has been inspected 14   
times and has r eceived five warnings, all involving excessive  
wastewater and/or failing to report relevant data. Water in the 
ponds contained substances testing above allowable levels for  
human and animal consumption. Still, business continued mostly 
as usual at Mount Polley — until the breach. Why is that?

In Alaska, most fisheries ar e monitored on a daily basis. If   
violations are observed, citations are issued to the skipper, who is 
slapped with a fine. Three strikes can result in loss of your permit. 
In virtually all cases, the long-term consequences of an individual  
fishing violation pales in comparison to what is at stake should,  
say, one mine’s tailings dam erupt into critical habitat. So shouldn’t 
oversight and enfor cement at mines be at least as strict as it is   
for fisheries?

A Mount Polley–like event occurring on any of our rivers would 
be an econ omic and envir onmental disaster for a r egion where 
all communities depend on the health of the seafood industry . 
In Southeast Alaska and British Columbia, a mine failur e would 
directly impact salmon stocks and fisheries managed under the 
Pacific Salmon Treaty. State, provincial, and federal managers could 
be forced to restrict fisheries to rebuild stocks. And, our efforts to 
effectively market seafood “from the pris tine waters of Alaska” 
could be severely undermined.

If there is a silver lining to the Mount Polley catastr ophe, it’s 
the wake-up call everyone just got ab out the very r eal hazards  
associated wit h minin g near salmon-p roducing ri vers; it ’s a   
compelling call to action. 

Even before Mount Polley, a broad 
coalition of Alaskans, including our  
bipartisan congressional delegation, 
was calling on U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry to engage Canada on the 
impacts of lar ge-scale mine devel -
opment on an d nea r our  b order. 
We also encouraged the Canadian  
government to elevate the Kerr-
Sulphurets-Mitchell M ine (KS M) 
proposal to their highest level of  
scrutiny, a Panel Review . While it  
can’t guarantee that tragic accidents  
won’t occur, a Panel Review would 
at least offer an independent, expert  
assessment of the mine pr oposal, 
the associated technology, and the   
operating provisions.

Slated for the headwaters of  
the Unuk River, Southeast Alaska’s fourth-largest king salmon   
producer, KSM would be one of the world’s largest copper mines. 
Mine production will be six times that of Mount Polley, with two 
massive dams to hold tailings near the Nass River — a significant 
producer of coho and sockeye salmon for Southeast and British 
Columbia fisheries. Another coming attraction is Red Chris Mine 
in the prolific Stikine River watershed. Coincidentally, Red Chris is 
owned by Imperial Metals, the same company r esponsible for the  
Mount Polley debacle.

Mount Polley solidified our belief that a Panel Review must be  
an integral part of the KSM assessment process. It also ratcheted up 
our concerns about whether existing r egulatory and enforcement 
processes can safeguard the interests of our industry and residents 
in the face of massive mining development. Our work is far fr om 
done, and we will need your support.

In our view, the m ining industry and its  regulatory agencies 
would be wise to embrace a philosophy and practice best expressed 
by the legendary University of Southern California baseball coach, 
Rod Dedeaux: “Never make the same mistake once.”

Brian Lynch i s executi ve di rector o f the P etersburg V essel O wners 
Association. Dale Kelley is executive director of the Alaska   
Trollers Association.

by BRIAN LYNCH & DALE KELLEY

Mount Polley isn’t the only  
Canada mining threat

t he breach of a tailings pond dam at the Mount Polley Mine 
in british Columbia has raised concerns about the impact to 
salmon. Photo by Jonathan Hayward/t he Canadian Press
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LETTEr from UNaLaSKa by LAUREN ROSENTHAL

Seafood industry caught up in conflict over Ukraine
Cold wars? Tensions between Russia and the W est have been  

running high ever since tr oops entered Ukraine this winter . The 
international community has r esponded with heavy economic  
sanctions — and  o n Aug. 7, Rus sia hit bac k with a one-year   
embargo on food imports fr om some of its biggest trade partners.  
The United States, the European Union, Norway, and Australia 
were all affected.

When the b an came down, UniSea had 10 containers of raw   
pollock surimi on the water , bound for Russia. Since then, UniSea  
Vice President Tom Enlow said, they’ve been scrambling to find a  
buyer in Asia who has a sudden craving for surimi — and some  
way to get it there.

“All of the logistical ef fort that’s involved in finding new   
bookings on new shipping containers to new locations can get very 
complicated,” Enlow said.

UniSea isn’t the only company grappling with this pr oblem. At 
least one other major seafood supplier saw its containers get locked 
out of Russian ports. But ther e’s one way that W estern fish might  
still be making it over the border.

Russia’s ban doesn’t apply to seafood that was harvested in the  
West and significantly reprocessed in another nation — like China  
or Japan. And UniSea, for one, sells a huge amount of surimi to  
those nations.

“The secondary processor is our cust omer,” Enlow said. “What 
they convert it into and who they sell it to? W e don’t have much 
visibility of that.”

There’s been speculation that Russian food safety of ficials could 
crack down further, but as  of press time, they hadn’t clos ed the 
reprocessing loophole.

That’s not a comfort  to the Alaska seafood pr oducers who’ve 
been clamoring for a r eciprocal ban on Russian fish. The Alaska 
Bering Sea Crabbers ar e on board, along with some of the biggest  
processing companies in the s tate. All three members of Alaska’s 
congressional d elegation o utlined their s upport fo r an em bar-
go in a letter to Pr esident Barack Obama. They say it should go  
hand-in-hand with a diplomatic pr ess to get Russia to dr op its  
restrictions first.

Considering that Russia exported about $328 million worth of  
seafood to the United States last year, a reciprocal ban would send 
a powerful message. But it’s not clear what im pact it would have  
on the global seafood market. And with so many questions about 
how Russia’s embargo works — and where it may go next — some 
sectors are hanging back for now , rather than call for a fr eeze-out 
of Russian fish.

      
Live to be salty: The National Institute for Occupational Safety  

and Health has  been s tudying the c ommercial fishing ind ustry 
for 20 years. Falling overboar d causes at least a thir d of all fishing  
fatalities — but that’s still not enough to persuade some old salts to 
put on a life jacket.

That’s why NIOSH is doubling down with a new campaign to  
promote personal flotation devices. It’s based on a fictional fisher -
man character named Angus Iversen — a 50-ish man with graying 
hair and heavy scruff. He’s featured in a series of posters, stickers,  
and even a cardboard cutout, promoting PFDs with catchy slogans: 
“Sure, PFDs get in the way . In the way of YOU DROWNING.” 
He directs fishermen to www.livetobesalty.org — a new website,  
where NIOSH has compiled research on the kinds of PFDs that are 
favored by longliners, crabbers, and other gear types.

Iversen’s face cropped up all over Unalaska 
and Bristol Bay this summer , thanks to T ed 
Teske, a NIOS H c ommunications s pecial-
ist. I watched Teske launch the c ampaign in  
person — slapping Angus stickers on boxes of 
Xtratufs and life jackets at Alaska Ship Supply.

Teske said NIOSH will be r olling through over the next year  
to see how Angus is catching on. If fishermen seem to be getting 
the message, NIOSH will m ove on to the next phase — cr eating 
an Angus Iversen–type to promote PFDs in other fishing hotspots.  
Eventually, T eske said, NIOSH could do the same kind of   
campaign in some of the other high-risk industries it studies, like  
mining or gas extraction.

      
Hazardous materials: I t’s not every d ay that we s ee a   

military C-130 plane land at the tiny airstrip her e in Unalaska. But 
in August, the giant air craft lumbered into town with 20 National  
Guardsmen aboard.

The Guard’s Civil Support Team travels the state helping local 
law enforcement respond to emergencies. Capt. William Yeo said 
they’ve never been called to Unalaska,  which made it a perfect  
place to conduct a drill. The team specializes in handling hazar d-
ous materials, so local businesses pitched in to dump a shipping  
container and a few barrels of supposedly corrosive chemicals on 
the beach near the Alyeska Seafoods plant.

The National Guar d spent a few hours training the Unalaska  

Continued on page 37
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SoUTHErN cLImES by DANIEL MINTZ 

California salmon season lags; water worries loom
Go north :  Limited by windy weather in May and June,  

California’s commercial salmon season is lagging behind last year ’s 
as of the end of July , and landings have been mor e robust in the  
state’s northern ports.

The farther north you go, the better the fishing, according to tallies 
released by the state’s Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW). From 
May through July, a total of 1.8 million pounds of Chinook salmon — 
137,000 fish — was landed.

Break it down port by port and the northward landings expansion 
is easily noticed. In Monter ey, 7,500 fish wer e landed, while the San  
Francisco haul was about 52,000 fish. Fort Bragg’s landing total for 
the period is 78,000 fish.

Eureka and Crescent City are in the Klamath Management Zone,  
where the season opens Sept. 12 and has a modest 4,000-fish quota.

