
Sizing up the 2015 salmon fisheries

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN n OCTOBER 2015www.pacificfishing.com

• Oil spill impacts revealed

• Welcome Aboard: F/V Faith

UNITED
FISHERMEN

OF
ALASKA

10
US $2.95/CAN. $3.95

63
12

6



We know how hard you work—you eat, live and breathe the catch—  
long hours, rough conditions. Tackling a good run is all that matters  
to the bottom line. That’s why MSI has designed the MSI-4300  
Port-A-Weigh Plus and MSI-9300 Port-A-Weigh Plus CellScale™ RF  
crane scales to perform for you. Weather-resistant design features like marine- 
grade alloy constructiona and generous battery life endure season after season.   
 
One Port-A-Weigh crane scale can weigh your entire catch during transfer to a  
tender vessel. Aboard the vessel, Port-A-Weigh crane scales can remain in the sorting  
hoppers throughout the transfer to station. As the most robust scales in the industry, 
these scales easily resist wear and tear during transport and rough conditions.  
 
Beyond durability, the intelligent capability of the Port-A-Weigh Family teamed with  
our data collection software precisely records each species’ weighment. The software  
also logs Scale ID, Fishing Vessel and Location, allowing the tender vessel to perform 
transactions quickly, maximizing profits, so you can get back out to sea faster. The  
software will also allow the operator to log transactions and generate end-of-day reports.

Experience the MSI Port-A-Weigh advantage: season after season durability.  
Visit www.msiscales.com/fishing to request more product and custom  
software information and to schedule a product demonstration in your area.

800-472-6703
www.ricelake.com
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In the salmon world, Bristol Bay sits at the top.
Recently, its profile climbed even higher. Much higher.
President Barack Obama on Sept. 2 paid a visit to Dillingham, the main port 

on the bay’s west side. The visit lasted only a few hours, but the president made 
the most of his time.

He stood on Kanakanak Beach, popular with subsistence fishermen, and 
actually held a salmon. He sampled salmon jerky and took part in a traditional 
Yup’ik dance at Dillingham Middle School.

For tiny Dillingham, and for the region, it was a day to remember forever.
Why did the president come to Bristol Bay?
It wasn’t just for the fish.
Bristol Bay fit into the broader environmental agenda Obama pushed during 

his three-day trip to Alaska. The president used Alaska as a backdrop to talk 
about the perils of climate change. Aside from Dillingham, he visited a receding 
glacier near Seward and ventured above the Arctic Circle to Kotzebue.

Two perceived threats to Bristol Bay – offshore drilling and the proposed 
Pebble mine – doubtless factored heavily into Obama’s decision to include  
Dillingham on his itinerary.

The Obama administration, through the Environmental Protection Agency, 
has moved to block Pebble. And last December, the administration closed off 
Bristol Bay indefinitely to oil and gas exploration.

Obama noted the Bristol Bay region’s importance as a “massive economic 
engine,” providing 40 percent of America’s wild-caught seafood.

“I was proud to take action last year to protect Bristol Bay and honored to 
meet folks today who depend on it,” Obama posted on Instagram.

Not everyone agrees with Obama’s politics. That’s to be expected. No  
president ever enjoys unanimous support.

One thing is clear, however. It’s big when the president of the United States 
notices a remote place such as Bristol Bay, the bounties of which should never 
be taken for granted.

      
What a year! Speaking of Bristol Bay, it was a wacky 2015 sockeye season. 

Turn to page 10 for a comprehensive review of this and other key salmon  
fisheries all around the North Pacific.

      
Remembering a colleague: It’s with great sadness that we tell you Don 

McManman, former editor of Pacific Fishing, crossed the bar Aug. 12.
Don ran this magazine for eight years, retiring a little over a year ago. He 

was 65.
Born in Oregon, Don pursued a career in journalism but had lots of other 

jobs, too, gravedigger among them.
He had a remarkably wide range of interests and something of a gruff nature. 

But he clearly enjoyed talking with people – even fishermen! – and had a  
marvelous, self-deprecating sense of humor. In one of the many memorable 
columns he contributed to this space, Don wrote in typical fashion: “I was  
brilliant. But I got over it.”

Don McManman was a champion for this magazine, raising the level of its 
content and plotting a clear course. In his farewell column, he wrote: “Helping 
to keep this magazine alive is one thing in my life I’m proud of.”

Thanks, Don. We’ll miss you.

To leave a remembrance for Don McManman, go to tinyurl.com/o2ayplu.

http://www.tinyurl.com/o2ayplu
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Keeping upYoUr BUSINESS

It’s FRee! It’s dAILY!*
It’s the best commercial fishing news digest 
available in the North Pacific. Here’s some of 
what you missed by not reading Fish Wrap.

FishWrap

*You can subscribe to Fish Wrap by sending an email to circulation@nwpublishingcenter.com. Write your first 
name, your last name, and the words “Fish Wrap.” Do it now, before you go another month without Fish Wrap.

215 fine ideas: The Alaska Board of Fisher-
ies has released the proposal book for its 
upcoming winter meeting cycle. Bristol Bay 
finfish is the main event. – adfg.alaska.gov

Alaska’s anti-setnet debate: With ballot 
measure looming, Kenai salmon setnetters 
ponder their future. – adn.com

surplus salmon sale: The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture plans to buy up to $30 
million in canned Alaska sockeye, Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski says. – murkowski.senate.gov

Community cash: Bering Sea fishing opera-
tion profits topped $35M, CVRF says.  
 – coastalvillages.org

Pink party: The Prince William Sound pink 
salmon harvest now exceeds 62 million fish.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

Back in business: A gulf of Alaska trawl 
sector gets Chinook bycatch relief.  
– alaskafisheries.noaa.gov

‘Blob’ blog: The Alaska Ocean Observing 
System, or AOOS, has launched a blog to 
track the “Pacific blob,” a large pool of  
unusually warm water off the West Coast 
and British Columbia, reaching north to the 
gulf of Alaska. – aoos.org

Rescue video: A U.S. Coast guard  
helicopter safely hoisted two people  
 from a grounded 42-foot commercial fish-
ing vessel near Ocean Shores, Wash.  
– d13.uscgnews.com

Help wanted: The Alaska Seafood  
Marketing Institute is seeking candidates  
for executive director. 
 – pressroom.alaskaseafood.org

Obama’s video preview: The president  
discusses his upcoming trip to Alaska.  
– kucb.org

Big year: Alaska’s commercial salmon har-
vest now totals more than 200 million fish.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

shell shock: B.C. shellfish farmers are  
reeling after health officials order  
restaurants to stop serving raw oysters. 
– timescolonist.com

Calling all candidates: The nomination 
period has been extended for two U.S. seats 
on the International Pacific halibut Commis-
sion. – alaskafisheries.noaa.gov

Feedback wanted: The Marine Steward-
ship Council is touting a new global seafood 
traceability tool. – msc.org

Pink salmon blues: The Southeast Alaska 
humpy harvest is coming up well short of 
forecast. – kfsk.org

silver medal: Norton Sound has set a 
record with this season’s coho salmon  
harvest. – adfg.alaska.gov

Obama’s Alaska itinerary: The president 
plans to visit Seward, Dillingham, and Kot-
zebue, the White house says. – ktuu.com

Better things to do: The average price of 
coho is way down, and so is effort in the 
Southeast Alaska troll fishery. – kfsk.org

95 million and counting: The Prince  
William Sound seine fishery has set a new 
record for the harvest of pink salmon.  
– adfg.alaska.gov

steller victory: A judge has declared 
NMFS and industry the winners in a case in 
which Oceana and greenpeace challenged 
expanded commercial fishing in the  
Aleutian chain. – deckboss.blogspot.com

Touching down today: In his weekly 
address, President Obama talks about his 
Alaska trip. – whitehouse.gov



1981-2012
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) 

Groundfish Catch Limits 
Marine conservation isn’t new to Alaska Seafood. 
In fact, a precautionary approach to setting harvest
levels has been in place for decades. Look at the

BSAI Catch Limits chart and see how the numbers tell the story. Each year
scientists conduct surveys of the available biomass and use this data 
to calculate conservative catch limits – Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC).
Then, fisheries managers go a step further and set harvest quotas –
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) – that never exceeds the sustainable ABC. 
And, with the FAO-Based Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) 
Certification, you have even more assurance that conserving our oceans 
is anything but trendy to us. Learn more at www.alaskaseafood.org

Alaska didn’t jump on the 
SUSTAINABILITY trend.  

WE STARTED IT.

Pollock ad_Pacific Fishing_Layout 1  1/16/14  6:10 PM  Page 1
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20.1˝ Color LCD,  23.1˝ Color LCD or Black Box
12kW, 25kW or 50kW X-Band
30kW or 60kW S-Band

Radar Series

Only ONE Radar 
clearly stands above the rest!

Selected by the 
USCG Cutter Fleet

President Obama arrived in dillingham too late in the year to see bris-
tol bay’s commercial fishery in action. but he managed to get his hands 
on a pink salmon at Kanakanak beach, a popular local subsistence 
fishing spot. Obama is seen here with Alannah Hurley and Mae syvrud. 
Hannah Colton photo

President Barack Obama on Sept. 2 visited Dillingham, Alaska, 
drawing international attention to salmon-rich Bristol Bay.

The president stayed in the village only about three hours, but 
the visit was action-packed.

The Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
thanked Obama for visiting “salmon country.”

“During his tour of Dillingham the president spent lunchtime 
with local fishermen and their families, learning about wild 
salmon and Bristol Bay’s rich salmon culture,” the association said 
in a press release. “He visited subsistence fishing beaches, held a 
spawning salmon, was introduced to subsistence salmon drying 
racks, described a love of canned salmon cakes, and sampled local 
salmon jerky that he declared ‘outstanding.’

“Standing in front of the drying racks filled with salmon, the 
president marveled at Bristol Bay’s fishery saying, ‘The scale of 
the fish that come through here is remarkable. If you’ve eaten wild 
salmon, it’s likely to have come from here. This has some of the 
biggest salmon runs – sockeye – in the world. It’s part of the reason 
why it’s so critical that we make sure we protect this incredible 
natural resource. Not just for the people whose livelihood depend 
on it but for the entire country.’”

Climate change agenda: Dillingham was part of a three-day 
tour of Alaska for Obama, who used the state as a backdrop to 
urge action on climate change. The president also visited Exit 
Glacier near Seward, cruised through Resurrection Bay aboard 

Obama visit puts Bristol 
Bay in the spotlight

the tour boat Viewfinder, and traveled north of the Arctic Circle to 
Kotzebue.

Bristol Bay waters are home to “a massive economic engine,” 
Obama noted in closing thoughts posted online following his trip.

“The region provides 40 percent of America’s wild-caught 
seafood, and helps support a $2 billion 
commercial fishing industry whose jobs 
extend beyond Alaska’s borders. That’s why 
we took action last December to shut off oil 
and gas exploration in this area indefinitely 
– and why I’ll continue to support efforts 
to protect this community as long as I’m 
president.”

Under Obama, the Environmental 
Protection Agency also has moved to block 
the proposed Pebble copper and gold mine, 
located in distant bay headwaters.

Rolling with Robin: Robin Samuelsen, 
a Bristol Bay drift gillnetter and prominent 
Dillingham resident, had the honor of riding 
with the president in an armored Chevy 
Suburban flown in for the visit.

“I was sitting there talking with the 
president of the United States in Dillingham, 
Alaska, riding down my own street saying, 
‘This is unbelievable,’” he said in an 
interview with the Anchorage newspaper.

Samuelsen said they talked about this 
year’s enormous sockeye run, as well as 
Bristol Bay Economic Development Corp., 
which Samuelsen heads. BBEDC is one of 
six village organizations that hold lucrative 
Bering Sea catch rights.

For a summary of Obama’s Alaska trip, 
go to whitehouse.gov/2015-alaska-trip.  

– Wesley Loy

https://www.whitehouse.gov/2015-alaska-trip
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Caught in the Bering Sea

Shipped from 
Dutch Harbor

Served in Los Angeles tonight.

alaskacargo.com

Our name is Alaska.   
Our service is nationwide.

Count on us to get your cargo where you want it when 
you want it there. Same- and next-day shipping to over 
85 destinations throughout North America.

Alaska crabbers 
hail ‘historic’ U.S.-
Russia agreement

U.S. and Russian negotiators on Sept. 11 
signed a bilateral agreement to combat illegal, 
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

“The two governments have been working 
together for many years on efforts to address 
illegal fishing,” the U.S. Department of State 
said in a press release. “The signing took 
place in conjunction with the 26th annual 
Intergovernmental Consultative Commit-
tee meeting hosted by the United States in  
Portland, Oregon, where delegations from the 
two countries discussed ocean and fisheries 
issues of mutual concern.”

