
	

Nov 30, 2021  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACTS:   
Dr. Lauren Divine, Director of the Ecosystem Conservation Office for the Tribal Government of St. 
Paul (907) 891-3031 
Lindsey Bloom, Salmon Habitat Information Program Manager, (907) 723-3662 

 Skipper Science Project Releases Report and Findings Confirming Fishermen’s 
Readiness to Lead the Way to Climate-Ready Fisheries   

This summer, boat captains and crews took the lead by documenting changes in real time. 

ANCHORAGE– The Aleut Community of St. Paul Island Tribal Government and 
SalmonState’s Salmon Habitat Information Program (SHIP), along with commercial fishing industry 
partners, this summer kicked off a groundbreaking Skipper Science program enlisting more than 100 
commercial fishermen to collect ecological observations, including changes in fisheries and ocean 
conditions. One of Skipper Science’s key tools is a smartphone app that allows fishermen to log 
observations in real time from the fishing grounds — meaning they became citizen 
scientists cataloging conditions that may be related to climate change.  

Highlights from the 2021 program include:  
• 100 fishermen signed up for the program   
• 19 Alaska-based fishing trade organizations supported and endorsed the program, 

demonstrating strong interest from the industry 
• 1,697 fishermen provided their opinions on climate change via phone interviews   
• 49 data entries completed in the SkipperScience app by participants 

“Skipper Science is already a valuable resource for researchers, managers and policy-makers — and 
with every season, it will grow more valuable. With this summer's results, it’s clear fishermen are up 
for the work of using technology to contribute their observations and knowledge to the data set. In 
concert with Alaska’s fishing fleets, we can meet the challenges of fishing and managing sustainable 
fisheries in a changing climate, ensuring commercial fishing economies remain strong for 
generations to come,” said Lauren Divine, Director of the Ecosystem Conservation Office for the 
Tribal Government of St. Paul.  

“The amount of participation and interest from the industry, commercial fishing groups and 
fishermen was so positive. We were blown away by the amount of organizations and associations 
willing to endorse and support this project,” said Lindsey Bloom, Manager of the Salmon Habitat 

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=DKcBTJUmz7ASIuTzvLa5RHMM3Oqta6X-2Bb547Ph-2Fh5g-2BiquWNZEXtqzLVfTqdiMsHIxr1_yqzkAaeooi8kxuTrE-2B-2Fjom87F8c6Gs-2BgMJ53mghgLwEPHqyWY7Wx5tcj45oB-2BZK8s1gybWbu-2FKfZ9P75JVZIDcGf9NWzm1ocmSdZLjz-2BUM5tOahGNvuF9Jb10lljjJXqWiII3ZkJJofG0R1by9ZzzQrcJB93ypzNnd42-2BwnV9PNWua4R9XqOibYB0axR7rkb98ONj6wgzE0Y0m0sxihVO5L1kBNJmqLvvcX0SZCGCC6Zfhir-2BNNjXkVVzbwffnLshlL-2BpRSACKnubwlC3Bu-2BRIWr7KDXvXo66bN-2BiSN0vG1zMyPOkTqwzFNSGv6Be-2FQZJCNfnnUTjXRHpZDuHovrtYAmqwViVSFVvvAIVGOS3t71KnGkUntMnnjo01TNvhg2


Information Program. “The success of the 2021 pilot program bodes well for a future in which 
fishermen’s input in data collection and policy making is supported and amplified. We are very 
excited about all that is to come for the future of this collaboration!” 

### 

Full Report on SkipperScience 2021 Program can be found here. 

Fishermen can sign up to participate here – http://skipperscience.org 
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