Though July was a fairly strong month, the totals fall short of those 
seen in last year’s season, which was the best in recent memory.

Through July 2013, Fort Bragg’s landings totaled about 97,000 fish. 
San Francisco’s more than doubled this year at 131,389 fish, and Mon-
terey’s total dwarfed this year’s, coming in at around 27,000 fish.

The season tallies ar en’t exactly a surprise, since this year ’s  
preseason forecasts, though satisfactory, were smaller than those for  
the 2013 season.

Monterey’s landings confounded expectations, though. Melodie  
Palmer-Zwahlen of the DFW’s Ocean Salmon Project said 21,000 fish 
were expected to be landed in Monterey in May, but only about 4,000 
came in.

Why the lack? She r eported that ocean water temperatur es are 
above normal there, with one reading in July hitting 69 degrees — the 
highest ever recorded for that month.

California fishermen with the  means and the pe rmits to fish in  

Oregon are reportedly doing better ther e than 
they had in the Fort Bragg area through August.

In  a l l ,  i t ’ s  been a  fa i r - to-middl ing  
California s almon s eason as  of this writing,   
and it’s safe to say that it won’t match last   
year’s season-end total of about 300,000 fish. 

      
Klamath death watch: Since the numbers are unremarkable, there 

really hasn’t been much attention paid to the state’s salmon season. 
Next year, things will start to get mor e interesting, and probably not 
in a good way.

The first tremors of dr ought impact will be felt, and watershed 
watchers are already hanging in suspense. This t ime around, the 
sense of im pending doom is m ost palpable in the Klam ath Basin, 
where tribal members and watershed advocates warn of the risk of a 
mass fish kill like the one seen in 2002.

As of August, flows in the lower Klamath River wer e even worse 
than t hose seen in  t he y ear of t he ma ss k ill, and t emperatures  
exceeded the salmon-stressing threshold of 72 degrees.

A mount ing sense of alarm spik ed when t he U.S. Bur eau of   
Reclamation announced that, due to low water supply, it wouldn’t 
authorize this year’s scheduled releases from Trinity Lake to boost 
Klamath flows.

Back in 2002, t he battle was one of “fish versus farms.” It  still is,  
but it’s taken a curious turn.

      
Fish versus fish: The bureau’s reasoning for withholding the 

water releases pitted the Klam ath’s fall run Chinook salmon —  
deemed as merely a species of concern — against the Sacramento  
River’s fall and winter run Chinook, which are listed as endangered.

The Trinity Reservoir ’s cold wat er is in limit ed supply due t o 
drought and has to be held at the r eady for the endanger ed fish, 
the bureau’s officials explained. But they of fered a consolation: If a   
Klamath die-off starts, water will be released to quell it.

That one went  over like a dead fish in Klamath country . Tribal 
members, river advocat es, and t he area’s political representatives 
assertively questioned why Trinity River water diversion to the Cen-
tral Valley and its lar ge-scale farms continued this year as dr ought 
threatened the viability of fisheries.

They also argued that water needs to be r eleased before a fish kill  
starts because Trinity Reservoir water takes up to four days to r each 
the lower Klamath.

As these wor ds ar e being written, the outcome of the water   
lobbying seems positive. As this column’s deadline loomed, North  
Coast Congressman Jared Huffman announced that the bureau “kept 
listening to the gr owing evidence of a loom ing disaster for salmon 
and is now doing the right thing” by agreeing to release water to the 
Trinity and Klamath rivers.

But wherever the water ultimately falls, fish are sure to continue to 
suffer, be they from the Klamath or Sacramento basins.

Since b oth ar eas ar e g etting fl ow b oosts, t here w ill b e le ss  
supply for next year . An even mor e intense season of discon -
tent awaits should this winter be like the las t one. As it is , there’s 
not enough water to serve a ll of t he state’s needs, and if  drought  
continues, it could give rise to some awful thoughts.

One of them could be that the Central V alley’s farming  
industry has t o do what  t he st ate’s fishing  indust ry has done:   
produce less food.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County’s government and natural 
resources industries for more than a decade.
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by MICHEL DROUINB.c. UpdaTE
A tenderman’s log: working the Fraser River

Getting the call: We had rumors of a spectacular Fraser River  
sockeye salmon return this year, with the high expectations based  
on the huge 2010 run. But by the end of the first week in August, I 
was starting to wonder if it was going to happen at all.

Then ar ound noon on  
Aug. 10, Mas, t he t ender 
coordinator for the Cana -
dian Fis hing Co ., c alled 
me and said he needed me  
to be the sixth man on the  
100-foot Hesquiat, a beauti -
ful old t ender vessel I had  
worked on before. She was 
built in 1944 as  a tender  
vessel for the Royal Cana -
dian Air Force. She’s b een 
packing fish since 1947.

The crew joined the boat  
down at Steveston Fisher-
man’s Wharf on Aug. 11, 
the day of the first Fraser  
River gillnet opening. The  
gillnetters wer e to  get a  
three-hour opening. T alk 
about a classic Gilligan’s 
Island joke. A three-hour cruise.

After our s afety orientation, we s et off for the form er Ocean  
Fisheries plant upriver to get r efrigerated water and ice. While  
there, we picked up two catch validators fr om the monitoring   
company J.O. Thomas and Associates.

Loaded up with two holds full of cold water , we went back  
down to Steveston and anchor ed up in view of the public sales  
dock and fish and chip restaurants.

The fishery opened from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
We wer e pr omised some fish tossers to help us unload the  

gillnetters, but while we wer e waiting, one small gillnetter with  
mechanical problems came in befor e the opening was over and  
delivered. It was a small vessel, har dly more than a speed boat  
with a gillnet dr um on the s tern, but they had  the net full of fis h 
wrapped on the drum and about 100 picked out. They delivered 
about 70 of the sockeye to us and went to tie up and unwrap the 
rest of the fish from the net.

Fish throwers arrive: Meanwhile, Mas had started ferrying  
some fish throwers from shore in his r unabout for us, so we went  
from a crew of six to eight with the validators, then 16 with the  
eight fish t hrowers on b oard. Later we had a company  g illnet  
manager and Mas on boar d too, so ther e were 18 people on the  
boat. As soon as the fishery closed at 6 p.m. we wer e swamped 
with boats and had two unloading stations using the winches and  
booms fore and aft. So we were unloading four gillnetters at a time.

The fish pitchers wer e mostly young high school students fr om 
15 to 18 years old and very good workers. Some wer e a little   
clumsy, having never handled a fresh 7-pound sockeye before, but 
they got into the swing of things and pr etty soon were able to toss 
100 into an unloading tub in a hurry.

Wes, our cook, had made us dinner before the c lose at 6 p.m ., 
and Mas made sure a huge order of fried chicken and fr ench fries 
was available for our fish pitchers.

The unloading pr oceeded hot and heavy on both sides of the  

boat until it slacked of f, and we finished the  
hectic unloading at 10:30 p.m.

Some boats had deliver ed more than 700  
fish for the three-hour opening, and some in  

t h e 
range of 100. In the end,  
the average was ab out 300 
per boat. W e unloaded  
about 30 boats for a load of   
59,000 pounds.

We delivered the f ish in 
Vancouver the next morn -
ing, Aug. 12, and r eturned 
the boat to Steveston. That  
was the end of my first  
opening on the river.

Next opener, new boat: 
For the next opening on  
Aug. 19, I was sent out on  
the ex -seiner Ocean Royal , 
the vessel I was on for five  
months of science charters  
last year. The skipper, engi-
neer, and I ar e a familiar  
team. A deckhand joined us.

The fishing period was longer than the week befor e, open from 
11 a.m. until 7 p.m.

t he tender vessel h esquiat has been packing fish on the british Columbia 
coast since 1947.

Continued on page 38
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ToUGH GIrL by AMY MAJORS

A crazy season in Bristol Bay ends with fulfillment

To fish with us: 
call 1-800-426-5490   
and ask for Alaska Support.

Happiness is

A big set…
Your success is our business —

thank you for fishing with us.

“I finally figured out who in t he hell wrote ‘I love Tough Girl’ 
on a piece of aluminum  a few years  ago while you wer e herring  
fishing with us,” I told my sister on the worst cellular phone I’ve  
ever had in my entire life.

“Oh yeah, that one sign on the breakwater in Craig, Alaska,” she 
replied, before beginning to giggle.

“I was hitching a ride fr om Seamar to The Fisherman’s Bar  
in Naknek, because the c abs are too expensive here, plus all the   
drivers I’ve met  drive ar ound blazed out of their minds eat ing 
nachos and Zing ers all day,” I said. “The g uy who pick ed me up  
was from Petersburg, and he told me it was his friend who made  
the sign. I me ntioned possibly using darker letters next time so 
everyone could read it in the magazine.”