The State Department added: “The agree-
ment aims to improve coordination among 
the multiple government agencies in both 
countries that need to work together to 
address IUU fishing. In the United States, the 
agreement has the strong support of the fish-
ing industry based in the Pacific Northwest/
Alaska region, as well as the environmental 
community. This agreement also supports 
the recommendations of the Presidential 
Task Force on Combatting IUU Fishing and  
Seafood Fraud.”

David Balton, the State Department’s  
deputy assistant secretary for oceans and 
fisheries, and Vasily Sokolov, deputy head of 
the Russian federal fisheries agency, signed 
the agreement.

A Seattle-based trade association, Alas-
ka Bering Sea Crabbers, applauded the  
agreement, saying it “signifies a new era of 
cooperation between the two nations” in 
combating IUU fishing.

“For far too many years the Alaskan crab 
industry has faced stiff market competition 
from illegally harvested Russian king crab,” 
said Edward Poulsen, association presi-
dent. “The blatant poaching on the Russian 
side has impacted not only Alaskan crab  
fishermen and Alaskan coastal communities, 
but also legitimate Russian producers and 
Russian citizens. We welcome this historic 
agreement and are hopeful that it will result 
in meaningful action being taken to halt this 
illegal activity.”

The agreement includes provisions for 
increased coordination and cooperation 
between the two nations and should improve 
the ability of U.S. customs agents to detect 
illegal crab shipments into the United States, 
the crabbers association said. It also should 
aid in the investigation and prosecution  
of suspects.  

– Wesley Loy
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For 25 years, scientists have methodically investigated the effects 
of the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989 on Alaska communities 

and ecosystems.
A new study released Sept. 8 shows that embryonic salmon and 

herring exposed to very low levels of crude oil can develop hidden 
heart defects that compromise their later survival, indicating that 
the spill may have had much greater impacts on spawning fish 
than previously recognized.

The herring population crashed four years after the spill in 
Prince William Sound and pink salmon stocks also declined, 
but the link to the oil spill has remained controversial. The new 
findings, published in the online journal Scientific Reports, suggest 
that the delayed effects of the spill may have been important 
contributors to the declines.

“These juvenile fish on the outside look completely normal, 
but their hearts are not functioning properly, and that translates 
directly into reduced swimming ability and reduced survival,” 
said John Incardona, a research toxicologist at NOAA’s Northwest 
Fisheries Science Center in Seattle. “In terms of impacts to shore-
spawning fish, the oil spill likely had a much bigger footprint than 
anyone realized.”

The research builds on earlier work by the Auke Bay 
Laboratories, part of NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 
which found much reduced survival of pink salmon exposed as 
embryos to polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons from crude oil.

Sensitive fish hearts: “Our findings are changing the picture 
in terms of assessing the risk and the potential impacts of oil 

Study suggests high impact of Exxon Valdez oil on herring, salmon
spills,” said Nat Scholz, leader of the Northwest science center’s 
ecotoxicology program and a co-author of the new study. “We 
now know the developing fish heart is exquisitely sensitive to 
crude oil toxicity, and that subtle changes in heart formation can 
have delayed but important consequences for first-year survival, 
which in turn determines the long-term abundance of wild fish 
populations.”

Scientists from the Northwest and Alaska science centers 
temporarily exposed embryonic salmon and herring to low levels 
of crude oil from the North Slope of Alaska and found that both 
absorbed chemicals at similar concentrations in their tissues. The 
embryos were then transferred to clean seawater and raised as 
juvenile fish for seven to eight months.

Few of the exposed embryos or larvae were outwardly abnormal 
in any way. However, closer examination of the fish revealed subtle 
defects that could reduce their long-term survival:
•	 Juvenile	 salmon	 exposed	 to	 oil	 grew	more	 slowly,	 with	

those exposed to the highest concentrations growing the slowest. 
For salmon, early survival in the ocean is strongly influenced 
by juvenile growth, with smaller fish suffering higher loss to 
predators.
•	 Scientists	 used	 swimming	 speed	 as	 a	 measure	 of	

cardiorespiratory performance and found that fish exposed to the 
highest concentrations of oil swam the slowest. Slower swimming 
is an indication of reduced aerobic capacity and cardiac output and 
likely makes fish easier targets for predators.
•	 Exposure	to	oil	as	embryos	altered	the	structural	development	

of the hearts of juvenile fish, potentially 
reducing their fitness and swimming 
ability. Poor swimming and cardiac fitness 
is also a factor in disease resistance.

“With this very early impact on the 
heart, you end up with an animal that 
just can’t pump blood through its body as 
well, which means it can’t swim as well to 
capture food, form schools, or migrate,” 
said Mark Carls, toxicologist at the Alaska 
Fisheries Science Center. “Crude oil is 
changing basic physiology, or what makes 
a fish a fish.”

Scientists reviewed data on measured 
oil concentrations in surface water samples 
collected in Prince William Sound after 
the oil spill and during the 1989 herring 
spawning season. Most of the 233 samples 
contained less oil than was believed to be 
toxic to herring at the time, based on gross 
developmental abnormalities. However, 
nearly all of the samples contained oil at 
or above concentrations shown in the new 
study to alter heart development.

Plausible explanation: If the Exxon 
Valdez spill impacted heart development 
among a large majority of fish that were 
spawned in proximity to oiled shorelines, 
the subsequent losses of juveniles to 
delayed mortality would have left fewer 

Continue on page 34
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Alaska’s commercial fisheries director resigns
Jeff Regnart, director of the Alaska Division of Commercial Fisheries, 

planned to leave the job effective Oct. 2.
“I’m resigning due to family reasons, aging parents,” he said. “I just 

can’t be in the state full time like this job demands.”
Regnart started as an Alaska Department of Fish and Game field 

tech in high school and over 30 years worked his way to management 
positions at Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, and Bristol Bay.

He was appointed commercial fisheries director in February 2011 
during the Parnell administration. The commercial fisheries division 

has a staff of 300 full-time and 400 seasonal employees and a $73.3 million budget for this 
fiscal year.

By all accounts, Regnart has been widely respected and well-liked.
“It has been my great pleasure to work with and alongside Jeff,” said Sue Aspelund, who 

served as the division’s deputy director until she retired two years ago. “The state of Alaska 
is losing a consummate professional. Alaska’s fisheries and those dependent upon them have 
greatly benefitted by Jeff’s hard work and commitment.”

“Jeff has been an outstanding director and he will be greatly missed,” said Linda Kozak, 
a longtime fisheries consultant from Kodiak. “The Aleutian King Crab Research Foundation 
has been working with the department for years on trying to develop cooperative research 
projects for golden and red king crab, and Jeff was instrumental in helping to create that 
important industry-agency partnership. Whoever takes over as comfish director will face 
many challenges and has some very big shoes to fill.” 

“Jeff demonstrated a deep dedication to Alaska’s fisheries and the sustainability of the  
seafood we all rely on. He was always available to address concerns and took pride in making 
the Division of Commercial Fisheries better,” said Julianne Curry, executive director of United 
Fishermen of Alaska.

Joe at work in the 
well-stocked 2-lane 

LFS seine 
production facility 

in Bellingham

Loft direct line: 360-224-1678
LFS Toll Free: 800-426-8860

Time to tune 
up your seine? 

Time to call 
Jack & Joe!

We stock a full line of domestic 
& import gear including nylon & 

Dyneema/Plateena web

Scheduling winter 
projects now.

Continued on page 33
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sunrise breaks over the bristol bay fleet on July 10 near naknek. the sockeye season was as dramatic as the sky, with gillnetters taking a huge 
haul of 35.7 million fish. Jack Molan photos

Here’s a review of the 2015 Pacific salmon 
season, from Alaska to British Columbia to 
the U.S. West Coast.

Alaska
Alaska delivered a blockbuster catch this 

season. With fisheries still finishing up in 
some places, the harvest as of Sept. 10 stood 
at 253 million fish.

Once every fish is counted, the 2015 catch 
likely will trail only the 2013 record of 272.6 
million.

Weak prices, however, doused much of the 
season’s enthusiasm.

Salmon season wrapup

Alaska’s banner year

The 49th state sees its second-biggest salmon  
harvest ever, while the Fraser River flops, the Columbia 

shows strength, and California disappoints

by WESLEY LOY, MICHEL DROUIN,  
KATIE WILSON, AND DANIEL MINTZ

Pink salmon generally is the most  
abundant species of salmon that Alaska 
produces, and the catch on Sept. 10 stood 
at nearly 182 million, well in excess of the 
state’s forecast of 140.3 million pinks.

Sockeye is the state’s most valuable  
salmon crop, and the catch of 52.9 million 
was trailing the forecast of 58.8 million.

The harvest of chum salmon, important 
especially for their roe content, stood at 15.1 
million fish, against a forecast of 17.2 million.

Ex-vessel prices for sockeye and pink 
salmon were down due to a soft wholesale 
market, the McDowell Group reported. 

McDowell works as a consultant for the  
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute.

McDowell cited factors including a strong 
U.S. dollar, which makes Alaska seafood 
more expensive for buyers in key overseas 
markets such as Japan and Europe. The 
strong dollar works to divert product to the 
domestic market, which was oversupplied.

“This affects sockeye prices directly and 
exerts downward price pressure on Alaska 
salmon products of similar character, such as 
troll-caught coho,” McDowell wrote.

McDowell also noted that the industry 
entered the year with significantly more 
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the crew of the gillnetter szenta picks fish in the naknek-Kvichak district, 
by far the most productive bristol bay fishing zone this season.

inventory of canned and frozen sockeye than in prior years. The 
increased supply led to a lower price environment.

Other important factors include Russia’s import ban and increased 
imports of farmed salmon into the United States, McDowell said.

U.S. Department of Agriculture purchases helped prop up prices 
for canned pink salmon.

Here are a few season notes from key fishing zones around Alaska.
Southeast Alaska: Pink salmon catches in the region stood at  

a disappointing 32.7 million. The preseason forecast called for  
58 million.

Through a contentious Pacific Salmon Treaty process, trollers  
ended up with a very poor allocation of 175,000 Chinook salmon. 
That resulted in a summer season of only eight days.

Copper River: The famed river produced a catch of nearly 1.6  
million sockeye and 22,800 Chinook. The preseason forecast called for 
2.2 million sockeye and 6,000 Chinook.

Prince William Sound: It was a pink party 
for seiners, who enjoyed their largest harvest 
ever at 98.2 million fish, including 6.6 million 
pinks taken for hatchery cost recovery. The 
old record was 92.6 million pinks in 2013.

Upper Cook Inlet: The Central District 
driftnet fishery had close to 1 million sockeye, 
while Upper Subdistrict setnetters had almost 
1.5 million.

Kodiak: Sockeye fishermen were expe-
riencing an average season with 2.8 million 
fish, while the pink salmon harvest was 
above average with more than 31 million fish.

Chignik: The seine fleet took almost  
1.5 million sockeye, similar to the recent 
10-year average.

Alaska Peninsula: North Peninsula  
fishermen took 2.7 million sockeye, well 
above the forecasted 2 million. The South 
Peninsula catch was above average at 3.2  
million sockeye.

Bristol Bay: Just when exasperated  
gillnetters thought the run was a bust, the 
sockeye surged in and the season yielded an 
enormous catch of 35.7 million fish, close to 
the preseason forecast of 37.6 million.

The Naknek-Kvichak was by far the most 
productive of the bay’s five fishing districts, 
with a catch of 16.3 million sockeye. Next was 
Egegik with 8.3 million.

“The 2015 sockeye run timing was one of 
the latest on record, approximately seven 
days late,” the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game said. “Overall fish weights and 
lengths were smaller than average, especial-
ly in Egegik. The baywide average sockeye 
salmon weight of 5.2 pounds is the smallest 
average weight in the last 20 years.”

In terms of price, many fishermen went 
home disappointed and even embittered. 
Processors paid an average base ex-vessel 
price of 50 cents a pound, far below the $1.20 
paid in 2014. Total value for the sockeye  
fishery rang up to $92.4 million. The figure 

Continued on page 12
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the purse seiner Assurance pulls up to the tender Cornelia Marie in Fox 
Farm bay, Prince William sound, plugged with a load of pink salmon.

could rise once icing, bleeding, production, or other bonuses are  
factored in.

Yukon River: Once again, no directed Chinook fishery was 
allowed on the big river. Chum catches tallied more than 535,000 and 
coho catches about 119,000.

Far north: Norton Sound fishermen caught 151,000 coho salmon, 
a new record.

British Columbia
On B.C.’s south coast, a record return and strong catches in Alberni 

Inlet on the west coast of Vancouver Island stood in contrast to  
grimly low sockeye returns to the Fraser River.

The Alberni Inlet fishery targets Somass River sockeye destined 
for Great Central and Sproat lakes on Vancouver Island. The run size 
estimate at the end of August reached 1.9 million fish, the largest run 
ever for the Somass system. The total catch estimate was nearly 1.3 
million adult sockeye.

The Fraser River situation was in stark contrast to last year’s boom 
year when 20.7 million sockeye returned to the Fraser, providing a 
catch of 10.7 million sockeye to Canadian and U.S. fishermen.

Lower than expected returns, low water, and high temperatures 
severely affected Fraser River fisheries.

At the Aug. 28 meeting of the Pacific Salmon Commission’s  
Fraser River Panel, the run size of summer-run sockeye was set at 1.7  
million, substantially below the forecast of nearly 4.7 million.

There were no commercial openings for Fraser River sockeye.
On B.C.’s north coast, what was anticipated to be a decent salmon 

season essentially turned into a disaster.
In the Nass River fisheries along the border with Southeast Alaska, 

an anticipated run of 700,000 sockeye came in at a weak 200,000.
An unusual bloom of glutinous mucilage – a thick slime – 

appeared in the approach waters to the Nass River fishery, making 
fishing virtually impossible. So much of the “icky goo,” as some  
fishermen put it, clung to nets that after one set it took four hours of 
power washing to clean them.

In the Skeena River, an anticipated run of 3.5 million sockeye saw 
only 1 million returns, adequate for spawning escapement but not 
enough to trigger a commercial fishery for most of the season.

On Aug. 23, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) finally allowed 
a 15-hour selective gillnet fishery in a limited area off the mouth of 
the Skeena.

Continued on page 34
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Panoramic view of a cannery that was once at the uyak anchorage. this is now the Old uyak setnet site, where a spanish-American War button 
was found. Photo courtesy of Anjuli Grantham

The Spanish-American War,  
connecting Alaska to the Philippines

by ANJULI GRANTHAM
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Last year, Beth Fields wiped the dirt from a peculiar button 
she found at her family’s setnet site, exposing a gleaming, 
albeit worn, eagle crest.

She discovered that the button likely once graced a Spanish-
American War uniform. But, how would such a memento from the 
1898 war make it to the Old Uyak setnet site on Kodiak Island?

And, more pertinent to readers of Pacific Fishing, what does that 
war have at all to do with the seafood industry?

It ends up, quite a bit. The button very likely was carried to  
Alaska in the sea bag of an early Filipino cannery worker.

It is indisputable that Filipinos have been the backbone of 
the Alaska cannery labor force. This is partly attributed to the  
Spanish-American War. Prior to the war, the Spanish crown  
controlled the Philippines. The Philippines 
became a U.S. possession soon after  
Commodore George Dewey obliterated 
the Spanish forces in Manila. The United 
States co-opted the Filipinos’ long- 
lasting battle for independence from Spain. 
Instead of belonging to the Spanish, the 
Philippines now belonged to Uncle Sam. 
After the Spanish-American War, U.S. ter-
ritorial holdings stretched from the isles 
of the Philippines to the salmon rivers  
of Alaska.

Cannery labor: The timing of the war was 
fortuitous for American-owned Pacific enter-
prises that needed a source of cheap labor, 
especially Hawaiian sugar planters and 
Alaska salmon canners. Now that the Philip-
pines was a U.S. possession, Filipinos were 
considered American nationals. They were 
not citizens; they could not own property or 
vote. But as nationals, they could travel to the 
United States without a passport and work. 

Once the new Filipino immigrants arrived 
in the United States, many hopped on a boat 
in San Francisco or Seattle and headed north. 
They were on their way to remote salmon 
canneries, like those in Uyak Bay. Included 
as a passenger might have been the man who 
presumably carried the American-issued mil-
itary jacket on which the eagle-crested button 
was affixed. 

It was just one year before the war that two 
canneries were built near the Uyak anchor-
age, where the Fields family setnet site is 
today.

Cannery worker demographics extracted 
from old federal salmon reports indicate 
that at the turn of the 20th century, most of 
the Alaska cannery crew hailed from Japan 
or China. Yet, Alaska’s salmon packers were 
in need of a new, cheap labor supply to 
replace the aging Chinese workers. The Chi-
nese Exclusion Act of 1882 severely limited 
the number of Chinese who could enter the 
United States. Thus, new recruits were need-
ed to solder cans, butcher fish, and perform 

the myriad other tasks required to put up cases of salmon. Filipi-
nos, these new American nationals, fit the bill. What started as a 
trickle of Filipino workers to Alaska canneries turned into a wave, 
so much so that by the 1930s, Filipinos outnumbered other ethnic 
groups in Alaska’s canneries. 

We will never know who it was who brought that old Spanish-
American War button to the cannery at Uyak. However, that one 
button reminds us that Alaska’s salmon industry has long been 
connected to global events.  

Historian Anjuli Grantham works as a curator in Kodiak and as  
director of the Alaska Historic Canneries Initiative. She can be reached at 
anjuligrantham@gmail.com.

mailto:anjuligrantham@gmail.com
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WELCoME ABoArD by DANIEL MINTZ 

Keeping the Faith
Young Alaskan revamps vessel for multiple fisheries

F/V Faith

the F/V Faith is a 52-foot fiberglass boat used as a troller, longliner, and pot shrimper. Photos courtesy of raymond douville
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Raymond Douville bought his first and so far only boat, 
the F/V Faith, when he was 21 years old. He modified the 
boat extensively, but one thing stayed the same – its name.

“There was so much going with getting a boat at that age, 
changing the name wasn’t the first thing on my mind – there were 
a lot of other things to take care of,” Douville said.

The 52-foot fiberglass boat was 30 years old when Douville 
bought it in 2006. It was set up for trolling, longlining, and 
shrimping, as it is now.

“But everybody’s got their own idea of what’s the best way to 
do things,” Douville said.

Some renovation was in order. The boat’s cabin had “pretty sig-
nificant rot in places” and was rebuilt.

Replacing the 360-horsepower Detroit Diesel main with a qui-
eter, more fuel-efficient 330-horsepower John Deere 6081 engine 
led to replacement of the boat’s hydraulic components. Installing 
new sounder, radar, and autopilot equipment was accompanied 
by a complete re-wiring of the boat.

After several months of work, a revamped F/V Faith was ready 
for action.

“I was finally able to go fishing and make a little bit of money 
because I was broke,” Douville said.

Early start: Douville, 31, does most of his fishing out of Craig, 
Alaska, where he grew up and crewed on his father’s trolling and 
longlining vessel, the F/V Myrna.

His father, Mike, had to customize his vessel a bit to accommo-
date his son’s early fishing efforts.

“When I started doing it, I was 8 or 9 years old and wasn’t 
tall enough to reach over the side of the boat to gaff the fish,”  
Douville said. “So my father built me a little wooden box I could 
stand on.”

Trolling for salmon soon became Douville’s first work  
experience.

“Once I was 12 or 13 years old, it was pretty much my summer 
job,” he said.

He also longlined for black cod and halibut, which was a bit 
more challenging. He said that “sometimes I had to miss a little 
bit of school to make a longlining trip.”

Still, the decision to make his living from fishing wasn’t a given 
at first. He attended college in Wenatchee, Washington, for two 
years, but “sometime between my sophomore and junior year, I 
bought the boat and never looked back.”

A decade later, the F/V Faith is a different, more versatile boat.
In 2009, Douville replaced the boat’s back deck, aft bulkheads, 

troll cockpit, and bait hatch, along with its four fuel tanks.
He’s also kept the boat’s technology up to date, utilizing  

Coastal Explorer charting software from Rose Point Navigation 
Systems.

Freezing trend: Perhaps the most game-changing addition 
came last year, with the installation of a hatch mount blast freezer.

The unit, with a daily capacity of 3,500 pounds, is primarily 
for shrimp, but it gives Douville the option to freeze salmon. Use 
of freezers is “definitely more common in the fleet” these days,  
he said.

Availability of ice hasn’t been consistent in Craig, Douville 
added, and using ice limits trip lengths. Freezing has its own 
demands, however.

“Operating it and having a decent working knowledge of 
refrigeration adds another element to running the boat,” he said.

So does processing fish for freezing, as it has to be done “in a 

raymond douville fishes out of Craig, Alaska, and was 21 years old 
when he bought his boat, the F/V Faith.

Continued on page 18
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way that’s aesthetically pleasing.”
Good crew members are particularly important for an operation that utilizes 

freezing.
“And it seems like, more and more, good troll crews can be difficult to come by,” 

Douville said.
He added, “Eventually, crew members move on to something bigger and better 

and get their own boats.”
These days, they also prefer seine boats.
“The seine fishery has done so well the last few seasons, fishermen are making 

more money than ever before on seine crews,” Douville said.
Management challenges: The number of crew members Douville needs varies. 

Over the summer and from winter through spring, he’s worked with one crew 
member in the king and coho salmon fisheries.

Two to three crew members work with him when he longlines for black cod and 
halibut during the spring months, and a crew of three helps him with pot fishing 
for spot prawns starting Oct. 1.

This summer, Douville trolled for coho salmon after a low-quota, eight-day king 
salmon season in early July.

Adapting to management moves has been particularly challenging this year. 
Douville said the July 1 king salmon opener wasn’t announced until shortly before 
it started.

Right up to the wire, trollers were wondering how long the season would be, 
which Douville said was “different than anything we’d experienced before.”

The halibut longline fleet also has dealt with a new twist – a requirement to  
carry onboard observers for randomly 
selected trips. Douville said he’s fortunate 
to have enough room on his boat to accom-
modate an observer, but “it’s another head-
ache on top of all the other things you have 
to do with fishing,” and an additional cost.

Douville doubts the wisdom of the con-
troversial management of smaller-size hali-
but boats, but he’s been required to carry an 
observer for only one three-day trip.

“It was OK, but it was basically an incon-
venience to have someone in your way 
when you’re trying to work,” he said. “It 
also adds a lot of things to think about and 
plan on.”

raymond douville has made numerous improvements aboard his  
vessel, adding a blast freezer last year. He plans to “continue to build on 
what i have.”

dennis Parsons (left) and shelton Maves, longline crewmen aboard the 
F/V Faith.

Crewman braden Harding brings aboard a gleaming 
king salmon.

F/V Faith
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Work in progress: Another changeable aspect is the boat itself.
“I’ve done a lot of things to it, but it still has a long way to go,” 

Douville said. “It seems like on a boat, there’s never an end to 
things that need to be fixed or modified.”

He’d like to have a fiberglass cabin and to renovate the engine 
room, which sports “a lot of nice new components” but has the 
same layout it had when the boat was first built.

Asked if he foresees another boat in his future, Douville gave 
the question some thought.

“If I continue with trolling, I think this is a boat that would be 
effective to have, if I continue upgrading it,” he said. “It’s a good 
fit for the combination of fisheries I’m working in.”

Douville added, however, that he doesn’t know if he’ll stick 
with salmon trolling as a primary fishery for the rest of his career.

“It’s hard to say with fishing, because the resource can change,” 
he said. “But in the near future, my plan is to continue to build on 
what I have.”  

raymond douville’s daughter, Cora, at the wheel of the F/V Faith.

running shrimp pots is part of raymond douville’s diversified approach 
to Alaska commercial fishing.

Crewmen dennis Parsons (left) and Jim Farmer unload black cod.

Owner: Raymond Douville
Vessel type: Troller, longliner, pot shrimper
Length: 52 feet
Hull type: Fiberglass
Engine: 330-horsepower John Deere 6081
Year built: 1976
Builder: Seamaster
Homeport: Craig, Alaska

F/V Faith at a glance
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FISH FACTor by LAINE WELCH

Effort to study Chinook decline continues on reduced scale
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Research priorities: One of the casualties of this year’s state 
budget cuts was funding for a program aimed at discovering why 
Alaska’s Chinook salmon stocks began declining after 2007.

A five-year, $30 million Chinook Salmon Research Initiative 
launched in 2013 included more than 100 researchers focused on 
three dozen projects in 12 major river systems from Southeast to  
the Yukon.

Now the ambitious effort has been cut to just over one dozen  
projects.

“When we saw we weren’t going to get a third appropriation 
this fiscal year, we had to step back and narrow the focus and make 
sure key projects still had money to continue for at least the next 
two years,” said Ed Jones, a coordinator with the state Sport Fish  
Division who oversees the initiative team.