We were out picking fish at 3  
this morning  when some guy  
nicknamed The Devil ran over  
our cork line. He almost got  
stuck while he was act ing like a 
dick, jamming gears. This place  
is crazy. Between the ramming and corking at the Johnson Hill line 
for only a few fish, they pr oved who was “king of the mountain”  
and who had the larger you know what.

We were just shy of 10,000 pounds each day, but o n my birth-
day God was looking d own. At two bucks a pound  he m ade us 
high boat! Even though I didn’t have beer or close friends to hang  
with on that day, I can tell you all this girl needs to be content is 
to be home on the water catching fish or in the woods shooting   
something.

“Chop Chop always calls me Amers,” I told 
my captain, Mike, on the Northern Fury, and it 
kind of stuck throughout the season.

It was July 4, t he t raditional peak  of t he 
Bristol Bay sockeye run, and I was at the roller 
again on another hot, flat-calm day.

“Come her e for a second. I want to tell you some -
thing,” my captain said, laughing, as he waved me over to  
the wheelhouse window . “Y ou’re causing quite the r uck-
us out her e! Every single b oat ar ound her e either has   
binoculars on y ou, or t he captain is y elling at their crew to stop 
staring at you and to get back to work, and the radio … that’s   
even worse!” 

I to ok one lo ok at the   
situation and discovered Mike 
was right. Once again, I’m  
under an immense amount  
of pr essure fr om everyone  
in sight to live up to my pen  

name and to be the perfect deckhand.
“This blows,” I told myself, as I continued to pick fish as quickly 

as I could.
With these two-a-day openings her e at Naknek, is it better just  

to stay awake after you finish brailing and cleaning the deck? Or 
is it be tter to get a two-hour nap before you start fishing again? I 
decided to experiment by sleeping in full rain gear along the side of 
the boat for 20-minute intervals. It seemed to work out better than  
disrobing and jum ping into a nic e, warm bunk for what always  
seems like five minutes befor e having to wake up and put on the  
same stinky clothes again. I just need to bring one of those foldout  
couch things next year.

After an impressive, short-lived show, it was like the light switch 
turned off July 6, and the big r un had ended. Sure, there were still 
fish to be caught, but the majority were already upriver.

The next day, I caught word from a couple of buddies in Sitka — 
the Southeast switch was on. Guys wer e catching 25,000 pounds  
of dogs per set  at Amalga Harbor. At 68 cent s a p ound, I k new I 
needed to get my ass back down there.

Heading for Naknek on July 1 1, I jumped aboar d a tender and 
baked cupcakes for the crew for the ride to town. On July 12, I flew 
out of Naknek with my friend Nate! Who would’ve guessed that  
we’d be on the s ame exact flight both into and out of Bris tol Bay, 
but that’s how life works.

Nate and I said goodbye until next year, and my dog and I were 
on top of Deer Mountain six hours later in Ketchikan. I enjoyed  
every single second I had with my dog, Hoonah Sound, but the  
next morning I had to fly again. To Sitka. We got the net wet on the 
Shackleton two days later.

How the time does fly by! Just one month earlier , I had put my  
entire life in storage to go up to the crazy unknown, having no clue 
what to expect let alone what I was actually doing with my life. I  
made it happen, though, and it was the most exciting and fulfilling 
thing I’ve done in years! After spending a month in Brist ol Bay, I 
am here to say that if you give this girl a set of wings, she goes and 
does something new.

Seining in Sout heast and squid or alb acore after that — it’s all  
up in the air before I head to Norway to fish in the dead of winter.

Tough Girl is ready to rumble!

Amy Majors writes monthly for Pacific Fishing.

“c hop c hop always calls me Amers,” I told my  
captain, Mike, on the n orthern Fury, and it kind of 
stuck throughout the season.
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by WESLEY LOYaLaSKa NoTEBooK
Alaska salmon catch makes forecast; relief checks coming

Salmon summary: Alaska’s salmon harvest exceeded the   
relatively modest expectations coming into the season.

On Aug. 23, with the season winding  down, t he st atewide  
all-species catch stood at 139 million fish, well beyond the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game forecast of 133 million.

Alaska, of course, has seen much larger salmon harvests. In 2013, 
for instance, the catch tallied nearly 273 million fish on the strength 
of a record pink salmon haul.

This season, pink returns were expected to be much smaller, and 
they were. The catch stood at 85 million pinks, including 42 million 
in Prince William Sound, 30 million in Southeast Alaska, and 10  
million at Kodiak.

It’s probably a good thing the pink fishing slowed down this  
year, as the industry is still struggling to market the pack from last 
year’s blockbuster catch of 219 million pinks.

Sockeye is Alaska’s most valuable salmon cr op, and the   
statewide catch exceeded 42 million fish, well above the forecasted 
33.6 million.

      
Disaster relief coming: In F ebruary, y ou’ll r ecall, federal   

officials said $20.8 million in disaster aid wou ld go to Alaska in 
connection with poor Chinook salmon r eturns to parts of the state 
in recent years.

Various government, fishing, and Alaska Native representatives 
huddled to decide how to dispense the money , and wor d came 
in mid-August that an initial installment of $7.8 million will be   
distributed as “direct payments” to commercial fishermen. Of this, 
$4.6 million will go to the Cook Inlet region and $3.2 million will go 
to the Yukon-Kuskokwim region.

“Impacted fishermen will be receiving their application for these 
disaster relief funds in the mail,” the National Marine Fisheries   
Service said in an Aug. 18 press release.

An aide to U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, said checks   
“hopefully will go out in September or October.”

It remains unclear how the remaining $13 million will be spent.
      

Observer ruling: A federal judg e in August upheld Alaska’s 
restructured fishery observer program.

But the judge ruled that NMFS violated federal law by “failing 
to consider whether the data collected by observers would still be  
reliable in the face of significant observer cost increases.”

The judge ordered the agency to prepare a st udy known as a  
supplemental environmental assessment.

Jim B alsiger, Alaska a dministrator f or NM FS, s aid he  w as 
pleased t he cour t u pheld t he ob server p rogram, wh ich wa s 
expanded in 2013 to include the halibut fleet. Pr eviously, the   
program focused primarily on Alaska’s major groundfish harvests.

U.S. District Judge H. Russel Holland’s Aug. 6 ruling marked a  
partial victory for The Boat Co., a Sitka s portfishing and ecotour-
ism company that sued NMFS, challenging the observer pr ogram 
as inadequate.

“The restructured program doubled the daily cost of observer  
coverage, leading to a sharp r eduction of human obs ervers on 
certain high-volume trawlers that are responsible for significant 
bycatch of salmon and Pacific halibut in the Gulf of Alaska,” said a 
press release from The Boat Co. and Earthjustice. “The court r uled 
that NMFS arbitrarily ignored the potential impacts of incr eased 
costs and lower observer coverage.”

Balsiger said t he envir onmental assess -
ment wo uld loo k at “program c osts and   
coverage levels.”

      
Arctic CDQ? Under curr ent U.S. policy, 

commercial fishing is  banned in the Arctic Ocean off northern 
Alaska.

That p olicy conceivab ly could chang e i f viab le fish st ocks  
develop in the warming Arctic waters.

Under that scenario, northern Alaska r esidents could enjoy  
exclusive fishing rights under a pr oposed amendment to the   
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

A section titled “Arctic Community Development Quota” says 
that, should a fishery open in the Arctic, the North Pacific Fishery  
Management Council “shall set aside not less than 10 percent of the 
total allowable catch therein as a community development quota 
for coastal villages north and east of the Bering Strait.”

This communit y development  quot a would b e similar t o  
lucrative catch rights alr eady enjoyed by villages bor dering the 
Bering Sea, which is rich in groundfish and crab.

Alaska’s Begich is overseeing r evisions to the Magnuson-
Stevens Act as chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Oceans,   
Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard.

The draft legislation is online at tinyurl.com/k6klzmv.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing  magazine and producer of   
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.
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fISH facTor by LAINE WELCH & STEPHANIE MANGINI

Alaska Chinook research begins to yield answers

Ready for

THE NEXT
100 YEARS

 Grand Opening, Fishermen’s Terminal, January 10, 1914.portseattle.org

King science: Mor e t han 100  r esearchers an d t hree dozen   
projects are under way to find clues as to why Alaska’s Chinook 
salmon production has declined since 2007.

The amb itious ef fort marks the st art of a st ate-backed, five-
year, $30-million Chinook salmon research initiative that includes 
12 major river systems fr om Southeast Alaska to the Yukon. And 
while it will be years before the project yields definitive data, the 
scientists have pinned down some early findings.