The project has received two $7.5 million appropriations so far, 
and just over $6 million remains.

“We’re hopeful that another appropriation will come down the 
pike,” Jones said. “These are long-term endeavors, and we’ve just 
now scratched the surface of the research.”

Continuing will be Chinook harvest sampling programs at Prince 
William Sound, Kodiak and Cook Inlet, and Southeast.

“Those projects are very important. They identify stocks of  
Chinook salmon over time in our catches. You know the old assump-
tion that you catch a Chinook right off the mouth of a river and it’s 
going to that river? We’re starting to realize that’s not necessarily the 
case,” Jones said.

Also saved is a new juvenile Chinook tagging project at the  
Copper River.

“For two years we’ve tagged smolt and clipped off an adipose 

fin as they are starting to leave the river. We 
also are doing genetic sampling,” Jones said. 
“So when those fish start to return as adults to 
Prince William Sound, we will be able to tell 
what stocks in that catch are actually going 
into the Copper River and what stocks are 
going elsewhere. And in theory, we’ll be able to tell what the marine 
survival is of the Chinook salmon over time. That’s pretty neat.”

Initiative dollars also have helped fund an ongoing, four-year 
juvenile salmon tracking program that identifies Chinook cycles and 
production over time on the Yukon.

And important new programs are tracking adult salmon on the 
Kuskokwim and Nushagak rivers.

It appears more Chinook salmon are in the Nushagak than anyone 
ever thought.

“We have an adult marker/catcher project in the Nushagak, and 
we compare that to the estimates we’ve been obtaining for many 
years through the sonar project,” Jones said. “The sonar project is 
designed to count sockeye salmon, and it does a really good job of 
that. But Chinook salmon are kind of finicky, and once the sockeye 
get in the river, they shy away and run more in the middle of the 
river and avoid our sonar array. We’re starting to realize there’s more 
fish getting by than we originally thought.”

“I’ve always thought the Nushagak was probably one of the larg-
est producers of wild Chinook salmon in the world,” Jones added, 
“and certainly with the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, those three  
systems in any given year could be the world’s largest producer.”

Chinook salmon stock assessments in Southeast Alaska have been 
in the water since the early 1990s in response to needs identified by 
the Pacific Salmon Treaty. These are by far “the leaders along the 
entire coast in the field of stock assessment,” Jones said, and he 
hopes the initiative can “move those methodologies northward to 
the rest of the state.”

“During the downturn in Chinook production, folks were  
asking why these fish were not coming back. In Southeast, our  
projects identified the problem was not the freshwater environ-
ment,” Jones said. “We were finding that the fish were dying in the 
marine environment at a higher rate than ever before. We couldn’t 
say that up north because we didn’t have the projects in the water.”

Chinook salmon spend five years at sea before returning to their 
home streams to spawn, and their runs consist of multiple age  
classes, with 5-year-olds being dominant. This year, the runs showed 
some hopeful signs.

“Long story short, what we’ve seen in recent years is back-to-back 
poor brood year production over multiple years,” Jones said. “But 
this year we finally saw a bright spot with that 2010 brood year, 
and next year we have very good confidence in average to above 
average production of 6-year-olds. That’s a good sign, but what we 
really need to see is back-to-back good brood years. Then I’ll start  
saying we’re climbing out of the hole and starting to cycle in the 
other direction.”

      
Halibut happenings: The interim meeting of the International 

Pacific Halibut Commission is set for Dec. 1-2 in Seattle.
The public can submit regulation or management proposals by 

Oct. 31 for consideration at the commission’s 92nd annual meeting 
set for January in Juneau.

At that meeting the 2016 halibut catch limits, season dates, and 
any new rules for the fishery will be decided. More information at 
iphc.int.

Laine Welch writes the Fish Factor newspaper column and produces  
Alaska Fish Radio out of Kodiak.

http://www.iphc.int
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First Nations, Suzuki oppose turning hake into fish meal
Reduction row: First Nations and environmentalists criticized the 

Canadian government’s decision to allow the hake fishery an exemp-
tion from a federal law that bars using edible fish for reduction to 
fish meal.

The important Russian market is closed to British Columbia hake 
due to an economic embargo of Canadian products.

With no alternative market in sight, the industry appealed to  
Fisheries and Oceans Canada to lift the no-reduction law, among 
other options.

Section 31 of the Fisheries Act states: “No one shall catch, fish for, 
take, buy, sell, possess or export any fish for the purposes of convert-
ing it into fish meal, manure, guano or fertilizer, or for the manufac-
ture or conversion of the fish into oil, fish meal or manure or other 
fertilizing product, except under authority of the Minister.”

On July 24, DFO announced that a total of 54,928 metric tons of 
offshore Pacific hake would be available for reduction purposes.

“DFO is permitting the use of offshore Pacific Hake for reduction 
purposes as an exceptional measure intended to provide interim 
support over a one-year transition period for the hake industry to 
adjust and diversify, such that the industry will be better positioned 
to adapt to current and future market changes,” the agency said.

The Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations, representing 14 tribal groups 
along the west coast of Vancouver Island, wrote a letter to Minister 
of Fisheries Gail Shea stating that they were not consulted on the  
decision and recommending the minister deny the request of the 
hake industry to reopen a reduction fishery.

“The government of Canada has a duty to consult with First 
Nations when an action may infringe on the aboriginal rights of  
First Nations,” wrote Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council President  
Debra Foxcroft.

The letter said Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations had witnessed  
reduction fisheries for herring and dogfish in their territories.

“Reduction fisheries were outlawed by the Fisheries Act for 
good reason: to conserve and protect Canadian fisheries for human  
consumption. Canada enshrined a serious principle when it out-
lawed reduction fisheries,” Foxcroft wrote. “Canada will allow  
fisheries for human consumption but will not allow fisheries to turn 
fish into meal or oil for other purposes, including for feeding oth-
er fish or poultry for eventual human consumption. This principle 
should not be cast aside for the short-term economic benefit of a few.”

Scott Wallace, senior research scientist at Canada’s David Suzuki 
Foundation, acknowledged that the exemption is a one-year  
exceptional measure but argues that reduction fisheries should not be 
permitted in Canadian waters under any circumstances.

“With the price of fish meal continually climbing, converting fish 
into meal is an increasingly attractive proposition for fisheries – 
first hake, then herring, dogfish, or any fish that isn’t selling in the 
global market,” Wallace wrote in a statement on the group’s website.  
“The future benefits of letting the fish simply swim for a year and 
contribute to the ecosystem in which the fishery is embedded were 
never considered. The minister’s decision should be revoked, and 
public discussion should be made an essential part of decisions 
involving these kinds of exemptions.”

      
More opposition to LNG plant: First Nations bands opposed to 

a massive liquefied natural gas (LNG) facility at the mouth of the 
Skeena River received significant support from a university research 
project in August.

Earlier this year, the members of the Lax Kw’alaams Band rejected 
an offer of $1.15 billion in compensation on grounds that the project 
threatened salmon stocks and other marine resources.

The Petronas-led $11 billion megaproject faces opposition from 
numerous First Nations groups in the region.

Now their opposition based on traditional knowledge and use 

of the area has been backed up by Jonathan 
Moore, a Simon Fraser University professor.

Moore’s research determined that juvenile 
salmon from 40 different populations uti-
lize Flora Bank, the area where the new LNG  
terminal is proposed along the estuary of the 
Skeena River. Between 100 million to 1 billion juvenile salmon are 
estimated to use the area annually.

      
SeaChoice drops supermarket chain: SeaChoice, a supporter of 

sustainable seafood practices, has dropped B.C.’s Overwaitea Food 
Group (OFG), operator of numerous supermarkets under names such 
as Overwaitea, Save-On, and PriceSmart.

OFG is owned by the Jim Pattison Group, which also owns the 
Canadian Fishing Co.

On Aug. 10, SeaChoice announced it was discontinuing its  
sustainable seafood partnership with OFG because “certain terms 
and objectives” were no longer being realized.

“This is the first SeaChoice/retailer partnership to be terminat-
ed,” SeaChoice said. “OFG was the first major Canadian retailer to  
develop a sustainable seafood policy and publicly profile sustainable 
seafood with SeaChoice in its stores in 2009.”

SeaChoice said it promotes sustainable seafood programs based on 
six key steps for retailers.

“These include making a public commitment, collecting data,  
buying environmentally responsible seafood, being transparent,  
educating staff and consumers, and supporting reform of unsustain-
able fisheries.”

Michel Drouin has been covering the British Columbia fishing industry 
since 1990.
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MID-CoAST rEporT by KATIE WILSON

Albacore fishing is scratchy amid odd climate conditions

"Fastest, easiest way to cut down on
marine hydraulic noise"

Not so hot tuna: The albacore season got off to an early start in 
June but has proved to be a “blah” year, fishermen say.

Wayne Heikkila, executive director of the Western Fishboat 
Owners Association, which represents fishermen up and down 
the West Coast, blames an El Niño year coupled with other 
strange climate anomalies including “the blob,” a stretch of warm 
water that has persisted off the Oregon, Washington, and Alaska 
coasts for the past two summers.

“The season started early, but it hasn’t been real productive,” 
Heikkila said.

WFOA member boats have reported that fishing has been  
concentrated primarily in the waters near Newport, Oregon, 
north to the Columbia River. In the waters south of Newport, 
and especially off California, there has been, Heikkila said, “next  
to nothing.”

The albacore that fishermen have encountered have been  
widely dispersed.

“It seems like water conditions have suppressed feed too,” 
Heikkila said.

Salmon and tuna fishermen have not had the easiest year, as 
unusually warm weather and water temperatures continue to 
affect fish populations and prey.

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center recently said it could be 
looking at one of the strongest El Niño weather patterns since 
1997.

Last year and into this spring, NOAA forecasters had 
announced that a weak El Niño was beginning to develop. By 

July, forecasters updated this to predict 
that the pattern would strengthen and per-
sist into next spring. Strong El Niño events 
often bring higher than normal air and water  
temperatures and lower than normal  
precipitation.

Communities at the mouth of the Columbia River experienced 
a very unusual summer, including multiple days where afternoon 
temperatures soared into the mid-80s.

For fishing and aquaculture industries, it’s been no day at the 
beach. Massive harmful algal blooms in the ocean (likely aided 
by the warm temperatures) shut down razor clam and commer-
cial crab fisheries in Washington. In Washington’s Willapa Bay,  
oyster growers and harvesters struggled to meet new  
Department of Health guidelines for getting product out of the 
water, on ice, and cooled down, with warm water tempera-
tures complicating their efforts. Some businesses have changed  
operations, harvesting earlier or later in the day.

      
Fish deaths: An Oregon hatchery experienced its second major 

die-off of fish this year. The hatchery, located in the Roseburg area 
along the North Umpqua River, lost 150,000 summer steelhead 
to disease stemming from warm water in the river, the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife announced Aug. 21.

In June, the hatchery lost its entire spring Chinook stock when 
an intake pipe clogged.

A spokesperson for ODFW said the two incidents at the  
hatchery were not related, and the most recent die-off was not the 
fault of any hatchery practices or faulty equipment.

Elsewhere, hatcheries struggled to keep stocks healthy as warm 
water and low stream and river flows combined to make a perfect 
breeding ground for pathogens.

Near Winlock, Washington, between 66,000 to 100,000 fish 
died in Olequa Creek, a tributary of the Cowlitz River, after a 
fire burned down a nearby warehouse, which may have released 
more than a thousand gallons of vegetable oil into the water Aug. 
24, according to the Washington Department of Ecology.

Though most of the fish apparently killed by the spill were a 
bottom-dwelling fish called sculpin, the spill also affected juvenile 
salmonids, rainbow and cutthroat trout, and steelhead.

The Department of Ecology is still investigating the spill and 
the cause of the fish deaths in the creek. Crews were working to 
clean up the spill.

      
Salmon outlook: Good runs were expected for the fall Chinook 

and coho salmon commercial fisheries on the Columbia River.
Forecasters put the total number of fall Chinook adult returns 

at 925,300 fish. That’s less than the actual return of over 1.1  
million fish in 2014 but better than the 2005-14 average annual 
return of 631,200 fish.

Coho also looked strong. The forecast called for 539,600 adults, 
above the 2005-14 annual average of 459,800 fish.

At press time, the river already was busy with fish and was 
packed with sport fishing boats for most of August after the  
opening of the Buoy 10 recreational fishery.