“It’s not the fresh water production of the juvenile Chinook that 
is the r eason this decline is occurring. It’s being driven by poor  
marine survival,” said Ed Jones, the lead for the initiative and sport 
fish coordinator for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

“We don’t know why, but once these juvenile Chinook salmon 
are entering the ocean, they are not surviving at the rates they once 
did,” Jones said. “And at the same, we also are seeing younger and 
smaller Chinook returning to spawn, and this obviously r esults in 
smaller fish being caught.”

At each river system, the Chinook team is estimating how many 
young fish are going to the ocean, refining estimates of how many 
older fish are returning to spawn, and tracking the marine catches.

“That’s an e ffort to  estimate the harv ests o f these 12  indica-
tor stocks in detail,” he explained. “So we’r e going to implement   
tagging pr ograms on the juveniles, and as they go out to the  
ocean, they’ll be marked with an adipose fin clip. W e also will  
include a tiny coded wire tag in their heads, and those will be sent  
to the Juneau lab, wher e we can tell when and wher e those fish   
were released. With those thr ee components , we can do full   
stock reconstruction.”

Jones said his primary 
focus is on the Kuskok -
wim and Yukon rivers  
because o f the im por-
tance of Chinook salmon 
to subsistence users.

Chinook spend up to five years in the ocean and pr oduction 
goes through up-and-down cycles. A few years ago, W est Coast 
and British Columbia stocks were said to be doomed, but they have 
rebounded and are at record numbers in some cases. Jones believes 
that’s also what will occur in Alaska.

      
Super salmon PR: Cordovans have long used a tactic to make  

sure that their region’s famous salmon remains in the spotlight —  
they invite food pros from all over the country and show them the 
ropes. Eight visitors wer e in town in July  for the annual sockeye  
tour, including a cookbook writer, a radio journalist, food bloggers, 
and photographers.

“We showed them the Copper River watershed and how that is  
a big part of our fishery ,” said Nelly  Hand, execut ive director of 
the Copper River/Prince W illiam Sound Marketing Association. 
“We went out to the glacier, and they got to see the sonar counting 
station from ADF&G and the practices being done here for sustain-
ability. We took them through a processing plant and out fishing on 
the Copper River delta. They met the state biologists, and they got  
to be a part of the community.”

A highlight, of course, was eating the fis h. The visitors were 
treated to a “moveable potluck” in the homes of local fishermen’s  
wives. The potluck featur ed salmon “cooked every sing le way — 
chowder and smoked and caviar,” Hand said.

It was the seventh year that Cor dova’s salmon fishermen have 
invited Outside visitors to town.

“Our guests were on Twitter and Facebook and Instagram and 
sharing pictures and updates live of what they wer e learning   
during the week,” Hand said, “so people acr oss the country could 
also have the experiences of what we were doing every single day.”

Another group of visitors was to arrive in late August for a coho 
tour to round out the season.

Hand credits the local fishermen’s marketing association for the 
program’s success. The st ate created an opport unity in 2004 for 
fishermen to tax themselves on their catches (any species) and form 
their own marketing groups.

“I think that is what makes it really unique — we are fishermen-
funded and fishermen-run,” Hand s aid. “Our board is made up  
of 11 different fishermen, and t hat’s who is making our decisions  
and creating our pr ograms. And all together we ar e working to   
maximize the quality of the fish that we ar e sharing fr om  
our region.”

      
Kelp craze: Kelp is the latest cr op that fish farmers ar e cashing 

in on, and Alaska could follow Canada’s innovation and success.
That cou ntry’s lar gest salmon  g rower, Cook e Aquaculture, 

recently l aunched i ts ow n li ne of cer tified or ganically g rown  
seaweeds, including two different kinds — winged and sugar kelp. 
The products are being s old under Cooke’ s True North Salm on 
brand, and both can be served fresh or cooked.

The sea plants, along with blue mussels and Atlantic salmon, are 
grown in New Brunswick’s Bay of Fundy in a so-called integrated  

Continued on page 38 
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LISTEN Up by JENNIFER HAWKS

Your source for podcast recommendations
What is a podcast : A dig ital audio file a vailable on the I nternet for downloading to a c omputer or list ening on a   
portable media player such as an iPod, MP3 player, iPad, or smartphone. Most podcasts run between a few minutes to 
an hour.

Where to find podcasts : iTunes, Amazon, and the podcast producer’s website are the most common sources. Use a 
search engine using the key words “podcast” and whatever your subject of interest is to find episodes or sho ws that 
you might enjoy. In addition, Pacific Fishing will feature several recommendations from Jennifer hawks (producer and host of My Yukon l ife 
podcast radio) in this column. 

How to listen: You can usually play it directly from the podcast producer’s website or download it from iTunes or Amazon to your computer 
or media player, then play it at your convenience.

The cost: Most podcasts are free, though not all. The cost per podcast varies and can be charged per podcast or on a subscription basis. 

Ocean River Institute: Episode 73: Saving Bristol Bay Salmon, 
Alaska’s Red Gold
http://tinyurl.com/oot62nu
Podcast length: 54 minutes, 23 seconds
Cost: You can listen to it for free using your Internet browser, or 
you can download it as an MP3 file from that page.
About the Ocean River Institute: It’s a nonprofit organization  
dedicated to helping people and groups make a difference where 
they live and work through environmental stewardship and  
science.
Description: The proposed Pebble M ine would be s ituated at the  
headwaters of Bristol Bay. Bristol Bay is home to the lar gest wild 
and sustainable sockeye salmon fishery in the world. The r eason 
for concern ab out the mine is it s proximity to essential sockeye 
spawning habitat. Leaks fr om the mine’s tailings deposits could  
damage the fishery.

Host Rob Moir, president and executive dir ector of the Ocean  
River Institute Bristol Bay, talks with Alaska fishermen Katherine 
Carscallen and Brett Veerhusen about the Bristol Bay fishery and  
why they believe the mine is a bad idea.

BBC Radio 4: Short Cuts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/shortcuts
Podcast lengths: 28 to 30 minutes
Cost: You can listen to them for free using your Internet browser 
or you can download as an MP3 file from that page.
About the BBC: The BBC isn’t just news with British accents; they 
also offer a number of different podcast series. This one is “Short 
Cuts,” with new episodes released every week.

A few episode descriptions:
Anonymity, 22 Apr 14: Josie Long pr esents a sequence of mini-

documentaries exploring what happens when nobody knows your 
name. Is intimacy true intimacy when the two of you never meet in 
person? If in being anonymous you could present your true self to 
the rest of the world, what kind of person would you be?

Trespass, 08 Apr 14: L ong ventures where she shouldn’t with 

this sequence of short documentaries about acts of trespass. A door 
isn’t worth opening unless it has a big sign on it that says, “Do   
not open.”

The Fear, 29 Oct 13: Long gets scared as she presents a sequence 
of frightening mini-documentaries. Is every b ump in t he night 
caused by just an overactive imagination?

HowStuffWorks.com: Stuff You Should Know
http://tinyurl.com/pm8936y
Podcast lengths: 30 minutes to over an hour
Cost: You can listen to it for free using your Internet browser or in 
iTunes.
About HowStuffWorks.com: From the same folks who have br ought 
you such informative information as “Why do men have nipples?” 
comes a seri es of p odcasts about, well, almost everything. Hosts 
Chuck and Jos h explor e how online dating works, how cave   
dwellers work (d o they c ommute?), how 3D printers work.   
Basically, they cover everything that keeps you up at night wonder-
ing. Did you know that there’s a flavor of tofu that tastes like human 
flesh? Actually, there’s not, but the Donner Party was real. How the 
Donner Party Worked  is an episode dedicated to a gr oup of immi-
grants in 1846-47 who under extreme circumstances were forced to 
resort to cannibalism to survive. How did it get to that point? You 
might be surprised how eas ily it happened. The story is a c reepy 
but also fascinating chapter in American history. Even the group’s 
cannibalism rules ( relatives not eating relatives was one) were  
surreal. It certainly put new meaning into the word party.

If you have r equests or sugg estions or podcast r ecommenda-
tions, email the editor at editor@pacificfishing.com.

Jennifer Hawks is the host and producer of the international podcast   
program My Yukon Life, which you can hear at www.MyYukonLife.
com. My Yukon Life special guests include bush pilots, trappers, dog  
mushers, and other interesting folks in the Yukon and Alaska. There’s 
even some pretty darned good local music in there.
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Professional s ervices

Fishing Vessels 
Tug & Barge 
Dredging 
Floating Cranes 
Cargo & Misc. 
New Vessels 
Conversions 
Stability Analysis 

Hockema & Whalen 
Associates

Seattle WA 98107 E-mail: boatstuff@hockema.com 
5450 Leary Avenue NW #252 Tel:  206 365 0919 

N a v a l  A r c h i t e c t s  •  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s  

Jackson, Morgan
& Hunt, PLLC

4123 California Ave SW #101

www.jmhseattle.com

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
MARITIME ATTORNEYS

Proctor in Admiralty
Over 30 years experience

Trials, appeals, mediations, arbitrations
Injury and Wage Claims

Salvage
Collisions

Shipyard Claims
Liens

Contracts
Charter Parties
Joint Ventures

Fisheries
Tug and Barge

Marine Insurance Disputes
Coast Guard Licensed Master

Gibbons & Associates, P.S.
ph 206-381-3340; fax 206-381-3341

cell 206-419-6971
email svg@gibbonslawgroup.com

SE HABLA ESPANOL9309 Glacier Hwy,  Ste. B-200  • Juneau, AK 99801 •   info@ermcpa.com •  www.ermcpa.com

Tax • Accounting • Attest

We Serve

Tap inTo The power of presence  
in The fleeT’s favoriTe magazine!

Reserve space by 10/14/14* for your high visibility 
exposure in the world’s most productive and  
lucrative commercial fishing industry. Pacific  
Fishing captures the essence of the North Pacific 
fisheries on all levels.

pacific fishing is a powerful presence in  
The norTh pacific! Be parT of iT.

Contact Diane Sandvik, Advertising Sales, at  
206-920-5516 or dianes@pacificfishing.com

Download our 2014 media kit at www.pacificfishing.com

*10/14/14 for the December ‘14 issue  •  Ad materials due 10/21/14
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Plastic traps for spot prawn/shrimp,  
Tanner/Dungeness crab and lobster

Phone: (714) 903-0433    Fax: (714) 899-2794

Web: WWW.OCEANTRAPS.COM
Email: oceantraps@aol.com

Establish your real estate  
in PACIFIC FISHING magazine!

Make sure that your name, contact  details and  
services are in  the fleet's hands EVERY month.

Set up a single or double Marketplace ad:
Call: 206-920-5516 or email: dianes@pacificfishing.com

Buyers of high-quality Alaskan and Canadian 
caught longline halibut and black cod.

We buy in all fishing areas anD  
We offer great prices. 

“Call us today for a quote on your trip!”

MAIN OFFICE:

Phone ...........206-232-5040
Fax ..................206-232-4413
Dana Cell ....206-295-7500
Tyler Cell .....206-354-7717
Dispatch ......4944

BELLINGHAM OFFICE:

Phone ...........360-676-1606
Fax ..................360-671-7855
Tony Cell .....360-739-3656
Dispatch ......5644

Dana f. besecKer co., inc.

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

Frank Kehoe
Custom Painting

Boats · Trucks  

Murals
Seattle
(206) 972-5017
kehoesigns@gmail.com

SOME PEOPLE CAN 
FIX  ANYTHING.

PACIFIC FISHING

AD ON

MARKETPLACE

2.3125 x 3.625”

Worldwide Maritime Transportation 
Marine Logistics • Engineering • Full Service Shipyard

www.foss.com/shipyards

 Need repairs? 
Get back on the 
water fast with 
Foss. 
 Call Jon at 
206.281.3864 or 
206.200.0530 or 
email jhie@foss.
com.
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LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ................................$450K
PWS SEINE ...............................WANTED
COOK INLET SEINE .........................$16K
KODIAK SEINE ...........................WANTED
SE GILLNET ....................................$12K
KODIAK GILLNET ...............................N/A
NORTON SOUND ..............................$2K
HOONAH POUND .......................WANTED
CRAIG POUND ...........................WANTED
PWS POUND .....................................N/A
SALmoN
S.E. DRIFT .........................................N/A
PWS DRIFT ..................................$235K
COOK INLET DRIFT ............................N/A
COOK INLET SET .....................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ..................................N/A
AREA M SET .....................................N/A
BBAY DRIFT ..............................$173.5K
BBAY SET..................................WANTED
SE SEINE .....................................$310K
PWS SEINE ..................................$249K 
KODIAK SEINE ................................$55K
CHIGNIK SEINE ..................................N/A
AREA M SEINE ...............................$70K

POWER TROLL ...............................$41K
HAND TROLL ..................................$12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT .....................$35K
PUGET SOUND SEINE ...................$248K
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ..........................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ..................WANTED 
SE DUNGY 150 POT .......................$36K 
SE DUNGY 75 POT .........................$18K
SE POT SHRIMP LEASE ....................$4K
SE RED/TANNER .............$165K W/GEAR
SE BRN/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE RED/TANNER ..........................$150K
SE BRN ...............................$80K OFFER
KODIAK TANNER <60’ ....................$28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK .................................$79K
SE CUCUMBER ...............................$33K 
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .......$300K OFFER
CAL NEAR SHORE .....................WANTED
CAL SQUID ................................WANTED
CAL SQUID LITE BOAT ...............WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .....................$70K OFFER
CAL TROLL................................WANTED

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
ifQ AD CopY 1 CoL X 2”
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

10,000# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
4,000# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ $22
2,500# “C” WY BCOD BLKD @ $25

9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
25,000# “B” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $15.25

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

1,100# “D” 2C HAL BLKD @ $42
10,000# “B/C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED

800# “C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ $22
3,600# “C” 3B HAL BLKD @ $20

3,500# “B” 4A HAL UNBLKD @ $20
5,000# “B” 4A HAL BLKD @ $18

20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2116m – 32 X 13'3" KG MARINE STERNPICKER,  
GMC 6V92 REBUIL T IN 2008,  TWIN DISC 5111 
GEAR, 6 AND 8 CUBE HYD PUMPS,  BOW THRUST-
ER, PROP CLEANOUT , SLIDING REEL W/INTERNAL 
DRIVE AND AUTO LEVEL WIND. P ACKS 16K IN   
INSULATED HOLDS W/7.5 TON IMS RSW. WELL 
MAINTAINED, STABLE PLATFORM. ASKING ONLY 
$210K.

p2115m – 32 X 14.5 CURR Y STERNPICKER, GMC  
6V92 MAIN,  4.5KW AUX, 10 TON RSW, NARROW 
REEL W/AUTO LEVELWIND, CONSTANT FLOW  
HYDRAULICS. RADAR, PLOTTER, AUTOPILOT. RARE  
CLASSIC CURRY. ONLY $249K.

p2122m – ALFA TOPHOUSE FLUSH DECK STERN -
PICKER, 700HP LUGGER MAIN,  HEA VY DUTY   
HYDRAULICS FOR THRUSTER, DECK GEAR,  RSW 
AND POWER STEERING,  CURR Y FIXED NARROW  
REEL W/REXROTH DRIVE, AUTO LEVELWIND,  
REMOTE CONTROL IN TOPHOUSE. COMPLETE  
ELECTRONICS. VERY WELL MAINTAINED. ALL THE 
BELLS AND WHISTLES FOR 1/2 THE PRICE OF NEW. 
ONLY $300K.

p2121m – 58 DEL TA COMBO, LOW HOURS ON 
CAT 3408T REBUILT IN 2011,  65KW JOHN DEERE 
W/35/25 HYD, 20KW ISUZU, 30 TON CUSTOM RSW 
W/40 TON TITANIUM CHILLER.  P ACKS 120K IN 2 
HOLDS. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL UPDATED 
WITH LOTS OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. CALL 
OR EMAIL FOR CURRENT SURVEY WITH PHOTOS.  
AVAILABLE UNTIL 11-30-14. $1.325M.

p2102m – 55 X 18 ALUMINUM SHORE SEINER,  
3408 CAT MAIN W/7000 HOURS, TWIN DISC 
514, ISUZU 6BBI RUNNING HYDRAULICS, 5KW  
NORTHERN LITES, 18 TON IMS HYDRAULIC RSW , 
PACKS 85K IN 3 HOLDS W/GOOD CIRCULA TION. 
DUAL RADARS, COMPUTER W/NOBEL TEC, COLOR 
SOUNDER, 2 GPS, SAT PHONE, PLOTTER, WAGNER 
PILOT. ASKING $760K FOR BOA T. NET, SKIFF AND 
SE PERMIT AVAILABLE.

p2004m – 58 X 18 STEEL MAR TINOLICH COMBO, 
CURRENTLY RIGGED FOR POT COD AND LONGLINE. 
343 CAT MAIN W/5K HOURS ON REBUILD.  20KW 
AND 35KW ISUZU AUX. PACKS 80K IN RSW . LOTS 
OF RECENT UPGRADES INCLUDING COMPLETE  
REWIRE. UP TO DA TE ELECTRONICS.  EXCELLENT 
SEA BOAT. REDUCED TO $350K/OBO.

p2070m – 58 X 21 X 9 STEEL COMBO BUIL T BY 
MANLY IN 89.  CAT 3408TA MAIN W/3 HOLE PTO 
W/6 HYD PUMPS,  JOHN DEERE 65KW , N LITES 
20KW, ISUZU 4BD1 HYDRAULIC AUX, 2 - 25 TON 
RSW SYSTEMS, 24" BOWTHR USTER, MARCO 32"  
2 SPD SWIVEL WHEEL BLOCK, 48" SIKICH 2 SPD 
SELF PURSING WINCH. PACKS 140K SALMON,  75 
TON HERRING.REDUNDANT ELECTRONICS. ENTIRE 
BOAT COMPLETELY REDONE AT DELTA IN 2011.  
ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES AT HALF THE COST 
OF A NEW ONE. REDUCED TO $1,450,000.