Katie Wilson is a reporter for the Chinook Observer in Long Beach, 
Wash.
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SoUTHErN CLIMES by DANIEL MINTZ 

Upcoming election could redefine Humboldt harbor district
Port politics: For fishermen in Eureka, a lot rides on the  

decisions made by the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation &  
Conservation District, and the agency soon could see a turnover 
in leadership. 

In this November’s election, three out of five seats on the  
district’s board are up for voter approval. Eight candidates are 
running, including two incumbents. 

A third incumbent, Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing  
Association (HFMA) President Aaron Newman, has decided not 
to run for re-election. 

Newman’s work has been generally well-regarded. But some 
moves, such as joining his  
district board colleagues in  
support of proposals to intro-
duce commercial uses upland 
of the Woodley Island Marina, 
have been unpopular among 
fishermen. 

Also during his term, New-
man pleaded guilty to three 
misdemeanor violations of state fish and wildlife codes related to 
his takes of deer and abalone. That probably would have been an 
issue had Newman decided to seek re-election, but he said that’s 
not why he’s not running. 

“The truth is, 80 percent of my fishing is done out of the area 
now, and I’m tired of ending a trip early or starting a trip late 
because I have a meeting,” he said. 

Among the trio of candidates seeking to win Newman’s seat  
is James Roberts, a commercial fisherman who also owns a  
cabinet-making business. He’s cited dissatisfaction over  
increased mooring fees and inadequate dredging as motivations 
for his candidacy. 

Another fishing industry-related candidate is Susan Rotwein, 
who co-owns a fishing boat and the Cap’n Zach’s Crab House 
seafood market along with her husband, Zach Rotwein. She’s  
running against incumbent Patrick Higgins, a fisheries biologist 
and recreational fisherman. 

In a campaign press release, Rotwein said she wants to work 
on “restoring the fishing fleet infrastructure by working with the 
private sector to build a new cold-storage plant.” 

In addition to the fishing-related issues, the district’s budget 
management and its decision not to pursue development of a port 
railroad link are shaping up to be the election’s main topics. 

      
Association election: There’s also potential for change in lead-

ership of the Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association. 
Aaron Newman’s third term as president ends this year, 

and the post will be up for review by the association’s board in 
November.

He said he’s been “reluctantly staying on” in the post because 
no one else has stepped up to take it. 

Newman’s stances on harbor district issues have been  
publically challenged by Ken Bates, the association’s vice  
president. Bates expects there will be interest in the association’s 
presidency this time around. 

“There are other people who will be willing to do that job,”  
he said.

      
Dockside dining: Eureka’s Fisherman’s Terminal project has 

been successful in establishing two buying/
processing facilities and docking infrastruc-
ture on the city’s waterfront.

In mid-August, another facet was added. 
Jack’s Seafood restaurant is now stationed 

at the terminal building’s waterfront-facing side and serving 
“locally sourced seafood.”

While not exactly a boon to the local fleet, the restaurant 
helps advance an effort to link the waterfront’s fishing activity  
with tourism. 

To that end, an outdoor seating area allows close-up glimpses 
of the docking and unloading 
that’s part of bringing sea-
food out of the ocean and onto  
the plate. 

But the dining patio’s place-
ment may be too close for 
comfort. Ken Bates, who is the 
HFMA’s land-use specialist, 
said that the outdoor seating 

encroaches on the commercial dock area, and the restaurant’s 
emergency exit would spill diners onto it. 

Bates and the terminal’s processors are working with city offi-
cials on a proposed solution: re-align the outdoor seating and add 
fencing to channel emergency access away from the dock. 

      
On salmon’s side: A tug-of-war over water is becoming 

more intense as dry conditions persevere. But the U.S. Bureau of  
Reclamation – and a federal judge – have paid heed to the plight 
of Chinook salmon in the lower Klamath River basin. 

From late July to mid-August, there was opposition from  
fisheries advocates to the bureau’s plan to release water into the 
Klamath via the Lewiston Dam on the Trinity River. Biologists 
from the Hoopa Valley, Yurok, and Karuk tribes led an effort to 
lobby the bureau for release of a higher volume of water than the 
agency proposed, citing the early presence of disease spurred by 
low river flows and elevated water temperatures. 

Bureau officials held firm on their plans – until severely  
infected salmon were discovered by tribal surveyors as the  
agency prepared to begin a month-long schedule of releases. 

On Aug. 21, the bureau began releasing the water at the volume 
level the tribes and other fisheries advocates had asked for. 

But when it comes to water in California, one side’s gain is 
another’s loss, and within days of the Klamath flow increases, a 
lawsuit emerged. 

As it did last year, the mighty Westlands Water District sought 
an injunction to the dam releases. And like last time, the lawsuit 
was rejected by a federal judge.

The district, which supplies water to numerous farms in 
the state’s Central Valley, argued that the bureau doesn’t have  
the authority to protect salmon that aren’t listed under the  
Endangered Species Act. 

 But the judge ruled that evidence showed the releases are  
necessary to avert a fisheries disaster.

Daniel Mintz has reported on Humboldt County, Calif., government 
and natural resources industries for more than a decade.

“the truth is, 80 percent of my fishing is done 
out of the area now, and i’m tired of ending a 
trip early or starting a trip late because i have a 
meeting.”  – Aaron newman
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MANUFACTURERS OF:

DUTCH HArBor rEporT by JIM PAULIN

Mob of humpback whales hounds bait herring fishery
Dutch Harbor herring harvest: The local herring fishery 

wrapped up once the whales got out of the way and the  
weather cleared.

The Dutch Harbor food and bait fishery opened July 15 and 
closed July 21.

Fishermen made catches around Akutan and in Unimak Pass.
“They were able to find some fish away from the whales and 

have some opportunity,” said Charles Russell, a management 
biologist with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

Despite the fishery’s name, Dutch Harbor herring are not sold 
for food but as bait for crabbers and longliners, said Matthew 
Keyse, another Fish and Game biologist.

The amounts caught are dictated by the needs of seafood pro-
cessors, he said. This year’s buyers were Westward, Peter Pan, 
and Trident, Keyse said.

Aside from whales, high winds contributed to three days of 
down time for purse seiners participating in this year’s harvest, 
Russell said.

The three-boat fleet couldn’t fish on opening day because of the 
heavy presence of humpback whales near Akutan in the eastern 
Aleutian Islands.

Russell reported “world-class whale viewing” as he flew over 
the seine fleet between Akun and Akutan islands.

“I’ve never seen that many whales concentrated in one area. It 
looked like a couple of hundred whales,” he said.

Russell viewed the whales on an eight-hour trip in a vintage 
Cessna Bird Dog float plane, flying with the spotter pilot who 
directs the seiners to the herring schools.

Seiners avoid setting in front of a group 
of whales, which can lead to damaged gear 
and injury to the huge cetaceans.

Normally, fishing would have ended 
sooner, but for three problems – the whales, 
the weather, and the “huge biomass” of herring swimming too 
deep. Fishermen ideally want the fish on the surface but can 
round them up to a maximum of 10 fathoms, or 60 feet deep,  
Russell said.

The purse seine quota was 1,878 tons, and the seiners caught 
nearly 100 tons more, at 1,972 tons. The overage was subtracted 
from the gillnet quota. As usual, however, no gillnetters fished.

The allocation for purse seiners was down from last year’s 
2,099 tons.

The fish are “pretty large,” weighing between 300 and 600 
grams, with a pound being just over 500 grams, Russell said.

When the herring are harvested near the road system in  
Unalaska, the fishery can be a spectator event.

The seine fleet is much smaller since a cooperative system was 
adopted. Around 15 years ago, the fleet would have had about 20 
boats, with a small air force of spotter planes circling overhead. 
Frequent overharvests prompted the co-op system.

This year’s gillnet quota was 306 tons, but no boats have pur-
sued local herring with gillnets for the past several years. The last 
gillnet harvest was in 2009.

The gillnet fishery has never gained much traction since its cre-
ation at the urging of the Unalaska Native Fishermen’s Associa-
tion about 15 years ago. The intention was to create opportunity 
for local small-boat fishermen.

The gillnet fishery’s best year was in 2004, with seven boats 
catching 31 tons out of a 216-ton allocation, Keyse said.

Now, Russell said, “there doesn’t seem to be anybody  
interested.”

However, the herring fishery remains open until early next 
year, officially closing on Feb. 28.

If someone wanted to fish the gillnet quota, Russell said, 
“they’d have to give me a call, and I’d open it for them.”

If that happened, it would be historic.
“It’s never happened in the past,” he said.

      
Harbor improvements: Construction was underway on the 

Robert Storrs small-boat harbor replacement project.
Vessels should be allowed to return to C Float by Sept. 30, when 

work is scheduled for completion, Unalaska Ports Director Peggy 
McGlaughlin said.

Turnagain Marine, of Anchorage, is the contractor on the $4.3 
million project.

C Float informally was known as the “ghetto dock.”
The city seized two abandoned vessels for nonpayment of har-

bor fees – the Crossfire and the houseboat Brigadoon. Both were 
towed to the landfill and burned.

Other boats that were berthed at C Float were relocated to the 
Carl E. Moses boat harbor and the small-boat harbor’s A and B 
floats.

The city plans to replace A and B floats in future years,  
depending on state funding, McGlaughlin said.

Jim Paulin is a longtime Unalaska/Dutch Harbor journalist.
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by WESLEY LOYALASkA NoTEBook

Icicle sale crumbles and a ‘new beginning’ for American
Never mind: A deal announced in June to sell Icicle Seafoods has 

fallen through.
Paine & Partners, the private equity firm that has held  

Seattle-based Icicle since 2007, said in a Sept. 4 press release that 
agreements to sell Icicle had been terminated.

The firm didn’t explain why.
Icicle is a major processor of salmon, halibut, pollock, and other 

species in Alaska.
The press release noted that Icicle is “experiencing positive  

performance across its business units, driven by strong volumes 
during the 2015 wild salmon season and excellent operational  
performance, coupled with an improved pricing environment for 
its farmed Atlantic salmon business.”

Paine & Partners had said Icicle would be sold in two pieces.  
An Indonesian company, Convergence Holdings, was to acquire  
Icicle’s land-based wild 
seafood processing and 
farmed salmon opera-
tions with another com-
pany, Dominion Catch-
ers, to acquire Icicle’s  
harvesting and processing 
vessels and associated fish-
ing rights.

While this deal is off, 
Paine & Partners said Icicle 
remains for sale.

“Paine  & Par tners 
intends to reinitiate a sale 
process for Icicle upon 
completion of the 2015 
salmon season,” the Sept. 4 
press release said.

This is not the first time 
we’ve seen the announced 
sale of a major Alaska pro-
cessor fail to close. In 2006, Ocean Beauty Seafoods said it was  
selling out to Trident Seafoods, but that deal fell through.

      
American Seafoods refinancing: Alaska trawling titan  

American Seafoods on Aug. 20 announced it had closed a big deal 
involving “a significant equity capital infusion and a refinancing of 
the company’s outstanding debt.”

The Seattle company said that a prominent trio of seafood  
industry veterans had invested in American Seafoods and now 
sit on its board: Frank Dulcich, chief executive of Pacific Seafood 
Group; Chris Lischewski, chief executive of Bumble Bee Foods; and 
Amy Humphreys, former chief executive of Icicle Seafoods.

Further, a private investment firm, Bregal Partners, now holds 
“a significant but noncontrolling interest in American Seafoods.”

Bernt Bodal remains as chairman and chief executive.
“This is truly a new beginning for American Seafoods,” Bodal 

said. “We already have the most advanced vessels and the best 
people in the business. Now we also have a balance sheet that 
enables them to reach their full potential.”

American Seafoods had been struggling financially, according to 
media reports in the months leading up to the deal.

The company operates a fleet of factory trawlers in the Bering 

Sea and West Coast groundfish fisheries.
      

ASMI news: The Alaska Seafood Market-
ing Institute plans to spend up to $50,000 to 
explore South Korea as a market for Alaska 
seafood.

The Juneau-based state agency on Sept. 1 posted a request for 
proposals from consultants to conduct “a feasibility study to deter-
mine the current scope and potential for Alaska seafood in the 
South Korea market and potential for marketing activities in the 
region.”

ASMI already promotes Alaska seafood in many other countries 
around the world.

The request for proposals noted: “South Korea remains a  
reprocessor and destination for trans-shipments, and import  

statistics alone do not tell 
the whole story. What Alas-
ka products are demon-
strating the greatest growth 
in the market? What  
products have the greatest 
potential, whether or not 
domestic consumption has 
already taken hold? What 
is the actual dollar value of 
individual products staying 
in the market?”