p2071m – 56 X 20.5 STEEL COMBO BUILT BY FEN-
TRON, 120 VOLVO MAIN, 2 - 40KW JOHN DEERE/
NORTHERN LITES AUX, P ACKS HONEST 85K IN 
RSW W/GOOD CIRCULA TION. P ACKS 2800 GAL 
FUEL. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS INCLUDE FURUNO 
RADAR, FUR UNO SOUNDER,  GARMIN PLOTTER  
AND COMNA V PILOT . ACCOMODATIONS FOR  
6. COMES WITH MASTER MARINE SKIFF W/2  
SEASONS ON 6V53 GMC AND SE SEINE. PACKAGE 
PRICE OF $850K OR TRY OFFER FOR BOAT ONLY.
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AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!
We deliver quality product! 
F/V She rrie M arie, 65’  S teel 
longliner, available f or hir ed 
skipper & w alk-ons.  30+ y ears 

fully equipped bo at, seasoned 
professional cr ew with HIGH 
QUALITY
delivered bled & iced.  Competi-
tive rates & references.

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 

For more information, contact Jonathan Pavlik, (907) 784-3032

fiSh ifQ
Will fish your 2C,  B, C or D halibut IFQ  
for 30% or 25% medical transfers.  I pay  
for everything, travel included. 25 years 
experience, hardworking,  easy going,  
lots of references and return c lients.  
(541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

Harvest your A, B, or C IFQ’s 
on the F/V Expatriate

A fully equipped and well maintained 58’ Delta. 
Experienced captain and crew with a reputation for 
quality; best markets for your catch. Buyer references 
available. 

Call 907-772-4856 weekdays 
OR mobile 602-320-9050

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want to har vest your black cod IFQ.  Fam-
ily owned, experienced ca ptain and crew. 
MARCO AutoBaiter, lots of media,  sauna, good 
food. Guaranteed quality har vest experience.  
Contact Garrett El wood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. 
Home: (425) 259-2731.

foR SALE
47' custom twin diesel Sportfisher completely 
rebuilt in 2006. $289,000. YW# 1442-2561571. 
Contact Tom Cardosa a t (619) 813-9263 or  
tom@ensignyachts.com

foR SALE
F/V AGILE: 48.5’ Troller/Longliner. Sur veyed in 
May 2012. $89,000. (907) 723-1107.

foR SALE
1980 45' troller . California salmon per -
mit. $119,500. V6-71 Main. YW# 1442-
2529549. Contact Tom Cardosa a t (619)  
813-9263 or tom@ensignyachts.com

Pacific Fishing Oct ‘14

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
2C-D-B:    1,100 lbs ..........asking $42.00
3B-B-B:        700 lbs ..........asking $17.00
4A-B-U:    8,000 lbs ..........asking $18.00
4B-B-U:  23,000 lbs ..........asking $16.00
4B-B-B:    3,000 lbs ..........asking $14.00
4C-C-B:    5,000 lbs ...............make an offer
4D-B-U:  15,000 lbs ...............make an offer

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-A-U: 100,000 lbs  .............asking $6.50
AI-B-U:   50,000 lbs  .............asking $3.75
BS-B-B:    5,000 lbs  ............ asking $3.00
CG-C-U:   7,200 lbs  ............ asking $22.00
WG-A-U:  22,000 lbs.............asking $20.00
WG-B-U: 40,000 lbs  ........ ...make an offer
WG-C-B:   7,500 lbs  ............ asking $13.00
WY-C-U:  10,000 lbs  ............ asking $28.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

BB14-021  32’x13.3’x18” twin 
jet drive refrigerated Bristol Bay 
bowpicker/sternpicker, built 1990 by 
Peregrine.  Twin 450 hp Cummins 
w/ Hamilton 291 jets.  Enclosed 
tophouse with excellent visibility.  
7.5 ton RSW system, new 2010 with 
newly insulated fish holds.  Transom 
cooler for condenser water.  Pick and 
set off bow or stern, sliding drum 
swings 360 degrees, controllable 
from tophouse.  Bow roller, drum 
drive rebuilt in 2014.  Top-producing 
boat.  Asking $365,000.

BB14-022  32’x14.5’ alum longliner/
Bristol Bay gillnetter, blt 1990 by 
Rozema. Twin 240 hp John Deere 
6068, new in 2005. ZF IRM310 gears. 
Cold Sea 7.5 ton RSW system. SSB, 
(2) VHF, radar, (2) depth sounders, 
plotter, (2) GPS, ComNav autopilot 
& more. Excellent condition, ready to 
longline or gillnet. Asking $275,000 
for boat alone, $375,000 for the works 
including full longline setup with gear, 
crab pots, power roller, etc.  

BB14-024  32’x13’ aluminum Bristol 
Bay gillnetter, blt in 1988 by KG 
Marine.GMC 6V92 with low hours 
on out of boat complete overhaul. 
Vessel bottom replaced in 2007. 
IMS 7.5 ton RSW system, new fish 
hold insulation, rebuilt anchor winch, 
and power roller. Packs 18,000#. 
Excellent condition. Call or email for 
more details.  

BB14-025  32’x14’ twin jet shallow 
draft Bristol Bay gillnetter blt in 1997 
by All American. Twin Cummins 
6CTA mains w/combined 800 hp.  
Twin Disc  gears. 13” Hamilton Jets.  
20 shackles of gear. New IMS 7.5 ton 
RSW still in box. Nice clean shallow 
draft gillnetter. Asking $275,000.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in OCTOBER vary in accordance with market condition s.* in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 10-1-14)

Gillnet: Bay permits bumped up to $170k in a hurry. As of the end of August it was 
$170k+. SE per mits were still slo w with fishing still going. A c ouple of PWS per -
mits were coming on the market with prices at $235k or better. c ook Inlet permits 
dropped some more with prices as low as $70k. Nothing new in Area M permits.

Seine: SE per mits were available as low as $300k , but no takers so far . PWS per-
mits are scarce, with prices starting around $230k. A c ook Inlet permit was avail-
able at $100k. There are a bunch of Kodiak permits available as low as $42k. Area 
M permits are available as low as $60k and no interest so far.

Troll: SE Power Troll permits were still available in the low $40s, but no new inter-
est so far. hand Troll permits were scarce and asking $13k. Lower 48 Troll permits 
remain hard to find at any price.

BOX   score

 SALMON 
 S SE DRIFT 98 85 91.6-
 S PWS DRIFT 235- 230- 236+
 S c OOK INLET DRIFT 70- 65- 76.7-
 S AREA M DRIFT 120 100 105.6+
 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 173.5+ 170+ 148.4-
 S SE SEINE 300- 290- 302.5+
 S PWS SEINE 230- 220 211+
 S c OOK INLET SEINE 100 87+ 83
 S KODIAK SEINE 42- 40- 53.4+
 S ch IgNIK SEINE 245 200- 211.3
 S AREA M SEINE 60 50 65.9
 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 17.1
 S c OOK INLET SET 16- 12- 14.9-
 S AREA M SET NET 65 60 55.6
 S BRISTOL SET NET 45 35 38.4-
 S LOWER YUKON 10 9 9-
 S POWER TROLL 41 38- 37.7+
 S h AND TROLL 13 11 11.3+
 HERRING 
 h SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4
 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 5 5
 h SITKA SEINE 450 250 461.3
 h PWS SEINE 37 35 30.9
 h c OOK INLET SEINE 16 15 16.8
 h KODIAK SEINE 37.5 37.5 30.3
 h SE POUND SOUTh 40 36 36.8
 h SE POUND NORTh 50 40 45.6+
 h PWS POUND 5.5+ 5+ 3.5
 SHELLFISH 
 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18+ 15+ 12.2+
 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 35+ 30+ 19.4+
 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 45+ 40+ 28
 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 60+ 50 43.8
 S SE POT ShRIMP 25+ 20 22.4-
 S KODIAK TANNER <60 26 25+ 29.7-
 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 120 110 N/A
 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 1,250-3,750/FT 1,000-3,500/FT N/A
 S OREgON DUNgY 1,500-3,750/FT 1,250-3,500/FT N/A
 S c ALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A
 SE ALASKA DIVE 
SE AK Dive URch IN 4 3 2.4-
SE AK Dive c Uc UMBER 35+ 28 30
SE AK Dive g EODUc K 78+ 60 82

We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

Visit northwestfcs.com or call 800.372.0112.

Vessels

Quotas

Operating lines of credit

CUSTOMER
 OWNED.
CUSTOMER
 DRIVEN.

Northwest FCS customer Stuart Schuttpelz

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
r ecent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low High

Offer
(per pound) 

Low High

NOTE:  Halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares   
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   c  = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Demand for 2c  quota is still high, with recent sales of small blocks in the low to mid 
$40s. Same for 3A, with relatively small blocks going in the high $30s. There is very 
little 3B available and prices are mostly in the high teens. Very little activity further 
west, with quite a bit of unfished 4A still available at the end of August.

hardly an y ac tivity in the Sablefish market o ver the past mon th. Buy ers ar e still 
looking for unblocked SE Sablefish in the $24 range. No r ecent interest in WY. A 
little unblocked cg  sold for around $20 recently. A couple of blocks of Wg went for 
less than $10. Quite a bit of AI/BS on the market, but no bites.

 h 2c D 1-10 B 42.00-48.00 40.00-46.00

 h 2c c /B 1-3 B 43.00-46.00 43.00-46.00

 h 2c c /B 4-10 B 46.00-50.00 45.00-48.00

 h 2c c /B ANY U 48.00-50.00 47.00-48.00

 h 2c A  B/U 50.00 48.00

 h 3A D  B/U 34.00-38.00 28.00-34.00

 h 3A c /B 1-5 B 34.00-38.00 30.00-38.00

 h 3A c /B 5-10 B 38.00-40.00 36.00-38.00

 h 3A c /B >10 U 42.00-44.00 38.00-40.00

 h 3A A  B/U 40.00 38.00

 h 3B D  B 16.00-20.00 12.00-15.00

 h 3B c /B 1-10 B 18.00-24.00 12.00-16.00

 h 3B c /B >10 U 22.00-26.00 16.00-18.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A 20.00

 h 4A D  B/U 10.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c /B 1-10 B 12.00-15.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c /B >10 B 16.00-18.00 10.00-12.00

 h 4A c /B >10 U 18.00-20.00 16.00-19.00

 h 4B/c /D c /B 1-10 B 12.00-16.00 10.00-13.00

 h 4B/c /D c /B >10 B/U 17.00-20.00 10.00-14.00

 S SE c /B 1-10 B 22.00-25.00 20.00-22.00

 S SE c /B >10 U 24.00-30.00 23.00-24.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY c /B 1-10 B 20.00-28.00 18.00-20.00

 S WY c /B >10 U 28.00-34.00  25.00-28.00

 S WY A  B/U 35.00 33.00

 S cg  c /B 1-10 B 15.00-22.00 13.00-15.00

 S cg  c /B >10 B/U 20.00-30.00 14.00-18.00

 S cg  A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg c /B 1-10 B 10.00-13.00 7.00-9.00

 S Wg c /B >10 B 13.00-16.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg c /B/A >10 U 13.50-20.00 12.00-13.00

 S AI c /B/A  B/U 1.50-6.00 1.00-4.50

 S BS c /B  B/U 1.50-6.00 2.00-5.50

 S BS A  B/U 7.00-8.00 6.00

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com
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SpoRTfiShiNg BoAT foR SALE
Price redu ced t oday to $299 ,000. 75 foot  
commercial passenger carr ying vessel. Coast 
Guard current for 100 miles offshore.  Call Don   
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
35 foot commercial boa t, $60,000 dollars,  fiber-
glass, currently fishing. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

wANTED
California near shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don (949) 279-9369.

giLL NET LiCENSES
Have 2 general gill net licenses for California.  
$4,000.00 apiece. Call with offers. Call Don. (949)  
279-9369.

Attn: Trollers and Distributors

- ON SALE -
The Original 

Sound Wave Hoochies

25%
off list prices

Pictures of catalogue at
www.redden-rope.com

Call toll free: 
1-866-233-1422

ENDoRSEmENT
California tra p endorsement for sheephead.  
$85,000. Call Don: (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Kodiak ocean front bed and breakfast home,  
4000 sq. ft., 5 bed/5bath with multiple living units 
and large stora ge area, gourmet kitchen,  private 
beach access, city utilities,  hot tub,  well-built in  
2008. $695,000. (307) 217-2777.

foR SALE
F/V HADASSAH: 58x19 Delta seiner , longliner, 
pot boa t. 343 main; 3 0kw genera tor; 7-1/2-
9kw Northern Lights genera tor; upgrades  
include large rolling chaulks,  UHMW guards,  
metalized hydro valves and SS lines; bul -
bous bo w; Fur uno sona r; Pilk ington deck  
winch. Also a vailable: 19' Rozema skiff.   
(907) 399-7219.

foR SALE
Pair Mercruiser Diesel engines,  175hp with  
Bravo 2 outdrives. Spares inc lude: spare engine,  
outdrive, controls, steering, engine, Racors. Much 
more. $ 20,000/OBO FO B Kenai P enninsula.  
Photos and details. (509) 534-9165.

 
foR LEASE

Secure your lease for 2014/2015 Dungeness  
crab season today! 300 pot WA coast Dungeness  
permit for lease. Permit is good up to 58'.  (360) 
268-2433.

 
hERRiNg SEiNE foR SALE

100 fa thoms, ribline,  3 strips each 200 MD,   
chaffing gear, 6# leadline, used 5 seasons Togiak, 
good shape, diagram available. $5,000. Cordova. 
Possible help with shipping. (208) 277-7942.

foR SALE
Gillnet Stern Roller . Aluminum. 53" W a t base 
x 43" H.  Roller 42" W x 8-1/2" Dia.  (360) 653-
1324, (425) 418-7685. dnjwrites@frontier.com. 
$1,600.00. 
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foR SALE
Commercial fishing boat-workboat. $99,000.  
There is also a salmon permit and Santa   
Barbara slip available at an additional cost. Call 
Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
17 foot Rozema skiff for sale.  Runs good.  3208 
turbo. $29,000. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

advErTISErS INdEx
AK Bering Sea c rabbers Assn ................................................................5
Alaska Boats and Permits ..................................................................... 31
Alaska Independent Tendermens Association .............................. 28
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute ................................................. 11
Alaskan Quota & Permits ..................................................................... 33
Ballard Oil.................................................................................................. 16
Biobor......................................................................................................... 13
Black Pearl IFQ Fisheries ....................................................................... 33
c ascade Engine c enter ......................................................................... 36
c FAB  .......................................................................................................... 22
c ompass c ourse Maritime Training .................................................. 38
c opper River Boat & Permits, LLc  ...................................................... 33
Dana F. Besecker c o ............................................................................... 29
Diesel America West .............................................................................. 29
Dock Street Brokers ............................................................................... 31
Elgee Rehfeld Mertz, LLc  ..................................................................... 28
Enviromental Technologies ................................................................. 16
Foss Shipyard ........................................................................................... 29
Fremont Maritime Services, Inc. ........................................................ 37
gibbons & Associates, P.S. .................................................................... 28
giddings Boat Works ................................................................................6
grundens Foulweather gear............................................................... 23
h ans Johnson .......................................................................................... 31
h arris Electric ........................................................................................... 17
h ighland Refrigeration ......................................................................... 18
h ockema & Whalen Associates .......................................................... 28
h omer Marine Trades Association .................................................... 33
Integrated Marine Systems ................................................................. 12
Jackson, Morgan & h unt ...................................................................... 28
KVh  Industries ......................................................................................... 39
Llebroc h elmchair .................................................................................. 29
Lunde Marine Electronics .......................................................................8
Marco ............................................................................................................9
Marine Engine & gear ........................................................................... 34
MER Equipment ...................................................................................... 29
Motion & Flow c ontrol Products ....................................................... 15
Nc  Power Systmes ....................................................................................2
Net Systems.............................................................................................. 25
NIOSh  ............................................................................................................7
Norm Pillen ............................................................................................... 31
Northwest Farm c redit Services ........................................................ 32
Ocean Traps .............................................................................................. 29
Pacific Boat Brokers ............................................................................... 34
Port of Seattle .......................................................................................... 26
Port Townsend Shipwrights c o-op ................................................... 14
Redden Net and Rope Ltd ................................................................... 34
Samson Rope ........................................................................................... 19
Servco Pacific Insurance ....................................................................... 21
Silver h orde Fishing Supplies ............................................................. 29
The Permit Master .................................................................... 30, 32, 33
Trident Seafoods ....................................................................... 24, 29, 40
Vancouver Shipyards/Vancouver Drydock ..................................... 10
Wwoofish.com ......................................................................................... 35

ifQ foR LEASE
4B Halibut and A1 Savlefish CQE quota available 
for lease. (26,198 lbs Halibut, 7,665 lbs Sable-
fish). Must a gree to deliver in Adak. Contact  
Adak Community Development Crop.  a t email: 
acdc@adaktu.net or call (907) 592-2335.

foR SALE
Brand new steel, 50x16x6.5, 6068 John Deere,  
200hp. Ameron paint,  Comna v, FG F ish Hold,  
Yahct Int.  2000 fuel,  580 wa ter. $500,000,   
(707) 961-1102.

foR SALE
California 90 ton commercial squid seiner . All 
license and equipment.  $3.1 million.  Call Don.  
(949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Market squid brail-light boa t. $440,000.  Call 
Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Have two California market Brail Boa t licenses 
for sale.  Call Don.  (949) 279-9369.  Prices are 
$425,000 U.S. dollars.