ASMI wants to know 
what opportunities exist in 
South Korea for high-val-
ue products (such as king 
crab, black cod, and sock-
eye salmon), lower-cost 
products (such as pollock, 
flatfish, and pink salmon), 
and underutilized products 

(such as sea cucumber, cod livers and milt, and herring roe).
ASMI expects the consultant to complete the study by  

March 1, 2016.
In other ASMI news, the agency was advertising for a new  

executive director to replace Michael Cerne, who resigned on July 
10 after nearly three years in the position. A former ASMI chief, 
Ray Riutta, was serving as interim executive director.

      
Blotter: Alaska authorities in August won convictions against 

the three trawl vessel operators who pled guilty to fishing  
violations near Adak Island in the Aleutian chain.

The vessels involved were the 296-foot Katie Ann, the 102-foot 
Muir Milach, and the 88-foot Aleutian Challenger.

Authorities said an investigation revealed that the three  
vessels “made multiple tows with their trawls through state waters in  
violation of state harvest regulations.”

The operators were fined a combined $12,000 and forfeited more 
than $106,000 worth of Pacific cod to the state.

Wesley Loy is editor of Pacific Fishing magazine and producer of  
Deckboss, a blog on Alaska commercial fisheries.

the seiner Pacific Venture sank after grounding on rocks sept. 1 at sitka. the 
cause of the mishap was under investigation, and efforts to salvage the boat 
were ongoing. u.s. Coast Guard photo
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or email at casmith@foss.com.

Marine Transportation Services • Harbor Services 
Engineering and Shipyard Services • Liner Barge Services

www.foss.com/shipyards

BOATBUILDING
REPAIR
FABRICATION

SEATTLE, WA
206.953.7676
SNOWBOATBUILDING.COM

• Structural Steel & Aluminum Repair
• Piping Services 
• Repowers, Equipment Installs
• Installation of Deflector Marine 
• Rudder Systems
• Wheelhouse Design & Fabrication, 
•• Interiors
• Masts, Booms, & Deck Equipment 

OUR CREW INCLUDES DESIGNERS, PLATE 
& STRUCTURAL FITTERS, PIPE FITTERS, 
DNV & ABS CERTIFIED WELDERS, 
MECHANICS, & CARPENTERS

Contact
DIANE
SANDVIK
She knows
the business.

To reserve space,  
contact DIANE at (206) 920-5516  

or dianes@pacificfishing.com

THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  

WANt to 
rEAch 
fIShErmEN?  



PARTIAL LIST/CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT!

PACIFIC FISHING   

LISTINGS WANTED!!!

IFQ: ALL AREAS
BOATS: ALL KINDS

PERMITS: ALL TYPES  
 

JOIN OUR LIST OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

CALL TODAY.
 

BUYERS ARE WAITING.

www.permitmaster.com

—IFQ—

NEW LISTINGS DAILY. CALL FOR QUOTES  
OR CHECK OUT OUR COMPLETE LIST  

ON THE WEB — $/F = FISHED

 

CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF VESSELS FOR SALE
INCLUDING MANY BOAT/PERMIT PACKAGES

Toll Free: 888-588-1001

4302 Whistle Lake Rd • Anacortes, WA 98221

  
  

ONLINE @ www.permitmaster.com  Email: vessels@permitmaster.com Fax: 360-293-4180

IFQs • VESSELS • PERMITS
E X C E P T I O N A L  F U L L  S E R V I C E  B R O K E R A G E

— PERMITS —

THE PERMIT MASTER

hERRiNg
SITKA SEINE ...................................... $300K
PWS SEINE .......................................... $25K
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $11K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $26K
SE GILLNET .......................................... $12K
KODIAK GILLNET .....................................N/A
NORTON SOUND .................................... $2K
HOONAH POUND .....................................N/A
CRAIG POUND ...................................... $35K
PWS POUND ...........................................N/A
SALmoN 
S.E. DRIFT ............................................ $85K
PWS DRIFT ........................................ $235K
COOK INLET DRIFT. .................................N/A
COOK INLET SET ...........................$60K/PKG
AREA M DRIFT ................................... $160K
AREA M SET ........................................ $60K
BBAY DRIFT ....................................... $130K
BBAY SET......................................$60K PKG
SE SEINE ........................................... $275K
PWS SEINE ........................................ $205K 
COOK INLET SEINE ............................... $87K
KODIAK SEINE ...................................... $42K

CHIGNIK SEINE ................................... $190K
AREA M SEINE ..................................... $60K
POWER TROLL ..................................... $36K
HAND TROLL ........................................ $12K
PUGET SOUND DRIFT ........................... $25K
PUGET SOUND SEINE .............. $190K W/NET
ShELLfiSh
SE DUNGY 300 POT ................................N/A
SE DUNGY 225 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 150 POT ........................WANTED
SE DUNGY 75 POT ..................................N/A
SE POT SHRIMP ..............................WANTED
KODIAK TANNER <60’ .......................... $28K 
DiVE
SE GEODUCK ....................................... $65K
SE CUCUMBER ..................................... $27K
miSC.
CHATHAM BLACKCOD .....................WANTED
CAL NEAR SHORE ...........................WANTED
CAL SQUID ......................................WANTED
OR TROLL/37’ ...................................... $12K
WA TROLL .......................................WANTED
CAL LOBSTER .................................WANTED
CAL TROLL/42’ .................................... $15K

EXCEpTioNAL “fULL” SERViCE
BRoKERAgE SAmpLES

ANY# “C” SE BCOD UNBLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “C” SE BCOD BLKD @ WANTED

10,000# “B” WY BCOD UNBLKD @ $28
5,000# “C” CG BCOD BLKD @ $22

9,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $17
5,000# “C” WG BCOD UNBLKD @ $14

9,000# “B” AI BCOD BLKD @ $3
20,000# “B” AI BCOD UNBLKD @ $4

ANY# “C/D” 2C HAL BLKD @ WANTED
ANY# “C” 3A HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED

ANY# “B/C” 3B HAL UNBLKD @ WANTED
20,000# “B” 4D HAL UNBLKED @ $20

p2184m – 33' ROBERTS TOPHOUSE CRABBER, PERKINS 
MAIN, BORG WARNER GEAR. LOTS OF ROOM ON DECK,  
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. READY TO GO FOR FALL. ASKING 
$75K.

p2108m – 40' TROLLER, UNIFLITE HULL FINISHED BY  
ISLAND MARINE, GMC 6V53 MAIN AND TWIN DISC 506 
BOTH REMANNED IN 2013, CESSNA HYD PUMP OFF 
CLUTCHMASTER, KOLSTRAND ANCHOR WINCH, ALL  
ALUMINUM RIGGING, HASBRA GURDIES. 2 VHF, SIMRAD 
RADAR, FURUNO GPS, SITEX PLOTTER, WOOD FREE-
MAN PILOT. REDUCED TO $110K. POWER TROLL PERMIT  
AVAILABLE.

p2149m – 58 X 26 STEEL SEINER, 3406 CAT MAIN, 90 KW 
AUX, 2 SMALLER AUX, NEW 30 TON RSW, PACKS 140K+. 
COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. ASKING $850K.

p2187m – 47' DELTA/LECLERCQ TOPHOUSE SEINER, TMD-
120A VOLVO MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, 20KW ISUZU AUX, 20 
TON RSW W/NEW CHILLER, COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. WELL 
MAINTAINED WITH REGULAR UPGRADES. TURN-KEY. ASKING 
$395K.

p2186m – 40 X 14 ALUMINUM COMBO, TWIN CUMMINS 
6BTA 5.9, ZF GEARS, KONRAD DRIVES, BIG OPEN DECK 
WITH BUILT IN SLIDE TRACK FOR REEL, COMPLETE  
ELECTRONICS. EASILY RIGGED FOR MULTIPLE FISHERIES. 
$159K INCLUDES TRUCK AND TRAILER.

p2190m – 58' DELTA, 3408 CAT MAIN, 50KW JOHN DEERE 
AUX AND 28KW ISUZU AUX. 30 TON RSW W/TITANIUM 
CHILLER, PACKS 112K IN 2 HOLDS THAT WERE REGLASSED 
BEFORE SEASON, PLUS 350 CU FT BAIT FREEZER.  
BULBOUS BOW W/THRUSTER. COMPLETE ELECTRONICS. 
NEW SHAFTING AND BEARINGS IN PAST 3 YEARS. CON-
STANTLY MAINTAINED AND UPGRADED BY ORIGINAL 
OWNER. $1.5M. 

p2188m – CLASSIC HEAVY DUTY HANSEN LIMIT SEINER, 
CUMMINS 855 MAIN W/1500 HOURS SMOH, TWIN DISC 
GEAR, 35KW ISUZU, 15 TON ANDERSON RSW. PACKS 
58K IN 2 HOLDS. KNUCKLEHEAD BOOM. COMPLETE  
ELECTRONICS. COMPLETE SE PACKAGE AVAILABLE WITH 
SKIFF, SEINE AND PERMIT. ASKING $300K FOR BOAT ONLY.

p2185m – 50' TOPHOUSE LECLERCQ, 550HP LUGGER 
MAIN, TWIN DISC GEAR, LUGGER AUX, 19 TON RSW. TWIN 
PICKING BOOMS W/WINCHES, VANGING, SLIDER AND  
TOPPING ON MAIN. COMPLETE ELECTRTONICS INCLUDE 
DUAL RADARS, GPS, COLOR SOUNDER, WESMAR SONAR, 
WAGNER MKIV PILOT, 5 STATION MMC CONTROLS,  
NOBLETEC ON DELL COMPUTER. VESSEL IS IMMACULATE 
INSIDE AND OUT. ONLY $650K.
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The F/V Morgan  
is ready to fish 

your IFQs!
The F/V Morgan is a 32' Delta, available 
to fish all classes of quota in all areas. 
It’s a like-new, fully-equipped, clean, 
and comfortable boat. Professional 
crew with 15+ years experience in 
the fishery. Flexible schedule and 
competitive rates. No #2s, best prices. 
For more information, contact 
Jonathan Pavlik  •  (907) 314-0714 Cell  •  (907) 784-3032 Home

AVAILABLE TO HARVEST YOUR IFQS!

Contact Norman @ 509-675-0304 or alaskanorm@centurylink.net

We deliver quality product!
F/V Sherrie Marie, 61’ Steel long-
liner, available for hired skipper and 
walk-ons. 30+ years experience 
in fishery. Excellent, fully equipped 
boat, seasoned professional crew 
with HIGH QUALITY standards. 
All fish is delivered bled and iced. 
Competitive rates and references.

800-992-4960  907-235-4966
UPDATED LISTINGS ON THE WEB

PO BOX 505, HOMER ALASKA 99603
Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc.

FULL SERVICE MARINE BROKERAGE
FAX: 907-235-4965 E-MAIL: abp@acsalaska.net

IFQs PERMITS VESSELS

www.alaskaboat.com

TWIN DISC MarINe TraNSMIS-
sions, Caterpillar and Cummins Engines 
& parts. New and rebuilt, biggest selection 
of used ENG & Gear parts in the world 
available. Worldwide shipping. Best pric-
ing. Call Steve at Marine Engine & Gear 
781-837-5424 or email at twindiscgears@
verizon.net

Run as is

Please make changes as indicated

May 09 Fishermen’s News

Currency
Fisheries LLC

Drum Drives & Bait Cutters

Ilia Kuzmin
907-299-1818

kuzmini1818@gmail.com

P.O. Box 3433 • Homer, AK 99603

Drum Drives that replace  
the old KRD Drive

Pacific Fishing Oct ‘15

(206)789-5101
(800)683-0297

See all our listings at www.dockstreetbrokers.com.

Dock Street Brokers

HALIBUT IFQ
2C-D-B:    1,900 lbs ..........asking $47.00
3A-C-B:    1,800 lbs ..........asking $48.00
4A-B-B:    3,000 lbs ..........asking $27.00
4A-C-B:    2,000 lbs ..........asking $22.00
4B-C-B:    4,000 lbs ..........asking $11.00
4D-B-B:    2,500 lbs ...........asking $11.00

SABLEFISH IFQ
AI-B-U:   17,500 lbs  .............asking $2.50
AI-C-B:     5,000 lbs  ............ make an offer
WG-B-U:  12,000 lbs.............asking $13.00
WG-B-B: 3,200 lbs  .............asking $12.00
WG-C-B: 4,000 lbs  ............ asking $11.00
WY-C-U:  6,500 lbs  ............ asking $27.50
WY-C-B:  4,200 lbs  ............ asking $26.00

Selling your boat?
Low 5% Commission
Non-Exclusive Listing  

You retain the right 
to sell your own vessel.

We are here to help with 
all your vessel, permit              

or IFQ needs.