Top commercial fishing

    Pacific Fishing’s Fish Wrap

    www.pacificfishing.com/fishwrap.html

EACH DAY: FREE!

HeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlinesHeadlines
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WEST COAST FPT MARINE PARTS,  
SERVICE, AND SUPPORT IS HERE!

 (253) 867-2013 www.CascadeEngine.com

From Baja 
to British 
Columbia

Postcard 
l ocal photographer Carl t hompson snapped  

a few shots of commercial fishing vessels operating in  
august south of Ketchikan, in the area of Point alava.  

t hat's the seiner Blue Pacific hauling gear.  
bottom left photo shows the seiner Karen Rae  

transferring salmon to the tender Tacoma.  
at top right is the seiner Julie Ann.
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The sea can be hostile.   Hazards abound.  
Disaster and risk of injury are never far away. 

Training programs dedicated to the safe return 
of men and women who work on the water

COME HOME.  SAFE.
©

 M
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WE ASPIRE TO:
•	 Be	the	maritime	industry’s	

first	choice	for	safety	and	
emergency	procedures	
training

•	 Provide	tools	and	
motivation	to	help	our	
students	improve	safety	in	
their	workplace

•	 Build	lasting	professional	
realtionships	through	
exceptional	customer	
service

•	 Establish	pride	through	
professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
•	 Provide	hands-on	learning	

experiences
•	 Utilize	purpose	built	

training	facilities
•	 Employ	only	exceptional	

instructors
•	 Partner	with	companies	

who	pro-actively	support	
their	employees’	safety

•	 Conduct	initial	and	
recurrent	training	for	
thousands	of	professional	
mariners	every	year

Fremont Maritime	is	a	committed	world	leader	in	the	field	
of	marine	safety	and	survival	training.		We	are	proud	to	help	
professional	mariners	do	a	difficult	job	well,	reduce	their	risk	
of	on-the-job	accidents	and	injuries,	and	help	them	come	
home	safe	to	the	people	who	care	about	them.

Training programs dedicated 
to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.

The sea can be hostile. 
Hazards abound. 
Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.

Winter 2012 PFR – 1

fremontmaritime.com

Good save: t he crew of the Sandra L beached the boat aug. 26 in Cosmos Cove, s outheast alaska, after 
the vessel began taking on water. a u .s . Coast Guard helicopter delivered a dewatering pump, and the 
Sandra L crew was able to patch the breach and head back to s itka. t hree good s amaritan vessels  
also responded to the call for help. Photo courtesy of the u .s . Coast Guard

The heat acts as a cata -
lyst, speeding up the  
evaporation and dissolu -
tion of the toxins. On the  
one hand, that could be  
bad as the toxins mor e 
quickly pollute the air and 
water. But cooler water  
might be no better.

“If you’ve got these tox-
ic compounds of oil dis -
solving in the water and  
the water is  cold, they’ ll 
stay around longer, and so 
the toxicity is going to last 
longer,” Spies said.

More research needs to 
be done to understand the 
full gravity of how and  
when the oil is dispersed 
and what can be done to  
best respond to disasters.

Still, Spies is hopeful  
that the study is a step in 
the right direction.

“This whole field, there are literally hun-
dreds of papers  that add ress the phys ical 
and chemical aspect s of oil and how oil  
weathers as it goes into the ocean,” he said.  
“This is a r efinement of that, and it’s a sig -
nificant st ep forwar d scient ifically, b ut I  
think as far as what the public understands  
about oil spills, (this study) is mor e impor-
tant to scientists than it is to the public.”  

Oil spill research: 
continued from page 14

fire department in their hazmat techniques.  
But Yeo said the real value was seeing  how 
the Guard could mak e itself helpful in t his 
specific location — a place mor e prone to a  
tsunami or a dest ructive earthquake than a 
toxic meltdown.

“If there’s nothing else we can bring to  
it, we could always come out her e with a  
pack full of sat ellite phones and radios and  
give you guys a link back to the mainland,”  
Yeo said. “We’re very foc used on being a   
scalable and highly effective resource for the 
local authorities and not allowing ourselves 
to get pigeonholed into a high-profile — but 
very unlikely — mission.”

Lauren Rosenthal is a reporter for KUCB,  
Unalaska. Previously, she worked for the   
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Letter from Unalaska: continued from page 21
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out. The trawler, the largest in the CFC fleet, 
can carry  500,000 pounds, and she was  
tasked to load up with Fraser River sockeye 
from all the tender vessels to deliver to the  
CFC cannery in Prince Rupert.

We wer e finally pumped out at 1:30  
a.m. Aug. 20. After getting rid of 8 tons of  
unwanted ice and cleaning up the boat, our 
second Fraser River opening was over.

High hopes: Maybe the big run was  
going to hit the river the following week;  
the gillnetters and seiners were doing well  
in Johnstone Strait.

According to the Fraser River Panel of the 
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We pic ked up the bo at at the CFC  
home plant in Vancouver and loaded 20  
tons of ice of f the ice bar ge moored at  
the Ocean Fisheries plant in the harbor . I 
was dropped off to buy gr oceries, while 
the cr ew br ought the boat ar ound to   
Steveston.

Sailing out of Steveston, we wer e sent 
upriver to stand by until the opening was 
over and dodged nets  on the river until  
we got to the top of Ladner Reach. The  
boats drifting by seemed to be doing  
well; we estimated one vessel had at least 
100 in the first set.

Later during the opening we wer e  
dispatched back to Steveston and picked  
up a c rewman fr om the  trawler Royal 
Canadian as an extra hand. Once anchored 
in St eveston, we also g ot t hree fish  
throwers sent from shore.

Shortly befor e fishing closed, boats  
started to come in to deliver , and it was  
the usual mad, hectic r ush as they want -
ed to be unloaded all at once. W ith each 
boat avera ging ab out 3 50 sock eye and 
with a big cr ew, it went pr etty fast, and  
we were finished by 10 p.m. W e headed 
over to the Royal Canadian to be pumped  

B.C. Update: continued from page 23

a Fraser r iver gillnetter offloads sockeye to the 
Ocean Royal.

Pacific Salmon Commission, in its Aug. 
22 report, nearly 3.7 million Fraser River  
sockeye had been c aught to date, with 
3.4 million taken in Canad a and 131,700  
in the United States.

While the c ommission had  no t 
increased its pr eseason forecast of 22.9  
million fish, t he summer r un estimates 
were coming in over forecast, and hopes 
were high that the late r uns would  
exceed expectations as well.

Openers wer e announced for both  
Canada and the U nited States the week  
of Aug. 24.  

Michel Drouin has been covering West Coast 
fisheries since 1990.

multitrophic aquaculture farm. The float-
ing farms ar e designed to mimic t he  
natural o cean ec osystem and  c ombine  
species that require manual feeding (such 
as salmon) with species that derive nutri -
ents from the wastes of the “fed” species.

Kelp and other aquatic plants sustain 
a multibillion-dollar industry throughout 
Asia, and mor e Americans ar e adding  
the sea veggies  to  their d iets. Kelp als o 
is widely used in foods and beverages,   
animal feed s, c osmetics, and  c oming  
soon — biofuels.

Alaska seaweeds got a shoutout this  
year when r esearchers at North Car o-
lina State University found that common  
plants in the waters and on beaches near  
Sitka are super packed with com pounds 
that fight obes ity, diabetes , and  heart   
disease.

Growing more sea plant s in Alaska is  
a focus of a new maricultur e initiative   
that is building support for that industry’s 
expansion.

“We ar e br oadening the concept of  
mariculture,” said Julie Decker, director of 
the Alaska Fisheries Development Foun-
dation and mariculture project leader.

An area of special inter est, she said, is 
western Alaska, wher e no maricultur e  
ventures have ever been attempted.

“I b elieve t here ar e t hings t hat can   
be gr own out ther e, whether it’s an  
enhancement program or private shellfish 
or sea plant farming — ther e are things 
that can be done,” Decker said.  
Pacific Fis hing columnist La ine W elch 
writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and  
produces Fish Radio out of Kodiak.

Fish Factor: continued from page 26
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To fish with us call 1-800-426-5490 and ask for Alaska Support.

We’ll launch an Armada 
to process your catch

Thank you for fishing with us.

TridentAd_PacificFishing_FullPage_0814_v2.indd   1 5/9/14   4:28 PM