CR15-026  54.5’x15.9’x7.8’ steel 
combination vessel built in 1979.  
Isuzu UM6HK1 main rated at 350 
hp.  Isuzu 4JG1 37kw genset.  18 
ton IMS spray brine system.  4,000 
gallons fuel and 500 gallons fresh 
water capacity.  OR salmon troll 
permit available.  Asking $300,000.

BB15-019  32’x11.8’ “C” model 
Wegley built in 1988. Cummins 
6CTA w/ Twin Disk 509 gear w/ 
trolling valve.  Packs 10,000 pounds 
in holds. New in 2015 - All fuel lines, 
Racor filter, deck hydraulic lines. (2) 
8-D batteries, rebuilt prop.  New 
2014 - LED driving lights. New 2013 
- hatch covers, rebuilt shaft. Includes 
9 shackles of gear (5 ready to fish) 
and all deck gear. Asking $150,000. 

UT15-007  110’x26’x8’ supply 
vessel, built by Master Boat Builders 
in 1986. Current COI for 32 plus 
4 crew.  (2) CAT 3412 mains. (2) 
GM471 40kw gen sets.  27,000 
gal, fuel, 5,200 gal. water. rig water 
capacity of 34,600 gal.  16 berths.  
Vessel arriving Seattle mid-October.  
Asking $650,000.

TR15-032  43’x15.5’x4.7’ troller, built 
by Sunnfjord in 2011. 650 hp Scania 
DI12-66M main, Northern Lights 
20 kw gen set. 3 spool Kohlstrand 
gurdies, 10’ crab block. 8” hydraulic 
thruster. Raymarine GPS, radar, 
sounder, and autopilot, Icom VHF, 
and Furuno sounder. 6 person 
life raft. Beautiful yacht quality 
accommodations. Very nice, virtually 
new boat. Asking $650,000.
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FisherySpecies Asking Price* Offer*

Prices in OCTOBER vary in accordance with market conditions. *in thousands
+ denotes an increase from last month. N/A denotes No Activity.
– denotes a decrease from last month.

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

State 
Value*

Alaska Entry Permit Prices
(as of 10-1-15)

Gillnet: No surprise…Bay permits are headed lower. Current high offer is $125k 
and sellers as low as $130k. SE permits continued to slide a little, with sellers as 
low as $85k. Nothing new in PWS with plenty of sellers stacked up at $220k. Cook 
Inlet permits have been quiet for the past month with permits available starting 
at $60k. Area M is still quiet.

Seine: New listings of SE permits, has them down to $240k. Still searching for the 
bottom on that one. PWS permits jumped up to $200k. Offers are around $170k. 
Nothing new in Cook Inlet permits. Kodiak permits are available, as low as $39k. 
New listings of Area M permits were coming in around $60k.

Troll: Alaska Power Troll permits have fallen to a low of $36k. hand Troll permits 
are available starting at $12k, but will probably follow Power permits lower. Inter-
est in lower 48 permits has pretty much ended for now with very few available 
and not many buyers.

BOX   score

 SALMON

 S SE DRIFT 85- 80- 91.8-

 S PWS DRIFT 220 210 218.5-

 S COOK INLET DRIFT 60 50- 71.3+

 S AREA M DRIFT 138 100 119.5

 S BRISTOL BAY DRIFT 130- 125- 145.1-

 S SE SEINE 240- 200- 278.8

 S PWS SEINE 200+ 170+ 176.8

 S COOK INLET SEINE 75 50 86

 S KODIAK SEINE 39- 35- 39.8

 S ChIgNIK SEINE 190- 180 227.5

 S AREA M SEINE 60+ 50 56.9

 S YAKUTAT SET 16 12 18.9

 S COOK INLET SET 13- 12- 15.3-

 S AREA M SET NET 60- 55 55.6

 S BRISTOL SET NET 38 35 40.5+

 S LOWER YUKON 9.5 9 9.9

 S POWER TROLL 36- 32- 38.3-

 S hAND TROLL 12 11 .5+

 HERRING 

 h SE gILLNET 12 10 13.4

 h KODIAK gILLNET 5 3- 5

 h SITKA SEINE 300 200- 243.3

 h PWS SEINE 25 20 30.9

 h COOK INLET SEINE 11 8- 16.8

 h KODIAK SEINE 26 20 30.3

 h SE POUND SOUTh 35 30 35.6

 h SE POUND NORTh 38 25 43.1

 h PWS POUND 6 5 3.5

 SHELLFISH

 S SE DUNgY 75 POT 18 17 15.4

 S SE DUNgY 150 POT 36+ 36+ 35.2+

 S SE DUNgY 225 POT 50 47 50

 S SE DUNgY 300 POT 65 60 49.8

 S SE POT ShRIMP 22 20 22

 S KODIAK TANNER <60 24 22 29.7

 S PUgET SOUND DUNgY 150 145 N/A

 S WAShINgTON DUNgY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-3,750/FT N/A

 S OREgON DUNgY 2,000-4,500/FT 1,500-4,000/FT N/A

 S CALIFORNIA DUNgY 200-600/POT 200-500/POT N/A

 SE ALASKA DIVE

 SE AK Dive URChIN 4 3 2.4

 SE AK Dive CUCUMBER 27+ 27+ 24-

 SE AK Dive gEODUCK 65- 60- 74.6-

Northwest FCS Customer Stuart Schuttpelz

We’re a trusted financial cooperative. As a 

customer-owner, you have a voice and vote 

in how we do business. Plus, when we do 

well we share profits with you in the form of 

patronage. No bank does this. 

Visit northwestfcs.com/fisheries 
or call 206.691.2000.

Vessels

Quotas

Operating lines of credit

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Halibut & Sablefish IFQ Prices
recent market activity in halibut and sablefish quota shares

Species
Regulatory

Area
Vessel 

Category*
Poundage 
(thousands)

Status 
(blocked/

unblocked)

Ask
(per pound) 

Low high

Offer
(per pound) 

Low high

NOTE:  halibut prices reflect net weight, sablefish round weight. Pricing for leased shares  
 is expressed as a percentage of gross proceeds. ** Too few to characterize.

*Vessel Categories:  A = freezer boats   B = over 60’   C = 35’-60’   D = < 35’

By Mike Painter and the Permit Master

Recent sales of 2C are a solid $50/lb for small fished blocks. That puts unfished at 
$2-$3 more. And not nearly enough quota available to meet the demand. Prices 
are holding steady on 3A and there is a little more available right now then there 
has been for a while. There is more 3B available and prices have moved up a bit, 
so it is not moving as well. There are a few blocks of 4A available, but not much 
selling with prices around $20. Interest in further west is down.

Interest in Sablefish quota is dropping as fall comes on. Buyers are still looking 
for the right deals, mostly in SE/WY, and mostly unblocked. Interest in Cg is down 
compared to earlier in the summer. There is still lots of Wg available and prices 
have come down some, but not enough to spur much interest this late in the year. 
There are some big pieces of AI and BS available, but it’s not moving.

 h 2C D 1-10 B 47.00-52.00 46.00-50.00

 h 2C C/B 1-3 B 50.00-52.00  50.00-52.00

 h 2C C/B 4-10 B 50.00-52.00  50.00-52.00

 h 2C C/B ANY U 52.00 52.00

 h 2C A  B/U 54.00 52.00

 h 3A D  B/U 42.00-48.00 42.00-45.00

 h 3A C/B 1-5 B 42.00-48.00 42.00-46.00

 h 3A C/B 5-10 B 48.00-50.00 46.00-48.00

 h 3A C/B >10 U 50.00-52.00 48.00-50.00

 h 3A A  B/U 52.00 52.00

 h 3B D  B 26.00-30.00 24.00-38.00

 h 3B C/B 1-10 B 32.00-38.00 28.00-32.00

 h 3B C/B >10 U 37.00-40.00 30.00-32.00

 h 3B A  B/U N/A  36.00

 h 4A D  B/U 20.00-24.00 16.00-18.00

 h 4A C/B 1-10 B 22.00-26.00 18.00-20.00

 h 4A C/B >10 B 26.00-30.00 20.00-24.00

 h 4A C/B >10 U 30.00 24.00-26.00

 h 4B/C/D C/B 1-10 B 10.00-16.00 8.00-12.00

 h 4B/C/D C/B >10 B/U 16.00-20.00 10.00-14.00

 S SE C/B 1-10 B 24.00-28.00 21.00-24.00

 S SE C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S SE A  B/U 32.00 30.00

 S WY C/B 1-10 B 23.00-28.00 20.00-24.00

 S WY C/B >10 U 28.00-30.00 25.00-27.00

 S WY A  B/U 30.00 30.00

 S Cg C/B 1-10 B 20.00-25.00 18.00-20.00

 S Cg C/B >10 U 24.00-26.00 22.00-24.00

 S Cg A  B/U 30.00 25.00

 S Wg C/B 1-10 B 11.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg C/B >10 B 13.00-14.00 10.00-12.00

 S Wg C/B/A >10 U 14.00-16.00 11.00-13.00

 S AI C/B/A  B/U 1.50-4.00 1.00-2.00

 S BS C/B  B/U 1.50-5.00 1.00-3.00

 S BS A  B/U 5.00-7.00 5.00

Choose HOMER for your boat work

www.homermarinetrades.com

TANZA
One of the last unmolested examples 
of a true B.C. classic, built in 1951 at  
Harbour Boat Builders in Vancouver B.C. 
No costs have been spared in mainte-
nance or repairs and she is maintained 
to a very high standard. It is currently 
powered by a 6L3B Gardner main, with 
a V3300 Kabota auxillary, and has just 
completed a CSI home trade II inspec-
tion. This vessel has never been offered 
on the open market.
Price: $450,000 CAD for stand alone L tab with 1,000 pounds of halibut quota, or 
$300,000 CAD for vessel alone. For further inquery go to www.sointulapowerproducts.com, 
or call Richie at (250) 949-0922.



32  £  pACifiCfiShiNg  £  oCToBER 2015  £  www.pACifiCfiShiNg.Com  

PACIFIC FISHING   classifieds

foR SALE
Lightboat for sale with permit boat is also a 
solid fiberglass Coast Guard certified charter 
boat priced to sell quickly $675,000 dollars call 
Don (949) 279-9369.

wANTED
California near-shore permit needed. Right away! 
Buyer has cash. Please call Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Have multiple squid light permits priced to sell 
quickly. $199,000 dollars or make offer. Call 
Donny (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
54 ton California market squid purse permit. 
Never been upgraded. Priced to sell quickly. $1.3 
million. Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE - ALASKA LEgACY
1990 - 50 Little Hoquiam seiner, currently located 
in Cordova, Ak. Twin Lugger 460 engines, approx 
11k hrs. 35kw Isuzu gen. 60k cap. in main hold/
Sunday hold. Complete list of amenities and copy 
of survey at www.alaskalegacy.org. $750,000 
obo. (907) 748-5578 or (907) 748-5579.

f/V wESTERN fREEDom
We want to harvest your sablefish IFQ. Family 
owned, experienced captain and crew. MARCO 
AutoBaiter, lots of media, sauna, good food. 
Guaranteed quality harvest experience. Contact 
Garrett Elwood. Cell: (425) 345-8301. Home: 
(425) 259-2731.

foR SALE - f/V pACifiC SoN
1993 37' fiberglass Troller. 6 cylinder John Deere 
engine with Twin Disc reduction gear. Two radars, 
4 gps plotters, two depth sounders and Comnav 
auto pilot. Hydraulic anchor puller and 4 spool 
simplex gurdiies. Current safety equipment. 
$140,000 including OR troll permit. Mike Becker 
(541) 574-6985, or Mark Newell (541) 270-4715. 

foR SALE
California Market Squid Boat. Boat holds 75 
ton of RSW squid. Priced to sell quickly. Comes 
with market and captain. Great producer every 
year. Price is 3.1 million including net and  
skiff. Recent survey and recently painted. New 
machinery and hydraulics in last few years. 
Call Don (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
Have two California light-market Brail Boat 
licenses for sale. Call Don. (949) 279-9369. 
Prices reduced to $250,000 U.S. dollars.foR SALE

20m ex Navy tugboat in good condition. Needs 
engine to be installed. 12 cylinder Mitsubishi 
on deck. Firm $200,000.00 Canadian. Call  
Scott Dunn, cell: (250) 218-4312, home:  
(250) 338-9098.

WWOOFISH.COM
TONS OF FISHING JOB SEEKER ADS

Ads are FREE for captains and crewmen

CRAB pERmiTS AVAiLABLE
Oregon and Washington crab permits avail-
able. 500 pot Oregon and 300 or 500 pot 
Washington up to 66 feet. (541) 270-6676.FOR SALE

50' X 16' Ledford Shallow Draft  
Top House Seiner

60,000lb. Capacity – Built 1989
Asking Price: $800,000
Located in Sand Point, Alaska
Contact: Cameron Foster, (907) 310-6171 
cammie-foster@hotmail.com

6125 Lugger 400HP, MG5111A twin disc 
reduction gear, Pitts electric PTO, keel cooled, 12V electrical system, 2½" shaft w/32x30 prop, 
Anderson 15-ton refrigeration system, 5x4 crab pump. Rigging and Deck: Aluminum mast and 
booms, 2 picking boom and main boom, winches- 2 PL4’s on picking booms and PL8 on main 
boom, main boom has slider and vanging, Kolstrand deck winch with sheaves, anchor winch 
with #18 Forfjord anchor 180#.

AUThoR BooK-SigNiNg, pACifiC mARiNE EXpo
Alaska Fishing Gold Rush of the 1980s by former PF writer/photographer Jana M. Suchy avail. for 
sale Thurs., Nov. 19th at Author Book Signing. Sitka-based B&W documentary of longlining during de-
cade of the Deadly Derbies with photos as seen in Chinook's and SeaTac Anthony’s. 9"x12" hardcover, 
600 photos, 20+ stories, $95. Handsome gift. Fishingforalivingalaska.com

foR SALE
California Purse Seiner with squid permit 
holds 80 tons of RSW of squid. Priced to 
sell quickly. $3 million includes skiff, squid 
permit and net for fishing. Call Don. (949) 
279-9369.

foR SALE
80-ton California market squid seiner includes 
permits and four nets priced to sell quickly. Owner 
retiring. $2.6 million. Call Don. (949) 279-9369.

foR SALE
61' shallow draft tender. Twin 6-71 mains. Packs 
75k in 18ton IMS chiller. 75kw Deere, 20kw  
Lugger. 80-100 day contract available to  
qualified buyer. 240k. (941) 730-7474.

foR SALE
Fishboat  36 ft. long 12-1/2 ft. wide fiberglass 
over wood, heavy construction, 453 gm diesel 
6,000 hrs. hurth gear 1,500 hrs. Wagner steer-
ing and pilot, Furuno radar and aluminum rig-
ging. Boat is in Fanny Bay B.C. Asking $45,000  
Canadian. Phone 1 (250) 335-1437.

wiLL fiSh
Will fish your 2C, BC or D Halibut IFQs for 30%. I 
pay for everything. Lots of references and return 
clients. (541) 260-2441 or (907) 957-6295.
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COME HOME.  SAFE.

WE ASPIRE TO:

 choice for safety and 
emergency procedures 
training

• Provide tools and 
to help our 

students improve safety in 
their workplace

service
• Establish pride through 

professionalism

WHAT WE DO:
• Provide hands-on learning 

experiences

instructors
• Partner with companies 

their employees’ safety

recurrent training for 
thousands of professional 
mariners every year

of marine safety and survival training.  We are proud to help 

of on-the-job accidents and injuries, and help them come 
home safe to the people who care about them.

Training programs dedicated 
to the safe return of men and 
women who work on the water.

The sea can be hostile. 
Hazards abound. 
Disaster and risk of injury 
are never far away.

Winter 2012 PFR – 1

fremontmaritime.com

Major challenges: Regnart said things 
have changed dramatically during his ten-
ure as director, most notably the budget 
belt-tightening.

“We’ve gone from a fiscal climate 
of growth – new products, new fish-
ery opportunities – to one now of fis-
cal restraint. Now we’re looking at what 
should be left in the water, what can we 
give up and hopefully still perform the 
job,” he said.  “I’m concerned about where 
we’ll be financially over the next few 
years. We have a plan in place to take care 
of the division this year and probably next 
year, but things are changing so quickly as 
far as the state’s fiscal ability to continue 
to provide state services. It’s hard to guess 
what things will look like.”

Another big challenge, Regnart said, is a 
retiring workforce.

“Over the next few years we are going 
to potentially lose a lot of senior people to 
retirement,” he said. 

Regnart said the biggest change he’s seen 
over three decades is the rapid transfer  
of information.

“We’ve really had to change our game 
on how we manage fisheries,” he said. 
“We have to be much more on the ball 
with written explanations and justifica-
tions because people want to know why 
you’re doing what you’re doing, and they 
want to know it right now. So we’ve had 
to change how we bring data in from the 
field, how we process it, synthesize it, and 
get it out into the public.”

State of the stocks: Regnart said 
while there always will be natural ups  
and downs, Alaska’s fish stocks are in 
good shape “across the board.” He is 
quick to credit his co-workers for any  
fishery successes.

“My success has all been because of 
the people who did the work, quite truth-
fully. From financials to management to 
research, every day they impress me. They 
are a rock-star team,” he said.

Regnart agreed that the economic 
importance of Alaska’s commercial  
fishing/processing industry doesn’t get 
full credit from most policymakers.

“I don’t think it’s not wanting to know, 
it’s not being exposed to it,” he said. 
“A large percentage of the Legislature,  
especially the current leadership, is based 
in urban areas. Commercial fishing is 
something that is in the background, it’s 
not something that’s on their radar a lot.”

“I think it’s up to the department, United 
Fishermen of Alaska, and others to get the 
word out,” he added. “It’s a compelling  
story, so don’t stop trying.”

Deputy Director Forrest Bowers will 
serve as acting commercial fisheries director 

Regnart resigns continued from page 9

until a replacement is named by state Fish 
and Game Commissioner Sam Cotten.

Regnart plans to remain involved with 
Alaska’s fisheries as a consultant for the 
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute.  

– Laine Welch

rubber fleck, or other fillers,” the release 
said. “Coatings with fillers tend to wear 
through, and the fillers fall out leaving 
an unsafe deck that’s hard to clean and 
even harder to re-coat.”

KiwiGrip is available in white, cream, 
gray, and blue, and can be applied 
over wood, fiberglass, epoxy, concrete, 
or metal. What’s more, you can vary  
the texture and apply the product with-
out tenting the vessel or wearing a  
respirator.

More information at kiwigrip.com.  

PYI Inc., of Lynnwood, Washington, 
along with Seaview Progress in Europe, 
are now the exclusive worldwide  
representatives of KiwiGrip Non-Skid 
Deck Systems.

KiwiGrip is a revolutionary, durable, 
non-skid coating that spreads quickly 
and easily with a proprietary roller, a 
press release from PYI said.

“As a homogeneous material,  
KiwiGrip doesn’t suffer from the 
problems encountered with products 
filled with sand, walnut shells, beads,  

PYI offers KiwiGrip  
non-skid deck coating
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Exxon Valdez continued from page 8

adults to join the population. Although not direct proof, this 
provides a plausible explanation for the collapse of the Prince 
William Sound herring stock four years later, when fish spawned 
during the oil spill would have matured.

The study concludes that the impacts of the Exxon Valdez 
spill on nearshore spawning populations of fish are likely to 
have been considerably underestimated in terms of both the 
geographic extent of affected habitat and the lingering toxicity 
of low levels of oil.

The findings will likely contribute to more accurate 
assessments of the impacts of future oil spills, Incardona said.

“Now we have a much better idea of what we should be 
looking for,” he said.  

– NOAA Fisheries

At the Canadian Fishing Co. shore plant in Prince Rupert, only 
senior workers got employment this season with only 20 days of 
work to the middle of August. The bulk of that was on Bristol Bay 
sockeye or mixed fish from Southeast Alaska.

The only chum fisheries were a terminal fishery in Area 6 (Kiti-
mat) at the hatchery and in Area 8 (Bella Coola), where there were 
good catches.

Even though Area 6 in the approaches to Douglas Channel 
experienced a boom fishery for pinks in 2013, this year the  
returning cycle was showing poor returns. This was expected, 
said Joy Thorkelsen, United Fishermen and Allied Workers Union-
CAW representative.

“Every time we get a large escapement when we have a big run, 
the next two runs are weak, then they come back strong again,” 
she said.

Washington, northern Oregon
It was another big year for commercial salmon fishermen on the 

Columbia River and along the Washington and Oregon coasts.
State and federal fishery managers expected close to 925,300 fall 

Chinook to return to the Columbia River, according to preseason 
forecasts. This is a huge run, but short of the record runs of 2014 
and 2013. The 2005-14 average return was 631,200.

Coho were expected to return in a strong run numbering  
539,600 adults.

Elsewhere in the two states, the news was not as rosy.
Drought, low flow in rivers and streams, and high air and water 

temperatures made life complicated for hatchery and wild fish. 
Several hatcheries in Oregon and Washington lost hundreds of 
thousands of juvenile salmon to bacterial infection and disease.

Oregon’s ocean commercial troll salmon fishery opened slowly 
in April but quickly picked up pace. In May and June, fishermen 
each week landed from 18,000 (in early May) to over 61,000 fish 
(by late June).

The latest numbers available from the Oregon Department  
of Fish and Wildlife showed ocean trollers had caught 95,676  
Chinook through mid-August, about 68,000 fewer than they had at 
the same time last year.

Current numbers for Washington’s landings were not available 
by deadline, but Doug Milward, the ocean salmon fishery manager 
for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, said it had 
been a strong fishing season on the ocean.

On the Columbia River, according to numbers collected by 

Salmon season wrapup continued from page 12

ODFW, fishermen landed over 6,000 adult Chinook, 594 Chinook 
jacks, and 52 sockeye during the non-Indian spring salmon  
fishery. The summer Chinook gillnet fishery landed 4,106 adult 
Chinook and 317 sockeye, according to preliminary figures  
published July 23. The early fall (August) gillnet fishery resulted in 
33,407 adult Chinook landed and 160 coho.

In July, the summer Chinook run was bumped up from an  
estimated 73,000 to 100,000 fish – the largest return since 1961. This 
also included an increase in the sockeye forecast to 480,000 fish, up 
from the 380,000 forecast in mid-June. As a result, catch allocations 
for both treaty and non-Indian commercial gillnetters went up in 
Oregon and Washington. The boost in the forecast meant 9,988 fish 
were available for commercial in-river harvest.

Gillnetters in the Lower Columbia River, however, said their 
fishing options were still severely limited despite the strong runs. 
They wondered why more days weren’t available for fishing.

California, southern Oregon
California’s ocean salmon season was a disappointment, failing 

to meet harvest projections and seeing many fishermen quit early.
Through mid-August, the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife estimated a statewide landing total of 91,500 Chinook 
salmon weighing a total of 954,000 pounds.

In-season tallies usually overestimate, and it’s safe to say this 
season will fall far short of last year’s landings total of 166,500 fish.

It wasn’t expected to go this way. In late February, state and  
federal scientists estimated there would be 652,000 Sacramento 
River fall Chinook in the ocean and another 423,800 from the 
Klamath River fall run.

The forecast suggested that this season would surpass last 
year’s. But only one area had fulfilled that expectation.

A big chunk of the catch was landed in May, in the Fort Bragg 
area. From then on, things went downhill fast, with spotty fishing 
that produced mere dribbles of landings after July.

After its strong showing out of the gate, Fort Bragg remained the 
state’s leading salmon port with 58,000 Chinook landed through 
mid-August. That’s 25 percent more than was forecasted.

But San Francisco only met one-quarter of the preseason  
forecast, with 17,000 fish landed.

The landings estimate for Monterey was 16,500 fish, meeting 
only 65 percent of the season forecast.

Prices were still strong as of late August, ranging from $7 to $9 
per pound. But there’s a glum reason for that.

“The prices are staying high because there’s only been a trickle 
of fish coming in,” said Melodie Palmer-Zwahlen, of the DFW’s 
Ocean Salmon Project, which tracks landings data.

Warmer than usual water is the best guess for explaining the 
lackluster catch, although cool patches near Shelter Cove and 
below Point Reyes produced good results for some fishermen.

Overall, the water conditions are believed to have altered the 
distribution of salmon to the point where fishermen haven’t been 
able to consistently find them – if they are indeed there.

“I think they’re trying to find cooler water,” Palmer-Zwahlen 
said. “Hopefully, they’re out there somewhere – it’s scary.”

In September, ocean salmon fishing is limited to a 19-day, 3,000-
fish quota in the Eureka/Crescent City area, but Fort Bragg and 
San Francisco each have a full month of fishing.

In southern Oregon, the Brookings area had a landings total of 
3,471 Chinook through early August. Brookings is in the state’s 
Klamath Management Zone and is under quotas.

In Coos Bay, the landing total was estimated at 38,829 fish.  
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